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FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 2007

Whereas, this legislation requires a review of the
impact of rate setting on special education programs
and staffing; now, therefore, be it

Sec. 1. Review of programs and stan-
dards; special purpose programs. Resolved:
That the Department of Education, collaborating with
the State Board of Education; the Children’s Cabinet;
the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Chil-
dren with Disabilities; the Truancy, Dropout, Alterna-
tive Education Advisory Committee; representatives
of private, special education facilities; representatives
of private, general-purpose agencies; and representa-
tives of students, shall review evidence-based pro-
grams and standards designed to promote opportuni-
ties for students with special needs. The review must
include analyses of:

1. The impact of rate setting on programs and
staffing, quality assurance activities, including but not
limited to special education facilities, and alternative
programs that include a self-assessment process and
visits for review and assistance; and

2. The personnel development opportunities that
are coordinated with the University of Maine System,
the Maine Community College System and private
institutions of higher education to determine the ade-
quacy, availability and appropriateness of programs
preparing personnel to work in special purpose special
education facilities and alternative education pro-
grams; and be it further

Sec. 2. Report. Resolved: That, by October
1, 2007, the Department of Education shall submit a
report, including the findings of the review conducted
under section 1 and recommended legislation, to the
Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural
Affairs for consideration during the Second Regular
Session of the 123rd Legislature.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 21
H.P. 1016 - L.D. 1447

Resolve, Directing the
Department of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Resources To
Study Invasive Terrestrial
Plant Species

Sec. 1. Study; stakeholders. Resolved:
That the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Resources shall convene a stakeholder group to con-
duct a study to develop processes and criteria to assess
the danger posed to naturally occurring ecosystems by
invasive terrestrial plant species and to determine
which invasive plant species are of significant con-
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cern. In conducting the study, the commissioner shall
solicit input from:

1. The Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Resources;

2. The Department of Conservation;

3. The Department of Transportation;

4. A representative of the nursery industry;

5. A representative of the horticulture industry;
6. A representative of greenhouse growers;

7. A representative of master gardeners;

8. A plant retailer;

9. The University of Maine Cooperative Exten-
sion Service;

10. An environmental organization; and

11. A member of the general public who gardens;
and be it further

Sec. 2. Evaluate plants; development of
list. Resolved: That, in conducting the study under
section 1, the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Resources shall evaluate plants commonly re-
ferred to as "invasive terrestrial plants" for the purpose
of determining which, if any, of these plants should be
subject to some form of restriction on commercial
distribution, sales or trade by the Department of Agri-
culture, Food and Rural Resources. In consultation
with the stakeholders, the commissioner shall develop
a preliminary list of invasive terrestrial plants and a set
of preliminary recommendations for preventing the
introduction or further distribution of the plants on this
list; and be it further

Sec. 3. Report. Resolved: That the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources shall
submit a final report with respect to the study under
section 1, including recommendations and any neces-
sary implementing legislation, no later than February
1, 2008 to the Joint Standing Committee on Agricul-
ture, Conservation and Forestry. After receipt and
review of the report the joint standing committee may
submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of
the 123rd Legislature.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 22
HP.24-LD.21

Resolve, To Provide Access for
Persons with Disabilities to
Great Ponds

Sec. 1. Department of Conservation and
the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wild-
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