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ness, as described in chapter 38, if it is otherwise quali
fied therefor and possesses and thereafter maintains, 
in addition to the amounts described in the following 
table, an additional amount of unimpaired paid-in cap
ital stock, if a stock insurer, or unimpaired basic sur
plus, if a foreign mutual or reciprocal insurer, of not 
less than $500,000. 

Kind or 
Kinds of Insurance 

Domestic Mutual 
Insurers 

Life 
Health 
Life and Health 
Casualty 
Marine and Transportation 
Property 
Surety 
Title 
Multiple Line (as defined 

in section 710) 
Life, and anyone or more 

of Property, Casualty, 
Surety, Marine and Transportation 

Effective September 29, 1987. 

CHAPTER 79 

H.P. 820 - L.D. 1108 

$1,000,000 
500,000 

1,250,000 
750,000 

1,000,000 
500,000 

1,000,000 
350,000 

1,250,000 

2,500,000 

AN ACT to Amend Implementation of the .i 

International Registration Plan and 
Apportioned Fees for Certain 

Commercial Vehicles. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §242, as amended by PL 1985, c. 
762, §§26 and 27, is further amended by adding at the 
end 2 new paragraphs to read: 

With the approval of the Secretary of State, an annu
al registration fee for the State under the International 
Registration Plan may be paid in quarterly installments. 
If the person in whose name a vehicle is registered fails 
to make timely payments of a fee or an approved quar
terly installment of the fee, the Secretary of State may 
suspend, without preliminary hearing, the registration 
of the vehicle pursuant to section 2241, subsection 3. In 
cases in which a vehicle has been registered as part of 
a fleet and there has been failure to make a payment for 
the vehicle, the Secretary of State may suspend regis
trations for all vehicles in the fleet. 

Vehicles being registered under the International 
Registration Plan shall be subjeCt to a registration fee 
determined on a monthly prorated basis if the registra
tion period is less than one year. 
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Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §245, last " as amended by PL 
1985, c. 735, §§2 and 7, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §2243-A, first', as amended by 
PL 1985, c. 735, §4, is further amended to read: 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Title, t~e 
Secretary of State, in concurrence with the Commission
er of Transportation, is authorized to enter into recipro
cal agreements or plans on behalf of the State of Maine 
with the appropriate authorities of any of the states of 
the United States, the District of Columbia or any state 
or province of any country providing for the registration 
of vehicles on any apportionment or allocation basis and 
may, in the exercise of this authority, enter into and be
come a member of the International Registration Plan 
with an entry date of January 1, W89 1990. 

Sec. 4. 29 MRSA §2243-A, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 
1985, c. 735, §4, is amended to read: 

3. Registration transition. The ftftfttlftl registration of 
motor vehicles that are to be registered under the In
ternational Registration Plan bec6me v 6id 6n Jantlary 
1, 1988, and the anntlal registrati6n fees f6r these vehi 
eles, issued in the 12 months prior to Maine's entry, shall 
be prorated on a monthly basis and be rounded off to the 
nearest 1/4 of'a dollar and issued for such a number of 
months as is necessary to expire on December 31st of 
the year prior to Maine's entry into the International 
Registration Plan. 

Sec. 5. 36 MRSA §1482, sub-§l, ,D is enacted to 
read: 

D. The excise tax on motor vehicles that are to be 
registered under the International Registration Plan, 
issued in the 12 months prior to Maine's entry, shall 
be prorated on a monthly basis and paid for such a num
ber of months as is necessary for the registration to 
expire on December 31st of the year prior to Maine's 
entry into the International Registration Plan. 

Sec. 6. 36 MRSA §1482, sub-§5, ,F, as enacted by 
PL 1985, c. 735, §§6 and 7, is repealed. 

Sec. 7. Effective date. This Act shall become ef
fective on January 1, 1989, provided that Maine's appli
cation to join the ,International Registration Plan is 
approved. 

Effective January 1, 1989, unless otherwise indicated. 

CHAPTER 80 

S.P. 88 - L.D. 209 

AN ACT to Repeal the Sunset Provision of the 
Social Workers Freedom of Choice Law. 



CHAPTER 80 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 24 MRSA §2303, sub-§2, as amended by PL 
1983, c. 805, §1, is further amended to read: 

2. Mental health services provided by psychologists 
or certified social workers. Notwithstanding any pro
vision of a contract between a subscriber and a nonprofit 
hospital or medical service organization entered into pur
suant to a hospital service plan, medical service plan or 
health care plan authorized under this chapter, and not
withstanding any other provision of this chapter, 
whenever the contract provides for payment or reim
bursement for mental health services, payment or reim
bursement for the provision of these services shall not 
be denied because the services are provided by a con
tracting licensed psychologist who is trained and received 
a doctorate in psychology specializing in the evaluation 
and treatment of human behavior, a contracting certi
fied social worker licensed for the independent practice 
of social work in this State who has at least a masters 
degree in social work from an accredited educational in
stitution, has been employed in social work for at least 
2 years, and who, after January 1, 1985, must be licensed 
as a clinical social worker in this State, or a contracting 
licensed nurse who is trained and has received a certifi
cate as a clinical specialist in psychiatric and mental 
health nursing from the American Nurses' Association, 
acting within the scope of his license or certification. Sub
ject to approval by the Superintendent of Insurance pur
suant to sections 2305 and 2316, a nonprofit hospital or 
medical service ~rganization incorporated under this 
chapter shall offer contracts to psychologists licensed 
pursuant to Title 32, section 3831, subsection 2, certified 
social workers licensed for the independent practice of 
social work who have at least a masters degree in social 
work from an accredited educational institution, who 
have been employed in social work for at least 2 years, 
and who, after January 1, 1985, must be licensed as a clin
ical social worker in this State, and licensed nurses who 
are certified by the American Nurses' Association as clin
ical specialists in adult psychiatric and mental health 
nursing or as clinical specialists in child and adolescent 
psychiatric and mental health nursing, authorizing the 
provision of mental health services by these psycholo
gists, clinical social workers, certified social workers and 
certified nurses within the scope of their licensure or cer
tification, if the nonprofit hospital or medical service or
ganization provides mental health services in contracts 
with subscribers. Payment or reimbursement for serv
ices rendered by clinical social workers licensed in this 
State shall not be conditioned upon prior diagnosis or 
referral by a physician or other health care profession
al, except in cases where diagnosis of the condition for 
which the services are rendered is beyond the scope of 
their licensure. With respect to services provided by psy
chologists, this subsection applies to all contracts be
tween the subscriber aJ:}d a nonprofit hospital or medical 
service organization entered into or renewed after Janu
ary 1, 1976. With resfJed to serviees fJro..-ided by S6-

dal workers and nurses, this subseetion afJfJlies to all 
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eontraets bet-.veen the subseriber and a nonfJrofit hosfJi 
tal or medieal serviee organization entered into or 
rene" ed after Jantlary 1, 1984, and before Jantlary 1, 
ffi8& 

Sec. 2. 24-A MRSA §2744, sub-§l, as amended by 
PL 1983, c. 805, §2, is further amended to read: 

1. Notwithstanding any provision of a health insur
ance policy subject to this chapter, whenever the policy 
provides for payment or reimbursement for services 
which are within the lawful scope of practice of a psy
chologist licensed to practice in this State, a certified so
cial worker licensed for the independent practice of social 
work in this State who has at least a masters degree in 
social work from an accredited educational institution, 
has been employed in social work for at least 2 years, 
and who, after January 1, 1985, must be licensed as a clin
ical social worker in this State, or a licensed nurse who 
is certified by the American Nurses' Association as a clin
ical specialist in adult psychiatric and mental health nurs
ing or as a clinical specialist in child and adolescent 
psychiatric and mental health nursing, any person cov
ered by the policy shall be entitled to reimbursement for 
these services if the services are performed by a physi
cian, a psychologist licensed to practice in this State, a 
certified social worker licensed for the independent prac
tice of social work who has at least a masters degree in 
social work from an accredited educational institution, 
who has been employed in social work for at least 2 years, 
and who, after January 1, 1985, must be licensed as a clin
ical social worker in this State, or a licensed nurse certi
fied by the American Nurses' Association as a clinical 
specialist in adult or child and adolescent psychiatric and 
mental health nursing. With respect to services provid
ed by physicians 01' psychologists, this section applies to 
all health insurance policies, contracts 01' certificates is
sued, renewed, modified, altered, amended or reissued 
on or after July 1, 1975. Payment or reimbursement for 
services rendered by clinical social workers licensed in 
this State shall not be conditioned upon prior diagnosis 
or referral by a physician or other health care profes
sional, except in cases where diagnosis of the condition 
for which the services are rendered is beyond the scope 
of their licensure. With resfJeet to serviees fJro..-ided by 
sodal -""orkers and nurses, this seetion afJfJlies to all 
health in sura nee fJolieies, eontraets til' eertifieates isstled, 
renewed, modified, altered, amended or reissued on or 
after January 1, 1984, and before January 1, 1988. 

Sec. 3. 24·A MRSA §2835, sub-§l, as amended by 
PL 1983, c. 805, §3, is further amended to read: 

1. Notwithstanding any provision of a health insur
ance policy subject to this chapter, whenever the policy 
provides for payment or reimbursement for services 
which are within the lawful scope of practice of a psy
chologist licensed to practice in this State, a certified so
cial worker licensed for the independent practice of social 
work in this State who has at least a masters degree in 
social work from an accredited educational institution, 
has been employed in social work for at least 2 years, 
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and who, after January 1, 1985, must be licensed as a clin
ical social worker in this State, or a licensed nurse who 
is certified by the American Nurses' Association as a clin
ical specialist in adult psychiatric and mental health nurs
ing or as a clinical specialist in child and adolescent 
psychiatric and mental health nursing, any person cov
ered by the policy shall be entitled to reimbursement for 
these services if the services are performed by a physi
cian, a psychologist licensed to practice in this State, cer
tified social worker licensed for independent practice in 
this State who has at least a masters degree in social 
work from an accredited educational institution, who has 
been employed in social work for at least 2 years, and 
who, after January 1, 1985, must be licensed as a clinical 
social worker in this State, or a licensed nurse certified 
by the American Nurses' Association as a clinical spe
cialist in adult or child and adolescent psychiatric and 
mental health nursing. With respect to services provid
ed by physicians or psychologists, this section applies to 
all health insurance policies, contracts or certificates is
sued, renewed, modified, altered, amended or reissued 
on or after April 16, 1976. Payment or reimbursement 
for services rendered by clinical social workers licensed 
in this State shall not be conditioned upon prior diagno
sis or referral by a physician or other health care profes
sional, except in cases where diagnosis of the condition 
for which the services are rendered is beyond the scope 
of their licensure. Vlith respeet te serviees previded by 
seeial 'Ii erkel'S and ntlrses, this seeden applies te all 
health instlranee pelieies, eentraets er eertificates isstled, 
renewed, medified, altered, amended er reisstled en er 
after Jantlary 1, 1984, and beiere Jantlary 1, 1988. 

Effective September 29, 1987. 

CHAPTER 81 

S.P. 142 - L.D. 396 

AN ACT to Amend the Law Regarding the 
Organization and Management of Stock 

Institutions. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 9-B MRSA §312, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 
1975, c. 500, §1, is amended to read: 

1. Incorporators. Five or more persons, a majority 
of whom shall be residents of this State, may agree in 
writing to associate themselves for the purpose of form
ing a stock financial institution pursuant to this chapter. 

If a company is a financial institution holding company 
or will become a financial institution holding company 
as a result of the formation of a stock institution pursuant 
to this chapter,then the company proposing to organize 
a stock institution may be the sole incorporator. The 
company must subscribe to and ultimately purchase 
100% of the capital stock of the institution in order to 
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become the sole incorporator. A majority oithe board 
of directors of the company must resolve to seek to or
ganize the stock financial institution. 

Sec. 2. 9-B MRSA §312, sub-§2, ,G, as enacted by 
PL 1975, c. 500, §1, is amended to read: 

G. Such additional information, including the reasons 
why an institution of the type specified in paragraph 
B is needed in the proposed location, as the superin
tendent may require by regulation. No application for 
a permission to organize sfmll may be deemed consid
ered complete unless accompanied by an application 
fee e£ $1,999 as determined by the superintendent, pay
able to the Treasurer of State, to be credited and used 
as provided in section 214. In no event may that fee 
be less than $1,000 or greater than $5,000. 

Sec. 3. 9-B MRSA §312, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 
1975, c. 500, §1, is amended to read: 

3. Publication of notice. After determining that the 
application required in subsection 2 is complete, the su
perintendent shall advise the incorporators to publish, 
within 15 days of such advice, a notice in such form as 
the superintendent may prescribe. Such notice shall ap
pear at least once a week for 3 successive weeks in one 
or more newspapers of general circulation in the county 
where the financial institution is to be established, or in 
such other newspapers as the superintendent may desig
nate. Such published notice shall specify the names, ad
dresses and occupations or businesses of each of the 
incorporators and directors, the type of financial insti
tution to be organized, and the name of the institution 
and its location as set forth in the application for per
mission to organize. The superintendent may require in
dividual notice to any person or corporation, and may 
require that one of such publications contain the infor
mation required under section 252, subsection 2. 

Sec. 4. 9-B MRSA, §312, sub-§4, as amended by PL 
1979, c. 663, §34, is further amended to read: 

4. Permission from superintendent. 

A. Vlithin 19 days after the first ptlblieatien ef the 
ft6tiee reqtlired in stlbseetien 8, the ineerperaters shall 
apply te the stlperintendent fer a eertifieate that ptlb 
lie een-;enience and advantage will be premeted by the 
establishment ef a financial instittltien e£ the type set 
ierth in their applicatien, and stich reqtlest shall be 
deemed as eempleting the applieatien fer ptlrpeses e£ 
sectien 262, stlbseetien 2. 

B. In determining whether or not a certificate of pub
lic convenience and advantage will be premeted by 
granting permissien te ergani~e the type ef instittltien 
reqtlested, which permits the incorporator or incorpo
rators to organize the type of financial institution re
quested, should be granted, the superintendent shall 
make his decision in accordance with the requirements 


