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writing that the Department of Public Safety, Bu-
reau of State Police, State Bureau of Identification
remove the individual's fingerprints from the bu-
reau's fingerprint file. In response to a written re-
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products to anyone without first obtaining a retail to-
bacco license from the department, in accordance with
this chapter. The department may not issue a license un-
der this chapter that permits the retail sale of tobacco

quest, the bureau shall remove the individual's fin-

products through vending machines.

gerprints from the fingerprint file and provide writ-
ten confirmation of that removal.

2. Rules. The board, following consultation with
the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State Po-
lice, State Bureau of Identification, may adopt rules to
implement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this
subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title
5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 367
H.P. 1297 - L.D. 1938

An Act Regarding the
Regulation of Tobacco

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 10 MRSA §1202, sub-§2, gD is

amended to read:

D. Sales made by a cigarette distributor to a li-
censed wholesale dealer or-to-the-operator-of +5-or

are not subject
to a markup of 2% as stated in paragraph C, but
such sales shall-be are subject to full trade discount
only.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §1541, sub-§1-A, as enacted
by PL 2015, c. 318, §1, is amended to read:

1-A. Electronic smoking device. "Electronic
smoking device" means a device used to deliver nico-
tine or any other substance intended for human con-
sumption that may be used by a person te—simulate
smeking through inhalation of vapor or aerosol from the
device, including, without limitation, a device manufac-
tured, distributed, marketed or sold as an electronic cig-
arette, electronic cigar, electronic pipe, electronic
hookah or so-called vape pen.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §1542, sub-§2, qH, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 342, §1 and affected by §9, is re-
pealed.

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §1551-A, sub-§1, as enacted
by PL 1995, c. 470, §9 and affected by §19, is amended
to read:

1. Retail tobacco license. It is unlawful for any
person, partnership or corporation that engages in retail
sales;

> to sell, keep
for sale or give away in the course of trade any tobacco
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Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §1552, sub-§3, as amended
by PL 2005, c. 145, §1, is further amended to read:

3. Multiple licenses. Except as provided in sub-
section 3-A, a licensee applying for licenses to operate
more than one premises
chine shall obtain a separate license for each premises
and-each-machine and shall pay the fee prescribed for
each premises and-each-machine.

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §1552, sub-§3-A, as
amended by PL 2009, c. 199, §3, is further amended to
read:

3-A. Seasonal mobile tobacco vendor license.
An applicant who is a seasonal mobile tobacco vendor
may purchase a single annual license authorizing that
vendor to operate at 2 or more agricultural fairs, festi-
vals or exhibitions held during the agricultural fair sea-
son. A license issued under this subsection must clearly
specify the name and location of each fair, festival or
exhibition at which the licensee is authorized to operate
and, for each location, the specific dates and-number-of
maehines for which the licensee is authorized. A licen-
see may not operate at any agricultural fair, festival or
exhibit exhibition except as specifically provided in that
license. A seasonal mobile tobacco vendor license ex-
pires upon the conclusion of the agricultural fairs, festi-
vals or exhibitions for which it was issued. Upon issu-
ing a license under this subsection, the department shall
immediately provide the information required by this
subsection to the Office of the Attorney General for pur-
poses of inspection and enforcement.

Sec. 7. 22 MRSA §1553-A, as amended by PL
2017, c. 308, §5, is repealed.

Sec. 8. 22 MRSA §1554-B, sub-§1, as enacted
by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. K, §6 and affected by Pt. X, §2,
is amended to read:

1. License required. A person may not engage in
retail tobacco sales er—in—free—distribution—oftobaceo
preduets in the ordinary course of trade in this State
without a valid license issued under subchapter 1.

Sec. 9. 22 MRSA §1555-B, sub-§2, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 308, §6, is further amended to
read:

2. Sales to persons who have not attained 21
years of age prohibited. A person may not sell; or fur-
nish, give-away or offer to sell; or furnish ergive-away,
a tobacco product to any person who has not attained 21
years of age, unless the person has attained 18 years of
age as of July 1, 2018. Tobacco products may not be
sold at retail to any person who has not attained 30 years
of age unless the seller first verifies that person's age by
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means of reliable photographic identification contain-
ing the person's date of birth. That a person appeared to
be 30 years of age or older does not constitute a defense
to a violation of this section.

Sec. 10. 22 MRSA §1555-B, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 305, §5, is repealed.

Sec. 11. 22 MRSA §1555-B, sub-§10, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 308, §6, is further amended to
read:

10. Affirmative defense. It is an affirmative de-
fense to prosecution for a violation of subsection 1, 2 or
4 that the defendant sold; or furnished, gave-away or
offered to sell; or furnish ergive-away, a tobacco prod-
uct in violation of subsection 5-A in reasonable reliance
upon a fraudulent proof of age presented by the pur-
chaser.

Sec. 12. 22 MRSA §1555-B, sub-§12 is en-
acted to read:

12. Prohibition on giving away a tobacco prod-
uct. A tobacco retailer or tobacco distributor may not
give away a tobacco product.

Sec. 13. 22 MRSA §1558, sub-§5, 9B, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 470, §9 and affected by §19 and
amended by PL 1999, c. 547, Pt. B, §78 and affected by
§80, is further amended to read:

B. If a licensee is interested directly or indirectly

in more than one license, the District Court may or-

der that a revocation apply to any of those premises

ormachines.

Sec. 14. 22 MRSA §1580-A, sub-§2, gD, as
enacted by PL 1985, c. 126, is amended to read:

D. "Smoking" means carrying or having in one's
possession a lighted or heated cigarette, cigar; or

pipe or

a lighted or
heated tobacco or other plant product intended for

human consumption through inhalation whether
natural or synthetic in any manner or in any form.
"Smoking" includes the use of an electronic smok-
ing device as defined in section 1541, subsection
1-A.

Sec. 15. 36 MRSA §4362-A, sub-§4, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. U, §9 and
affected by Pt. X, §2, is amended to read:

4. Penalties. The following penalties apply to vi-
olations of this section.

A. A distributor who imports into this State any
cigarettes without holding a distributor's license is-
sued by the assessor pursuant to this section com-
mits a civil violation for which a fine of not less
than $256 $500 and not more than $566 $1.000
must be adjudged.
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B. A distributor who violates paragraph A after
having been previously adjudicated as violating
paragraph A commits a civil violation for which a
fine of not less than $500 $1,000 and not more than
$5000 $2,000 must be adjudged for each subse-
quent violation.

C. A distributor who sells at wholesale, offers for
sale at wholesale or possesses with intent to sell at
wholesale any cigarettes without holding a distrib-
utor's license issued by the assessor pursuant to this
section commits a civil violation for which a fine
of not less than $256 $500 and not more than $560
$1.000 must be adjudged.

D. A distributor who violates paragraph C after
having been previously adjudicated as violating
paragraph C commits a civil violation for which a
fine of not less than $500 $1.000 and not more than
$1000 $2,000 must be adjudged for each subse-
quent violation.

Sec. 16. 36 MRSA §4365-F, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 457, Pt. AA, §3 and affected by
§8, is amended to read:

2. Liability. A person possessing cigarettes for
resale is liable for the difference between the tax rate of
100 mills per cigarette and the tax rate of 50 mills per
cigarette in effect before September 19, 2005. Stamps
indicating payment of the tax imposed by this section
must be affixed to all packages of cigarettes held for re-

sale as of September 19, 2005—exeept-that-eigarettes
held—m—veﬁdmgﬂﬂaehiﬂes—as—eﬁﬂ}at—da%%de—ﬁet—fequﬁe

thatstamp.

Sec. 17. 36 MRSA §4365-F, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 2005, c. 457, Pt. AA, §3 and affected by
§8, is repealed.

Sec. 18. 36 MRSA §4401, sub-§2-A, as en-
acted by PL 2019, c. 530, Pt. A, §1 and affected by §7,
is amended to read:

2-A. Electronic smoking device. "Electronic
smoking device" means a device used to deliver nico-
tine or any other substance intended for human con-
sumption that may be used by a person te—simulate
smeking through inhalation of vapor or aerosol from the
device, including, without limitation, a device manufac-
tured, distributed, marketed or sold as an electronic cig-
arette, electronic cigar, electronic pipe, electronic
hookah or so-called vape pen.

Sec. 19. 36 MRSA §4401, sub-§4, as enacted
by PL 1985, ¢. 783, §16, is amended to read:

4. Place of business. "Place of business" means
any place where tobacco products are sold or where to-
bacco products are manufactured, stored; or kept for the
purpose of sale or consumption, including any vessel,

vehicle, airplane; or train er-vending-machines.
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Sec. 20. Effective date. This Act takes effect
January 5, 2026.

Effective January 5, 2026.

CHAPTER 368
H.P. 430 - L.D. 662

An Act to Support Survivors of
Military Sexual Trauma and
Active Duty Military Members
Transitioning to Civilian Life

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, veterans have made significant sacri-
fices to protect our country and ensure our freedom, and
many of those veterans in Maine may face challenges
transitioning back to civilian life; and

Whereas, the Legislature remains committed to
supporting efforts that assist military service members
and their families as they separate from military service
and transition back to civilian life by helping them find
stable employment, access health care and housing and
find their place in society; and

Whereas, it is particularly important to support
those veterans who have sacrificed more than others be-
cause they have experienced military sexual trauma
while serving their country in the military; and

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect be-
fore the expiration of the 90-day period to provide des-
perately needed funding to organizations that support
veterans and their families; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 5§ MRSA §13056-K is enacted to read:

§13056-K. Active Duty Military Transition to Civil-
ian Life Fund and Program

1. Fund established; purpose. The Active Duty
Military Transition to Civilian Life Fund, referred to in
this section as "the fund," is established within the de-
partment as an Other Special Revenue Funds account
for the purpose of receiving funds for the program.

2. Program established; purpose. The Active
Duty Military Transition to Civilian Life Program, re-
ferred to in this section as "the program," is established

within the department to support organizations in the
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State conducting outreach and providing support ser-

vices to active duty military members and their families
who are transitioning to civilian life.

3. Fund sources; administration. The fund con-
sists of money appropriated or allocated to the fund or
received from public or private sources. Through
agreements or cooperative arrangements, the depart-
ment may receive, administer and disburse any funds or
contributions from a state or federal agency. person,
firm or corporation, either independently or in conjunc-
tion with state funds appropriated or allocated to the
fund for the purposes of this section.

4.  Funds held separate; interest credited;
nonlapsing. The funds in the fund must be held sepa-
rate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts.
Interest earned by the fund must be credited to the fund.
Any unexpended balances remaining in the fund at the
end of any fiscal year do not lapse and must be carried
forward to the next fiscal year.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §2430, sub-§3, as amended
by PL 2021, c. 181, Pt. A, §2, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §2430, sub-§3-A is enacted
to read:

3-A. Uses of fund. As allocated by the Legisla-
ture, the fund may be used for:

A. Expenses of the department to administer this
chapter;

B. Grants for research regarding cannabis for med-
ical use in accordance with subsection 5;

C. Grants to organizations in the State conducting
outreach and providing support services to active
duty military members and their families who are
transitioning to civilian life. Notwithstanding any
provision of law to the contrary, on or before Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and by every September 30th
thereafter, the State Controller shall transfer
$200,000 from the fund to the Active Duty Military
Transition to Civilian Life Fund established within
the Department of Economic and Community De-
velopment under Title 5, section 13056-K to ad-

minister grants issued pursuant to this paragraph;
and

D. Grants to organizations in the State providing
housing and support services for unhoused veterans
and their children and for survivors of military sex-
ual trauma. Notwithstanding any provision of law
to the contrary, on or before September 30, 2025,
and by every September 30th thereafter, the State
Controller shall transfer $285,000 from the fund to
the Survivors of Military Sexual Trauma Fund un-

der section 3971 to administer grants issued pursu-
ant to this paragraph.

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA c. 1069 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 1069






