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PUBLIC LAW, C. 268

2. Restriction on no-knock warrants. Notwith-
standing any provision of law to the contrary, a state,

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2021

The board shall adopt rules governing the safety of
drivers of vehicles owned, leased or otherwise used by

county or local law enforcement officer may not exe-

a practitioner of funeral service or a funeral establish-

cute a no-knock warrant except as provided in subsec-

ment for the transport of human remains. Rules adopted

tion 3 or 4.

3. Exceptions. The restrictions in subsection 2 do
not apply if the warrant clearly states that providing no-
tice prior to execution of the warrant would create an
imminent risk of death or bodily harm to a law enforce-
ment officer, an individual in the location named in the
warrant or an individual in the surrounding areas out-
side of the location named in the warrant. Imminent
risk of death or bodily harm under this subsection must
be verified by the issuing authority by reviewing the in-
formation contained within the affidavit.

4. Exigent circumstances. Subsections 2 and 3
do not preclude entry by a law enforcement officer in
accordance with a recognized exception to the warrant

requirement, including, but not limited to, exigent cir-
cumstances.

5. Requirements. The following requirements ap-
ply to a law enforcement officer executing a no-knock
warrant that is authorized under the exception provi-
sions in subsection 3.

A. An officer on the entry team shall wear an offi-
cial uniform that clearly identifies the officer as a
law enforcement officer and, if the officer's law en-
forcement agency provides body-worn cameras to
law _enforcement officers, a body-worn camera
worn in accordance with the policies of the officer's
law enforcement agency. An officer shall follow
the policy of the officer's law enforcement agency
regarding the usage of body-worn cameras. This
subsection does not require a law enforcement
agency that provides body-worn cameras to man-
date recording the execution of a no-knock warrant.

B. In cases in which an imminent risk of death or
bodily harm exists, only officers trained in the use
of stun grenade, stun, distraction or other similar
devices may use such a device during the execution
of the warrant.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 268
H.P. 889 - L.D. 1214

under this paragraph are major substantive rules as de-
fined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 2. Rulemaking. In developing rules under
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 1501 gov-
erning the safety of drivers of vehicles owned, leased or
otherwise used by a practitioner of funeral service or a
funeral establishment for the transport of human re-
mains, the State Board of Funeral Service, referred to in
this section as "the board," shall collaborate with stake-
holders, including a practitioner of funeral service li-
censed under Title 32, section 1501, a member of the
public who is not also a member of the board, a repre-
sentative of the Department of Transportation with ex-
pertise in cargo transportation, a representative of the
State Police, a representative of the insurance industry
and other parties as necessary.

No later than December 1, 2021, the board shall
submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on In-
novation, Development, Economic Advancement and
Business on the progress of the stakeholders' work in
developing the rules. The board shall submit a provi-
sionally adopted rule to the Legislature for review no
later than January 1, 2023.

Sec. 3. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL
REGULATION, DEPARTMENT OF

Licensing and Enforcement 0352

Initiative: Allocates one-time funds for the costs asso-
ciated with contracting for professional services to pro-
vide project management and facilitation while collab-
orating with stakeholders to develop rules governing the
safety of drivers of vehicles used by a practitioner of
funeral service or funeral establishment for the transport
of human remains.

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE 2021-22 2022-23
FUNDS

All Other $20,500 $0
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE $20,500 $0
FUNDS TOTAL

See title page for effective date.

An Act To Require Vehicle
Safety within the Funeral
Industry

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §1501, as amended by PL
2017, c. 210, Pt. C, §1, is further amended by adding a
new 6th paragraph to read:
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