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threatened or endangered species or species of special 
concern. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 334 
H.P. 109 - L.D. 176 

An Act to Authorize the 
Formation of Emergency 
Medical Services Districts 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA c. 164, headnote is 
amended to read: 

CHAPTER 164 

FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
DISTRICTS 

Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §3531, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 1997, c. 698, §2, is amended to read: 

1.  District.  "District" "District," "emergency med-
ical services district" or "fire district" means a district 
created by vote of a group of municipalities for the pur-
pose of providing fire protection or emergency medical 
services. 

Sec. 3.  30-A MRSA §3532, sub-§2, as enacted 
by PL 1997, c. 698, §2, is amended to read: 

2.  General powers; area of service.  The district 
formed under subsection 1 is a quasi-municipal corpo-
ration that may sue and be sued, plead and be im-
pleaded, adopt a name, adopt and alter a common seal, 
borrow funds and do all things necessary to furnish 
emergency medical services or fire protection within 
that district. 

Sec. 4.  30-A MRSA §3532, sub-§4, as enacted 
by PL 1997, c. 698, §2, is amended to read: 

4.  Draft agreement.  Prior to voting on formation 
of a an emergency medical services district or a fire dis-
trict, the municipalities shall negotiate an agreement on 
terms for governing the district, including such matters 
as the number and distribution of district directors, 
length of term for a director, the time frame of the fiscal 
year of the district and such other matters as are essen-
tial to the operation of the district. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 335 
H.P. 113 - L.D. 180 

An Act Regarding 
Reimbursements by Health 

Insurance Carriers or 
Pharmacy Benefits Managers 

to Pharmacies 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  24-A MRSA §4349-A is enacted to 
read: 

§4349-A.  Discriminatory reimbursement of phar-
macy providers prohibited 

A carrier, or a pharmacy benefits manager under 
contract with a carrier, may not reimburse a pharmacy 
provider for a prescription drug or pharmacy service in 
an amount that is less than the reimbursement amount 
paid to a pharmacy provider affiliated with the carrier 
or pharmacy benefits manager for the same prescription 
drug or pharmacy service. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 336 
H.P. 144 - L.D. 221 

An Act to Address the Effect of 
Changes to Federal Income 
Tax Laws on Maine Income 

Tax Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §5231, sub-§4 is enacted to 
read: 

4.  Material budgetary impact.  The assessor may 
not grant a generally applicable extension of time for 
payment or filing that would have a material budgetary 
impact on the State without the approval of the Com-
missioner of Administrative and Financial Services.  
Prior to granting the approval, the commissioner shall 
report in writing to the Governor the nature of the ex-
tension and its budgetary impact and shall send a copy 
of the report to the President of the Senate, the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, the majority and mi-
nority leaders of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, the chair of the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters 
and the chair of the joint standing committee of the Leg-
islature having jurisdiction over appropriations and fi-
nancial affairs. 

Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §5295 is enacted to read: 
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§5295.  Temporary adjustments to Maine income 
tax filing requirements based on federal 
changes 

1.  Federal income tax law changes; report.  
Whenever it appears to the Commissioner of Adminis-
trative and Financial Services that the Legislature has 
not had the opportunity before the bureau begins pro-
cessing returns for the most recently completed tax year 
to conform or adjust Maine laws in response to federal 
income tax law changes affecting the tax year, the com-
missioner shall report in writing to the Governor a de-
scription of the federal income tax law changes and 
their potential effect on Maine income tax laws and the 
state budget. The commissioner shall timely send a 
copy of the report to the President of the Senate, the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the majority 
and minority leaders of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, the chair of the joint standing committee of 
the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters 
and the chair of the joint standing committee of the Leg-
islature having jurisdiction over appropriations and fi-
nancial affairs. 

2.  Determination by Governor of temporary ad-
justment of Maine income tax filing requirements.  
After receiving the report pursuant to subsection 1, the 
Governor may direct the assessor to temporarily adjust, 
in a manner determined equitable by the Governor, the 
assessor's administration of the tax year based on some 
or all of the federal income tax law changes as the Gov-
ernor may equitably determine, contingent on the future 
enactment by the Legislature of legislation that ad-
dresses the federal income tax law changes. The Gover-
nor, to the extent practicable, shall make the determina-
tion consistent with the intent of the Legislature in en-
acted Maine income tax laws and consider the budget-
ary implications of the determination and the extent to 
which the determination reduces the complexity of the 
affected tax year to ease taxpayers' compliance with, 
and the bureau's administration of, Maine income tax 
laws. 

3.  Notice.  Immediately upon making a determina-
tion pursuant to subsection 2, the Governor shall notify 
the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, the majority and minority leaders of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, the members 
of the joint standing committee of the Legislature hav-
ing jurisdiction over taxation matters and the chairs of 
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs of 
the specific direction provided to the assessor and the 
effect of that determination on Maine income tax laws 
and the state budget. 

Upon receipt of notice pursuant to this subsection, the 
joint standing committee of the Legislature having ju-
risdiction over taxation matters may convene to con-
sider action taken under this section.  A hearing held 

under this section must be held with public notice pro-
vided at least 2 full weeks prior to the day of the hear-
ing.  The joint standing committee may report out a bill 
related to the report to the session of the Legislature to 
which the report is submitted or, if the Legislature is not 
in session, to the next regular or special session of the 
Legislature occurring after submission of the report. 

4.  Action by assessor.  Upon receiving the direc-
tion of the Governor pursuant to subsection 2, the asses-
sor shall proceed in accordance with that direction, in-
cluding in the processing of income tax returns and no-
tices, the acceptance of tax payments and the issuance 
of refunds. 

The tax return filing instructions or related public infor-
mation must: 

A.  State that the tax return filing instructions and 
processing of those returns are, in whole or in part, 
contingent on the enactment by the Legislature of 
legislation that addresses federal income tax law 
changes; 

B.  Explain that a taxpayer may choose to wait for 
the enactment by the Legislature of legislation that 
addresses federal income tax law changes by filing 
under extension pursuant to section 5231, subsec-
tion 4; 

C.  Require a taxpayer that files a tax return to do 
so in a manner consistent with the issued tax re-
turns, forms, instructions and other guidance; and 

D.  State that if the Legislature enacts legislation 
that addresses federal income tax law changes that 
are at variance with the filing instructions in effect 
at the time of filing: 

(1)  The affected taxpayer is not subject to in-
terest or penalty for a resulting underpayment 
related to the variance; 

(2)  Any incorrect refund will not result in in-
terest or penalty accruing prior to the date of 
enactment of such legislation; and 

(3)  The affected taxpayer shall file an 
amended return to address the variance. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 337 
H.P. 194 - L.D. 294 

An Act to Expand Municipal 
Volunteer Program Eligibility 
Requirements in the Municipal 
Property Tax Assistance Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 




