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for an emergency use approved by the chief ad-
ministrative officer of the agency or the Governor. 

5.  Minimum standards for law enforcement.  
The Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice 
Academy, in consultation with the Office of the Attor-
ney General, shall establish minimum standards for 
written policies and protocols for use of unmanned 
aerial vehicles by law enforcement agencies.  The 
standards must include at a minimum: 

A.  Training and certification requirements for a 
person operating an unmanned aerial vehicle; 

B.  Requirements for prior authorization for the 
use of an unmanned aerial vehicle by the chief 
administrative officer of the law enforcement 
agency seeking to use such a vehicle; 

C.  Approval by the Attorney General or chief 
prosecuting attorney for the appropriate jurisdic-
tion for the deployment of an unmanned aerial 
vehicle for criminal investigation purposes; 

D.  Restrictions on the use of night vision tech-
nology, high-powered zoom lenses, video ana-
lytics, facial recognition technology, thermal im-
aging and other such enhancement technology; 

E.  Procedures to minimize the inadvertent audio 
or visual recording of private spaces of 3rd parties 
who are not under investigation; 

F.  Procedures for destroying any unnecessary au-
dio or visual recordings without further duplica-
tion or dissemination; 

G.  Recommended minimum altitudes and speeds 
at which an unmanned aerial vehicle may be 
flown in order to minimize the invasion of privacy 
of 3rd parties who are not under investigation; 

H.  Methods to minimize the number of un-
manned aerial vehicles deployed at any one time 
in any one area or at any one event; 

I.  Procedures to avoid hazards to persons and 
property on land and in the air due to the opera-
tion of unmanned aerial vehicles;  

J.  Methods for tracking and recording the flight 
of each unmanned aerial vehicle;  

K.  Requirements for regular statistical reporting 
of all uses of unmanned aerial vehicles, including 
the purposes, the results and the duration of such 
uses, to the appropriate governmental bodies; and 

L.  Accountability of a law enforcement agency 
for any mistake in deployment or misuse of an 
unmanned aerial vehicle, including sanctions as 
provided in section 2803-C or section 2806-A, as 
applicable. 

6.  Data collection.  On or before July 1, 2016 
and July 1st of each subsequent year, the Commis-

sioner of Public Safety shall submit to the Legislature 
a report containing the number of instances in which 
an unmanned aerial vehicle has been deployed by any 
law enforcement agency in the State with summary 
descriptions of the number of deployments for investi-
gative purposes, the general nature of those investiga-
tions and the number of search warrants sought and 
the number of search warrants obtained for the de-
ployment of unmanned aerial vehicles. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 308 
 S.P. 46 - L.D. 113 

An Act To Reduce the  
Penalties for Certain Drug  

Offenses 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  17-A MRSA §1107-A, sub-§1, ¶A, 
as enacted by PL 2001, c. 383, §127 and affected by 
§156, is amended to read: 

A.  A schedule W drug that and at the time of the 
offense the person had one or more convictions 
for violating this chapter or for engaging in sub-
stantially similar conduct to that of the Maine of-
fenses under this chapter in another jurisdiction 
and the drug is: 

(1)  Cocaine and the quantity possessed is 
more than 14 grams; 

(2)  Cocaine in the form of cocaine base and 
the quantity possessed is more than 4 grams; 
or 

(3)  Methamphetamine and the quantity pos-
sessed is more than 14 grams. 

Section 9-A governs the use of prior convictions 
when determining a sentence, except that, for the 
purposes of this paragraph, the date of a prior 
conviction may precede the commission of the of-
fense by more than 10 years. 

Violation of this paragraph is a Class B crime; 

Sec. 2.  17-A MRSA §1107-A, sub-§1, ¶B, 
as amended by PL 2007, c. 476, §43, is further 
amended to read: 

B.  A schedule W drug that and at the time of the 
offense the person had one or more convictions 
for violating this chapter or for engaging in sub-
stantially similar conduct to that of the Maine of-
fenses under this chapter in another jurisdiction 
and the drug contains: 

(1)  Heroin (diacetylmorphine); 
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(2)  Cocaine in the form of cocaine base and 
at the time of the offense the person has one 
or more prior convictions for any offense un-
der this chapter or for engaging in substan-
tially similar conduct to that of the Maine of-
fenses under this chapter in another jurisdic-
tion.  For the purposes of this paragraph, a 
person has been convicted of an offense on 
the date the judgment of conviction was en-
tered by the court; 

(3)  Methamphetamine; 

(4)  Oxycodone; 

(5)  Hydrocodone; or 

(6)  Hydromorphone. 

Section 9-A governs the use of prior convictions 
when determining a sentence, except that, for the 
purposes of this paragraph, the date of a prior 
conviction may precede the commission of the of-
fense by more than 10 years. 

Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime; 

Sec. 3.  17-A MRSA §1152, sub-§2-D is en-
acted to read: 

2-D.  In choosing the appropriate punishment for 
every natural person convicted of a Class D drug of-
fense, the court shall consider imposing a sentencing 
alternative that includes medical and mental health 
treatment for addiction, when appropriate. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 309 
 H.P. 783 - L.D. 1145 

An Act To Improve Maine's 
Involuntary Commitment 

Processes 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect be-
fore the expiration of the 90-day period in order to 
facilitate the appropriate treatment of patients with 
mental illness; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  34-B MRSA §3861, sub-§4 is enacted 
to read: 

4.  Emergency involuntary treatment.  Nothing 
in this section precludes a medical practitioner from 
administering involuntary treatment to a person who is 
being held or detained by a hospital against the per-
son's will under the provisions of this subchapter, if 
the following conditions are met: 

A.  As a result of mental illness, the person poses 
a serious and immediate risk of harm to that per-
son or others; 

B.  The person lacks the decisional capacity either 
to provide informed consent for treatment or to 
make an informed refusal of treatment; 

C.  A person legally authorized to provide consent 
for treatment on behalf of the person is not rea-
sonably available under the circumstances; 

D.  The treatment being administered is a cur-
rently recognized standard of treatment for treat-
ing the person's mental illness and is the least re-
strictive form of treatment appropriate in the cir-
cumstances; 

E.  For purposes of evaluation for emergency in-
voluntary treatment, the medical practitioner con-
siders available history and information from 
other sources, including, but not limited to, family 
members, that are considered reliable by the ex-
aminer; and 

F.  A reasonable person concerned for the welfare 
of the person would conclude that the benefits of 
the treatment outweigh the risks and potential side 
effects of the treatment and would consent to the 
treatment under the circumstances. 

Sec. 2.  34-B MRSA §3863, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 651, §14, is further amended 
to read: 

2.  Certifying examination.  The written applica-
tion must be accompanied by a dated certificate, 
signed by a medical practitioner stating:  

A.   That the practitioner has examined the person 
on the date of the certificate;  

B.   That the medical practitioner is of the opinion 
that the person is mentally ill and, because of that 
illness, poses a likelihood of serious harm.  The 
written certificate must include a description of 
the grounds for that opinion.  The opinion may be 
based on personal observation or on history and 
information from other sources considered reli-
able by the examiner, including, but not limited 
to, family members; and 

C.  That adequate community resources are un-
available for care and treatment of the person's 
mental illness; and. 




