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(1-A) An adult who shares an emotional, physi-

PUBLIC LAW, c. 412

benefits or services shall provide coverage and

cal and financial relationship with the patient

payment under those contracts to a registered nurse

similar to that of a spouse;

See title page for effective date.

first_assistant who performs services that are within
the scope of a registered nurse first assistant's
gualifications. The provisions of this subsection apply
only if reimbursement for an assisting physician

CHAPTER 412

H.P.22-L.D. 32

An Act to Allow Reimbursement of
Registered Nurse First Assistants for
Surgical Procedures

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 24 MRSA 82332-J is enacted to read:

§2332-J. Coverage for services provided by

registered nurse first assistants

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.

A. "Perioperative nursing" means a practice of
nursing in which the nurse provides preoperative,
intraoperative and postoperative nursing care to

surgical patients.

B. "Recognized program"” means a program that
addresses all content of the core curriculum for
registered nurse first assistants as established by
the Association of Operating Room Nurses or its
successor organization.

C. "Reqgistered nurse first assistant,”" or "RNFA,"
means a person who:

(1) s licensed as a registered nurse under
Title 32, chapter 31;

(2) Is experienced in perioperative nursing;
and

(3) Has successfully completed a recog-
nized program.

2. Institutional powers. Each health care insti-
tution, as defined in Title 22, chapter 405, may
establish specific procedures for the appointment and
reappointment of registered nurse first assistants and
for granting, renewing and revising their clinical

privileges.

3. Required coverage for services. Notwith-
standing any other provisions of this chapter, a
nonprofit hospital and medical service organization
that issues individual and group health care contracts
that provide coverage for surgical first assisting
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would be covered and a registered nurse first assistant
who performed those services is used as a substitute.

4. Limits; coinsurance; deductibles. Any con-
tract that provides coverage for the services required
by this section may contain provisions for maximum
benefits and coinsurance and reasonable limitations,
deductibles and exclusions to the extent that these
provisions are not inconsistent with the requirements

Sec. 2. 24-A MRSA 82756 is enacted to read:

82756. Coverage for services provided by regis-
tered nurse first assistants

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.

A. "Perioperative nursing" means a practice of
nursing in which the nurse provides preoperative,
intraoperative and postoperative nursing care to

surgical patients.

B. "Recognized program" means a program that
addresses all content of the core curriculum for
registered nurse first assistants as established by
the Association of Operating Room Nurses or its
SUCCessor organization.

C. "Reqistered nurse first assistant,”" or "RNFA,"
means a person who:

(1) s licensed as a registered nurse under
Title 32, chapter 31;

(2) Is experienced in perioperative nursing;
and

(3) Has successfully completed a recog-
nized program.

2. Institutional powers. Each health care insti-
tution, as defined in Title 22, chapter 405, may
establish specific procedures for the appointment and
reappointment of registered nurse first assistants and
for granting, renewing and revising their clinical

privileges.

3. Required coverage for services. Notwith-
standing _any other provisions of this chapter, an
insurer that issues individual health insurance policies
and contracts that provide coverage for surgical first
assisting benefits or services shall provide coverage
and payment under those contracts to a registered
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nurse first assistant who performs services that are
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and payment under those contracts to a registered

within the scope of a registered nurse first assistant's

nurse first assistant who performs services that are

gualifications. The provisions of this subsection apply

within the scope of a registered nurse first assistant's

only if reimbursement for an assisting physician

gualifications. The provisions of this subsection apply

would be covered and a registered nurse first assistant

only if reimbursement for an assisting physician

who performed those services is used as a substitute.

would be covered and a registered nurse first assistant

This section does not apply to policies or contracts

who performed those services is used as a substitute.

that cover only specified diseases.

4. Limits; coinsurance; deductibles. Any con-
tract that provides coverage for the services required
by this section may contain provisions for maximum

This section does not apply to policies or contracts
that cover only specified diseases.

4. Limits; coinsurance; deductibles. Any con-
tract that provides coverage for the services required

benefits and coinsurance and reasonable limitations,

by this section may contain provisions for maximum

deductibles and exclusions to the extent that these

benefits and coinsurance and reasonable limitations,

provisions are not inconsistent with the requirements

deductibles and exclusions to the extent that these

of this section.

; Sec. 3. 24-A MRSA 82847-G is enacted to
read:

82847-G. Coverage for services provided by

provisions are not _inconsistent with the requirements
of this section.

Sec. 4. 24-A MRSA 84246 is enacted to read:

84246. Coverage for services provided by regis-

registered nurse first assistants

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have

tered nurse first assistants

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless
the context otherwise indicates, the following terms

the following meanings.

A. "Perioperative nursing" means a practice of
nursing in which the nurse provides preoperative,
intraoperative and postoperative nursing care to

surgical patients.

B. "Recognized program" means a program that
addresses all content of the core curriculum for
registered nurse first assistants as established by
the Association of Operating Room Nurses or its
Successor organization.

C. "Reqgistered nurse first assistant,”" or "RNFA,"
means a person who:

(1) s licensed as a registered nurse under
Title 32, chapter 31;

(2) Is experienced in perioperative nursing;
and

(3) Has successfully completed a recog-
nized program.

2. Institutional powers. Each health care insti-
tution, as defined in Title 22, chapter 405, may

have the following meanings.

A. "Perioperative nursing" means a practice of
nursing in which the nurse provides preoperative,
intraoperative and postoperative nursing care to

surgical patients.

B. "Recognized program" means a program that
addresses all content of the core curriculum for
reqistered nurse first assistants as established by
the Association of Operating Room Nurses or its
successor organization.

C. "Reqistered nurse first assistant,”" or "RNFA,"
means a person who:

(1) s licensed as a registered nurse under
Title 32, chapter 31;

(2) Is experienced in perioperative nursing;
and

(3) Has successfully completed a recog-
nized program.

2. Institutional powers. Each health care insti-
tution, as defined in Title 22, chapter 405, may

establish specific procedures for the appointment and

establish specific procedures for the appointment and

reappointment of registered nurse first assistants and

reappointment of registered nurse first assistants and

for granting, renewing and revising their clinical

for granting, renewing and revising their clinical

privileges.

3. Required coverage for services. Notwith-
standing _any other provisions of this chapter, an

privileges.

3. Required coverage for services. Notwith-
standing any other provisions of this chapter, a health

insurer that issues group health insurance policies and

maintenance organization that issues individual and

contracts that provide coverage for surgical first

group health care contracts that provide coverage for

assisting benefits or services shall provide coverage

surgical first assisting benefits or services shall

758



FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 1999

provide coverage and payment under those contracts
to_a reqgistered nurse first assistant who performs
services that are within the scope of a registered nurse
first _assistant's gqualifications. The provisions of this
subsection apply only if reimbursement for an
assisting physician would be covered and a registered
nurse first assistant who performed those services is
used as a substitute.

4. Limits; coinsurance; deductibles. Any con-
tract that provides coverage for the services required
by this section may contain provisions for maximum
benefits and coinsurance and reasonable limitations,
deductibles and exclusions to the extent that these
provisions are not inconsistent with the requirements
of this section.

Sec. 5. Application. The requirements of this
Act apply to all policies, contracts and certificates
executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued or
renewed in this State on or after January 1, 2000. For
purposes of this Act, all contracts are deemed to be
renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of
the contract date.

See title page for effective date.

PUBLIC LAW, c. 414

A. The person is present on licensed premises at
a_time when minors are not permitted to be on

the premises;

B. The officer has a reasonable and articulable
suspicion that a violation of law has taken place
or _is taking place because a minor is present on
licensed premises;

C. The officer has a reasonable and articulable
suspicion that the person is a minor; and

D. The officer has informed the person that the
officer is investigating a possible liquor violation
involving the presence of minors on the licensed
premises_and that the officer believes that the

person is a minor.

For purposes of this section, "proper identification"
means a_person's correct name, address and date of
birth except that, if a person has in the person's
possession an identification card issued under Title
29-A, section 1410, or a motor vehicle operator's
license bearing the photograph of the operator and
issued under Title 29-A, chapter 11, proper identifica-
tion means that identification card or motor vehicle
operator's license.

CHAPTER 413

H.P. 274 - L.D. 382

An Act to Require a Person Who is
Suspected of Being the Underlying
Cause of a Liquor Violation to
Provide Identification to a Law
Enforcement Officer

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 15 MRSA 83103, sub-81, 9C, as
amended by PL 1987, c. 45, Pt. B, 83, is further
amended to read:

C. Offenses involving intoxicating liquor, as
provided in Title 28-A, section 2051 and of-
fenses involving refusal to provide proper iden-
tification as provided in Title 28-A, section
2087;

Sec. 2. 28-A MRSA 82087 is enacted to read:
82087. Refusal to provide proper identification
1.

Refusal to provide proper identification
prohibited. A person may not intentionally refuse to
provide a law enforcement officer proper identifica-
tion if:
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2. Penalties. A violation of this section is a
civil violation for which a forfeiture of not more than
$500 may be adjudged.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 414

S.P.440 - L.D. 1277

An Act Concernin
Changes to the

Technical
ax Laws

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, a delay in making technical changes
to the tax laws would interfere with administration of
those laws; and

Whereas, legislative action is immediately nec-
essary in order to ensure continued and efficient
administration of the tax laws; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,





