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A.  A person may take, possess or sell American 
oysters when 20% or more of a bulk pile is com-
posed of cultchless American oysters if those oys-
ters were legally taken under a municipal shellfish 
conservation ordinance authorized under section 
6671 that includes regulation of American oysters 
and for which a transplant permit has been issued 
by the department; 

B.  A person who is licensed under section 6810-B 
may take, possess or sell cultchless American oys-
ters when 20% or more of a bulk pile is composed 
of cultchless American oysters if those oysters are 
legally taken from an aquaculture lease or license 
site authorized under section 6072, 6072-A, 
6072-B or 6072-C; and 

C.  A person who is licensed under section 6851 or 
6852 may possess, buy and sell cultchless Ameri-
can oysters when 20% or more of a bulk pile is 
composed of cultchless American oysters. 

This subsection does not apply to a person who holds a 
current aquaculture lease or license site authorized un-
der section 6072, 6072-A, 6072-B or 6072-C, as long as 
the person is engaged in activity authorized under those 
sections. 

The tolerance described under this subsection is deter-
mined by numerical count of not less than one peck nor 
more than 4 pecks taken at random from various parts 
of the bulk pile or by a count of the entire pile if it con-
tains less than one peck. 

Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §6863, as amended by PL 
2013, c. 509, §10, is repealed. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 228 
S.P. 130 - L.D. 280 

An Act to Establish Lifetime 
Ferry Passes for Retired Maine 
State Ferry Service Employees 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §4408 is enacted to read: 

§4408.  Lifetime ferry passes for retired ferry service 
employees 

A former state employee who is receiving retire-
ment benefits after at least 15 years of employment with 
the Maine State Ferry Service and who is a year-round 
resident of one of the served islands of the Maine State 
Ferry Service is eligible to receive a lifetime ferry pass 
and a waiver from any reservation fees if the lifetime 
ferry pass is presented when making the reservation. 
For the purposes of this section, "lifetime ferry pass" 

means a nontransferable pass that provides on a ferry 
operated by the Maine State Ferry Service: 

1.  Walk-on passage.  Unlimited walk-on passage 
for a passenger to and from the island on which the re-
tiree resides; and 

2.  Passenger and vehicle passage.  One round-
trip passage per month for a passenger and that passen-
ger's vehicle during peak season as determined by rules 
adopted by the Department of Transportation and 2 
round-trip passages per month during off-peak season 
as determined by rules adopted by the department.  A 
reservation for passage described in this subsection 
must follow rules adopted by the department.  For the 
purposes of this subsection, "vehicle" means a noncom-
mercial motor vehicle with 4 tires or fewer and an over-
all length of 20 feet or less. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 229 
H.P. 301 - L.D. 447 

An Act to Amend the Law 
Governing Ferry Service to 

Matinicus Isle 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §4401, as amended by PL 
1999, c. 20, §1, is further amended to read: 

§4401.  Ferry service for North Haven, Vinalhaven, 
Islesboro, Matinicus Isle, Swan's Island and 
Frenchboro 

It is the duty of the Department of Transportation 
to operate a ferry route or routes between the mainland 
and the towns of North Haven, Vinalhaven, Islesboro, 
Matinicus Isle and Swan's Island for the purpose of 
transporting vehicles, freight and passengers to and 
from these towns, and the department may operate the 
ferry route or routes to and from Frenchboro. Ferry ser-
vice to Matinicus Isle must be at least 12 times per year 
and may be up to 36 times per year, with additional ser-
vice authorized as agreed upon by the residents of 
Matinicus Isle and the department, and may be provided 
by state-owned or privately contracted vessels. These 
ferry routes are designated as the "Maine State Ferry 
Service."  During periods of facility repair or mainte-
nance or during periods of extraordinary demand, the 
department may carry out its responsibilities by utiliz-
ing privately contracted vessels to provide additional or 
substitute service to islands served by the Maine State 
Ferry Service as long as the use of privately contracted 
vessels is in accordance with an agreement between the 
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department and the State's collective bargaining agent 
as defined in Title 26, section 979‑A, subsection 1. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 230 
H.P. 323 - L.D. 494 

An Act to Update and Clarify 
Certain Provisions of State 
Liquor and Lottery Laws 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, certain provisions in this legislation re-
late to businesses that cater to tourists, and the Legisla-
ture recognizes that the tourism season is crucial for the 
State's economy and public well-being; and 

Whereas, the tourism season, which brings mil-
lions of visitors and significant revenue to the State, re-
lies on a regulated and enjoyable environment, includ-
ing accessible and responsible alcohol sales; and 

Whereas, for these reasons, this legislation needs 
to take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period; 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

PART A 

Sec. A-1.  28-A MRSA §2, sub-§15, ¶N-2 is 
enacted to read: 

N-2.  "Purveyor of spirits" means an agency liquor 
store licensed by the bureau under section 462 to 
conduct unlimited spirits taste-testing events on the 
agency liquor store's licensed premises. 

Sec. A-2.  28-A MRSA §2, sub-§33-A, as en-
acted by PL 2021, c. 658, §32, is amended to read: 

33-A.  Vessel.  "Vessel" means a ship, vessel or 
boat of any kind used for navigation of the coastal wa-
ters or for commercial navigation of inland waters and 
licensed for carrying no fewer than 25 12 passengers 
under the requirements of the Public Utilities Commis-
sion or the United States Coast Guard. 

Sec. A-3.  28-A MRSA §10, sub-§1, as 
amended by PL 2021, c. 658, §44, is further amended 
to read: 

1.  Class A restaurant or restaurant and off-
premises retail licensee on same premises not pro-
hibited.  If a portion of the premises is licensed as an 
off-premises retail licensee, no provision within this Ti-
tle may not be construed to prohibit issuance of a Class 
III or Class IV license to the same licensee for a restau-
rant or Class A restaurant for the remaining portion of 
the premises, as long as necessary qualifications are 
maintained for each separately licensed area and food is 
available for free or purchase at all times that liquor is 
sold for on-premises consumption. 

Sec. A-4.  28-A MRSA §10, sub-§2-B, as 
amended by PL 2021, c. 658, §§45 and 46, is further 
amended to read: 

2-B.  Access exception.  Notwithstanding subsec-
tion 2, there may be access between the 2 licensed areas 
by the public as provided by this subsection. 

A.  There may be access between the 2 licensed ar-
eas when there is a clear delineation of space, by a 
wall or permanent barrier that separates the 2 li-
censed areas and allows only one clearly defined 
and controlled point of access for patrons between 
the licensed establishments.  The controlled point 
of access is not required to include a door that must 
be physically opened and closed. 

B.  When access between the 2 licensed areas exists 
for patrons of either establishment, all food must be 
available for free or purchase at all times that malt 
liquor and wine is sold for on-premises consump-
tion must be served by an employee of the licensed 
on-premises establishment and:. 

(1)  Must be accompanied by a full meal pre-
pared in a separate and complete kitchen on the 
premises of the on-premises establishment if 
the on-premises establishment is a Class A res-
taurant; or 

(2)  Must be accompanied by a full meal or a 
hot or cold meal prepared in a separate and 
complete kitchen on the premises of the on-
premises establishment if the on-premises es-
tablishment is a restaurant.  For purposes of 
this subparagraph, a "hot or cold meal" means 
a meal consisting of food items that customar-
ily appear on a restaurant menu, including, but 
not limited to, sandwiches, salads, hamburg-
ers, cheeseburgers, hot dogs and pizza.  A meal 
consisting solely of prepackaged snack foods 
such as popcorn, chips or pretzels is not a "hot 
or cold meal" within the meaning of this sub-
paragraph. 

C.  Malt liquor or wine sold or served on the prem-
ises may not be transported by a patron or em-
ployee of either establishment from one licensed 
area to another.  The licensee shall ensure that eas-
ily readable signs are conspicuously posted to in-
form the public that transfer of malt liquor or wine 




