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2. Information public unless designated as con-
fidential; proprietary information. Information pro-
vided to or developed by the corporation and included
in a business or marketing plan is considered a public
record unless the person to whom the information be-
longs or pertains requests that it be designated as confi-
dential and the corporation determines that it contains
proprietary information, in which case it is not a public
record under Title 1, section 402, subsection 3. para-
graph A.

3. Tax or financial information. Any financial
statement or supporting data of a financial statement or

PUBLIC LAW, C. 260

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA §1660, as amended by PL
2015, c. 315, §3, is further amended by enacting at the
end a new paragraph to read:

After reviewing the report, the joint standing com-
mittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over crim-
inal justice matters is authorized to submit legislation to
address issues raised by the report.

Sec. 3. 34-A MRSA §1402, sub-§15 is enacted
to read:

15. Report on segregated prisoners. On or be-
fore January 15, 2026 and annually thereafter, the com-

tax return of any person is confidential.

4. Credit assessment. Any record obtained by the
corporation that contains an assessment of the credit-

worthiness, credit rating or financial condition of any
person is confidential.

This section does not prohibit the disclosure of in-

missioner shall submit a report to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
criminal justice matters that includes the following in-
formation for each correctional facility about prisoners
who have been segregated and not allowed to leave their

cells for a minimum of 22 hours out of a 24-hour period
during the prior calendar year:

formation that is otherwise publicly available.
Sec. 7. S MRSA §13213 is enacted to read:
§13213. Exemption from property tax

In addition to any other basis for exemption from
taxation, the corporation is exempt from property taxa-
tion imposed pursuant to Title 36, Part 2.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 259
H.P. 259 - L.D. 405

An Act to Require Reporting
on the Uses of Prisoner
Segregation
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA §1660, sub-§5 is enacted
to read:

5. Information on segregation. The report must
include the following information for county jails and
regional jails about prisoners who have been segregated
and not allowed to leave their cells for a minimum of 22
hours out of a 24-hour period during the prior calendar

year:
A. The total number of prisoners who were segre-
gated;

B. For each instance of segregation, the total
amount of time a prisoner was segregated; and

C. The reason why the prisoner was segregated.

As used in this subsection, "segregation" means the sep-
aration of a prisoner from the general population of a
county jail or regional jail for administrative or punitive
reasons.
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A. The total number of prisoners who were segre-
gated;

B. For each instance of segregation, the total
amount of time a prisoner was segregated; and

C. The reason why the prisoner was segregated.

After reviewing the report, the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over criminal jus-
tice matters is authorized to submit legislation to ad-
dress issues raised by the report.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 260
H.P. 408 - L.D. 640

An Act Requiring That Certain
Fees Charged by the Courts for
Court-ordered Payments Be
Capped and Paid by the
Defendant

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §556, 3rd 9, as amended by
PL 1989, c. 501, Pt. P, §5, is further amended to read:

Whenever any ef-these funds are ordered by the
courts to be paid to a person entitled to these funds, all
accrued interest shal must be paid to the claimant less

9 . Before receiving
any funds under this section, the clerk shall inform all
prospective parties to the court judgment or decree that
a 5% fee will be assessed on all accrued interest as re-
quired by this section. The nonprevailing party or par-
ties shall pay the court a fee equal to 5% of all interest
accrued, but in no event may the fee exceed $1,000, un-
less otherwise ordered by the court. Whenever any of




PUBLIC LAW, C. 261

these funds remain unclaimed for 20 years from the date
when payable under the court judgment or decree, the
clerk shall obtain an order from the court, under whose
judgment or decree these funds were placed in the
clerk's custody, that a comprehensive abstract of the
facts be advertised for 3 weeks successively in a news-
paper of general circulation published in the county, and
if no one appears to claim these funds within 60 days
after the date of the last publication, the funds shal be-
come forfeited to the State and must be paid by the clerk
to the Treasurer of State. That portion of this section
providing for the forfeiture of unclaimed funds shal-ap-
ply applies to funds held by the clerk of courts for 20
years or more prior to September 16, 1961.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 261
H.P. 422 - L.D. 654

An Act to Increase the
Maximum Small Claim Limit

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §7482, first €, as amended
by PL 2009, c. 428, §1, is further amended to read:

Notwithstanding the total amount of a debt or con-
tract, a "small claim" means a right of action cognizable
by a court if the debt or damage does not exceed $6;600
$10,000 exclusive of interest and costs. It does not in-
clude an action involving the title to real estate.

Sec. 2. Effective date. This Act takes effect Jan-
uary 1, 2026.

Effective January 1, 2026.
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B. Any new dwelling units to be constructed that

are designed to accommodate more than 4 families
are connected to a public water and sewer system;

C. The new construction is not contrary to the terms
or conditions of the permit, other than by the addi-
tion of new disturbed area for dwelling units. An
area designated by the permit for storm water man-
agement or for natural resource or visual buffers
may not be developed under this exemption. Sub-
surface wastewater disposal systems or wells may
not be constructed in an area excluded by the per-
mit for the placement of those systems; and

D. The permittee annually notifies the department
of any new construction conducted during the pre-
vious 12 months that is eligible for the exemption
under this subsection. The notice must identify the
type, location and ground area of the new construc-
tion. With the annual notification, the permittee
shall provide to the department development plans
certified by a professional engineer for the new
construction undertaken pursuant to this subsec-
tion.

When review under this article is required at an existing
development permitted pursuant to this article, the per-
mittee shall provide plans for the new development, as
well as for any activities that have been previously un-
dertaken pursuant to this subsection. The permittee
shall demonstrate that activities undertaken pursuant to
this subsection met the requirements for storm water
management in effect when the activities were under-
taken and that were applicable to the activity consider-
ing the entirety of the development.

For purposes of this subsection, "dwelling unit" means
any part of a structure that, through sale or lease, is in-
tended for human habitation, including single-family
and multifamily housing, accessory dwelling units, con-

CHAPTER 262
H.P. 630 - L.D. 970

An Act to Support Affordable
Housing Development

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §488, sub-§30 is enacted to
read:

30. Exemption for construction of new dwelling
units at existing development. New construction of
dwelling units at an existing development that has been
permitted pursuant to this article is exempt from review
under this article if:

A. The additional disturbed area not to be revege-
tated does not exceed 40,000 square feet ground
area in any calendar year and does not exceed
80,000 square feet ground area in total;
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dominiums, apartments and time-share units.
See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 263
S.P.474 - L.D. 1143

An Act to Update Language on
Setback Variances for Single-
family Dwellings

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA §4353, sub-§4-B, as
amended by PL 1993, c. 627, §1, is further amended to
read:

4-B. Set-back Setback variance for single-
family dwellings. A municipality may adopt an ordi-
nance that permits the board to grant a set-baek setback
variance for a singlefamily dwelling. An ordinance






