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and promoting brain health and risk re-

PUBLIC LAW, C. 508

veloped with significant input from the nongovernmen-

duction strategies;

(b) Educating health care providers to in-
crease early detection and diagnosis of
Alzheimer's disease and related demen-
tias;

(c) Improving access to and quality of
care for _individuals living with Alzhei-
mer's disease or related dementias;

(d) _Assisting unpaid caregivers for indi-

tal members of the council. The plan must include rec-
ommendations of which state agencies should be in-
volved in implementing the plan.

2. Implementation progress reports. Beginning
January 30, 2027, and annually on January 30th each
year thereafter, the Maine Center for Disease Control
and Prevention shall submit to the Governor and the
Legislature a report on the status of the implementation
of the plan. The report must be made available to the
public.

viduals living with Alzheimer's disease or
related dementias;

(e) Increasing and improving research on

3. Update plan every 5 years. Every 5 years, be-
ginning 5 years from the date the first plan is submitted,
the council shall submit to the Governor and the Legis-

Alzheimer's disease and related demen-

lature an updated plan.

tias;
(f)_Improving the collection of data and
information related to, and the public

health burdens of, Alzheimer's disease
and related dementias;

() _Improving strategies to address the
safety-related needs of individuals living
with Alzheimer's disease or related de-
mentias;

(h) Improving legal protections for indi-
viduals living with Alzheimer's disease or
related dementias; and

(i) _Improving the ways in which the State
evaluates and adopts policies to assist in-
dividuals living with Alzheimer's disease
or_related dementias and their families;
and

C. Collaborate with the Maine Center for Disease
Control and Prevention to develop the plan de-
scribed in section 1700-I.

4. Funding. The council may accept grant funding
and other funding as may be available from the Federal
Government; any department, office or political subdi-
vision of the State; or any individual, foundation or cor-
poration to be used for the purpose of performing the
council's duties pursuant to this section.

81700-1. Alzheimer's disease and related dementias
prevention and support plan

The Maine Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion within the department and the Healthy Brain Initi-
ative Council shall create the Alzheimer's disease and
related dementias prevention and support plan. The
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention shall
submit the plan to the Governor and the Legislature by
December 3, 2025.

1. Contents of plan. The plan must contain the
findings and recommendations of the council pursuant
to section 1700-H, subsection 3. The plan must be de-

Sec. 3. Alzheimer's disease or related de-
mentias prevention and support plan. A plan that
is in effect on the effective date of this Act that was de-
veloped by the Maine Center for Disease Control and
Prevention within the Department of Health and Human
Services, in consultation with stakeholders, to address
Alzheimer's disease or related dementias prevention
and support, is deemed to fulfill the requirement to cre-
ate a plan by December 3, 2025 under the Maine Re-
vised Statutes, Title 22, section 1700-1. Pursuant to Title
22, section 1700-1, the Maine Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention shall submit the plan to the Gover-
nor and the Legislature by December 3, 2025.

Sec. 4. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
DEPARTMENT OF

Healthy Brain Initiative Council N538

Initiative: Provides allocations to establish a fund and
allow expenditures.

OTHER SPECIAL 2025-26 2026-27
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $500 $500
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE $500 $500

FUNDS TOTAL
See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 508
H.P. 1126 - L.D. 1691

An Act to Expand Access to
Justice in Rural Maine by
Incentivizing Attorneys to

Practice in Underserved Areas

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA c. 426-A is enacted to read:
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CHAPTER 426-A
ACCESS TO JUSTICE LOAN PROGRAM
812311. Definitions
As used in this chapter, unless the context other-

wise indicates, the following terms have the following

meanings.
1. Authority. "Authority" means the Finance Au-

thority of Maine.
2. Fund. "Fund" means the Access to Justice Loan

Program Revolving Fund established in section 12313.
3. Maine resident. "Maine resident" means a per-

son who, at the time the person submits an application

for participation in the program, has been a resident of

this State, for purposes other than enrolling in an ac-
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(1) Is enrolled or intends to enroll in an ac-
credited law school and demonstrates financial
need; or

(2) Has graduated from an accredited law
school within the 5 years prior to applying to
the program, is licensed or eligible to be li-
censed to practice law in the State and has out-
standing law school loans;

C. Demonstrates an interest in or commitment to
providing legal services in an underserved area;
and

D. Meets other eligibility criteria established by
the authority.

3. Funding options _available; maximum
amounts. As funds permit, the authority shall award

credited law school, for a minimum of 2 years and who

loans to eligible applicants who meet the criteria in sub-

satisfies any other criteria adopted by the authority by

section 2, paragraph B, subparagraph (1) and shall enter

rule.
In adopting other criteria by rule, the authority shall, at

a minimum, consider the following:
A. The length of a person's residence in the State

into loan repayment agreements with eligible applicants
who meet the criteria in subsection 2, paragraph B, sub-
paragraph (2). The maximum loan or loan repayment
amount available to each program participant is
$25,000 per year for a period of up to 4 years.

for purposes other than enrolling in an accredited

law school;

B. The secondary school attended by a person;

C. The legal residence of the parents of a person;
D. A person's place of voting registration, if regis-

tered to vote; and
E. The jurisdictions to which a person pays income

or other taxes.
4. Program. "Program" means the Access to Jus-

tice Loan Program established in section 12312.
5. Underserved area. "Underserved area” means

an area in the State, as determined by the authority, in

which there is an insufficient number of licensed and

practicing attorneys to satisfy the significant and unmet

need for legal services of the individuals residing in that

area.
812312. Access to Justice Loan Program
1. Establishment. The Access to Justice Loan

Program is established within and under the administra-

tion of the authority to annually, as funds permit, award

loans to and enter into loan repayment agreements with

eligible persons.
2. Eligibility. A person is eligible to participate in

the program if the person:
A. |Is a Maine resident;
B. Meets one of the following educational and fi-

nancial criteria:

4. Loan agreement; forgiveness. An eligible ap-
plicant who meets the criteria in subsection 2, paragraph
B, subparagraph (1) and is awarded a loan shall enter
into a loan agreement as set out in this subsection.

A. Except as otherwise provided in this section,
upon completion of the loan recipient's law school
education, the recipient shall repay the loan as fol-
lows.

(1) If the loan recipient does not obtain loan
forgiveness pursuant to subparagraph (2), the
recipient shall repay the entire principal of the
loan plus simple interest at a rate to be deter-
mined by the authority by rule. Interest may
not begin to accrue on the loan until the loan
recipient completes, withdraws from or other-
wise fails to continue the recipient's law school
education.

(2) A loan recipient who, upon conclusion of
the recipient's law school education elects to
offer legal services in an underserved area is
forgiven 25% of the original outstanding in-
debtedness for each year the recipient offers
those services.

B. Loans must be repaid over a term not longer than
10 years, except that the authority may extend the
term of a loan recipient's loan as necessary to en-
sure repayment. Repayment must commence when
the loan recipient completes, withdraws from or
otherwise fails to continue the recipient's law
school education.

5. Loan repayment agreement. An eligible ap-
plicant who meets the criteria in subsection 2, paragraph
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B, subparagraph (2) and enters into a loan repayment
agreement receives payment from the authority on the
recipient's outstanding indebtedness for law school ed-
ucation at a rate of $25,000 for each year, up to a max-
imum of 4 vyears, that the recipient continues to offer
legal services in an underserved area.

6. Default. Except as provided in subsection 7, a
loan recipient under subsection 4 who agrees to offer
legal services in an underserved area and who fails to
complete the period of service required to pay off the
loan pursuant to subsection 4, paragraph A, subpara-
graph (2) is liable to the authority for an amount equal
to the sum of the total amount paid by or on behalf of
the authority to or on behalf of the recipient under the
loan agreement plus interest at a rate determined by the
authority. The authority shall award a loan recipient
credit for offering legal services in an underserved area
for each consecutive 12-month period that the recipient
offers those services.

A loan recipient may petition the authority for permis-
sion to default without penalty from a loan agreement
to provide legal services in an underserved area. Upon
receipt of such petition, the authority may provide the
loan recipient permission to default without penalty
based on catastrophic or other circumstances that pre-
vent the recipient from offering legal services in an un-
derserved area for the required period of time. In the
case of a default permitted by the authority, the loan re-
cipient must receive credit for the number of months
served and shall repay to the authority in cash payments
under the terms of the original loan agreement the re-
maining financial obligation plus interest.

7. Deferments. The authority may grant a loan
recipient under subsection 4 a deferment on repayment
of a loan under the program for causes established by
the authority by rule. The authority shall assess interest
on the loan during the deferment at a rate to be deter-
mined by the authority by rule. A loan recipient shall
repay the recipient's total financial obligation to the au-

PUBLIC LAW, C. 508

B. The authority may receive, invest and expend,
on behalf of the fund, money from gifts, grants, be-
guests and donations in addition to money appro-
priated or allocated by the State.

C. Loan repayments by recipients of loans under
this chapter or other repayments to the authority
must be invested by the authority, as provided by
Iaw(,j with the earned income to be added to the
fund.

D. Money received by the authority on behalf of
the fund, except interest income, must be used for
the designated purpose of awarding loans and en-
tering into loan repayment agreements under the
program; interest income may be used for the des-
ignated purposes of the program or to pay student
financial assistance administrative costs incurred
by the authority for the operation of the program.

2. Allocation of repayments. The authority may
reallocate a portion of the annual loan repayments under
subsection 1, paragraph C for the purpose of recruiting
law school students and recent law school graduates to
offer legal services in underserved areas. That portion

may be used:

A. In accordance with criteria established by the
authority, to encourage law school students and re-
cent law school graduates to offer legal services in
underserved areas; or

B. To repay education loans for the law school ed-
ucation of licensed attorneys to enable the attor-
neys to offer legal services in underserved areas in
accordance with section 12312, subsection 5.

3. Rules. The authority may adopt rules as neces-
sary for the implementation and administration of the
fund. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are rou-
tine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,

subchapter 2-A.
812314. Stakeholder consultation

thority, including principal and interest, through return
service or cash payments.

8. Rules. The authority may adopt rules as neces-

In implementing, administering and assessing the
effectiveness of the program and the fund, the authority
shall consult with the University of Maine System and

sary for the implementation and administration of the

may engage additional stakeholders from the legal com-

program. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are

munity, including, but not limited to, representatives of

routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,

legal education communities and legal practice commu-

subchapter 2-A.

812313. Access to Justice Loan Program Revolving
Fund

1. Fund established. The Access to Justice Loan
Program Revolving Fund is established as a nonlapsing,
interest-earning, revolving fund within and under the
jurisdiction of the authority to carry out the purposes of
the program. The fund must be administered in accor-
dance with the following.

A. Any unexpended balance in the fund carries
over for continued use under this chapter.

nities in the State and organizations representing the in-
terests of underserved areas in the State.

Sec. 2. Establishment of rural practice
track at University of Maine School of Law; re-
port. Inaccordance with the requirements of this sec-
tion and to the extent sufficient funding is available, the
University of Maine System shall establish at the Uni-
versity of Maine School of Law a rural practice track.

1. The rural practice track must support the practice
of law in underserved areas in the State by:
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A. Attracting and selecting, through recruitment
and other measures, qualified law school applicants
from rural and underserved areas in the State who
demonstrate a commitment to and aptitude for
practicing law in those areas upon graduation;

B. Placing or otherwise connecting enrolled and
qualified law school students with internships, ex-
ternships and other professional opportunities with
organizations and other entities that provide legal
services to individuals in underserved areas in the
State;

C. Placing or otherwise connecting recent quali-
fied law school graduates with employment or
other professional opportunities providing legal
services to individuals in underserved areas in the
State; and

D. Encouraging collaboration between the school
of law and secondary school students, undergradu-
ate school students and other individuals in under-
served areas in the State, as well as with organiza-
tions and other entities that provide legal services
to individuals in those areas.

2. The school of law shall administer the rural prac-
tice track and develop and implement guidelines, poli-
cies and procedures for the operation of the track and
for staff and students participating in the track. The
school of law may accept gifts, bequests and endow-
ments, as well as federal, private and other grants or do-
nations, to support the objectives of the rural practice
track. In administering the rural practice track, the
school of law must:

A. Provide, in each academic year, a housing sti-
pend sufficient to cover the cost of dormitory hous-
ing at the University of Southern Maine for up to 6
first-year or 2nd-year law school students who re-
side in underserved areas in the State or who have
demonstrated a commitment to and aptitude for
practicing law in those areas upon graduation, as
determined by the school of law;

B. Provide, in each semester of the academic year
and over the summer, internship, externship and
other professional opportunities with organizations
and other entities that provide legal services to in-
dividuals in underserved areas in the State for up to
6 2nd-year or 3rd-year law school students who re-
side in underserved areas in the State or who have
demonstrated a commitment to and aptitude for
practicing law in those areas upon graduation, as
determined by the school of law;

C. Develop and implement a comprehensive mar-
keting and communications plan to recruit and re-
tain students from underserved areas in the State
who demonstrate a commitment to and aptitude for
practicing law in those areas upon graduation and
support the placement or other employment of law
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school students and recent graduates in those areas;
and

D. Collaborate as necessary with the Finance Au-
thority of Maine in its development, implementa-
tion and administration of the Access to Justice
Loan Program established under the Maine Re-
vised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 12312.

No later than January 1, 2026, the University of
Maine System shall submit a report to the Joint Stand-
ing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs and
to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary outlining
its plan for implementation of the rural practice track at
the University of Maine School of Law, including any
recommendations for legislative or other action. After
reviewing the report, either committee may report out
legislation related to the report to the Second Regular
Session of the 132nd Legislature.

Sec. 3. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

Access to Justice Loan Program Revolving Fund
N541

Initiative: Provides base allocations to authorize the ex-
penditure of funds received for the Access to Justice
Loan Program.

OTHER SPECIAL 2025-26 2026-27
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $500 $500
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE $500 $500

FUNDS TOTAL
See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 509
H.P. 1156 - L.D. 1738

An Act to Establish the
Biohazard Waste Disposal
Grant Program to Support
Public Health Efforts in the

State

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA c. 252-A, headnote is
amended to read:

CHAPTER 252-A

HYPODERMIC APPARATUS EXCHANGE
PROGRAMS AND BIOHAZARD WASTE
DISPOSAL GRANT PROGRAM

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §1342 is enacted to read:
81342. Biohazard Waste Disposal Grant Program
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