MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




LAWS

OF THE

STATE OF MAINE

AS PASSED BY THE

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION
December 4, 2024 to March 21, 2025

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
March 25, 2025 to June 25, 2025

THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
NONEMERGENCY LAWS IS
JUNE 20, 2025

THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
NONEMERGENCY LAWS IS
SEPTEMBER 24, 2025

PUBLISHED BY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED,
TITLE 3, SECTION 163-A, SUBSECTION 4.

Augusta, Maine
2025



PUBLIC LAW, C. 215

percentage authorized by the commission in
accordance with this subparagraph must be
used to offset future revenue requirements in
the setting of rates. Any interest generated on
these funds must be deposited into the contin-
gency reserve fund. The balance in the contin-
gency reserve fund at the close of the utility's
fiscal year may not exceed 25% 35% or the
percentage authorized by the commission of
the yearly revenues over the amount required
to operate the utility;net-ineludingpurchased
pewersupply-cestsifany;

5 ; and

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 215
S.P. 586 - L.D. 1445

An Act to Prevent Financial
Exploitation of Vulnerable
Adults

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 9-B MRSA §162, sub-§5, as amended
by PL 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA, §3, is further amended
to read:

5. Disclosure to the Department of Health and
Human Services upon suspicion of financial exploi-
tation. The financial records are disclosed to the De-
partment of Health and Human Services pursuant to Ti-
tle 22, section 3479 because a financial institution au-
thorized to do business in this State or its affiliate or a
credit union authorized to do business in this State or its
affiliate has reasonable cause to suspect that an incapac-
itated or dependent adult has been or is at substantial
risk of abuse, neglect or exploitation; er

Sec. 2. 9-B MRSA §162, sub-§5-A is enacted
to read:

5-A. Disclosure upon suspicion of financial ex-
ploitation. The financial records are disclosed to the
Office of the Attorney General or a law enforcement
agency pursuant to section 245 because a financial in-
stitution authorized to do business in this State or its af-
filiate or a credit union authorized to do business in this
State or its affiliate has reasonable cause to believe that
a disbursement requested by an individual 62 years of

age or older may result in financial exploitation of that
person;

Sec. 3. 9-B MRSA §162, sub-§6, as enacted by
PL 2009, c. 213, Pt. AAAA, §4, is amended to read:

6. Disclosure in response to a request by the De-
partment of Administrative and Financial Services,
Bureau of Revenue Services. The financial records
are disclosed in response to a request for information by
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the Department of Administrative and Financial Ser-
vices, Bureau of Revenue Services for purposes related
to establishing, modifying or enforcing tax debts-; or

Sec. 4. 9-B MRSA §245 is enacted to read:
§245. Protection of eligible adults from financial ex-
ploitation

1. Definitions. For purposes of this section, unless
the context otherwise indicates, the following terms
have the following meanings.

A. "Eligible adult" means:
(1) An individual 65 years of age or older; or

(2) An individual protected under the Adult
Protective Services Act.

B. "Financial exploitation" means:

(1) The wrongful or unauthorized taking
withholding, appropriation or use of money,
assets or property of an eligible adult;

(2) Any act or omission by a person to obtain
control, through deception, intimidation or un-
due influence, over the eligible adult's money,
assets or property to deprive the eligible adult
of the ownership, use, benefit or possession of
the eligible adult's money, assets or property:
or

(3) Any act or omission by a person to obtain
or exercise unauthorized control over the eli-
gible adult's property with the intent to deprive
the eligible adult of the property.

C. "Trusted contact person" means an individual
whom an account holder identifies and authorizes
a financial institution or credit union to contact and
disclose information to about the account holder's
account to address possible financial exploitation
or to confirm the specifics of the account holder's
current contact information or health status or the
identity of any conservator, executor, trustee or
holder of a power of attorney.

2. Designation of trusted contact person. A fi-
nancial institution authorized to do business in this State
or a credit union authorized to do business in this State
may develop a written policy permitting a customer of
the financial institution or member or the credit union
to designate, upon each account wholly or partly owned
by the customer or member:

A. At least one trusted contact person other than a
co-owner, beneficiary or fiduciary on the account;
and

B. Its procedure for communicating with the
trusted contact person if the financial institution or
credit union reasonably believes that financial ex-
ploitation of an eligible adult may have occurred,
may have been attempted or is being attempted.
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The financial institution or credit union shall provide a
copy of any written policy developed in accordance
with this subsection to the customer or member.

3. Delay of account transactions. A financial in-
stitution authorized to do business in this State or a

credit union authorized to do business in this State may
delay a disbursement from an account of an eligible
adult if the financial institution or credit union reasona-
bly believes that the requested disbursement may result

in financial exploitation of an eligible adult and the fi-
nancial institution or credit union:

A. Not more than 2 business days after the re-

PUBLIC LAW, C. 216

5. Report to law enforcement. In addition to no-
tifying the Office of the Attorney General, a financial
institution authorized to do business in this State or a
credit union authorized to do business in this State may
make a referral to law enforcement agencies upon im-
position of a delay pursuant to subsection 3. A financial
institution or credit union may provide access to or cop-
ies of records that are relevant to the suspected or at-
tempted financial exploitation of an eligible adult to a
law enforcement agency, either as part of a referral to
law enforcement or upon request of a law enforcement
agency pursuant to an investigation. The records may
include historical records as well as records relating to

quested disbursement, provides notification of the
delay, the reason for the delay and the name of the

the most recent transaction that may constitute financial
exploitation of an eligible adult. Any records made

primary employee of the financial institution or

available to a law enforcement agency under this sec-

credit union that should be contacted regarding the

tion are confidential.

delay to the customer or member and all parties au-
thorized to transact business on the account, unless
any such party is reasonably believed to have en-
gaged in suspected or attempted financial exploita-
tion;

B. Provides notification of the delay to the Office
of the Attorney General not more than 2 business
days after the requested disbursement; and

C. Continues its internal review of the suspected
or attempted financial exploitation of the eligible
adult, as necessary, and reports the results of the
review to the Office of the Attorney General within
7 business days after the day the financial institu-
tion or credit union first delayed disbursement of
the funds.

In any communication regarding a delay under this sub-
section, the financial institution or credit union shall use
any method of communication that may be consistent
with other time-sensitive communications and that is
reasonably calculated to ensure that the recipient is ef-

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 216
S.P. 591 - L.D. 1450

An Act Regarding the
Voluntary Municipal Farm
Support Program

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §60, sub-§3, 9B, as enacted
by PL 2007, c. 301, §1, is amended to read:

B. Is limited to a term of not less than 20 10 years.

Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §60-A, sub-§1, as amended
by PL 2007, c. 693, §2, is further amended to read:

1. Program. Ia The Voluntary Municipal Farm
Support Program is established in order to protect and

fectively alerted to the nature of the information.

A delay of a disbursement in accordance with this sub-
section may not continue past the time required by the
financial institution or credit union to determine that the
disbursement will not result in financial exploitation or
15 business days after the date on which the financial
institution or credit union first delayed disbursement of
the funds, whichever occurs earlier. A court of compe-
tent jurisdiction may enter an order extending the delay
of the disbursement of funds or may order other protec-

tive relief upon the petition of the financial institution
or credit union or another interested party.

4. Immunity. A financial institution authorized to
do business in this State or a credit union authorized to

do business in this State that, in good faith, takes any
action pursuant to this section is immune from admin-

istrative or civil liability that might otherwise arise from
such an action or for any failure to take such an action.
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support local farms, preserve farmland and reduce the

i fiscal bur-
den for participating municipalities that results from
new development in rural areas. Under this program, a
municipality may enter into farm support arrangements
with the owners of qualified farmland.

A. A farm support arrangement must be approved
by majority vote of the municipality’s legislative
body or municipal officers or by a municipal em-
ployee appointed by the municipal officers and
designated to review and approve farm support ar-
rangements.

B. Unless approved by a 2/3 vote of the municipal-
ity’s legislative body, the municipality may not en-
ter into farm support arrangements:

(1) Affecting more than 3% of the total annual
valuation of taxable land in the municipality;
and or






