
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from electronic originals 
(may include minor formatting differences from printed original) 

 
 



 

 

 

LAWS 
 

OF THE 
 

STATE OF MAINE 
 

AS PASSED BY THE 
 
 

 
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
December 1, 2010 to June 29, 2011 

 
 
 

THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

NON-EMERGENCY LAWS IS 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2011 

 
 
 
 

PUBLISHED BY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED, 

TITLE 3, SECTION 163-A, SUBSECTION 4. 
 

Augusta, Maine 
2011



R E S OL V E ,   C .  9 2   F I R S T  RE GU L A R  S ES S I ON  -  20 11  

1190 

CHAPTER 92 
 S.P. 338 - L.D. 1105 

Resolve, To Study Oral Health 
Care in Maine and Make  

Recommendations Regarding 
How To Address Maine's Oral 

Health Care Needs 
Preamble. Whereas, many Mainers face barri-

ers to oral health care; and 

Whereas, parts of each of Maine's 16 counties 
have been identified as federally designated dental 
health professional shortage areas; and 

Whereas, there is no single answer to addressing 
Maine's oral health care needs; and 

Whereas, ongoing challenges to Maine's oral 
health care needs include reimbursement, geography, 
personal decisions, workforce issues and many other 
factors; and 

Whereas, the Legislature has in recent years 
sought to address Maine's oral health care needs 
through changes to the dental workforce and scopes of 
practice; and 

Whereas, no comprehensive study has been 
completed regarding Maine's oral health care needs or 
the effect of the legislative changes and evaluations of 
strategies to address the outstanding needs; and 

Whereas, this resolve directs the Executive Di-
rector of the Legislative Council to designate Medical 
Care Development, Inc. to contract with a qualified 
consultant to conduct a study of Maine's oral health 
care needs; now, therefore, be it 

Sec. 1.  Oral health care needs; study. Re-
solved:  That the Executive Director of the Legisla-
tive Council shall request Medical Care Development, 
Inc. to conduct a study, without any cost to the State, 
pursuant to this resolve.  Medical Care Development, 
Inc. shall solicit funds to pay for the cost of the study.  
Upon receiving adequate funding, Medical Care De-
velopment, Inc. shall contract with a qualified consult-
ant that has sufficient resources and experience to per-
form a study of the State's oral health care needs that 
examines the type and geographic distribution of oral 
health care providers and analyzes barriers to oral 
health care in the State. The Department of Health and 
Human Services shall cooperate with Medical Care 
Development, Inc. by providing assistance in obtain-
ing relevant information and data.  In conducting the 
study, Medical Care Development, Inc. shall invite the 
input of members of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Health and Human Services and the Joint Standing 
Committee on Labor, Commerce, Research and Eco-
nomic Development and shall seek the advice of 
statewide organizations representing dentists, dental 

hygienists, low-income persons, federally qualified 
health centers and dental clinics.  The study may refer-
ence or incorporate information from other relevant 
research.  The study must specifically examine and 
report on: 

1. Existing public and private financial resources 
for oral health care in the State; 

2. Limitations on access to oral health care for 
citizens of the State; 

3. The sustainability of public financing programs 
for oral health care; 

4. The actual and projected dental workforce 
needs for the State;  

5. The effect of recent changes surrounding oral 
health care in the State, such as the development of a 
dental school based in the State and the creation of 
expanded function dental assistants, dental hygienists 
with public health supervision status and independent 
practice dental hygienists; and  

6.  Possible policy models from other states and 
countries that have been effective in addressing identi-
fied workforce shortages; and be it further 

Sec. 2.  Funding. Resolved:  That Medical 
Care Development, Inc. shall seek nonstate funding to 
fully fund all costs of the study requested in section 1. 
The Department of Health and Human Services shall 
assist Medical Care Development, Inc. in seeking non-
state funding, including collaborating in seeking any 
available federal grant funds.  State funds may not be 
expended to conduct the study. The study must be 
completed and the report submitted by Medical Care 
Development, Inc., with recommendations as appro-
priate for each issue, no later than January 1, 2012 to 
the Joint Standing Committee on Labor, Commerce, 
Research and Economic Development and the Joint 
Standing Committee on Health and Human Services. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 93 
 H.P. 1005 - L.D. 1366 

Resolve, To Clarify the  
Expectation for the 2012  

Assessment of Progress on 
Meeting Wind Energy  

Development Goals 
Sec. 1.  Expectations for assessment.  Re-

solved:  That, when the Governor's Office of Energy 
Independence and Security, referred to in this resolve 
as "the office," undertakes its 2011 annual assessment 
of progress on meeting the wind energy development 
goals pursuant to Public Law 2007, chapter 661, Part 
A, section 8, as amended by Public Law 2009, chapter 




