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PUBLIC LAWS OF THE STATE OF MAINE
AS PASSED AT
THE FIRST SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE
2025

CHAPTER 18
H.P. 626 - L.D. 966

An Act Allowing Access by
State Agencies and Hospitals to
Certain Confidential Probate
Court Records

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, individuals in probate court proceed-
ings involving adult guardianship, conservatorship and
special arrangements have acute issues that need ad-
dressing; and

Whereas, state agencies and hospitals have lim-
ited ability to address these issues due to the inability to
access confidential information and records involved in
the proceedings; and

Whereas, the public interest requires prompt at-
tention to these issues or the individuals and public in-
terest may suffer harm or other adverse consequences;
and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 18-C MRSA §5-205, sub-§11 is en-
acted to read:

11. Access for public interest purposes; confi-
dentiality extended. Notwithstanding any provision of
law to the contrary, an authorized employee or legal
counsel of the following may access and review a pro-
bate court record related to a minor guardianship pro-
ceeding under this Article to carry out an official func-
tion, duty or responsibility in the public interest:

A. The Department of Health and Human Services;
B. The Office of the Attorney General;
C. An agency designated by the Governor to pro-

vide protection and advocacy for persons with dis-
abilities pursuant to Title 5, section 19502; and
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D. A hospital licensed under Title 22, chapter 404
or 405.

A person that receives information or a record under
this subsection may use the information or record only
for the purpose for which accessing the information or
record is intended and shall comply with any confiden-
tiality law, rule or regulation limiting further disclosure
of the information or record.

Sec. 2. 18-C MRSA §5-308, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL
2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:

2. Access to court records. An adult subject of a
proceeding for a guardianship, whether or not a guard-
ian is appointed, any attorney designated by the adult
and or appointed by the court to represent the adult, a
person entitled to notice under section 5-310, subsec-
tion 5 and a person listed under subsection 3-A are en-
titled to access court records of the proceeding and re-
sulting guardianship, including a guardian's report or
plan. In addition, a person for good cause may petition
the court for access to court records of the guardianship,
including an annual report or guardian's plan. The court
shall grant access if access is in the best interest of the
respondent or adult subject to guardianship or furthers
the public interest and does not endanger the welfare or
financial interest of the adult.

Sec. 3. 18-C MRSA §5-308, sub-§3, 4D, as
enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by
PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:

D. An agent appointed under a power of attorney
for health care or advance health care directive, or
power of attorney for finances in which the re-
spondent is identified as the principal, unless the
court orders otherwise; ané

Sec. 4. 18-C MRSA §5-308, sub-§3, qD-1 is

enacted to read:

D-1. A person listed under subsection 3-A; and

Sec. 5. 18-C MRSA §5-308, sub-§3-A is en-

acted to read:

3-A. Access for public interest purposes; confi-
dentiality extended. An authorized employee or legal
counsel of the following may access and review a pro-
bate court record related to an adult guardianship pro-
ceeding under this Article to carry out an official func-
tion, duty or responsibility in the public interest:

A. The Department of Health and Human Services;
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B. The Office of the Attorney General;

C. An agency designated by the Governor to pro-
vide protection and advocacy for persons with dis-
abilities pursuant to Title 5, section 19502;

D. A hospital licensed under Title 22, chapter 404
or 405; and

E. A nonprofit organization that provides civil legal
services to elderly residents of the State and that
receives funding from the Maine Civil Legal Ser-
vices Fund established in Title 4, section 18-A.

A person that receives information or a record under
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D. An agent appointed under a power of attorney
for finances in which the respondent is identified as
the principal, unless the court orders otherwise; anéd

Sec. 9. 18-C MRSA §5-409, sub-§3, qD-1 is

enacted to read:

D-1. A person listed under subsection 3-A; and

Sec. 10. 18-C MRSA §5-409, sub-§3-A is en-
acted to read:

3-A. Access for public interest purposes; confi-
dentiality extended. An authorized employee or legal

counsel of the following may access and review a pro-

this subsection may use the information or record only

bate court record related to a conservatorship proceed-

for the purpose for which accessing the information or

ing under this Article to carry out an official function,

record is intended and shall comply with any confiden-

duty or responsibility in the public interest:

tiality law, rule or regulation limiting further disclosure
of the information or record.

Sec. 6. 18-C MRSA §5-308, sub-§4, as
amended by PL 2023, c. 4, §12, is further amended to
read:

4. Effective date. This section takes effect Apsil
12025 January 15, 2026 or on the effective date of
amendments to the Maine Rules of Probate Procedure
incorporating the substantive requirements of this sec-
tion, whichever is earlier. The State Court Administra-
tor shall notify the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
the Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives
and the Revisor of Statutes when amendments to the
Maine Rules of Probate Procedure incorporating the

A. The Department of Health and Human Services;
B. The Office of the Attorney General;

C. An agency designated by the Governor to pro-
vide protection and advocacy for persons with dis-
abilities pursuant to Title 5, section 19502;

D. A hospital licensed under Title 22, chapter 404
or 405; and

E. A nonprofit organization that provides civil legal
services to elderly residents of the State and that

receives funding from the Maine Civil Legal Ser-
vices Fund established in Title 4, section 18-A.

A person that receives information or a record under

substantive requirements of this section have taken ef-

this subsection may use the information or record only

fect.

Sec. 7. 18-C MRSA §5-409, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL
2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:

2. Access to records. An individual subject to a
proceeding for a conservatorship, whether or not a con-
servator is appointed, an attorney designated by the in-
dividual and or appointed by the court to represent the
individual, a person entitled to notice under section

for the purpose for which accessing the information or
record is intended and shall comply with any confiden-
tiality law, rule or regulation limiting further disclosure
of the information or record.

Sec. 11. 18-C MRSA §5-409, sub-§4, as
amended by PL 2023, c. 4, §13, is further amended to
read:

4. Effective date. This section takes effect April
+-2025 January 15, 2026 or on the effective date of
amendments to the Maine Rules of Probate Procedure

5-411 or a subsequent order and a person listed under
subsection 3-A are entitled to access court records of
the proceeding and resulting conservatorship, including
the conservator's plan and report. In addition, a person
for good cause may petition the court for access to court
records of the conservatorship, including the conserva-
tor's plan and report. The court shall grant access if ac-
cess is in the best interest of the respondent or individ-
ual subject to conservatorship or furthers the public in-
terest and does not endanger the welfare or financial in-
terests of the respondent or individual.

Sec. 8. 18-C MRSA §5-409, sub-§3, 9D, as
enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by
PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:

234

incorporating the substantive requirements of this sec-
tion, whichever is earlier. The State Court Administra-
tor shall notify the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
the Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives
and the Revisor of Statutes when amendments to the
Maine Rules of Probate Procedure incorporating the
substantive requirements of this section have taken ef-
fect.

Sec. 12. 18-C MRSA §5-511, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL
2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:

2. Access to records. A respondent, an individual
subject to a proceeding for one or more protective ar-
rangements instead of guardianship or conservatorship,
an attorney designated by the respondent or individual,
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an attorney appointed by the court to represent the re-
spondent or individual, a parent of a minor subject to
one or more protective arrangements, a person listed un-
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4. Effective date. This section takes effect April
+-2025 January 15, 2026 or on the effective date of
amendments to the Maine Rules of Probate Procedure

der subsection 3-A and any other person the court de-
termines are entitled to access court records of the pro-
ceeding and resulting protective arrangement. A person
not otherwise entitled to access to court records under
this subsection may petition the court for access. The
court shall grant access if access is in the best interest
of the respondent or individual subject to the protective
arrangements or furthers the public interest and does not
endanger the welfare or financial interests of the re-
spondent or individual.

Sec. 13. 18-C MRSA §5-511, sub-§3, §E, as
enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by
PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended to read:

E. If the order is for one or more protective ar-
rangements instead of guardianship and unless the
court directs otherwise, an agent appointed under a
power of attorney for health care in which the re-
spondent is identified as the principal; and

Sec. 14. 18-C MRSA §5-511, sub-§3, E-1 is

enacted to read:

E-1. A person listed under subsection 3-A; and

Sec. 15. 18-C MRSA §5-511, sub-§3-A is en-

acted to read:

3-A. Access for public interest purposes; confi-
dentiality extended. An authorized employee or legal
counsel of the following may access and review a pro-
bate court record related to a protective arrangement un-
der this Article to carry out an official function, duty or
responsibility in the public interest:

A. The Department of Health and Human Services;
B. The Office of the Attorney General;

C. An agency designated by the Governor to pro-
vide protection and advocacy for persons with dis-
abilities pursuant to Title 5, section 19502;

D. A hospital licensed under Title 22, chapter 404
or 405; and

E. A nonprofit organization that provides civil legal
services to elderly residents of the State and that
receives funding from the Maine Civil Legal Ser-
vices Fund established in Title 4, section 18-A.

A person that receives information or a record under
this subsection may use the information or record only
for the purpose for which accessing the information or
record is intended and shall comply with any confiden-
tiality law, rule or regulation limiting further disclosure
of the information or record.

Sec. 16. 18-C MRSA §5-511, sub-§4, as
amended by PL 2023, c. 4, §14, is further amended to
read:
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incorporating the substantive requirements of this sec-
tion, whichever is earlier. The State Court Administra-
tor shall notify the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
the Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives
and the Revisor of Statutes when amendments to the
Maine Rules of Probate Procedure incorporating the
substantive requirements of this section have taken ef-
fect.

Sec. 17. Rules. The Supreme Judicial Court
shall adopt amendments to the Maine Rules of Probate
Procedure to carry out the provisions of this Act. The
amendments to the Maine Rules of Probate Procedure
must include provisions specifying, with respect to the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 18-C, section 5-205, sub-
section 11; section 5-308, subsection 3-A; section
5-409, subsection 3-A; and section 5-511, subsection
3-A, referred to in this section as "the specified sections
of the Maine Uniform Probate Code":

1. How an entity or agency described in the speci-
fied sections of the Maine Uniform Probate Code shall
designate an employee as authorized to access and to
review probate court records to carry out an official
function, duty or responsibility in the public interest;

2. The process by which an entity or agency must
communicate to the register of probate and any elec-
tronic filing system its designation of an employee who
must have the ability to access and to review probate
court records pursuant to the specified sections of the
Maine Uniform Probate Code; and

3. The process by which a register of probate shall
provide access to individuals authorized to access pro-
bate court records pursuant to the specified sections of
the Maine Uniform Probate Code.

Sec. 18. Reports required. The Supreme Judi-
cial Court shall submit an initial report to the Joint
Standing Committee on Judiciary no later than May 1,
2025 and a 2nd report to the Joint Standing Committee
on Judiciary no later than June 1, 2025, each of which
must:

1. Summarize the Supreme Judicial Court's prog-
ress toward adopting amendments to the Maine Rules
of Probate Procedure as required by this Act; and

2. Identify the estimated date by which those
amendments to the Maine Rules of Probate Procedure
required by this Act will take effect.

The Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary may
report out legislation in response to either report to any
regular or special session of the 132nd Legislature.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect April
1, 2025 except for that section of this Act that requires
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rulemaking by the Supreme Judicial Court, which takes
effect when approved.

Effective April 1, 2025, unless otherwise indicated.

CHAPTER 19
S.P. 201 - L.D. 466

An Act to Extend the Law
Governing Electric Power and
Service Residential Rates for
Military Veterans'
Organizations

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation must take effect before
the end of the 90-day period to ensure the law governing
electric power and service residential rates for military
veterans' organizations remains effective; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §3109, sub-§3, as enacted
by PL 2021, c. 244, §1, is amended to read:

3. Repeal. This section is repealed Septembert;
2025 October 1, 2027.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective April 11, 2025.
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any. The petition must be sworn and must include at
least the following:

A. The name and date and place of birth of the
child;

B. The name and address of the petitioner and the
nature of the petitioner's relationship to the child;

C. The name of each of the child's parents;

D. A summary statement of the alleged facts that
the petitioner believes constitute grounds for termi-
nation under subsection 2;

E. A statement of the effects of a termination order;
and

F. A statement that the parent whose rights and re-
sponsibilities are the subject of the petition to ter-
minate parental rights and responsibilities is enti-
tled to legal counsel in the termination proceedings
and that, if the parent wants an attorney and is un-
able to afford one, the parent should contact the
court as soon as possible to request appointed coun-
sel.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 20
H.P. 587 - L.D. 922

An Act to Amend the
Procedure for Filing a Petition
to Terminate Parental Rights
and Responsibilities

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA §1658, sub-§1-A, as en-
acted by PL 2021, c. 340, §2, is amended to read:

1-A. Filing and contents of petition. A petition
to terminate parental rights and responsibilities must be

filed in the District Court and-in-the same-ease-as-a-prior
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CHAPTER 21
S.P. 299 - L.D. 683

An Act to Clarify the Law
Governing the Minimum
Indirect Financial Interest
Disclosure Requirement for
Liquor Licenses

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA §651, sub-§2, A-1, as
enacted by PL 2023, c. 633, §2, is amended to read:

A-1. An applicant shall disclose any person that
holds an indirect financial interest equal to or
greater than 10% in the person for which a license
or certificate of approval is sought. For the pur-
poses of this paragraph, "indirect financial interest"
means:

(1) An option, warrant or other right to acquire
an equity interest in the person for which a li-
cense or certificate of approval is sought; or

(2) A right to payment of, or a right to pay-
ment based upon, all or any portion of reve-
nues, profits or losses derived from the opera-
tions under a license or certificate of approval
issued under this Title of the person for which





