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Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect as
soon as possible during the current legislative session in
order to clarify the membership requirements of the
committee; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 3 MRSA §993, first 9, as amended by
PL 2023, c. 417, §1, is further amended to read:

The membership of the committee and the selec-
tion of chairs are established by joint rule of the Legis-
lature. Beginning with the 132nd Legislature, at least
one member of the committee must be a member of the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having ju-
risdiction over taxation matters and-atleastone-member
mrust-be-a-member-of the-joint standing-committee of
the Legislature ha ‘.mg jurisdiction over economic de
velopment-matters. No-2-members—of thecommittee
***?3] be{ me ﬁl*be*s of E%Iaelsame 59;“‘ SEaigél*ﬂg eemnntl tee
eal-party.

Sec. 2. Retroactivity. This Act applies retroac-
tively to December 4, 2024.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective May 23, 2025.

CHAPTER 87
S.P. 597 - L.D. 1456

An Act to Expand the Number
of On-premises Retail Liquor
Licenses a Liquor
Manufacturer May Be Issued

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation is a way to support
Maine's hospitality sector and businesses that cater to
tourists, and the tourism season is crucial for the State's
economy and public well-being; and

Whereas, the tourism season, which brings mil-
lions of visitors and significant revenue to the State, re-
lies on a regulated and enjoyable environment, includ-
ing accessible and responsible alcohol sales; and
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Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect be-
fore the tourism season begins; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA §1355-A, sub-§1, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 658, §226, is further amended
to read:

1. Issuance of licenses. The bureau may issue li-
censes under this section to breweries, small breweries,
tenant breweries, wineries, small wineries, tenant win-
eries, distilleries, small distilleries, bottlers and rectifi-
ers in the State that operate under federal law and fed-
eral supervision.

Sec. 2. 28-A MRSA §1355-A, sub-§1-A, as
enacted by PL 2021, c. 658, §226, is amended to read:

1-A. Definition. For purposes of this section,
"manufacturing facility" means the premises of a brew-
ery, small brewery, tenant brewery, winery, small win-
ery, tenant winery, distillery or small distillery licensed
under this section where liquor products are produced.

Sec. 3. 28-A MRSA §1355-A, sub-§2, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 658, §226, is further amended
to read:

2. Manufacturers other than bottlers and recti-
fiers. The following provisions apply to brewery, small
brewery, tenant brewery, winery, small winery, tenant
winery, distillery and small distillery licensees.

A. A licensee governed by this subsection may
permit sampling of a liquor product produced by
that licensee on the premises where the liquor prod-
uct is produced:

(1) By employees for the purpose of quality
control of the product; and

(2) By wholesalers for the purpose of deter-
mining whether to carry the product as a
wholesale product if the licensee pays the ex-
cise tax on the product sampled according to
section 1652.

B. A licensee governed by this subsection may
serve to the public samples of liquor produced by
the licensee at the manufacturing facility where
that liquor is produced by the licensee under the
conditions specified in this paragraph.

(1) The licensee may sell samples to the public
or offer samples to the public at no cost.

(2) The licensee shall pay the excise tax, if
any, according to section 1652 on all samples
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served to the public under this paragraph. Ifa
sample is sold by the licensee, it is also subject
to the sales tax on liquor under Title 36, section
1811.

(3) The licensee shall maintain a record of all
samples the licensee sells under this paragraph
and shall maintain those records for a period of
2 years.

(4) The licensee may serve samples to the
public under this paragraph only during the
hours of legal sale set forth in section 4.

(5) The area of the licensed premises where
the licensee serves samples to the public under
this paragraph is not required to be separate
from and may be accessed by the same en-
trance as the area licensed for on-premises
consumption of liquor under chapter 43 in ac-
cordance with paragraph I.

(6) Spirits samples served to the public under
this paragraph by a distillery must first be sold
to the State, subject to the listing, pricing and
distribution provisions of this Title. Spirits
samples served to the public under this para-
graph by a small distillery are subject to the re-
quirements of subsection 5, paragraph H.

(7) The licensee may not serve samples to mi-
nors or visibly intoxicated persons.

D. A licensee governed by this subsection may sell
for off-premises consumption liquor produced by
the licensee from the manufacturing facility where
liquor is produced by the licensee under the condi-
tions specified in this paragraph.

(1) Sales made in accordance with this para-
graph do not require the licensee to obtain an
additional retail license under chapter 45.

(2) Liquor sold in accordance with this para-
graph may not be consumed anywhere on the
licensed premises.

(3) The area of the licensed premises where
the licensee opts to transact sales for
off-premises consumption is not required to be
separate from and may be accessed by the
same entrance as the area licensed for on-
premises consumption of liquor under chapter
43 in accordance with paragraph I.

(4) Sales under this paragraph may be made
only during the hours of legal sale as provided
in section 4.

(5) Spirits sold by a distillery must first be sold
to the State, subject to the listing, pricing and
distribution provisions of this Title. Spirits
sold by a small distillery are subject to the re-
quirements of subsection 5, paragraph G.

288

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2025

(6) Except as provided in subsection 3, para-
graphs C and C-1, sales may be made only by
the bottle, by the case or in bulk.

I. A licensee governed by this subsection may be
issued one or more on-premises retail lieense li-
censes under chapter 43 per licensed manufactur-
ing facility under the conditions specified in this
paragraph. An on-premises retail license issued un-
der chapter 43 may be for retail activities located at
the manufacturing facility or for retail activities at
another location if the same person or persons hold
a majority ownership interest in both the manufac-
turing licensee and the on-premises retail licensee
licensed under chapter 43.

(1-A) $he—eﬂ—pfem+ses—1ﬁet-&ﬂ—heeﬁse—1swed

underchapter43-may-be-forretail activitieslo-
cate d. atthe maﬂlufae]tuma_g fa.e;ll*% orforretail

premises If a person or persons hold a majority
ownership interest in one manufacturing licen-
see, the person or persons may hold no less
than a majority ownership interest in up to 3
retail licensees licensed under chapter 43. If a
person or persons hold a majority ownership
interest in at least 2 manufacturing licensees
that, collectively, manufacture at least 1,000
barrels of liquor per year, the person or persons
may hold no less than a majority ownership in-
terest in up to 6 on-premises retail licensees li-
censed under chapter 43. A person or persons
with a majority ownership interest in one or
more manufacturing licensees may not hold an
ownership interest in more than 6 on-premises
retail licensees licensed under chapter 43.

(2) The A retail license issued under chapter
43 authorizes the sale for on-premises con-
sumption of products produced at the manu-
facturing facility as well as other liquor per-
mitted to be sold under the applicable class of
the retail license.

(2-A) Liquor sold under a retail license issued
under chapter 43 on the premises of the manu-
facturing facility may not be consumed on any
part of the premises where patrons are not gen-
erally permitted.

(3) All records related to activities under the
authority of the manufacturing facility's li-
cense issued under this section must be kept
separate from records related to activities un-
der the authority of the a retail license issued
under chapter 43. Income from the sale of lig-
uor under subparagraph (4-A) or under para-
graph B or D by a manufacturing facility that
is located on the same premises as the a retail
license issued under chapter 43 is not included
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in calculating whether that retail licensee sat-
isfies any applicable income from the sale of
food requirement set forth in chapter 43.

(4) Spirits sold under the authority of the a re-
tail license issued under chapter 43 to the
holder of a distillery license must first be sold
to the State, subject to the listing, pricing and
distribution provisions of this Title. Spirits
sold under the authority of the a retail license
issued under chapter 43 to the holder of a small
distillery license are subject to the require-
ments of subsection 5, paragraph H.

(4-A) A person issued a retail license under
chapter 43 for premises other than the licensed
manufacturing facility may sell liquor for off-
premises consumption under the conditions
stated in paragraph D.

(5) The licensee shall ensure that products
purchased for off-premises consumption under
paragraph D are not consumed on the premises
of the manufacturing facility or the a retail li-
cense issued under chapter 43, if that retail li-
cense authorizes retail activities at another lo-
cation.

J. A licensee governed by this subsection may dis-
play up to 25 bottles of liquor produced by the li-
censee in a window of a location where the licensee
is authorized by this section to sell its products for
on-premises consumption or for off-premises con-
sumption.

K. A licensee governed by this subsection may
transport liquor produced at the licensed manufac-
turing facility in bulk or packaged in kegs, bottles
or cans, including by the case, to:

(1) Another manufacturing facility licensed
under this section if the same person or persons
hold a majority ownership interest in both of
the licensed manufacturing facilities; and

(2) An establishment licensed for retail sales
operated by the licensee under paragraph I;
subsection 4, paragraph B, subparagraph (2);
or subsection 5, paragraph B, subparagraph (3)
as long as the same person or persons hold a
majority ownership interest in both the li-
censed manufacturing facility and the licensed
retail establishment.

Sec. 4. 28-A MRSA §1355-A, sub-§6, §C, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 658, §226, is repealed.

Sec. 5. 28-A MRSA §1355-A, sub-§6, qD, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 658, §226, is further amended
to read:

D. A tenant brewery is governed by the provisions
of subsection 3 By
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Sec. 6. 28-A MRSA §1355-A, sub-§7, C, as
enacted by PL 2015, c. 185, §3, is repealed.

Sec. 7. 36 MRSA §1811, sub-§1, 9D, as
amended by PL 2023, c. 643, Pt. H, §23 and affected by
§29 and amended by c. 673, §22 and affected by §28, is
further amended by amending subparagraph (2) to read:

(2) Eight percent on the value of liquor sold in
licensed establishments as defined in Title
28-A, section 2, subsection 15, in accordance
with Title 28-A, chapter 43 and liquor sold for
on-premises consumption by a licensed brew-
ery, small brewery, tenant brewery, winery,
small winery, tenant winery, distillery or small
distillery pursuant to Title 28-A, section
1355-A, subsection 2, paragraph B;

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective May 23, 2025.

CHAPTER 88
H.P. 364 - L.D. 545

An Act to Exempt a Person
Making Electrical Installations
in the Person's Existing Bona
Fide Personal Abode from
Licensing and Permitting
Requirements

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §1102-C, sub-§5, as enacted
by PL 2017, c. 198, §6, is amended to read:

5. Exceptions to the permitting requirement. In
addition to the exception for a newly constructed single-
family dwelling set forth in section 1102-D, a permit
from the board is not required for:

A. An electrical installation in a single-family
dwelling performed by a licensed electrician quali-
fied under this chapter;

A-1. An electrical installation performed by a per-
son making electrical installations in an existing
single-family dwelling occupied and owned by that

person;

B. The electrical work and equipment employed in
connection with the construction, installation, op-
eration, repair or maintenance of any utility by a
public utility, or by a contractor working on behalf
of a public utility as set forth in section 1102, sub-
section 1-C, in rendering its authorized service or
in any way incidental thereto;






