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D.  The records and reports of purchases, shipping 
and transporting of shellfish and whole scallops; 

E.  The labeling or marking of shipments of shell-
fish and wholesale scallops; 

F.  The protection of public health; and 

G.  Endorsements under subsection 2‑B. 

Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection must be based 
on the particular operational requirements of each ac-
tivity, the most recently adopted federal sanitation 
standards and the most recent generally accepted re-
search data and must be designed to protect the public 
health and safety while allowing reasonable use of 
shellfish and whole scallops.  Rules adopted pursuant to 
this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in 
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 23, 2025. 

CHAPTER 83 
H.P. 513 - L.D. 806 

An Act to Amend the Scope of 
Practice for Expanded 

Function Dental Assistants 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, the current licensing requirements for 
an expanded function dental assistant require passage of 
a separate dental radiologic technique and safety exam-
ination, which is the same examination required for li-
censure of dental radiographers; and 

Whereas, this legislation eliminates the require-
ment that an expanded function dental assistant must be 
separately licensed as a dental radiographer and instead 
provides for exposing and processing radiographs under 
the assistant's scope of practice; and 

Whereas, this legislation must be enacted imme-
diately so that expanded function dental assistants are 
not required to pay an additional license fee; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §9854, sub-§3, ¶A, as 
amended by PL 2015, c. 429, §19, is further amended 
to read: 

A.  A dentist, dental hygienist, expanded function 
dental assistant or dental radiographer licensed un-
der chapter 143; 

Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §18373, sub-§1, ¶L, as 
amended by PL 2021, c. 223, §10, is further amended 
to read: 

L.  Supragingival polishing using a slow-speed ro-
tary instrument and rubber cup; and 

Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §18373, sub-§1, ¶HH, as 
enacted by PL 2021, c. 223, §10, is amended to read: 

HH.  Contour or finish restorative materials using 
a high-speed, power-driven handpiece or instru-
ment.; and 

Sec. 4.  32 MRSA §18373, sub-§1, ¶II is en-
acted to read: 

II.  Expose and process radiographs. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 23, 2025. 

CHAPTER 84 
S.P. 384 - L.D. 895 

An Act to Support Immersive 
Outdoor Education by 

Establishing the Outdoor 
School for All Maine Students 

Program 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation establishes an immer-
sive outdoor education program that provides interdis-
ciplinary and experiential education in an outdoor set-
ting, and this legislation creates equitable opportunities 
for students across this State to have outdoor experi-
ences; and 

Whereas, many children in this State lack oppor-
tunities to enjoy and learn about the outdoors because 
of home circumstances, lack of access or transportation 
or a deficiency of suitable school or community-based 
programs; and 

Whereas, the Outdoor School for All Maine Stu-
dents Program will prepare children in this State for fu-
ture success, will build self-awareness and confidence 
and will be an opportunity to instill the importance of 
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the State's natural resources industries by encouraging 
future generations of farmers, foresters, persons who 
fish commercially and others working outdoors or as 
stewards of the State's natural resources; and 

Whereas, the Outdoor School for All Maine Stu-
dents Program will begin in school year 2025-2026; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA c. 433 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 433 

IMMERSIVE OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

§5301.  Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following 
meanings. 

1.  Fund.  "Fund" means the Outdoor School for 
All Maine Students Program Fund established within 
the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service 
in section 5304. 

2.  Immersive outdoor education.  "Immersive 
outdoor education" means experiential, holistic and in-
terdisciplinary education that uses the outdoor setting to 
engage students in educational opportunities about the 
outdoors and natural resources industries and supports 
the health and wellness of students. 

3.  Outdoor education program provider.  "Out-
door education program provider" means an organiza-
tion that offers immersive outdoor education. 

4. Program. "Program" means the Outdoor School 
for All Maine Students Program established by the Uni-
versity of Maine Cooperative Extension Service pursu-
ant to section 5302. 

§5302.  Outdoor School for All Maine Students Pro-
gram 

1.  Program established.  The University of Maine 
Cooperative Extension Service shall establish and ad-
minister the Outdoor School for All Maine Students 
Program to support immersive outdoor education and to 
assist school administrative units in partnering with out-
door education programs. 

2.  Grant requirements.  Beginning in school year 
2025-2026, except as otherwise provided in section 
5304, the University of Maine Cooperative Extension 
Service shall provide grants to implement the program 
in order to assist school administrative units in partner-
ing with outdoor education program providers. Grants 
under the program must be: 

A.  Distributed to an outdoor education program 
provider that meets the requirements of section 
5303; 

B.  Used to serve publicly funded students enrolled 
in grade 4 to grade 8 in schools operated by tribal 
school committees or students enrolled in grade 4 
to grade 8 in publicly funded schools in the State, 
as determined by the sending school administrative 
unit and the outdoor education program provider 
based on community needs and the curriculum.  A 
student receiving home-school instruction is eligi-
ble to participate in the program as provided by Ti-
tle 20-A, section 5021.  For purposes of this para-
graph, "publicly funded school" means a school re-
quired to participate in the system of learning re-
sults established in Title 20-A, section 6209; 

C.  Provided to the same school grade each year to 
ensure that students in subsequent years have an 
opportunity to participate in the program; and 

D.  If program funds are limited, prioritized for 
schools and communities that are historically un-
derserved by outdoor education, including, but not 
limited to, Indian tribes and nations, migrant stu-
dents, schools with high numbers of students who 
qualify for free and reduced-price lunches, rural 
and remote schools, students in alternative educa-
tion programs, students of color, English language 
learner students and students receiving special ed-
ucation services. 

§5303.  Outdoor education program provider re-
quirements 

This section governs the requirements for outdoor 
education program providers. 

1.  Program curricula.  The program must: 

A.  Use the outdoors and local ecosystems as the 
primary context to support hands-on learning, in-
cluding lessons, meals and on-site living; 

B.  Engage students in safe and age-appropriate ac-
tivities; 

C.  Focus on the State's outdoor heritage, science, 
engineering, technology, mathematics, health, en-
vironment and natural resources and sustainability 
by including a strong academic component that 
supports overall academic achievement and career 
trajectories and connects science with other sub-
jects to support students' understanding of: 

(1)  Conserving and developing marine and es-
tuarine resources; 

(2)  Conducting scientific research; 

(3)  Promoting the State's coastal fishing in-
dustries; 
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(4)  Protecting and managing fish, game and 
other wildlife and their habitats, including re-
storing endangered species; 

(5)  Promoting agriculture, conservation, for-
estry, land management and the well-being of 
domestic animals; 

(6)  Safely enjoying the outdoors; and 

(7)  Promoting public health; 

D.  Develop students' social and emotional skills, 
including teamwork, citizenship, self-awareness 
and community responsibility; 

E.  Support students' health and wellness by devel-
oping an appreciation for education and recreation 
in the outdoors; 

F.  Encourage hands-on engagement, observation, 
discovery, intellectual curiosity and problem- 
solving; and 

G.  Support students and teachers to combat the 
learning loss associated with the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

2.  Program structure.  An outdoor education pro-
gram provider shall: 

A.  Comply with the requirements of chapter 927 
regarding licensed guides, youth camp trip leaders 
or educational trip leaders, as appropriate. 

B.  Provide outdoor programs for a 2-night, 3-day 
experience or day programs when overnight pro-
grams are impractical due to health or cultural con-
siderations; 

C.  Pursue a sustainable funding model; 

D.  Collaborate with schools and teachers to pro-
vide access to the program; 

E.  Pledge to provide equitable access to the pro-
gram to all students; 

F.  Train educators in educational strategies and 
field work; 

G.  Develop and participate in an evaluation pro-
gram in accordance with section 5305; and 

H.  Promote high levels of accessibility for students 
with disabilities. 

§5304.  Outdoor School for All Maine Students Pro-
gram Fund 

1.  Fund established.  The Outdoor School for All 
Maine Students Program Fund is established within the 
University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service.  
The University of Maine Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice shall administer grant funds for the program in ac-
cordance with subsection 2.  The fund is nonlapsing and 
may be invested in the same manner as permitted for the 
investment of other state funds. 

2.  Use of fund.  For school year 2025-2026 and 
each school year thereafter, the University of Maine Co-
operative Extension Service shall determine the funding 
needed for the program. The funding must be sufficient 
for students in all geographic regions of the State to par-
ticipate in the program for a 2-night, 3-day experience. 

3.  Sources of fund.  The State Controller shall 
credit to the fund: 

A.  All money appropriated or allocated by the Leg-
islature for inclusion in the fund; 

B.  Money from any other source, whether public 
or private, designated for deposit into or credited to 
the fund; and 

C.  Interest earned or other investment income on 
balances in the fund. 

The University of Maine Cooperative Extension 
Service may use funds for staff and for administrative 
costs associated with administering grant funds for the 
program. The University of Maine Cooperative Exten-
sion Service is not required to provide grants under sec-
tion 5302, develop an evaluation and longitudinal study 
under section 5305, convene an advisory committee un-
der section 5306 or undertake any other work or provide 
any other services for which it does not have sufficient 
funding. 

§5305.  Report; evaluation 

 Except as otherwise provided in section 5304, the 
University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service, in 
consultation with the advisory committee under section 
5306, shall develop an evaluation and longitudinal 
study on current and future demographics of students 
participating in the program for the purpose of ensuring 
equitable access and to understand the effects of out-
door education on emotional, educational and career 
trajectories of students who have participated in the pro-
gram.  Beginning March 1, 2026 and annually thereaf-
ter, the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice shall submit a report regarding the study to the joint 
standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over education matters, inland fisheries and wild-
life matters and agriculture, conservation and forestry 
matters. The report must include an emphasis on infor-
mation regarding the accessibility of the program from 
a geographic, economic, ethnic and disability perspec-
tive and the program's effect on state workforce goals. 

§5306.  Advisory committee 

 Except as otherwise provided in section 5304, the 
University of Maine Cooperative Extension Service 
shall convene an advisory committee for the purpose of 
advising and making recommendations regarding the 
program and seeking new opportunities to ensure that 
the State is a nationwide leader in outdoor education, 
including high school education career training pro-
grams. In inviting members onto the advisory commit-
tee, the University of Maine Cooperative Extension 
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Service shall take into consideration geographic and de-
mographic diversity in membership and ensure that 
membership of the committee includes a youth advo-
cate and representatives of all applicable state agencies, 
the outdoor education program provider community, 
the natural resources community and upper elementary 
and middle school education. 

Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The 
following appropriations and allocations are made. 

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE SYSTEM, BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES OF THE 

Outdoor School for All Maine Students Program 
Fund  N427 

Initiative: Provides base allocations to authorize ex-
penditures for the University of Maine Cooperative Ex-
tension Service's administration of the Outdoor School 
for All Maine Students Program in the event that funds 
from public or private sources are received. 

OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2025-26 2026-27

All Other $500 $500
  __________ __________
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS TOTAL 

$500 $500

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 23, 2025. 

CHAPTER 85 
S.P. 402 - L.D. 912 

An Act to Limit the Amount of 
Electricity That May Be 

Provided to Data Centers on a 
Certain Commercial or 

Industrial Site 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, economic development in certain areas 
of the State requires ensuring that energy resources are 
available to a variety of employers and industries; and 

Whereas, this legislation is immediately neces-
sary to ensure that local sources of electricity generation 
are not monopolized by data centers; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §102, sub-§20-B, ¶B, as 
enacted by PL 2019, c. 205, §2, is amended to read: 

B.  The entity's tenants; or 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §102, sub-§20-B, ¶C, as 
enacted by PL 2019, c. 205, §2, is repealed and the fol-
lowing enacted in its place: 

C.  Commercial or industrial consumers located on 
the property where the entity is located or on abut-
ting property; or 

Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §102, sub-§20-B, ¶D is 
enacted to read: 

D.  Commercial or industrial consumers located on 
a commercial or industrial site within the control 
area of the New England independent system oper-
ator and located in a municipality north of the 
Town of Chester that was served by the entity or its 
predecessor without using the transmission and dis-
tribution plant of a public utility prior to December 
31, 2018.  The exception under this paragraph does 
not apply if more than 25% of the nameplate capac-
ity of the entity is used to serve data centers located 
on the commercial or industrial site.  For the pur-
poses of this paragraph, "data center" means any 
facility in the State, which may be a freestanding 
structure or a facility within a larger structure, that 
primarily contains electronic equipment used to 
process, store and transmit digital information that 
uses environmental control equipment to maintain 
the proper conditions for the operation of electronic 
equipment. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 23, 2025. 

CHAPTER 86 
S.P. 410 - L.D. 954 

An Act to Amend the Law 
Governing the Membership of 

the Government Oversight 
Committee 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation amends the laws gov-
erning the membership of the Government Oversight 
Committee; and 




