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Marine Resources Working 
Waterfront 
Advisory 
Council 

Not 
Authorized 

5 MRSA
§3208

Sec. 4.  Working Waterfront Advisory 
Council initial membership appointments.  Not-
withstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, sec-
tion 3208, subsection 2, in making the initial member-
ship appointments to the Working Waterfront Advisory 
Council established pursuant to Title 5, section 12004-I, 
subsection 57-I, the Director of the Maine Office of 
Community Affairs shall make the initial membership 
appointment terms staggered so that approximately 1/3 
of the members are appointed for a term of 3 years, ap-
proximately 1/3 of the members are appointed for a 
term of 2 years and approximately 1/3 of the members 
are appointed for a term of one year. 

Sec. 5.  Appropriations and allocations.  The 
following appropriations and allocations are made. 

MAINE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

Working Waterfront Information and Technical 
Assistance Fund N542 

Initiative: Provides ongoing allocations to establish the 
Working Waterfront Information and Technical Assis-
tance Fund. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2025-26 2026-27

All Other $500 $500
  __________ __________
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS TOTAL 

$500 $500

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 266 
H.P. 823 - L.D. 1248 

An Act Regarding Physical 
Escort and Restraint and 
Seclusion of Students in 

Schools 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §4014, sub-§1, ¶D, as 
enacted by PL 2021, c. 453, §1, is amended to read: 

D.  "Physical escort" means the temporary, volun-
tary touching or holding of the hand, wrist, arm, 
shoulder or back to induce a student to walk to a 
safe location. 

Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §4014, sub-§1, ¶G-1 is 
enacted to read: 

G-1.  "Serious physical injury" means any impair-
ment of the physical condition of a person, whether 

self-inflicted or inflicted by someone else, that re-
quires a medical practitioner, including, but not 
limited to, a school nurse, to evaluate or treat the 
person. 

This paragraph is repealed August 1, 2029. 

Sec. 3. Report. The Department of Education 
shall, no later than January 1, 2029, submit a report to 
the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over education matters related to the use of 
physical restraint and seclusion in schools under the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 4014. The 
report must include, but is not limited to, data on the use 
of physical restraint and seclusion in schools in the State 
prior to October 15, 2025 and after that date and include 
a summary of any changes to the use of physical re-
straint and seclusion between calendar years 2021 and 
2028. The joint standing committee is authorized to re-
port out a bill to the 134th Legislature in 2029. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 267 
H.P. 1077 - L.D. 1623 

An Act to Amend Certain Fish 
and Wildlife Laws Related to 
Landowner Representation 

Regarding Abandoned 
Property 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10652, sub-§1, ¶A, as 
amended by PL 2021, c. 54, §2, is further amended to 
read: 

A.  A person may not: 

(1)  Tear down or destroy any fence or wall on 
another person's land; 

(2)  Leave open any gate or bars on another 
person's land; 

(3)  Trample or destroy any crop on another 
person's land; 

(4)  Damage or destroy a tree on another per-
son's land by inserting into that tree any metal-
lic or ceramic object to be used as, or as part 
of, a ladder or observation stand unless the per-
son has the permission of the landowner or the 
landowner's representative; 

(5)  Erect or use either a portable or permanent 
ladder or observation stand on the land of an-
other person unless: 

(a)  That person has obtained oral or writ-
ten authorization to erect and use a ladder 
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or observation stand from the landowner 
or the landowner's representative; and 

(b)  The ladder or observation stand is 
plainly labeled with a 2-inch by 4-inch tag 
identifying the name and address of the 
person or persons authorized by the land-
owner or the landowner's representative to 
use the ladder or observation stand. 

This subparagraph does not apply to a portable 
ladder or observation stand that is located on 
land within the jurisdiction of the Maine Land 
Use Planning Commission and attended by the 
person who owns the ladder or observation 
stand. For purposes of this subparagraph, "ob-
servation stand" does not include a portable 
blind utilized at ground level that remains in 
the physical possession of the hunter; or. 

If the landowner or the landowner's repre-
sentative finds an abandoned ladder or obser-
vation stand on the landowner's land in viola-
tion of this subparagraph and the owner of the 
abandoned ladder or observation stand is un-
known, the landowner or the landowner's rep-
resentative may take ownership of the aban-
doned ladder or observation stand. The land-
owner or the landowner's representative may 
remove, destroy, sell or possess the abandoned 
ladder or observation stand. For the purposes 
of this subparagraph, "abandoned ladder or ob-
servation stand" means a ladder or observation 
stand left on property not owned by the person 
who owns the ladder or observation stand 
without permission of the landowner or the 
landowner's representative; or 

(6)  Destroy, tear down, deface or otherwise 
damage a property posting sign under Title 
17‑A, section 402, subsection 4. 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §13070, sub-§2, as affected 
by PL 2003, c. 614, §9, amended by c. 655, Pt. B, §382 
and affected by §422, is further amended to read: 

2.  Stop and identify requirement.  Persons oper-
ating an airmobile upon the land of another shall stop 
and identify themselves upon the request of the land-
owner or the landowner's duly authorized representa-
tive.  A person who violates this subsection commits a 
Class E crime. 

Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §13106-A, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §394 and affected by 
§422, is amended to read: 

2.  Stop and identify requirement.  Persons oper-
ating a snowmobile upon the land of another shall stop 
and identify themselves upon the request of the land-
owner or the landowner's duly authorized representa-
tive. 

A person who violates this subsection commits a Class 
E crime. 

Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §13155, sub-§5-B, as 
amended by PL 2021, c. 526, §2, is further amended to 
read: 

5-B.  Oversized ATV; exception.  A person may 
not register an oversized ATV except as provided in this 
subsection.  A resident who has registered an oversized 
ATV prior to January 1, 2022 may continue to register 
that oversized ATV upon payment of the fee specified 
in subsection 5, paragraph A, and upon a transfer of 
ownership of that registered oversized ATV, the new 
owner may also register that oversized ATV upon pay-
ment of the fee specified in subsection 5, paragraph A. 
Registration is not required for an oversized ATV oper-
ated by a person on the land of another if written per-
mission is received from the landowner or, lessee of the 
land or landowner's representative and the person is en-
gaged solely in a business activity, other than a business 
activity involving recreational use of the oversized 
ATV. For purposes of this subsection, "oversized ATV" 
means an ATV that is wider than 65 inches or weighs 
more than 2,000 pounds according to the manufacturer's 
specifications. 

Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §13157-A, sub-§1-A, as 
amended by PL 2021, c. 215, §11, is further amended 
to read: 

1-A.  Permission required.  A person may not op-
erate an ATV on the land of another without the permis-
sion of the landowner or, lessee or landowner's repre-
sentative.  Permission is presumed on designated state-
approved ATV trails or in areas open to ATVs by land-
owner policy.  A landowner or, lessee or landowner's 
representative may limit the use of a designated state-
approved ATV trail on that landowner's or lessee's 
property through agreements with the State or an ATV 
club to address environmental, public safety or manage-
ment concerns, including by limiting the type, size and 
weight of ATVs permitted on the landowner's or les-
see's property.  A person operating an ATV, including 
an oversized ATV, on designated state-approved ATV 
trails shall adhere to limitations imposed by a land-
owner or, lessee or landowner's representative and the 
State on that part of the designated state-approved ATV 
trail on the landowner's or lessee's property in accor-
dance with this subsection.  Written permission of the 
landowner or, lessee or landowner's representative is re-
quired for use of an ATV on cropland or pastureland or 
in an orchard.  A landowner, lessee or landowner's rep-
resentative may limit in writing the use of a designated 
state-approved ATV trail on that landowner's or lessee's 
property.  As used in this subsection, "cropland" means 
acreage in tillage rotation, land being cropped and land 
in bush fruits and "pastureland" means acreage devoted 
to the production of forage plants used for animal pro-
duction.  For purposes of this subsection, "oversized 
ATV" has the same meaning as defined in section 
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13155, subsection 5‑B.  Nothing in this This subsection 
may not be construed to limit or expand a landowner's 
or lessee's property rights. 

A.  A person who violates this subsection commits 
a civil violation for which a fine of not less than 
$100 or more than $500 may be adjudged. 

B.  A person who violates this subsection after hav-
ing been adjudicated of having committed 3 or 
more civil violations under this Part within the pre-
vious 5-year period commits a Class E crime. 

Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §13157-A, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §414 and affected by 
§422, is amended to read: 

2.  Stop and identify requirement.  Persons oper-
ating ATVs upon the land of another shall stop and 
identify themselves upon the request of the landowner, 
lessee or the landowner's duly authorized representa-
tive.  A person who violates this subsection commits a 
Class E crime. 

Sec. 7.  12 MRSA §13157-A, sub-§27, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 2005, c. 397, Pt. E, §26 and amended by 
PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §5, is further amended by 
amending subparagraph (2) in the first blocked para-
graph to read: 

The provisions of this subparagraph do not ap-
ply to a trail designated for ATV use by the 
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and 
Forestry.  The provisions of this subparagraph 
also do not apply to a person accessing land for 
maintenance or inspection purposes with the 
landowner's permission or the landowner's 
representative's permission or to local, state or 
federal government personnel in the perfor-
mance of official duties, provided as long as 
there is no significant ground disturbance or 
sedimentation of water bodies. 

Sec. 8.  33 MRSA §2001, as enacted by PL 
2013, c. 382, §1, is amended to read: 

§2001.  Placement of cameras and electronic surveil-
lance equipment on private property 

1.  Prohibition.  A person may not place a camera 
or electronic surveillance equipment that records im-
ages or data of any kind while unattended outside on the 
private property of another without the written consent 
of the landowner or the landowner's representative, un-
less the placement is pursuant to a warrant. 

2.  Labeling.  A person who places a camera or 
electronic surveillance equipment described in subsec-
tion 1 on the private property of another with the written 
consent of the landowner or the landowner's representa-
tive or pursuant to a warrant shall label the camera or 
electronic surveillance equipment with that person's 
name and contact information. 

3.  Remove or disable; abandoned camera or 
electronic surveillance equipment.  A landowner or 
the landowner's representative may remove or disable a 
camera or electronic surveillance equipment placed on 
the landowner's private property in violation of this sec-
tion.  If the landowner or the landowner's representative 
finds an abandoned camera or electronic surveillance 
equipment on the landowner's land in violation of this 
section and the owner of the abandoned camera or elec-
tronic surveillance equipment is unknown, the land-
owner or the landowner's representative may take own-
ership of the abandoned camera or electronic surveil-
lance equipment.  The landowner or the landowner's 
representative may remove, destroy, sell or possess the 
abandoned camera or electronic surveillance equip-
ment.  For purposes of this section, "abandoned camera 
or electronic surveillance equipment" means a camera 
or electronic surveillance equipment left on property 
not owned by the person who owns the camera or elec-
tronic surveillance equipment without permission of the 
landowner or the landowner's representative. 

4.  Exceptions.  This section does not prohibit the 
following: 

A.  The use of a camera to deter theft or vandalism 
of a motor vehicle when the motor vehicle is tem-
porarily parked; or 

B.  The use of implanted or attached electronic de-
vices to identify, monitor and track animals. 

5.  Penalty.  A person who violates this section 
commits a civil violation for which a fine of not more 
than $500 may be adjudged. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 268 
H.P. 1089 - L.D. 1635 

An Act to Streamline 
Municipal Referenda Recount 

Initiation 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §2532, as amended by PL 
2019, c. 288, §2, is further amended to read: 

§2532.  Referendum recount procedure 

In the case of a referendum, a recount must be 
granted upon written application of 10% or 100, which-
ever is less, of the registered voters in the municipality, 
except that, notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary, if a municipal referendum passes or fails by 
less than 1% of all the votes cast in the referendum, in-
cluding any blank ballots cast, a recount may be con-
ducted upon the majority vote of the municipal officers.  




