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C. The petition is determined complete for pro-
cessing by the board of appeals no later than December
31, 2027.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 12, 2025.

CHAPTER 287
S.P. 533 - L.D. 1303

An Act to Amend the Laws
Governing Qualifications for
the State Auditor

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §241, as amended by PL 2015,
c. 44, §3, is further amended to read:

§241. State Auditor;-salary

The State Auditor is the head chief administrator of
the Ofﬁce of the State Auditor. The-State-Auditorimust

with notless-than 5623.*5 ofexperience as a professional
aee!e. uhtantor a Hd“e’* ;ﬂe]lu. el]mg ﬁe] Eles]s than-5-years-of
have beenin-a-supervisery-eapaeity- The State Auditor
must be elected by the Legislature by a joint ballot of
the Senators and Representatives in convention and
holds office for a term of 4 years or until a successor is
elected and qualified. The State Auditor shall exercise
such powers and perform such duties as are set forth in
this chapter. In ease the event the office of State Auditor
becomes vacant during-a-period-when-the Legislatureis
netinsessiom—the because of death, resignation, re-
moval or other cause, the deputy auditor shall perform
the administrative and statutory duties of the State Au-
ditor until the appointment of a person to fill such va-
cancy. The appointment of a person to fill such vacancy
must be made immediately by the President of the Sen-
ate or, if that office is vacant, by the Speaker of the
House, and the person appomted holds that office until
such-time-as the Legislature meets in regular or special
session; and either eenfirm confirms the appointment of
the person or chooses another person to fill the office
during the unexpired term.

A person elected to the office of State Auditor must
hold certification related to accounting, auditing or fi-
nancial analysis or hold a degree in business for finance
from an accredited postsecondary educational institu-
tion. If a person elected to the office of State Auditor is
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internal-auditor-at-the-time-of-clection-and (ails to be-
come so qualified within 9—menths 2 years of being
sworn into office, as—required-by-seetion-242; that per-
son may—ne—leﬂger—sewe—as—S{-a%e—l%kd-ﬁer—aﬁé is ineligi-

ble for reelection
of State-Auditoris-deemed-vaeant as State Auditor.

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §242, as amended by PL 2015,
c. 44, §4, is further amended to read:

§242. Organization; deputy

The Office of the State Auditor must be organized
in the manner the State Auditor considers best suited to
the accomplishment of its functions. The office may
have those auditors, assistants and employees as the
State Auditor may require, but they are subject to the
Civil Service Law.

Any person-elected-to-the position-of State Auditer
er-any person permanently employed by the Office of
the State Auditor as deputy auditor, director of audits or
assistant director of audits must be eurrently qualified
as or have successfully completed or passed the exami-
nation for a certified public accountant, certified infor-
mation systems auditor or certified internal auditor.
Persons not so qualified may be employed in these audit
supervisory positions on a temporary basis not to ex-
ceed 9 months.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of State Au-
ditor because of death, resignation, removal or other
cause, the deputy auditor shall perform the duties of the
office until a State Auditor has been appointed in con-
formity with section 241 and has been duly qualified. In
the event of absence or disability of the State Auditor,
the deputy auditor shall likewise perform the duties of
the office during the State Auditor's absence.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 288
H.P. 937 - L.D. 1428

An Act to Increase Access to
Child Care for Maine Families

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §8302-A, sub-§4 is enacted
to read:

4. Recreational space. A child care facility or a
family child care provider may operate without an out-
door recreational space as long as an outside public rec-
reational space is available within a reasonable distance
from the facility or provider.

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA §4364-D is enacted to
read:

§4364-D. Child care services in residential areas
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1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have

the following meanings.
A. "Child care facility" has the same meaning as
in Title 22, section 8301-A, subsection 1-A, para-
graph B.
B. "Family child care provider" has the same

meaning as in Title 22, section 8301-A, subsection
1-A, paragraph C.

2. Location of child care. A child care facility or
a family child care provider is a permitted use in a mu-
nicipal area that is zoned for residential purposes, sub-
ject to the same requirements for other residential prop-

erty.

See title page for effective date.
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permit holder may return the permit to the department,
which, in accordance with rules adopted by the commis-
sioner, shall provide for the transfer of the permit to a
disabled veteran. A transferor and a transferee of the
permit are subject to the elimination of any accumulated
points under subsection 8 irehetbili

i i Rules adopted under this
subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title
5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 3. Effective date. This Act takes effect Jan-
uary 1, 2026.

Effective January 1, 2026.

CHAPTER 289
H.P. 939 - L.D. 1430

An Act Regarding the Transfer
of Moose Permits to Disabled
Veterans

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §11154, sub-§5, as repealed
and replaced by PL 2017, c. 427, §14 and affected by
§19, is amended to read:

5. Eligibility. Except as provided in this subsec-
tion, a resident or nonresident who is eligible to obtain
a Maine hunting license or who will be eligible to obtain
a Maine hunting license by the opening day of the open
moose season is eligible to apply for a moose hunting
permit. A person who has obtained a moose hunting
permit is ineligible to obtain another permit until the 4th
calendar year after the issuance of the last permit. This
limitation does not apply to subpermittees under sub-
section 7 or transferors and transferees under subsection
16. A person under 10 years of age on the opening day
of the open moose season is eligible to apply for a
moose hunting permit and may accrue points under sub-
section 8 but is ineligible to receive a moose hunting
permit.

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §11154, sub-§16, as enacted
by PL 2019, c. 191, §1, is amended to read:

16. Moose permit transfer; disabled veterans.
A person who holds a valid moose permit may transfer,
in accordance with this subsection, that permit to a dis-
abled veteran who meets the eligibility and permit re-
quirements under this section and section 10853, sub-
section 4 and who is not otherwise prohibited from
holding a moose permit. The commissioner may au-
thorize a permit holder to transfer the moose permit to
a disabled veteran identified by the permit holder or the
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CHAPTER 290
S.P. 626 - L.D. 1542

An Act to Amend the
Membership of the Washington
County Budget Advisory
Committee

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA §900-B, as amended by PL
2019, c. 23, §1, is further amended to read:

§900-B. Advisory committee

There is established the Washington County
Budget Advisory Committee as provided in this section.

1. Municipal officers; election; term. Fhe Ex-
cept as provided in subsections 2 and 2-A, the munici-
pal officers from each county commissioner district
shall choose the budget advisory committee members
by the following procedure.

A. No later than 100 days before the end of the
county's fiscal year, the county commissioners
shall notify all municipal officers in the county to
caucus by county commissioner districts at a spec-
ified date, time and place for the purpose of elect-
ing at least one municipal officer from each district
as a member of the budget advisory committee; ex-
cept that, in 1992, at least 3 municipal officers must
be selected from each district unless the municipal
officers of a district decide that another person
from that district would be better qualified. A mu-
nicipality may not be represented by more than one
officer at a time. The county commissioner shall
serve as nonvoting moderator for that district cau-
cus. Nominations must be received from the floor.
The nominee receiving the most votes is approved
as a budget advisory committee member except
that, in 1992, each caucus shall elect 3 members.
The names of those elected by the caucus must be
recorded and forwarded to the county commission-
ers.






