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C. Two hundred dollars per net or trap for the  
use of a 4th and 5th elver fyke net or Sheldon eel 
trap. 

Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §6505-B, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 536, Pt. A, §8, is amended to 
read: 

3.  Dip net fee.  It is unlawful for a person to 
utilize a dip net to fish for or take elvers without 
paying a fee of $75 $50 per dip net annually. 

This subsection does not apply to a dip net a person 
utilizes pursuant to section 6505-A, subsection 5. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 298 

S.P. 524 - L.D. 1629 

An Act to Include Possession of a 
Dangerous Weapon as Grounds for 

Expulsion of a Student 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §1001, sub-§9, ¶C, as 
enacted by PL 1993, c. 157, §1, is amended to read: 

C.  Who possesses on school property a firearm 
as defined in Title 17-A, section 2, subsection 
12-A or a dangerous weapon as defined in Title 
17-A, section 2, subsection 9 without permission 
of a school official; 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 299 

S.P. 354 - L.D. 1173 

An Act to Preserve Public Access to 
Governmental Information through 
Libraries Regardless of Format or 

Medium 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of 
the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days 
after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, public access to public records is 
immediately threatened by changes in the way the 
information is prepared and distributed; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 

legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §501-A, as repealed and 
replaced by PL 1987, c. 402, Pt. A, §2, is repealed and 
the following enacted in its place: 

§501-A. Publications of state agencies 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, the term 
"publications" includes periodicals; newsletters; 
bulletins; pamphlets; leaflets; directories; bibliogra-
phies; statistical reports; brochures; plan drafts; 
planning documents; reports; special reports; commit-
tee and commission minutes; informational handouts; 
and rules and compilations of rules, regardless of 
number of pages, number of copies ordered, physical 
size, publication medium  or intended audience inside 
or outside the agency. 

2.  Production and distribution.  The publica-
tions of all agencies, the University of Maine System 
and the Maine Maritime Academy may be printed, 
bound and distributed, subject to Title 5, sections 43 to 
46. The State Purchasing Agent may determine the 
style in which publications may be printed and bound, 
with the approval of the Governor. 

3.  Annual or biennial reports.  Immediately 
upon receipt of any annual or biennial report that is  
not included in the Maine State Government Annual 
Report provided for in Title 5, sections 43 to 46, the 
State Purchasing Agent shall deliver at least 55 copies 
of that annual or biennial report to the State Librarian 
for exchange and library use.  The State Purchasing 
Agent shall deliver the balance of the number of each 
such report to the agency that prepared the report. 

4.  State agency and legislative committee  
publications. Except as provided in subsection 5, any 
agency or legislative committee issuing publications, 
including publications in an electronic format, shall 
deliver 18 copies of the publications in the published 
format to the State Librarian. These copies must be 
furnished at the expense of the issuing agency.  
Publications not furnished upon request will be 
reproduced at the expense of the issuing agency.  The 
agency or committee preparing a publication may 
determine the date on which a publication may be 
released, except as otherwise provided by law. 

5.  Electronic publishing. An agency or 
committee that electronically publishes information to 
the public is only required to provide the State 
Librarian with one printed copy of an electronically 
published publication. An electronically published 
publication is not required to be provided to the State 
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Librarian if the publication is also published in print or 
in an electronic format and is provided to the State 
Librarian in compliance with subsection 4 or the 
publication is: 

A.  Designed to provide the public with current 
information and is subject to frequent additions 
and deletions, such as current lists of certified 
professionals, daily updates of weather condi-
tions or fire hazards; or 

B.  Designed to promote the agency's services or 
assist citizens in use of the agency's services, 
such as job advertisements, application forms, 
advertising brochures, letters and memos. 

6.  Forwarding of requisitions.  The State Pur-
chasing Agent, Central Printing and all other printing 
operations within State Government shall forward to 
the State Librarian upon receipt one copy of all 
requisitions for publications to be printed. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective May 28, 1997. 

CHAPTER 300 

H.P. 1082 - L.D. 1519 

An Act to Prevent Unnecessary 
Search and Rescue Operations on 

Marine Waters 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6958 is enacted to read: 

§6958.  False search and rescue information 

A person who intentionally provides the depart-
ment or causes to be given to the department false or 
misleading information that results in an unnecessary 
search and rescue effort or prolongs an ongoing search 
and rescue effort is subject to a civil penalty of up to 
the cost of providing the search and rescue service, 
payable to the State.  This penalty is recoverable in a 
civil action.  The State may also recover the cost of 
bringing the action, including a reasonable attorney's 
fee. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 301 

H.P. 918 - L.D. 1261 

An Act Concerning Public Notice of 
Lottery Odds 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  8 MRSA §374, sub-§1, ¶¶K and L, 
as enacted by PL 1987, c. 505, §2, are amended to 
read: 

K.  The manner and amount of compensation to 
be paid licensed sales agents necessary to pro-
vide for the adequate availability of tickets or 
shares to prospective buyers and for the con-
venience of the general public; and 

L.  The apportionment of the total annual reve-
nue accruing from the sale of lottery tickets or 
shares and from all other sources for the payment 
of prizes to the holders of winning tickets or 
shares; for the payment of costs incurred in the 
operation and administration of the lotteries, in-
cluding the expenses of the commission and the 
costs resulting from any contract or contracts en-
tered into for promotional, advertising, consult-
ing or operational services or for the purchase or 
lease of lottery equipment and materials; for the 
repayment of the money appropriated to the State 
Lottery Fund; and for transfer to the General 
Fund for distribution pursuant to section 387.; 
and 

Sec. 2.  8 MRSA §374, sub-§1, ¶M is en-
acted to read: 

M.  The imprinting on all lottery tickets sold in 
the State of the overall odds of winning a prize 
for each game. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 302 

S.P. 446 - L.D. 1420 

An Act to Amend the Uniform 
Management of Institutional Funds 

Act 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  13 MRSA §4106, first ¶, as enacted 
by PL 1993, c. 371, §2, is amended to read: 




