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CHAPTER 859 
H.P. 1895 - L.n. 2492 

AN ACT to Implement the Recommendations 
of the Commission on the Status of Education in 

Maine. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

PART A 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §253, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 
1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

1. General duties. The commissioner shall exer
cise the powers and perform the duties granted and 
enforce the requirements to the department in this 
Title and shall devote full time to the duties of the 
office. 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §258, as amended by PL 1983, 
c. 806, §6, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §258-A is enacted,to read: 

§258-A. Inspection of schools 

1. Petition or reguest. The commissioner shall 
inspect a school or schools in a school administra
tive unit and report the findings and recommendations 
to the school board, addressing the concerns of the 
petition in light of applicable school approval stan
dards, when: 

A. Petitioned by 60% of the parents of the chil
dren of one schoolj 

B. Requested by the school board or superintend
ent of schoolsj or 

C. Petitioned by 20% of the registered voters of 
the unit. 

2. Periodic reviews. The commissioner shall pe
riodically rev~ew all public schools and all private 
schools' which receive public funds, to determine 
their compli~~ce with the applicable provisions of 
this Title. 
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3. Special reviews. The commissioner shall ful
fill the monitoring functions required by any state 
or federal grants to school units or schools. 

4, Private schools. The commissioner may, as a 
condition of approval, inspect any private school 
which applies for approval status. 

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §1055, sub-§9, as enacted by 
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: PL 1983, 

9. Report to the commissioner. The superintend
ent shall annually report, under oath, to the commis
sioner before A~~~s~ ~s~ a date established by the 
commissioner, concerning the operation of the school 
unit. The report shall contain: 

A. The amount appropriated and expended on ele
mentary and secondary education in the preceding 
fiscal year; 

B. The number of weeks schools were open; 

C. The number of students registered; 

D. The average attendance; aRa 

E. The amount received for tuition~ and 

F. Other information required by rule adopted by 
the commissioner to demonstrate compliance with 
the requirements of this Title. 

Sec. 5. 
PL 1981, c. 

20-A MRSA §1258, sub-§2, as enacted by 
693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

2. Other facilities. Notwithstanding this sec
tion, a district may contract with a nearby school 
administrative unit or with a private school approved 
for tuition purposes to educate for all or part of 
its secondary ~~~~~s . students in accordance with 
chapter 115. ~Re eSR~~ae~ ffiay ee fs~ a ~e~ffi sf f~effi 

~ ~e ~8 yea~s~ 

Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA §2703, sub-§l, ~E, as enacted 
by PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

E. Shall meet any additional requirements set 
forth in rules established by the commissioner 
and shall be filed with the commissioner. Con
tracts with private schools shall be approved by 
the commissioner. 
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Sec. 7. 20-A MRSA §2906 is enacted to read: 

§2906. Accreditation 

Any private school which chooses the accredita
tion method of approval shall make available to the 
commissioner- on a timely basis all accreditation re
ports on the school and shall notify the commissioner 
promptly upon a determination that the school is not 
accredited or is on probation. 

Sec. 8. 
PL 1981, c. 

20-A MRSA §2951, sub-§4, as 
693, §§5 and 8, is repealed. 

enacted by 

Sec. 9. 20-A MRSA §2951, sub-§5 is enacted to 
read: 

5. Additional requirements. Complies with the 
reporting and auditing reauirements in sections 2952 
and 2953 and the reguirements adopted pursuant to 
section 2954. 

Sec. 10. 20-A MRSA §2954, as enacted by PL 1981, 
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

§2954. R~les of commissioner 

The commissioner may adopt rules regarding tui
tion charges, accounting, audits, contracts and other 
aspects of schooling privileges arranged between a 
private secondary school and school administrative 
unit relationships. 

Sec. 11. 20-A MRSA §2955, as enacted by PL 1981, 
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

§2955. Penalty for noncompliance 

Private secondary schools approved for tuition 
purposes which have not complied with seet~eRs ~95~ 
te ~953 eefe~e Se~teffiee~ ~et ef eaefi yea~ this 
chapter may not receive tuition payments from any 
school administrative unit. 

Sec. 12. 20-A MRSA §3051, as enacted by PL 1981, 
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is repealed and the following en
acted in its place: 

§3051. Non-Maine students 

Schools which enroll only students whose parents 
are not residents of the State shall meet all health 
and safety requirements of the State applicable to 
priva:te schools. 
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Sec. 130 20-A MRSA §§4201 to 4203, as enacted by 
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, are repealed. 

Sec. 14. 
c. 806, §43, 

20-A MRSA §4204, as amended by PL 1983, 
is repealed. 

Sec. 15. 20-A MRSA §420S, as enacted by PL 1981, 
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is repealed. 

Sec. 16. 20-A MRSA §4401, as enacted by PL 1981, 
c. 693, §§S and 8, is repealed. 

Sec. 17. 
c. 806, §44, 

20-A MRSA §4402, 
is repealed. 

as amended by PL 1983, 

Sec. 18. 20-A MRSA §§4403 to 4405, as enacted by 
PL 1981, c. 693, §§S and 8, are repealed. 

Sec. 19. 20-A MRSA §4406, as amended by PL 1983, 
c. 806, §4S, is repealed. 

Sec. 20. 20-A MRSA c. 206 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 206 
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

SUBCHAPTER I 
BASIC SCHOOL APPROVAL 

§4S01. Duty of school units 

In accordance with the policy expressed in sec
tion 2, every school administrative unit shall raise 
and support annually sufficient funds to maintain or 
support elementary and secondary schools to provide 
free education for its resident students at all grade 
levels. These schools shall meet requirements of the 
basic school approval. 

§4502. School approval requirements 

1. General requirements. Elementary and second
ary schools and school administrative units shall 
meet all requirements of this Title and other statu
tory requirements applicable to the public schools 
and basic school approval standards. 

2. Curriculum standards. Schools shall also meet 
all curriculum standards established in chapters 207 
and 207-A. 

3. School year. Schools shall comply with sec
tion 4801. 



4310 
CHAP. 859 PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 

4. Staff qualifications. School boards shall em
ploy only teachers and other educational personnel 
who are properly certified in accordance with certi
fication rules adopted pursuant to chapter 502 and 
other professional personnel who hold appropriate 
professional licenses issued by the State. 

5. Other standards. The state board and the com
missioner shall jointly adopt basic school approval 
rules governing school administrative units and ele
mentary and secondary schools. These rules shall set 
minimum standards in the following areas, incorporat
ing such standards as are estpblished by statute: 

A. Instructional time, including a minimum 
school day and week; 

B. Staffing, including student-teacher ratios; 

C. Physical facilities, incorporating the school 
construction rules of the state board; 

D. Standards for equipment and libraries; 

E. Minimum school size, but including recogni
tion of geographically isolated schools; 

F. Grade and program organization; 

G. Assessment and evaluation of student perform
ance; 

H. Student personnel services, including guid
ance and counseling; 

I. Records, record keeping and reporting re
quirements; 

J. Health, sanitation and safety requirements; 

K. School improvement; and 

L. Prepare and implement an on-going school im
provement process and annually update a written 
school improvement plan, including a fully devel
oped staff development plan, citing progress and 
trends with respect to school improvement. 

6. Report by school board. The ongoing school 
improvement process and plan shall be reported annu
ally to the citizens of the unit. 

§4503. Secondary school organizations 
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1. Two years. A secondary school shall include 
not fewer than 2 consecutive grades from grades 9 to 
12. 

2. Junior high school. A junior high school is a 
school which maintains a diversified program of 
studies of 2 or more consecutive grades from grades 6 
to 9, which meets basic school approval and applica
ble curriculum requirements. A junior high school may 
be maintained in connection with or as part of an ap
proved secondary school. 

§4504. Implementation and enforcement 

1. Implementation. The commissioner shall deter
mine which schools and school units are in compliance 
with the basic school approval standards, in accord
ance with the procedures of the basic school approval 
rules and the provisions of this Title. 

2. Comprehensive reviews. The commissioner 
shall, on a one-year to 5-year cycle, make a compre
hensive review of each public school to determine 
whether the school is in compliance with basic school 
approval standards. These reviews shall, insofar as 
is practicable, be coordinated with reviews of other 
schools in the school unit, accreditation visits, 
special education reviews, federal program reviews 
and other required reviews or inspections, so as to 
reduce administrative burdens on school personnel. 

3. Rules. Basic school approval rules shall be 
adopted and enforced in accordance with section 
6801-A and the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, 
Title 5, chapter 375. 

§4511. 

SUBCHAPTER II 
ACCREDITATION 

Accreditation requirements 

1. General authorization. The state board and 
the commissioner shall jointly adopt rules establish
ing accreditation standards for secondary and elemen
tary schools of the State. 

2. Intent. Accreditation standards are intended 
to encourage excellence in school programs. The rules 
shall include such components as the quality and va
riety of instructional programs, the credentials, ex
perience and general performance of staff and adequa
cy of school facilities. 
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3. Specific requirements. In addition to stan
dards that are adopted in subsection I, accreditation 
standards shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following. 

A. The school has a written statement of its ed
ucational goals and a process for evaluating its 
progress toward meeting the goals. 

B. The school participates in the state student 
assessment program, makes the results available 
to students and parents through regular guidance 
sessions and integrates the results into a school 
improvement plan. 

C. The school regularly evaluates its curriculum 
using student assessment results, other testing 
results and teacher participation. 

D. The school has a plan of strict accountabili
ty for students, teachers and school administra
tors in meeting high standards of performance and 
achievement. 

E. The school develops and maintains a decision
making process that involves members of the edu
cation community, including students, teachers, 
administrators, parents and the public. 

F. The school has an explicit student disciplin
ary code, and homework, attendance and promotion 
policies. 

G. The school has a written staff development 
plan which includes ways to strengthen the re
cruiting, training and retention of teachers. In 
addition, the school has a written staff evalua
tion and supervision plan which includes support 
mechanisms to assist teachers and administrators. 

H. The school serves as a resource to the commu
nity. 

I. The school assesses the educational needs of 
the community, and develops its own programs to 
address the needs, identifies readily available 
resources outside the school as alternatives to 
direct school involvement and works cooperatively 
with other schools or organizations to meet the 
identified needs. 

-"'.§--,-,4-,-5-=1-=2---,-. __ I __ ~1-~m e n tat ion 
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1. Accreditation optional. Any approved school 
may, through its school board, apply for accredita
tion. 

2. Implementation. The commissioner shall deter
mine which schools and school units meet the require
ments of accreditation, in accordance with adopted 
rules and this Title. 

3. Comprehensive reviews. The commissioner 
shall, on a one-year to 5-year cycle, make a compre-
hensive review of each accredited school to determine 
whether the school is continuing to meet the accredi-
tation standards. 

4. Rules. Accreditation rules shall be adopted 
in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure 
Act, Title 5, chapter 375. 

5. Accreditation process. All school administra
tive units operating a secondary school shall undergo 
the state accreditation process on a 5-year cycle as 
established by the commissioner starting in the 
1989-90 school year. 

§4513. Cooperative effort 

The rules may also establish alternate procedures 
for accreditation of secondary schools jointly with 
the New England Association of Schools and Colleges 
or its successor. 

§4514. Costs of accreditation process 

The commissioner may require that schools apply
ing for state accreditation pay the direct costs of 
the advisory committee, such as housing and meals of 
visiting committees, but these costs may not include 
the actual costs, salaries or general overhead ex
penses of the department. 

§4515. Accreditation; evaluation and recommendation 

The commissioner shall confer accreditation to 
those schools which meet established accreditation 
standards in accordance with the procedures estab
lished by rule. 

A school may not be accredited until it has been 
evaluated and recommended for accreditation by an ad
visory committee of qualified personnel, including 
persons from outside the department. 
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§45l6. Rules 

1. Adoption of rules. Accreditation rules shall 
be adopted in accordance with the Maine Administra
tive Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375. 

2. Advisory committee. The commissioner, with 
the approval of the state board, shall appoint an ad
visory committee of professional and lay people to 
advise him in the adoption of accreditation stan
dards. 

SUBCHAPTER III 
GUIDANCE AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

§4520. Guidance and technical assistance by the de
partment 

The commissioner shall provide guidance and tech
nical assistance to school personnel, consistent with 
available resources, to aid them in meeting basic 
school approval requirements and established accredi
tation standards and to achieve general improvement 
in such areas as curriculum, school management, 
teaching and student assessment. This assistance may 
be given by departmental staff and by school approval 
specialists employed for limited periods. 

Sec. 21. 20-A MRSA §61S1, sub-§l, as enacted by 
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

1. Duty of superintendent. The superintendent 
under oath shall, on or before Ati~tist lst the date 
established by the commissioner, make an annual re
port to the commissioner tiRee~ eBth. The report 
shall contain a full and complete return or all edu
cational statistics required to be reported for the 
year ending June 30th. 

Sec. 22. 20-A MRSA §61S2, as enacted by PL 1981, 
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

§6l52. Rules 

The commissioner shall adopt rules to carry out 
this see~~eR subchapter which are consistent with 
federal and state requirements. 

Sec. 23. 20-A MRSA §6801, as enacted by PL 1981, 
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is repealed. 

Sec. 24. 20-A MRSA §680l-A is enacted to read: 
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The commissioner shall enforce the requirements 
of this Title as follows. 

1. Authority to withhold state subsidy. If, af
ter giving due notice and an opportunity for a hear
ing, the commissioner finds that a school administra
tive unit lS not in compliance with the reporting, 
program or other requirements of this Title, the com
missioner may withhold state subsidy from that unit. 
The withholding shall continue only as long as neces
sary to achieve compliance. 

2. Duty to withhold state subsidy. If a school 
administrative unit has failed to file any financial 
report, audit or contract required by this Title, the 
commissioner shall withhold state subsidy until these 
documents are received. 

3. Action by Attorney General. If compliance 
cannot be achieved by withholding subsidy payment, or 
if withholding would be an inappropriate remedy, or 
if a school or school unit which is not eligible for 
state subsidy is out of compliance with this Title, 
the commissioner may refer the matter to the Attorney 
General for action. 

4. other penalties. Nothing in this section may 
preclude the commissioner from e~ploying other penal
ties authorized in this Title or required by federal 
law. 

5. Complaint process. A complaint, that alleges 
that a school administrative unit is not in compli
ance with the requirements of this Title or of rules 
adopted by the department, shall be filed pursuant to 
the requirements for a petition under section 258. 

Sec. 25. Effective date. This Part is effective 
August I, 1985, except that the commissioner may 
grant up to an additional 2 years for compliance to 
those local school districts for which he finds a fi
nancial hardship. 

PART B 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §255, sub-§5, TIA, as enacted by 
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, are amended to read: 

A. Obtain information on school sys~effis ef sys
tem in this State and other states and other ----
countries and the condition and progress of pub-
lic seflee~ education throughout the worldi 
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Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §255, sub-§5, ~D, as amended 
by PL 1983, c. 806, §2, is further amended to read: 

D. Do all in the commissioner's power to awaken 
and sustain an interest in education among the 
people and to stimulate school officers, teachers 
and other educational personnel to well directed 
efforts in their work. 

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §25b, sub-§l, as amended by PL 
1983, c. 806, § 3, is fUrther" amended to read: 

1. Report to Governor and Legislature. The com
missioner aRR~a~~~7 shall ~e~e~~ prepare and deliver 
to the Governor and Legislature ~fte ~es~~~ ef ~fte 
eeffiffi~ss~eRe~ls ~R~~~~~es aRe ~Rves~~~a~~eRs aRe ~fte 
fae~s ee~a~Ree f~effi ~fte Seft6e~ ~e~~~Rs7 W~~ft an annu
al report on the status of public education in the 
State, including any suggestions and recommendations 
to improve public seftee~s education. 

The commissioner shall be invited by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives and the President of the 
Senate annually, in January, to appear before a joint 
session of the Legislature to address the Legislature 
on the status of public education in the State and 
such related matters as the commissioner desires to 
bring to the Legislature's attention. 

Sec. 4. Effective date. 
effect January 8, 1986. 

This Part shall take 

PART C 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §1001, sub-§6, as enacted by 
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

6. General courses of study. They shall ~dopt 
and direct the general ee~~se courses of ~Rs~~~e~~eR 
study in accordance with the requirements of this 
Title aRe a~~~eve a ~R~fe~ffi s~s~effi ef ~e~~eeeks. A 
~e~~eeek ~ft~S a~~~evee ffia~ Re~ ee eftaR~ee fe~ 3 ~ea~s 
~R~ess e~ ve~e ef ~fte seftee~ eea~e~ 

Sec. 
PL 1981, 

2. 20-A MRSA §1001, sub-§10, as enacted by 
c. 693, §§ 5 and 8, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §1001, sub-§10-A is enacted to 
read: 

10-A. Textbooks. They shall approve a uniform 
system of textbooks. A textbook thus approved may 
not be changed for 3 years unless by vote of the 
school board. 
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Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA c. 207, as amended by PL 1983, 
c. 806, §§46 and 47, is repealed. 

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA c. 207-A is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 207-A 

INSTRUCTION 

SUBCHAPTER I 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

§4701. English as language of instruction 

The language of instruction in elementary and 
secondary schools shall meet these requirements. 

1. Basic language. The basic language of in
struction in all schools shall be the English lan-
guage. 

2. Exceptions. A school may provide instruction 
in a language other than English in the following 
circumstances, subject to approval of the commission
er: 

A. Transitional instruction using bilingual 
techniques may be provided to students of limited 
proficiency in English; and 

B. Schools may also establish bilingual programs 
for the purpose of providing proficiency in both 
English and a 2nd language. 

§4702. Special education 

Elementary and secondary schools shall provide 
special education and related services in accordance 
with chapters 301 and 303. 

§4703. Instruction for gifted and talented students 
in accordance with chapter 311. 

Elementary and secondary schools may provide spe
cial instruction for gifted and talented students. 

§4704. Courses prescribed by the commissioner 

The commissioner shall prescribe by rule the ba
sic courses of study for the elementary and secondary 
schools, consistent with the requirements of this 
chapter, and may include minimum time requirements 
and performance standards. 
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§470S. Courses prescribed by local boards 

The school board of each school administrative 
unit may prescribe instructional requirements in ad
dition to minimum state requirements, subject to ap
proval by the commissioner. 

§4706. Instruction in American history and Maine 
studies 

The following subjects shall be required. 

1. American history. American history and civil 
government, including the Constitution of the United 
States, the Declaration of Independence, the impor
tance of voting and the privileges and responsibili
ties of citizenship, shall be taught in and required 
for graduation from all elementary and secondary 
schools, both public and private. 

2. Maine studies. A course in the history, in
cluding the Constitution of Maine, Maine geography 
and the natural, industrial and economic resources of 
Maine and Maine's cultural and ethnic heritage shall 
be taught in at least one grade from grade 6 to grade 
12, in all schools, both public and private. 

SUBCHAPTER II 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

§4711. Elementary course of study 

The basic course of study for the elementary 
schools shall provide for the instruction of all stu
dents in the English language, including reading, 
writing, spelling and grammar; library instruction; 
mathematics; science; music, art and drama; American 
history and government; social studies; Maine 
studies, including the history, geography, culture 
and natural and industrial resources of the State; 
health, hygiene and safety; physical education; and 
physiology and hygiene, with special reference to the 
effects of substance abuse, including alcohol, tobac
co and narcotics upon the human system. 

SUBCHAPTER III 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

§472l. General requirement 

A secondary school shall provide a course of 
study of at least 2 years in length, which shall meet 
the requirements of this chapter. 
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A secondary school shall provide at least one 
course of study leading to a high school diploma 
which shall meet the following standards. 

1. Minimum instructional requirements. A diplo
ma course of study shall include a minimum 4-year 
program of instruction which meets the curriculum re
quirements established by this chapter and any other 
instructional requirements established by the commis
sioner and the school board. 

2. Reguired sUbjects. Courses in the following 
subjects shall be provided in separate or integrated 
study programs to all students and required for a 
high school diploma: 

A. English--4 years; 

B. Social studies and history, including Ameri
can history and government--2 years; 

C. Mathematics--2 years; 

D. Sci~nce, including at least one year of labo
ratory study--2 years; and 

E. Fine arts, which may inc~ude art, music, 
forensics or drama--one year. 

3. Satisfactory completion. A diploma shall be 
awarded only to secondary school students who have 
satisfactorily completed all diploma requirements in 
accordance with the academic standards of the school 
administrative unit. Vocational students may, with 
the approval of the commissioner, satisfy the 
2nd-year math and science and the 3rd-year social 
studies requirements through separa~e or integrated 
study within the vocational school curriculumn. 

4. Exception. A secondary school student who 
has satisfactorily completed the freshman year in an 
accredited degree-granting institution of higher edu
cation may be eligible to receive a high school di
ploma from the school the student last attended, al
though the student may not meet the graduation re
guirements of this Title. 

5. Advanced study. Nothing in this chapter may 
prevent the award of a diploma to a student who has 
completed all diploma requirements in fewer than 4 
years of study. 
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§4723. Health and physical education 

The secondary course of study shall include in
struction in health, safety and physical education, 
as prescribed by the commissioner, and physiology and 
hygiene, with special reference to the effects of al
coholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the hu
man system. 

§4724. Computer instruction 

Instruction in the use and application of comput
er skills shall be available to secondary school stu
dents. Each school administrative unit shall develop, 
with the approval of the commissioner, standards for 
computer literacy, proficiency and performance levels 
which shall ~e required for graduation. 

§4725. Vocational instruction 

Each school administrative unit operating a sec
ondary school shall provide vocational instruction 
through a vocational center or region in accordance 
with chapter 313. 

§4726. Foreign languages 

Each school administrative unit operating a sec
ondary school shall offer at least one 2-year se
quence in a foreign language. Schools are encouraged 
to offer 2 or more foreign languages as part of the 
secondary course of study. 

§4727. Additional instruction 

Secondary schools may provide additional instruc-
tion in vocational and other subjects not included 
within the vocational courses of study operating pur-
suant to chapter 313. 

§4728. Driver education 

Secondary schools may offer driver education as 
part of the secondary courses of study in accordance 
with chapter 316. 

§4729. Alternative programs 

A school administrative unit may establish one or 
more programs to meet the needs of excused students, 
as identified in section 5002, and the needs of 
truants, dropouts and others, as identified in sec
tion 5104, as alternatives to the regular courses of 
study. 



PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 
4321 

CHAP. 859 

1. Coordination. These programs shall operate 
as part of the elementary or secondary school pro
gram. 

2. Alternative schedules. Alternative programs 
may allow, for students of eligible age, to attend 
school part-time. Alternative programs may be sched
uled apart from the regular school day. 

Sec. 6. 
PL 1981, c. 

20-A MRSA §5204, sub-§6, as enacted 
693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 

by 

6. Insufficient courses; time limitations. If 
the secondary school does not offer ~ B~~~evee eee~
~B~~eRB~ ee~~ses ef s~~eY7 B ~ yeB~ ee~~se ~R ffiB~fie
ffiB~~es e~ se~eRee e~ 2 approved foreign language 
courses, then its students may attend another second
ary school approved for tuition purposes to take the 
ffi~SS~R~ language courses ef s~~ey provided that: 

A. The receiving school accepts tuition stu
dents; 

B. The students meet the qualifications for at
tending their own secondary school; and 

C. The students have notified their own school 
administrative unit by April 1st, before the 
start of each BeBeeffi~e school year, that they 
wish to take the ee~~se foreign language not be
ing offered by their school administrative unit. 
Their school administrative unit shall notify 
them on or before July 15th of that year wfie~fie~ 

when the language course will be offered in the 
next BeBeeffi~e school year. 

Sec. 7. Effective date. This Part shall take 
effect August I, 1988, except that the commissioner 
may grant up to 2 additional years for compliance to 
those local school districts for which the commis
sioner finds: 

1. A financial hardship such that the local cost 
of compliance would result in a significant in
crease in local funding, and additional state 
funding to assure compliance is not available; 
and 

2. The local school district has made substan
tial progress toward compliance and has adopted a 
plan which assures compliance within the exten
sion period. 
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Sec. 1. 5 
by PL 1983, c. 

PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 

PART D 

MRSA §12004, sub-§10, ~A, as enacted 
812, §39, is amended to read: 

A. This classification includes the following: 

FIELD 

(1) Agriculture 

(2) Civil Emer-
gency 

(3) Community 
Services 

(4) Corrections 

(5) Education 

(6) Education 

(7) Education 

(8) Education 

(9) Education 

(10) Education 

( 11) Educat ion 

(12) Education 

NAME OF 
ORGANIZATION 

RATE OF STATUTORY 
CONPE~SATION REFERENCE 

Eastern States Not Autho- 7 MRSA §403 
Exposition Ad- rized 
visory Board 

Citizens 
, 

Civil Expenses 37-A MRSA §56-A 
Emergency Com- only 
mission 

Community Ser- Expenses 5 ~lRSA §3517 
vices Advisory only 
Board 

tlaine Correc- S25/day 34-A HRSA §1204 
tional Advisory 
Commission 

Advisory Com- Not Autho- 20-A MRSA §11807 
mittee on Medi- rized 
cal Education 

Archives Advis
ory Board 

Committee for 
the Training of 
Firemen 

Indian Scholar-
ship Committee 

Maine Education 
Council 

Educational 
Leave Advisory 
Board 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Not Autho-
rized 

Not Autho-
rized 

Not Autho-
rized 

Maine Historic Expenses 
Preservation only 
Commission 

Maine Library 
Commission 

Expenses 
only 

5 MRSA §96 

20-A MRSA §9002 

20-A MRSA §12403 

20-A MRSA § 651 

5 MRSA §723 

27 MRS A §501 

27 MRSA §111 
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(13 ) Education 

(14) Education 

(14A) Education 

(15 ) Energy 

(16) Energy 

(17) Environment 

(18) 

(19 ) 

Environment: 
Natural Re
sources 

Finance 

(20) Finance 

(21) Finance 

(22) Finance 

(23) Housing 

Post-secondary 
Education Com
mission of 
Maine 

Maine State 
Commission on 
the Arts and 
the Humanities 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Advisory Com- S25/day 
mittee on Stu-
dent Assessment 

Advisory Coun
cil on Energy 
Efficiency 
Building 
formance 

Per
Stan-

dards 

Expenses 
only 

20-A MRS A §10304 

27 t-IRSA §401 

20-A MRSA § 6203 

10 ~IRSA §1414 

State Energy Not Autho- 5 MRSA §500? 
Resources Ad- rized 
visory Board 

Low-level Waste Expenses 
Siting Commis- only 
sion 

Ground Water 
Protection Com
mission 

Advisory Coun
cil on Deferred 
Compensation 
Plans 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Natural Re- $25/day 
source Financ
ing and ~larket
ing Board 

38 MRSA §1476 

P&SL 1979, c. 43 

5 MRSA §884 

10 MRSA §985 

Standardization S25/day; 5 MRSA §1814 
Committee Public Mem

ber 

Maine Veterans' 
Sma 11 Bus ines s 
Loan Board 

Advisory Board 
to the Maine 

'State Housing 
Authority 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

10 MRSA § 1100-A 

30 NRSA §4602 
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(24) Housing 

(25) Housing 

(26) Housing 

PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 

Passamaquoddy ~ot Autho- 22 MRSA §4733 
Indian Housing rized 
Authority - In-
dian Township 

Passamaquoddy Not Autho- 22 MRSA §4733 
Indian Housing rized 
Authority 
Pleasant Point 

Penobscot Trib- Not' Autho- 22 MRSA §4733 
al Reservation rized 
Housing Author-
ity 

(27) Human 
vices 

Ser- Maine Aid to Not Autho- 22 MRSA §3773 
Families With rized 
Dependent Chil-
dren Coordinat-
ing Committee 

(28) Human 
vices 

Ser- Advisory Coun- Not Autho- 22 MRSA §3774 
cil to Maine rized 

(29) 

(30) 

(31 ) 

(32) 

Human Ser
vices: Health 
Facilities 

Human 
vices 

Ser,-

Aid to Families 
With Dependent 
Children Coor-
dinating Com-
mittee 

Certificate of 
Need Advisory 
Committee 

~jaine Counc i 1 
on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Pre
vention and 
Treatment 

Human 
vices 

Ser- Maine Dental 

Human Ser
vices: Public 
Health 

Health Council 

Environmental 
Health Advisory 
Committee 

$25/day 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

22 MRSA §307 

22 MRSA §7107 

22 ~lRSA §2096 

22 MRSA §1693 

(33) Human Ser- Hospital Advis- Not Autho- 22 MRSA §396-P 

(34) 

vices: Hospi- ory 
tals 

Committee rized 

Human Ser
vices: Health 
Finance 

Payor Advisory 
Committee 

:-.iot Autho
rized 

22 ~lRSA §396-P 
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(35) Human 
vices 

Ser- Professional Not Autho- 22 MRSA §396-P 

(36) Human Ser
vices: Public 
Health 

(37) Judiciary 

(38) Judiciary: 
Criminal law 

(39) Judiciary: 
Law 

(40) Labor 

Advisory 
mittee 

Com- rized 

Radiological 
Emergency 
Preparedness 
Committee 

Expenses 
only 

Judicial Coun- Expenses 
cil only 

Criminal Law 
Advisory Com
mission 

Expenses 
only 

Probate Law Re- Expenses 
vision Commis- only 
sion 

State Advisory $25/day 
Council 

37-B MRSA §954 

4 MRSA §451 

17 -A MRSA §1351 

P&SL 1975, 
c. 14, §1 

26 MRSA §1082 

(41) Labor Displaced Not Autho- 26 MRSA §1604 
Homemakers Ad- rized 
visory Council 

(42) Local and County Records Not Autho- 30 MRSA §347 
County Gov- Board rized 
ernment 

(43) Local and Municipal Not Autho- 30 ~lRSA §2214 
County Gov- Records Board rized 
ernment 

(44) Local and Regional Coun
County Gov- cil of Govern-

Paid by 
member gov
ernments 

30 MRSA §1981 

ernment 

(45) Marine 
sources: 
dustry 

(46) Marine 
sources-

(47) Marine 
sources 

ments 

Re- Lobster Advis- Expenses 12 ~lRSA §6462 
In- ory Council only 

(a) Total expenses for the 
council shall not exceed 
$2,000 per year 

Re- Atlantic Sea Expenses 
Run Salmon Com- only 
mission 

Re- Maine Marine Expenses 
Resources Com- only 
mission 

12 MRSA §6251 

Senate Paper 64, 
1973 
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(48) Mental Health Board of Visi- Not Autho
and Retarda- tors (for each rized 
tion State institu

tion under the 
department) 

(49) Mental Health Maine Committee Expenses 
and Retarda- on the Problems only 
tion of the Mentally 

Retarded 

(50) Mental Health Mental Health Not Autho-
and Retarda- Advisory Coun- rized 
tion cil 

(51) Mental Health State Planning Expenses 

(52) 

(53) 

(54) 

and Retarda- and Advisory only 
tion Council on De

velopmental 
Disabilities 

Natural Re
sources: For
ests 

Natural Re
sources: For
ests 

Natural Re
sources: Pro
tection and 
Promotion 

Forest Fire Ad- Expenses 
visory Council only 

Forest Land Expenses 
Valuation Ad- only 
visory Council 

Keep Maine Sce- Expenses 
nic Committee only 

(55) Natural Re- Maine Trails Not Autho-
sources: System Advisory rized 
Recreation Committee 

(56) Natural Re- White Water Ad- $25/day 
sources: 
Recre-ation 

visory Commit
tee 

(57) Natural Re- White Water $25/day 
sources: Safety Commit-
Recreation tee 

(58) Occupations:
Auctioneers 

(59) Occupations: 
Ambulance 
Services 

Auctioneers Ad- Expenses 
visory Board only 

Emergency Medi- $20/day 
cal Services' 
Advisory Board 

34-B MRSA §1403 

34-B MRSA §12l0 

34-B MRSA §1209 

34-B MRSA §1211 

12 MRSA §9621 

36 MRSA §584 

12 MRSA §633 

12 MRSA §602 

12 MRSA §7369-A 

l2MRSA §7367 

32 MRSA §271 

32 MRSA §88 
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(60) Occupations: Computer Ser- $25/day 
vices Advisory Computers 

( 61) Occupations: 
Insurance 

Board 

General 
Agent 
tion 
Board 

Lines Expenses 
Examina- only 
Advisory 

(62) Occupations: Life Agent Ex- Expenses 
amination Ad- only 
visory Board 

Insurance 

(63) Occupations: 
Real Estate 

(64) Occupations: 
Medicine 

Continuing Edu- Not Autho
cation Commit- rized 
tee 

Professional Not Autho-
Malpractice Ad- rized 
visory Panel 

(65) State Govern- Capitol Plan- Expenses 
ment ning Commission only 

(66) State Govern- State Compensa- Expenses 
ment tion Commission only 

(67) State Govern- State Govern- Expenses 

(68) 

(69) 

(70) 

(71) 

(72) 

ment ment Internship only 
Program Advis-

State 
ning 

Plan-

Transporta
tion: Motor 
Vehicles 

Transporta
tion: Ferry 
Service 

Transporta
tion: Highway 

Transporta
tion: Motor 
Vehicles 

ory Committee 

Maine 
Areas 
Board 

Maine 
tical 
Board 

Maine 
Ferry 
Board 

Maine 
Safety 
tee 

Critical Expenses 
Advisory only 

Aeronau- Not Autho
Advisory rized 

State Not Autho
Advisory rized 

Highway Not Autho
Commit- rized 

Advisory and Expenses 
Reviel" Board on only 
Driver Licens-
ing and Vehicle 
Registration 
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5 MRSA §1855 

24-A MRSA §1525 

24-A MRSA §1525 

32 ~lRSA §4115-B 

24 MRSA §2802 

5~lRSA §298 

3 ~lRSA §2-A 

5 ~lRSA §293 

5 :lRSA §3313 

6 MRSA §302 

23 MRSA §4301 

25 MRSA §2902 

29 MRS A §2246 
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(73) Transporta
tion: Motor 
Vehicles 

(74) Transporta
tion: Public 
Transportation 

(75) Tourism 

(76) Tourism 

(77) Telecommuni
cations 

(78) Telecommuni
cations 

Medical Advis- Not Autho-
ory Board (Li- rized 
censing of 
Drivers) 

Public Trans- Not Autho-
portation Ad- rized 
visory Commit-
tee 

Travel Informa- $2S/day 
tion Advisory 
Council 

Maine Vacation Expenses 
- Travel Com- only 
mission 

Advisory Com- Not Autho
mittee on State rized 
Telecommuni-
cations 

Advisory Com- Expenses 
mittee on Maine only 
Public Broad-
casting 

29 MRSA §S47 

23 MRSA §4209 

23MRSA §1904 

SMRSA §700S 

5 MRSA §350 

20-A MRSA §801 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §259, as enacted by PL 1981,c. 
693, §§5 and 8, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. 20-A MRS A c. 222 is enacted to read~ 

CHAPTER 222 

STATE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

§6201. Legislative intent 

The Legislature concurs with the recommendation 
of the 1984 report of the Commission on the Status of 
Education in Maine that a state-wide educational as
sessment program be implemented. 

There is a need for assessment information at 
both the state and local level to identify the need 
for educational changes. 

The development of a state-wide assessment pro
gram necessitates an immediate effort to develop 
tests to allow testing to begin during the 1985-86 
school year. The program shall have the following 
objectives: 
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1. state-wide assessment. To provide informa
tion on the academic achievement and progress of 
Maine students; 

2. State goals. To establish a process for a 
continuing evaluation of state educational goals and 
to aid in the development of educational policies, 
standards and programs; 

3. Local programs. To provide school officials 
with information to assess the quality, effectiveness 
and appropriateness of educational materials, methods 
and curriculum needs, including remediation and en
richment in their schoolsj 

4. Individual students. To provide school 
staffs with information about the individual students 
which may be used, with other information, to meet 
individual and educational needs of the student. The 
assessment program shall not be the only criteria for 
judging student performancej 

5. Trends. To identify year-to-year trends in 
student achievementj and 

6. Parents. To provide parents with information 
about the achievements of their children on the as
sessment program. 

§6202. Assessment program established; content 

The commissioner shall establish a statewide as
sessment program to measure and evaluate on a contin
uing basis the academic achievements of students at 
grades 4, 8 and 11 in the public elementary.and sec
ondary schools and in all schools approved for tui
tion purposes. The assessment program shall be adapt
ed to meet the needs of exceptional students as de
fined in section 7001, subsection 2 or other students 
as defined under rules by the commissioner. The pro
gram shall include the following components. 

1. Assessment in basic subjects. The program 
shall provide an annual assessment of student per
formance in the curriculum areas of reading, writing 
and mathematics. 

2. Additional SUbjects. The assessment program 
may be extended, consistent with available resources, 
to include assessments in science and social studies 
on a sampling basis in alternate years. 

§6203. Implementation 



4330 
CHAP. 859 PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 

To implement this program, the commissioner shall 
take the following action: 

1. Staff. To appoint departmental staff to im
plement the assessment program, including test devel
opment and administration, analysis and interpreta
tion of test results, and the provision of technical 
assistance to local schools on utilization of test 
information for curriculum development; 

2. Contracts. To enter into such contracts as 
may be necessary to carry out the development and im
plementation of the assessment program; 

3. Rules. To adopt rules to implement the pro
gram; and 

4. Advisory Committee on Student Assessment. To 
select a committee, including teachers, curriculum 
supervisors and content specialists from higher edu
cation, in the areas of reading, writing, mathemat
ics, science and social studies to develop the in
structional objectives to be assessed; review and se
lect questions to be included on the tests; and to 
interpret the assessment results, with specific rec
ommendations to the commissioner on needed improve
ments. 

§6204. Reports 

1. State profile report. The commissioner shall 
annually report the results of the state assessment 
program with regard to the general performance pro-
file of the students of the state's elementary and 
secondary schools. 

2. School profile reports. The commissioner 
shall also provide each participating school with a 
profile of student achievement based upon data from 
the assessment program. 

3. Teacher evaluation. The student assessment 
program is separate from local practices and proce
dures regarding supervision and evaluation of a 
teacher for retention by a school administrative 
unit. 

§620S. Assessment data 

The department shall provide each school with as
sessment data on individual students. Such assess
ment data shall become part of the student's educa
tional record and shall be made available to the par
ents of each student or student of majority age in 
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accordance with local school policies. It shall be 
held confidential from unauthorized persons in ac
cordance with the confidentiality provisions of this 
Title and federal law. 

§6206. Educational costs 

Costs relating to the development of the state 
assessment program, printing, distribution, analysis 
and dissemination of results for each school adminis
trative unit shall be paid by the department. 

§6207. Optional participation 

Private schools approved for attendance purposes 
may participate in the assessment program, with the 
approval of the commissioner and upon payment of a 
fee established by the commissioner. The fee shall 
reflect the actual cost of the assessment. 

Sec. 4. Effective date. This Part shall take 
effect 90 days after adjournment of the Legislature, 
and the state assessment of student performance shall 
be first administered in the school year 1985-86 and 
shall continue in each succeeding school year. 

PART E 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA c. 612 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 612 

INNOVATIVE EDUCATIONAL GRANTS 

§17101. Intent 

The intent of this chapter is to promote creative 
improvement in the schools of the State. The Commis
sioner of Educational and Cultural Services shall 
promote innovative projects by means of grants to 
teachers, school administrative units or private 
schools approved for tuition purposes. It is not the 
intent of this chapter to provide funds for programs 
or services normally provided by those school sys
tems. Project dissemination will be accomplished 
through the department through instructional support 
group staff. The use of state, regional and national 
diffusion networks will be encouraged. 

§17102. Classroom-based projects 

1. Objectives. Innovative educational grants 
may be awarded to promote classroom-based projects 
initiated by a teacher or group of teachers. These 
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projects may include, but are not limited to, the 
following objectives: 

A. To provide training programs for teachers and 
administrators to promote effective teaching and 
management techniques; 

B. To develop learning environments that encour
age improved student achievement; 

C. To develop new curricula to teach difficult 
concepts or new skills, encourage student inter
action and cooperation or improve motivation to 
learn; 

D. To develop programs to promote closer 
school-community relationships and learning op
portunities at home and within the community; and 

E. To provide opportunities to complement exist
ing school programs which may include, but are 
not limited to, the following: Reading, writing, 
oral expression, mathematics and computer litera-
~ 

2. Competitive awards. Grants shall be awarded 
on a competitive basis to teams of teachers working 
in several schools, to teams of teachers working co
operativelY within a school and to individual teach
ers. 

A. The first-year grants shall be up to $2,000 
for individual teacher projects and up to $5,000 
for 2 or more teachers who develop collaborative 
projects. 

B. Second year costs shall not exceed the amount 
of the grant for the first year. Total funds for 
2nd year proposals shall not exceed 25% of the 
total funds available for the grant program. 

C. Additional state funding may be made availa
ble for dissemination of results of projects 
identified by the commissioner as having excep
tional merit. 

§17103. School-based innovative projects 

1. Objectives. Innovative project matching 
grants may be awarded to a single school, ~roup of 
schools or groups of school administrative units for 
projects which promote improvement on a school-wide 
basis. These grants will be on the same matching ba-
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sis as set forth in section 4254. These projects may 
include, but are not limited to, one or more of' the 
following objectives: 

A. To develop programs to reduce the number of 
student dropouts; 

B. To initiate creative approaches to improve 
average daily attendance in the schools; 

C. To prepare curriculum guidelines and strate
gies to improve teaching, raise student 
expectations and increase the commitment to aca
demic excellence; 

D. To develop strategies for the effective use 
of school volunteers; 

E. To promote improved guidance and counseling 
services, particularly within elementary schools; 

F. To implement methods to increase the amount 
of time students devote to their academic sub
j ects; 

G. To develop programs to raise academic stan
dards and to provide services for students with 
special learning needs; 

H. To develop new and improved programs in the 
basic academic areas; 

I. To identify and provide in-service education
al programs to improve the basic course of study 
in the school or schools; 

J. To provide management and leadership programs 
for principals, superintendents and other super
visory personnel; 

K. To develop a teachers' academy; and 

L. To develop foreign language programs in ele
mentary schools. 

2. Competitive awards. Matching grants shall be 
awarded on a competitive basis to schools working 
collaboratively and to single schools. Priority 
shall be given to proposals that the commissioner be
lieves are most likely to make a lasting contribution 
to Maine education, that are reasonably 
cost-effective and that can be replicated elsewhere. 
Additional priority areas shall be identified by the 
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commissioner, using information from basic school ap
proval, accreditation and statewide student assess
ment programs. In exceptional circumstances, the 
commissioner may waive the local-state matching fund 
requirement. 

A. Single schools may be awarded matching grants 
up to $10,000. 

B. Groups of schools may be awarded matching 
grants up to $20,000. 

C. Second-year awards may not exceed the amount 
of the award obtained the first year. The total 
amount of funds for 2nd-year awards may not ex
ceed 33% of the total funds available for 
school-based innovative projects. 

D. Awards in subsequent years may be made for 
projects identified by the commissioner as having 
exceptional merit. 

§17104. Grant procedures 

Application for grants, review of proposals and 
final awards shall meet the requirements of a grant 
review process established by the commissioner, in 
accordance with departmental rules on grant awards. 

Sec. 2. Effective date. This Part shall take ef
fect 90 days after adjournment of the Legislature. 

Sec. 3. Appropriation. The following funds are 
appropriated from the General Fund to carry out the 
purposes of this Part. 

EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL SERVICES, 
DEPARTMENT OF 

Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

Provides funds and 
the authority to hire 
a Foreign Language 
Educational Special
ist and a half-time 
clercia1 assistant. 

Total 

1984-85 

$35,500 
8,000 
1,000 

$44,500 
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PART F 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA c. 428 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 428 

BLAINE HOUSE SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

§12501. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context oth
erwise indicates, the following terms have the fol
lowing meanings. 

1. Academic achievement. IIAcademic achievement II 
means graduation in the top 1/2 of the class. 

2. Duly enrolled. IIDuly enrolled ll means the 
time at which an eligible individual has attended the 
first class meeting. 

3. Eligible individual s. IIEligible indi vidu-
als ll means students who meet eligibility requirements 
as determined in sections 12505 and 12507. 

4. Institution of higher education. II Insti tu
tion of higher educationll means an institution of 
higher education located within this State, another 
state or a foreign country. 

5. Preservice. tfpreservice ll means preparation 
to become a teacher, either through completion of a 
4-year teacher training program or through a liberal 
arts program, and teaching pedagogy leading to certi
fication in the subject area or areas to be taught. 

6. Return service. "Return service 11 means 
teacher service in public elementary and secondary 
schools in Maine or a Maine private school approved 
for tuition purposes for a full school year. 

7. Underserved subject areas. IIUnderserved sub
ject areas II means those subjects or programs, re
quired or authorized to be taught in the public 
schools for which there is an insufficient supply of 
teachers, as may be determined by the commissioner, 
including but not limited to, special education, com
puter studies, science and math. 

§12502. Blaine House Scholars and Financial Assist-
ance Program 

There is established the Blaine House Scholars 
and Financial Assistance Program to recognize Maine 
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high school graduates who attain high academic 
achievement, and to provide financial assistance for 
post-secondary education of high school students and 
advanced degree or continued study by teachers. The 
program shall recognize outstanding high school stu
dents as described in section 12503 and disburse in
terest free loans as described in section 12504. The 
program shall be administered by the commissioner. 

§12503. Blaine House scholars 

Each year graduating high school seniors who show 
evidence of academic achievement shall be considered 
for recognition as Blaine House scholars. Nomina
tions and applications shall be submitted to the com
missioner at a time and in a format to be determined 
by rule of the commissioner. 

The Governor, after consultation with the commis
sioner, shall announce the names of those individuals 
who are recognized as Blaine House scholars. 

§12504. Allocation of funds 

Funds available under this chapter shall be allo
cated as follows: Fifty percent for Blaine House 
scholars entering preservice; 25% teachers engaged in 
graduate continuing education and 25% to'Blaine House 
scholars not ent~ring preservice. 

Loans of up to $1,500 per academic year or $6,000 
total may be made to eligible individuals. Loans 
shall be for one academic year and shall be automati
cally renewed if the recipient maintains a grade 
point average of 2.5 based on a 4.0 grade point sys
tem. 

§12505. Eligibility requirements 

1. Eligibility for post-secondary education 
loans. Post-secondary education loans shall be given 
only to a high school graduate who is a resident of 
the State, who has been recognized as a Blaine House 
scholar and who has met other eligibility criteria 
established by rule of the commissioner. Preference 
shall be given to students enrolled in a program 
which has been determined to be an underserved sub
ject area. 

2. Eligibility for graduate study or continuing 
education loans. Graduate study or continuing educa
tion loans shall be given only to a teacher in a 
Maine school. Preference shall be given to teachers 
of subjects which have been determined to be 
underserved. 
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§12S06, Payment provisions 

Payment of lQans shall be made directly to the 
institution for credit to the student's account and 
be made within 60 days following evidence that the 
student has become duly enrolled at the 
post-secondary institution. 

If a recipient of a loan withdraws from, an insti
tution and if the student is entitled to a refund of 
tuition, fees or other charges, the institution shall 
pay directly to the State from that refund a sum 
which represents the portion of the loan paid to the 
student for the portion of the academic year that the 
student did not complete. 

§12507. Repayment and return service provisions 
loans for general post-secondary education 
and preservice teacher preparation 

Each recipient of a loan may cancel the total 
amount of the loan by completing 4 years of return 
service in the public schools or private schools ap
proved for tuition purposes in the State. The repay
ment period shall be 2 years if return service is 
performed in underserved subject areas or in geo
graphically isolated areas as determined bv the com~ 
missioner. Return service may also cancel the loan 
on a proportional basis, reducing the total amount of 
the debt by 25% for each year of return service. Re
turn service for this purpose shall be performed 
within 5 years of graduation from the institution of 
higher education. Failure to fulfill the return ser
vice option will necessitate repayment to the State 
as follows. 

1. Debt calculation. The debt shall include to
tal amount of the loan less the amount, if any, which 
has been cancelled by return service. 

2. Time for repayment. The total debt shall be 
repaid to the State within 5 years of graduation from 
the institution of higher education according to a 
schedule established by the commissioner. Due dates 
for repayments shall be set by the commissioner. 

§12508. Repayment and return service provisions -
loans for teachers 

Each recipient of a loan designated for teachers 
pursuing an advanced degree or continued study may 
cancel the total amount of the loan by completing 2 
years of return service in the public schools or pri-
vate schools approved for tuition purposes in the 
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state. The repayment period shall be one year if re
turn service is performed in underserved subject ar
eas or in geographically isolated areas as determined 
by the commissioner. Return service may also cancel 
the loan on a proportional basis, reducing the total 
amount of the debt by 50% for each year of return 
service. Return service for this purpose shall be 
performed within 3 years of graduation from the in
stitution of higher education or completion of the 
course or courses for which the funds were given. 
Failure to fulfill the return service option will ne
cessitate repayment to the State as follows. 

1. Debt calculation. The debt shall include to
tal amount of the loan less the amount, if any, which 
has been canceled by return service. 

2. Time for repayment. The total debt shall be 
repaid to the state within 3 years of graduation from 
the institution of higher education or courses for 
which the funds were given according to a schedule 
established by the commissioner. Due dates for re
payments shall be set by the commissioner. 

§12509. Nonlapsing revolving fund 

A nonlapsing, interest earning, revolving fund, 
known as the Blaine House Scholars Funo, is created 
to implement the purposes of this chapter. Any unex
pended balance of funds may be carried over for con
tinued use in the program and funds returned through 
loan repayments shall be invested by the Treasurer of 
State, as provided by law, with the earned income to 
be added to the fund. The revolving fund may re
ceive, invest and expend moneys from gifts, grants, 
bequests and donations in addition to moneys appro
priated by the State. 

§125l0. Rules 

Rules to implement this chapter shall be adopted 
by the commissioner. 

Sec. 2. Effective date. This Part shall take ef
fect 90 days after adjournment of the Legislature. 

Sec. l. 
pealed. 

Sec. 2. 

PART G 

20-A MRSA c. 605, as amended, is re-

20-A MRSA c. 606 is enacted to read: 
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This chapter may be cited as the "School Finance 
Act of 1985." 

§15602. Intent 

I. Contributions from General Fund. It is the 
intent of the Legislature to provide at least 55% of 
the cost of the total allocation from General Fund 
revenue sources or a percentage no less than that 
provided in the year prior to the year of allocation, 
whichever is greater. 

2. Amount of actual operating and program 
costs. It is the intent of the Legislature that the 
actual operating and program costs, as annually es
tablished by the Legislature, shall be an amount suf
ficient to meet the level of the costs in the year 
prior to the year of allocation. 

§15603. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context oth
erwise indicates, the following terms have the fol
lowing meanings. 

1. Actual education costs. "Actual education 
costs" means the state and local expenditures during 
the base year for the programs and adjustments speci
fied in sections 15604 and 15612. 

2. Actual local operating costs. "Actual local 
opr;=rating costs" include all costs except the follow
ing: 

A. Program costs for special education costs in 
subsection 22, vocational education costs in sub
section 30, transportation operating costs in 
subsection 29 and bus purchase costs in subsec
tion 7; 

B. Debt service costs; 

C. Community service costs; 

D. Major capital costs; and 

E.· Expenditures from all federal revenue 
sources, except for amounts received under United 
States Public Law 81-874. 
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3. Actual local operating costs ad-
justed. "Actual local operating costs adjusted" 
means actual operating costs in subsection 2 adjusted 
to meet the level of the costs in the year prior to 
the year of allocation. 

4. Actual local program costs. "Actual local 
program costs" include all costs for the following: 

A. Special education costs in subsection 22; 

B. Vocational education costs in subsection 30; 

C. Transportation operating costs in subsection 
29; 

D. Bus purchase costs in subsection 7; and 

E. Early childhood educational program costs in 
subsection 10. 

5. Actual local program costs adjusted. "Actual 
local program costs adjusted" means actual program 
costs in subsection 4, adjusted to meet the level of 
the costs in the year prior to the year of alloca-
tion. 

6. Base year. "Base year" means the 2nd year 
prior to the year of allocation of funds. 

7. Bus purchase costs. "Bus purchase costs" in-
cludes: 

A. Expenditures for bus purchases approved by 
the commissioner and made during the year prior 
to the year of allocation. 

8. Debt service costs. "Debt service costs," 
for subsidy purposes, includes: 

A. Principal and interest costs for approved ma
jor capital projects in the year of allocation; 

B. Lease costs for school buildings when the 
leases have been approved by the commissioner for 
the year prior to the year of allocation; 

C. The portion of the tuition costs applicable 
to the insured value factor computed under Title 
20-A, section 5806, for the base year; and 

D. Funds allocated by the state board to admin
istrative units to cover the costs of new school 
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construction projects funded in the current fis
cal year. 

9. Debt service millage limit. "Debt service 
millage limit" means the equivalent of a mill rate 
which, if applied to the state valuation of an admin
istrative unit, limits the local share of debt ser
vice required under section 15611, subsection 1, par
agraph A. 

10. Early childhood educational programs. "Early 
childhood educational programs II means the excess cost 
of approved plans implemented under chapter 203, sub
chapter II. 

11. Elementary grades. "Elementary·grades" in
cludes a chi~ldhood educational program, as defined by 
section 5201, through grade 8. 

12. Foundation allocation. "Foundation alloca
tion" means the total of actual local operating costs 
and actual local program costs adjusted to the equiv
alent of the year prior to the year of allocation. 

13. Foundation per pupil operating 
rate. "Foundation per pupil operating rate" means 
the rate established by the Legislature in section 
15607, subsection 1. 

14. Institutional resident. II Insti tutional res
ident" means a person between the ages of 5 years and 
20 years who is attending a public school of the 
school administrative unit and who is committed or 
otherwise legally admitted to, and residing at, a 
state-operated institution. It does not include stu
dents attending private facilities, regardless of the 
means of placement. 

15. Local share of the 
tion. "Local share of the 
means a school administrative 
foundation allocation. 

foundation alloca-
foundation allocation" 
unit's share of th~ 

16. Local share percentage. "Local share per
centage" means the rate computed by dividing the lo
cal share of the operating cost allocation by the 
maximum operating cost allocation, expressed as a 
percentage under section 15609, subsection I, para
graph A. 

17. Major capital costs. "Major capital costs" 
means costs relating to school construction projects, 
as defined in section 15901. 
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1 · . t 1 t "M' . t 1 t" 8. Mlnor capl a cos s. lnor capl a cos s 
means costs relating to maintenance of plant and mi
nor remodeling and site development not in conjunc
tion with a construction project. 

A. Minor capital costs shall not include con-
struction of new buildings or the purchase of 
land. 

B. Expenditures to repay funds borrowed for 
maintenance of plant and minor remodeling shall 
be considered minor capital costs in the year in 
which these funds are repaid. 

19. Municipality. "Municipality" includes 
cities, towns and organized plantations. 

20. Program millage limit. "Program millage 
limi til means the equivalent of a mill rate which, if 
applied to the state valuation of an administrative 
unit, shall limit the local share of the program al
location required under section 15609, subsection I, 
paragraph B. 

21. Secondary grades. "Secondary grades ll means 
grades 9 to 12. 

22. Special education costs. IISpecial education 
costs" for subsidy purposes includes: 

A. The salary and benefit costs of certified 
professionals, assistants and aides or persons 
contracted to perform a special education ser
vice; 

B. The costs of tuition and board to other 
schools for programs which have been approved by 
the commissioner. Medical costs shall not be al
lowable as part of a tuition charge; and 

C. The cost of programs for gifted and talented 
students which have been approved by the commis
sioner. 

23. State-operated institution. IlState-operated 
insti tution ll means any residential facili ty or insti
tution which is operated by the Department of Mental 
Health and Mental Retardation. 

24. State share of the foundation alloca
tion. II State share of the foundation allocation II 
means the statels share of the foundation allocation. 
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25. state share percentage. "state share per
centage" means the rate computed by dividing the 
state share of the operating costs allocation by the 
maximum operating cost allocation, expressed as a 
percentage, under section 15609, subsection 1, para
graph A. 

26. state subsidy. "state subsidy" means the 
total of the state share of the foundation alloca
tion, the state share of the debt service allocation, 
if any, and the state share of the bus purchase allo
cation, if any. 

27. Subsidy indices. "Subsidy indices" means 
the equivalent of mill rates which, if applied to the 
state valuation of all municipalities, would raise 
not more than 45% of the total allocation and would 
establish the operating cost millage, the program 
millage limit and the debt service millage limit. 

These indices may not be levied, but shall be used 
for the purpose of computing allocations. 

28. Total allocation. "Total allocation" means 
the total of the foundation allocation and the debt 
service allocation. 

29. Transportation operating costs. "Transpor
tation operating costs," for subsidy purposes, means 
all costs incurred in the transportation of pupils in 
kindergarten to grade 12, excluding the costs of bus 
purchases. 

30. Vocational education costs. "Vocational ed
ucation costs" for subsidy purposes means all costs 
incurred by the vocational regions, centers or 
satellites in providing approved secondary school vo~ 
cational education programs, excluding transporta
tion, capital costs and debt service. 

31. Year. "Year" means a fiscal year starting 
July 1st and ending June 30th of the succeeding year. 

§15604. Notification of actual educational costs; 
other information; mandatory reports; audit 
adjustments 

1. Notification; items. Prior to December 1st 
of each year, the commissioner shall notify the Leg
islature and the Bureau of the Budget of actual edu
cation costs. This notification includes the follow
ing items: 
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A. Operating costs; 

B. Special education costs for programs operated 
by school administrative units; 

C. Special education tuition and board, exclud-
ing medical costs, defined as follows: 

(1) Tuition and board for pupils placed by 
school administrative units; 

(2) Tuition and board for pupils placed di
rectly by the State in accordance with rules 
adopted or amended by the commissioner; 

(3) Special education tuition and other tu
ition for institutional residents of 
state-operated institutions attending pro
grams in school administrative units in ac
cordance with rules adopted or amended by 
the commissioner; and 

(4) Adjustments under section 15612, sub-
section 6; 

D. Vocational education costs; 

E. Transportation operating costs; 

F. Bus purchase costs; 

G. Debt service costs; 

H. Cost of reimbursement for private school ser
vices; 

I. Cost of state expenditures for teachers' re
tirement benefits; and 

J. Early childhood educational programs. 

2. Additional information. The commissioner 
shall provide additional information requested by the 
Legislature. 

3. Regulred reports; subsidy payments with
held. A school administrative unit shall provide the 
commissioner with information which the commissioner 
reguests to carry out the purposes of this chapter, 
according to time schedules which the commissioner 
shall establish. 

The commissioner may withhold monthly subsidy pay
ments from a school administrative unit when informa-
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tion is not filed in specified format and content and 
within specified time schedules. 

4. Audit adjustments. The commissioner may cor
rect errors revealed by audit. 

§15605. Commissioner's recommendation for funding 
levels; computations; guidelines 

1. Annual certification. Prior to December 15th 
of each year, the commissioner, with the approval of 
the state board, shall certify to the Governor and 
the Bureau of the Budget the funding levels which the 
commissioner recommends for sections 15604 and 15613. 

2. Funding level computations. The following 
are the funding level computations that support the 
commissioner's funding level recommendations. 

A. The foundation per pupil operating rate shall 
be the summary of actual local operating costs of 
all school administrative units of the base year 
adjusted to the year prior to the year of alloca
tion divided by the average total resident pupils 
in sections 5104 and 6004 educated at public ex
pense in Kindergarten to grade 12 on April 1st 
and October 1st of the calendar year prior to the 
year of allocation. 

(1) The elementary foundation per pupil op
erating rate shall be the summary of actual 
local operating costs of all school adminis
trative units of the base year adjusted to 
the year prior to the year of allocation di
vided by the average total resident pupils 
in sections 5104 and 6004 educated at public 
expense in kindergarten to grade 8 on April 
1st and October 1st of the calendar year 
prior to the year of allocation. 

(2) The secondary foundation per pupil op
erating rate shall be the summary of actual 
local operating costs of all school adminis
trative units of the base year adjusted to 
the year prior to the year of allocation di
vided by the average total resident pupils 
in sections 5104 and 6004 educated at public 
expense in grades 9 to 12 on April 1st and 
October 1st of the calendar year prior to 
the year of allocation. 

B. The requested funding levels for operating 
costs under section 15604, subsection 1, para-
graph A, shall be the actual local operating 
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costs for the base year adjusted to the equiva
lent of the year prior to the year of allocation. 

C. The requested funding levels for program 
costs under section 15604, subsection I, para
graph B; section 15604, subsection I, paragraph 
C, subparagraph (1); section 15604, subsection I, 
paragraphs D, E and J, shall be the actual local 
program costs for the base year adjusted to the 
equivalent of the year prior to the year of allo
cation; and under section 15604, subsection I, 
paragraph F, for the year prior to the year of 
allocation. 

D. The requested funding levels for debt service 
under section 15604, subsection I, paragraph G, 
shall be as follows: 

Jl) The known obligations and estimates of 
anticipated principal and interest costs for 
the year of allocation; 

(2) The expenditures for the insured value 
factor for the base year; 

(3) The level of leases approved by the 
commissioner for the year prior to the year 
of allocation; and 

(4) Funds allocated by the state board for 
new school construction projects funded in 
the current fiscal year. 

E. The requested funding levels for special edu
cation under section 15604, subsection I, para
graph C, subparagraphs (2) and (3), shall be com
puted by estimating costs for the year of alloca
tion. 

F. The requested funding levels for adjustments 
under section 15612 shall be computed by estimat
ing costs for the year of allocation. 

G. The requested funding levels for reimburse
ment for private school services under section 
15604, subsection I, paragraph H, shall be the 
actual costs for the base year. 

3. Guidelines for actual local operating and 
program C05~S. The commissioner's recommendation for 
actual local oDe rating and program costs adjusted 
shall reflect changes in pupil enrollment, economic 
factors, actual changes in educational costs and any 
other considerations which effect a change in the 
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costs of education. The commissioner shall be con
scious of the need for prudent restraint in educa
tional financing. 

§15606. Governor's recommendation for funding levels 

The Bureau of the Budget shall annually certify 
to the Legislature the funding levels which the Gov
ernor recommends for sections 15604 and 15612. 

The Governor's recommendations shall be trans
mitted to the Legislature within the time schedules 
set forth by Title 5, section 1666. 

§15607. Actions by the Legislature 

The Legislature shall annually, prior to April 
1st, enact legislation which shall: 

1. Foundation per pupil operating rate. Estab
lish the foundation per pupil operating rate and the 
elementary and secondary foundation per pupil operat
ing rates; 

2. Subsidy indices. Establish an operating cost 
millage, a program millage limit and a debt service 
millage limit; 

3. Appropriation for the state share of the 
foundation. Appropriate the necessary funds to meet 
the maximum state obligation for the state's share of 
the foundation allocation under section 15610i 

4. Appropriation for state share of debt ser
vice. Appropriate the necessary funds for the 
state's share of debt service under section 15611; 

5. Appropriation for geographic isola-
tion. Appropriate the required funds for adjustments 
due to geographic isolation under section 15612, sub
section 2; 

6. Appropriation for unusual enrollment in
crease. Appropriate the required funds for adjust
ments for unusual enrollment increases under section 
15612, subsection 3; 

7. Appropriation for small administrative 
units. Appropriate the necessary funds for adjust
ments to small school administrative units which 
qualify under section 15612, subsection 4; 

8~. __ ~A~p~p~r~o~p~r~l~· a~t~i~o~n~ ______ f~o~r ____ ~~qu~a==l~i~t~yL-____ ~p~r~o_-
grams. Appropriate the necessary funds for guality 
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incentive adjustment for school administrative units 
which qualify under section 15612, subsection 1; 

9. Appropriation for special educati.on pupi Is 
placed directly by the state. Appropriate the neces
sary funds for: 

A. Tuition and board for pupils placed directly 
by the State in accordance with rules adopted or 
amended by the commissioner; and 

B. Special educational tuition and other tuition 
for residents of state-operated institutions at
tending programs in school administrative units 
in accordance with rules adopted or amended by 
the commissioner; 

10. Appropriation for audit adjust-
ments.' Appropriate the necessary funds for audit ad
justments; and 

11. Appropriation for nonpublic school ser
vices. Appropriate the necessary funds for reim
bursement for nonpublic school services under section 
15613, sUbsection 4. 

§15608. Computation of the maximum state-local allo
cation prior to adjustments 

The commissioner shall compute the maximum foun
dation allocation for each school administrative unit 
as follows. 

1. Operating cost allocation. The maximum oper
ating cost allocation shall be the total of: 

A. The product determined by multiplying the av
erage number of resident pupils in kindergarten 
and grades one to 8 in the unit on April 1st and 
October 1st of the calendar year immediately pri
or to the year of allocation, excluding special 
education tuition pupils, by the elementary foun
dation per pupil operating rate as established in 
section 15607; and 

B. The product determined by multiplying the av
erage number of resident pupils in grades 9 to 12 
in the unit on April 1st and October 1st of the 
calendar year immediately prior to the year of 
allocation, excluding special education tuition 
pupils, by the secondary foundation per pupil op
erating rate as established in section 15607. 
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2. Program costs allocation. The program costs 
allocation shall be the total of the following pro
gram costs. 

A. The special education portion of the program 
cost allocation shall be the special education 
costs in section 15603, subsection 22, as ad
justed. 

B. The vocational education portion of the ~ro
gram costs allocation shall be the actual expend
itures for vocational education programs in sec
tion 15603, subsection 30, as adjusted. 

C. The transportation operating portion of the 
program costs allocation shall be the actual ex
penditures for transportation operating costs for 
the unit as adjusted. 

D. The bus purchases portion of the program 
costs allocation shall be the actual expenditures 
for bus purchases in section 15603, subsection 7. 

§15609. Computation of maximum local share of the 
foundation allocation 

1. Maximum local share of the foundation alloca
tion computation. The commissioner shall compute the 
local share of the foundation allocation by adding 
the following. 

A. The local share of the allocation for operat
ing costs shall be the product of the operating 
cost millage established under section 15607 and 
the state valuation of the municipalities in the 
administrative units. The commissioner's computa
tion of the local share of the allocation for op
erating costs for each unit or member municipali
ty within a school administrative district or 
community school district shall not exceed the 
total operating allocation of each municipality. 

(1) The local share percentage shall be the 
proportion that the local share of the allo
cation for operating cost,is to the maximum 
operating cost allocation. The state share 
percentage shall be the proportion that the 
state share of the allocation for operating 
cost is to the maximum operating cost allo
cation. 

B. The local share of the allocation for program 
costs shall be the actual local program costs in 
the base year adjusted and bus purchase costs in 
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the year prior to the year of allocation multi
plied by the local share percentage determined in 
paragraph A or the program millage limit estab
lish~d in section 15607 times the state valuation 
of the municipalities in the administrative unit, 
whichever is less. 

(1) The program millage limit shall be the 
mills derived by dividing 40% of the program 
costs adjusted as defined in section 15603, 
subsection 5, by the state valuation of all 
municipalities. 

§15610. Computation of state share of the foundation 
allocation 

1. State share of the foundation allocation com
putationi limitation. The commissioner shall compute 
the state share of the foundation allocation for each 
unit as follows. 

A. The state share of the allocation for operat
ing costs shall be the difference between the lo
cal share of the allocation and the maximum oper
ating cost allocation. 

B. The state share of the allocation for program 
costs shall be the difference between the local 
share of the allocation and the total program 
cost allocation. 

C. The state share of the foundation allocation 
for each administrative unit shall be limited to 
the same proportion of the maximum allocation as 
the local administrative unit raises of its maxi
mum local share of the foundation allocation. 

D. The commissioner shall reduce the state share 
of the foundation allocation to an administrative 
unit in the current year or following year by an 
amount that represents the state share of expend
itures for salaries and benefits paid to uncerti
fied personnel. 

§15611. Computation of local and state shares for 
debt service 

1. Local share. The commissioner shall compute 
the local share of allocation for debt service for 
each unit as follows. 

A. The local share of allocation for debt ser
vice shall be the product of the debt service al
location multiplied by the percentage local share 
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determined in section 15609 or the debt service 
millage limit established in section 15607 times 
the state valuation of the municipalities in the 
administrative units, whichever is less. 

(1) The debt service millage limit shall be 
the mills derived by dividing 45% of the 
debt service costs as defined in section 
15603, SUbsection 8, by the state valuation 
of all municipalities. 

2. state share. The state share of allocation 
for debt service shall be the difference between the 
local share of allocation for debt service and the 
debt service costs in section 15603, subsection 8. 

§156l2. Adjustments to the state share of the foun
dation allocation 

Adjustments to the state share of the foundation 
allocation shall be made as allowed in SUbsections 1 
to 4 for each school administrative unit that has 
raised the maximum amount of its local share of the 
foundation allocation for operating costs. 

1. Quality incentive adjustments; computation of 
adjustment. The following provisions apply to incen
tives for quality programs. 

A. A school administrative unit qualifies for a 
quality incentive adjustment if its per pupil op
erating costs in the base year exceed the founda
tion per pupil operating rate in the year of al
location by 20% or less. 

B. The adjustment shall be 1/2 of the difference 
between the unit's operating costs in the base 
year and the operating allocation in the year of 
allocation multiplied by the state share percent
age as determined in section 15609. 

2. Geographic isolation; determination; adjust
ment limitation. The following provisions apply to 
geographic isolation, determination and adjustment 
limitation. 

A. The commissioner, with the approval of the 
state Board of Education, shall determine geo
graphic isolation if a school administrative unit 
operates a school which is located an unreason
ably long distance from another school facility 
in another unit or is situated in a location 
which has unique problems in transporting stu
dents to another school administrative unit. 
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B. If the school administrative unit is declared 
to be geographically isolated, the commissioner 
shall adjust the operating allocation to meet the 
educational needs of that unit. 

C. The geographic isolation adjustment shall not 
exceed the amounts expended by the school admin
istrative unit in the base year which were in ex
cess of the operating allocation in the year of 
allocation. 

3. Unusual enrollment increase, computation of 
adjustment; local authorization. The following pro
visions apply to unusual enrollment increase, compu
tation of adjustment, proration, local authorization 
and contingent accounts. 

A. A school administrative unit may qualify for 
an unusual enrollment adjustment when the in
crease in pupils between October 1st of the year 
of allocation of funds and October 1st of the 
year prior to the year of allocation of funds is 
3% or more. The number of pupils in excess of a 
3% increase shall be multiplied by the foundation 
per pupil operating rate as established in sec
tion 15603 to determine the allowable adjustment. 

B. A school administrative unit may expend any 
funds received through this adjustment without 
calling for a special meeting of the local legis
lative body. 

4. Small administrative unit subsidy adjust
ments; legislative intent. A school administrative 
uni t may qualify for one of 'the following small unit 
subsidy adjustments. 

A. If a school administrative unit is operating 
an elementary school with 25 pupils or less in 
kindergarten and grade one to grade 8 during the 
school year immediately prior to the year of al
location, it shall receive a minimum allocation 
for operating costs equal to 5/3 of the state av
erage elementary teachers salary in the school 
year immediately prior to the year of allocation 
as determined by the commissioner. 

B. If a school administrative unit is not oper
ating an elementary school or a secondary school 
and has 25 pupils or less in kindergarten and 
grade one to grade 8 during the school year imme
diately prior to the year of allocation, it shall 
receive a minimum allocation computed by multi-
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plying the elementary or secondary pupil enroll
ment on October 1st in the year of allocation by 
the foundation per pupil operating rate or the 
actual cost of tuition payment ~n the year of al
location, whichever is less. 

C. The small unit subsidy adjustment shall guar
antee a minimum subsidy payment for operating 
costs to those school administrative units which 
qualify and it shall be made only after the ad
justments in subsections 1 to 3 have been made. 

5. Pupils on federal land; adjustment; limita
tion. The following provisions apply to pupils on 
federal land, adjustment and limitation. 

A. A school administrative unit which enrolls 
eligible pupils under the United States laws of 
September 30, 1950, chapter 1124, United States 
Code, Section 236, et seq., Public Law 81-874, 
shall count those pupils as resident pupils for 
purposes of this chapter. 

B. The state share of the foundation allocation 
to that school administrative unit shall be ad
justed by subtracting the receipts under the 
United States laws of September 30, 1950, Chapter 
1124, United States Code, Section 236, et seq., 
Public Law 81~874, in the same proportion that 
total local revenues under the state equalization 
program are to total local revenues for education 
in that unit. 

C. The amount subtracted under paragraph B may 
not exceed 90% of the school administrative 
unit's entitlement for the year prior to the year 
of allocation or the year of allocation, whichev
er is less. In adjusting the allocation, the 
amounts subtracted for pupils residing on land 
under control of the Federal Government or a fed
eral agency, or on a federal military reservation 
shall not exceed 1/2 of the national average ex
penditure per pupil, as computed.by the Federal 
Government, multiplied by the number of students 
in the school administrative unit. 

6. Special educational adjustment; guidelines; 
limits; local authorization. The following provi
sions apply to special educational adjustment, guide
lines, limits and location authorization. 

A. If a school administrative unit petitions the 
commissioner and demonstrates that the unexpected 
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costs of placement for educational purposes of a 
student in a special educational program will 
cause a budgetary hardship, the commissioner may 
adjust the unit's state share of state subsidy to 
include an amount not to exceed the educational 
cost of the placement under rules adopted or 
amended by the commissioner. 

B. The funds for the adjustment shall be limited 
to the amount appropriated by the Legislature for 
that purpose. 

C. School boards may expend the funds allocated 
without seeking approval from their legislative 
bodies. 

7. Audit adjustments. The following provisions 
apply to audit adjustments. 

A. If errors are revealed by audit and by the 
commissioner, the school administrative unit's 
foundation allocation shall be adjusted to in
clude corrections. 

§15613. Authorization and schedules of payment of 
state subsidy; appeals; limitations 

1. Schedules of payment of unit allocation. The 
commissioner shall authorize state subsidy payments 
to the school administrative units to be made in ac
cordance with time schedules set forth in section 
15005, sections 15901 to 15910 and Title 20, sections 
3457 to 3460. 

2. Notification of allocation; commissioner's 
duty; superintendent's duty. The following provi
sions apply to notification of allocation, commis
sioner's duty and superintendent's duty. 

A. The commissioner shall annually, prior to 
April 21st, notify each school board of the 
amount allocated to the school administrative 
unit. 

B. Each superintendent shall report to the mu
nicipal officers whenever the school administra
tive unit is notified of the allocation or a 
change is made in the allocation resulting from 
an adjustment. 

3. Payments of state subsidy to unit's treasur
er; basis. State subsidy payments shall be made di
rectly to the treasurer of each school administrative 
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unit. They shall De based on audited financial re
ports sUbmitted by school administrative units. 

4. Nonpublic school service reimbursements. The 
following provisions apply to nonpublic school ser
vice reimbursements. 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
chapter, if students attend nonpublic schools 
that are not operated for profit in whole or in 
part, the commissioner shall reimburse 50% of the 
expenditures of the base year for providing ser
vices to these nonpublic school students as au
thorized by Title 30, section 5104, subsections 5 
to 8. Municipal officers shall report these ex
penditures to the commissioner on forms provided 
by the commissioner. 

B. The total amount reimbursed under this sub
section shall not exceed the level of funds ap
propriated for this item under section .15607, 
SUbsection 12. 

C. Municipal officers shall submit documentation 
demonstrating the amount of money appropriated 
for nonpublic school student services for the 
base year. 

D. The commissioner may adopt or amend rules to 
assure that: 

(1) All sums reimbursed were utilized and 
actually expended for programs authorized 
pursuant to Title 30, section 5104, subsec
tions 5 to 8; 

(2) No municipality receives reimbursement 
for a student who attends school at public 
expense; and 

(3) All services provided to nonpublic 
school students that require professional 
personnel are provided by public employees. 

5. Direct special educational payments. The 
commissioner may make tuition and board payments di
rectly to private special educational boarding 
schools which receive state wards or other pupils 
placed directly by the State. 

6. Education of institutional residents. The 
commissioner may pay tuition to school administrative 
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units for institutional residents within the limits 
of the appropriation made under section 15607, sub
section 12. 

7. Appeals. A school board may appeal the com
putation of state subsidy for the school administra
tive unit to the state board in writing within 30 
days of the date of notification of the computed 
amount. The state board shall review the appeal and 
make an adjustment if, in its judgment, an adjustment 
is justified. The state board's decision shall be fi
nal as to facts supported by the record o£ the ap
peal. 

8. School purpose expense require-
ment. Notwithstanding any other public or private 
statute, money allocated for school purposes shall 'be 
expended only for school purposes. 

9. Balance of allocations. Notwithstanding any 
other public or private statute, balances of alloca
tions at the end of a school administrative unit's 
fiscal year shall be carried forward to meet the next 
year's school needs. 

10. Payment of previous year's state share of 
local leeway. For the 1985-86 fiscal year only, the 
commissioner may pay to eligible local administrative 
units the state share of local leeway for the period 
January 1984 to June 1984. 

11. Guarantee of state subsidy for 1985-86 and 
1986-87. For the 1985-86 and 1986-87 years only, the 
commissioner shall pay local educational units the 
1984-85 state subsidy or the 1985-86 or 1986-87 state 
allocation respectively, whichever is greater. 

§15614. Local appropriations 

The following provisions shall apply to lotal ap
propriations for school purposes. 

1. Foundation allocation. The legislative body 
of each school administrative unit may vote to raise 
and appropriate an amount up to the local share of 
the foundation allocation. 

A. An article in substantially the following 
form shall be used when a school administrative 
unit is considering the appropriation of the 
foundation allocation. 
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(1) IIArticle : To see what sum the mu
nicipality/district will appropriate ,from 
the foundation allocation for school pur
poses (Recommend $ ) and to see what 
sum the municipality/district will raise as 
the local share of the foundation allocation 
(Recommend $ ) . II 

2. Debt service allocation. The legislative 
body of each school administrative unit may vote to 
raise and apnropriate an amount up to the local share 
of the debt service allocation. 

A. An article in substantially the following 
form shall be used when a school administrative 
unit is considering the appropriation for debt 
service allocation. 

(1) IIArticle To see what sum the mu-· 
nicipality/district wilf raise as the local 
share of debt service (Recommend $ ) . II 

3. Additional local appropriation. A school ad
ministrative unit may raise and expend funds for edu
cational purposes in addition to the funds under sub
sections land 2. 

4. Actions in subsections 1 to 3 shall be taken 
by a recorded vote. 

5. Exception. The provisions of subsections 1 
to 3 shall not apply to a school administrative unit 
in which the local share of the foundation allo.cation 
is equal to or greater than its foundation alloca
tion, but that unit shall report to the commissioner 
the amount of the appropriation for foundation allo
cation, debt service allocation and additional local 
appropriation. 

5. Administrative costs for units with no pu
pils. If a school administrative unit is required to 
pay administrative costs and has no allocation of 
state or local funds, that unit may raise and expend 
funds for administrative costs. 

§15515. Municipal assessment paid to district 

1. Presentation of assessment schedule. The as
sessment schedule based on the budget approved at a 
community school district or school administrative 
district budget meeting shall be presented to the 
treasurer of each municipality which is a member of 
the district. 
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The assessment schedule shall include each member 
municipality's share of the district's local alloca
tion, local share of debt service and additional lo
cal appropriations. 

2. Municipal treasurer's payment schedule. The 
treasurer of the member municipality, after being 
presented with the assessment schedule, shall forward 
1/12 of that member municipality's share to the trea
surer of the district on or before the 20th day of 
each month of the fiscal year beginning in July. 

§15616. Special school districts 

1. School administrative unit. For the purposes 
of section 15619 and Title 20, sections 3457 to 3460, 
a special school district shall be deemed to be a 
school administrative unit. 

2. Debt service. Debt service on bonds or notes 
issued by a special school district shall be included 
in the school budget of the school administrative 
unit which operates the schools constructed by that 
district. The school board for the school administra
tive unit which operates the special district's 
schools shall pay to the special school district all 
sums necessary to meet the payments of principal and 
interest on bonds or notes when due and to cover 
maintenance or other costs for which the special 
school district is responsible. 

§15617. School budget; budget formats 

1. Content. A school administrative unit shall 
include in its school budget document: 

A. Its foundation allocation, its debt service 
allocation, if any, any additional expenditures 
authorized by statute; and 

B. A summary of anticipated revenues and esti
mated school expenditures for the fiscal year. 

2. Budget deadlines. The following time limita
tions shall apply to adoption of a budget. 

A. At least 7 days before the initial meeting of 
the legislative body responsible for adopting a 
budget, a detailed budget document shall be 
available to that legislative body and to any 
person residing within the geographic area served 
by the school administrative unit. 
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B. Notwithstanding a provision of statute or 
charter to the contrary, school administrative 
units may adopt an annual budget prior to June 
30th, except that the school budgets for voca
tional regions shall be adopted on or before Au
gust 1st. 

3. Budget format. The following provisions 
shall apply to a budget format. 

A. Except as provided in subsection 4, the bud
get format shall be that Drescribed by a majority 
of the school board until an article prescribing 
the school budget format is approved by a majori
ty of voters in an election in which the total 
vote is at least 20% of the number of votes cast 
in the municipality in the last gubernatorial 
election, or 200, whichever is less. 

B. The format of the sch60l budget may be deter
mined in accordance with section 1306. 

C. It is the intent of the Legislature that a 
school board shall attempt to obtain public par
ticipation in the development of the school bud-
~ 

4. Budget format; town or city charter. In a 
municipality where the responsibility for final adop
tion of the school budget is vested by municipal 
charter in a council, the school budget format may be 
changed through amendment of the charter under the 
home rule procedures of Title 30, sections 1911 to 
1920, except that the amendment shall be approved by 
a majority of voters in an election in which the to
tal vote is at least 20% of the number of votes cast 
in the municipality in the last gubernatorial elec
tion. 

5. Budget format; town meeting. When the final 
budget authority is vested in a .town meeting operat
ing under the general enabling procedures of Title 
30, the format of the school budget may be determined 
by the town meeting or under the procedures of Title 
30, section 2053 or 2061. 

6. Budget format; community school dis-
trict. The following provisions shall apply to the 
budget format of a community school district. 

A. An article containing the district's proposed 
budget format shall be placed on the next warrant 
issued or ballot printed if: 
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(1) A majority of the district school com
mittee votes to place it on the warrant or 
ballot; or 

(2) A written petition of at least 10% of 
the number of voters voting in the last gu
bernatorial election in each municiDality 
within the community school district reauest 
it to be on the warrant or ballot. 

B. The article containing the budget format may 
be voted on by secret ballot at an election con
ducted in accordance with Title 30, sections 2061 
to 2065. 

C. The di~trict school committee shall: 

(1) Issue a warrant specifying that the mu
nicipal officers of the municipalities with
in the community school district place the 
budget format article on the secret ballot; 
and 

(2) Prepare and furnish the required number 
of ballots for carrying out the election, 
including absentee ballots. 

7. Budget format; articles. The articles pre
scribed in this chapter shall be included in the bud
get format and voted on in the adoption of the budget 
in order to determine state and local cost sharing. 

S. Change in budget format. Any change in the 
budget format shall be voted on at least 90 days pri
or to the budget year for which that change is to be 
effective. 

§1561S. Actions on budget 

The following provisions shall apply to approving 
a budget. 

1. Checklist required. Prior to the articles 
dealing with school appropriations being voted on, 
the moderator of a regular or special school budget 
meeting shall require the clerk or secretary to make 
a checklist of the registered voters present. The 
number of voters listed on the checklist shall be 
conclusive evidence of the number present at the 
meeting. 

2. Reconsideration. Notwithstanding another 
statute to the contrary, in school administrative 
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units where the school budget is finally approved by 
the voters, a special budget meeting to reconsider 
action taken on the budget may only be called as fol
lows. 

A. It shall be held within 30 days of the regu
lar budget meeting. 

B. In a school administrative district or commu
nity school district, it shall be called by the 
school board, or as follows. 

(1) At least 10% of the number of voters 
voting in the last gubernatorial election in 
member municipalities of the school adminis
trative unit, or 100 voters, whichever is 
less, shall present a signed petition within 
15 days of the regular budget meeting to the 
school board, specifying the article or ar
ticles to be reconsidered. 

(2) On receiving the petition, the school 
board shall call the special reconsideration 
budget meeting to be held within 15 days of 
the date the petition was received. 

C. In a municipality, the meeting shall be 
called by the municipal officers: 

(1) Within 15 days after receipt of a re
quest from the school board, if the request 
is received within 15 days of the budget 
meeting and it specifies the article or ar
ticles to be reconsidered; or 

(2) Within 15 days after receipt of a peti
tion presented in accordance with Title 30, 
section 2065, if the petition is received 
within 15 days of the budget meeting and it 
specifies the article or articles to be re
considered. 

3. Invalidation of action of a special reconsid
eration budget meeting. If a special budget meeting 
is called to reconsider action taken at a regular 
budget meeting, the actions of the meeting shall be 
invalid if the number of voters at the special budget 
meeting is less than the number of voters present at 
the regular budget meeting. 

4. Line item transfers. Meetings requested by a 
school bpard for the Durpose of transferring funds 
fr()mone category or line item to another shall be 
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posted for voter or council action within 15 days of 
the date of the request. 

§15619. Bonds; notes; other 

All bonds, notes or other evidences of indebted
ness issued for school purposes by a school adminis
trative unit, as defined in section 15603, for major 
capital expenses, bus purchases or for current oper
ating expenses, including tax or other revenue antic
ipation notes, shall be general obligations of the 
unit. 

1. Tax assessments. The municipal officers or 
school board shall require the sums which may be nec
essary to meet in full the principal of and interest 
on these bonds, notes or other evidences of indebted
ness payable in each year to be assessed and col
lected in the manner provided by law for the assess
ment and collection of taxes. 

2. Reduction. The sums to be assessed and col
lected shall be reduced by the amount of an ailoca
tion of funds appropriated by the Legislature to pay 
the principal and interest owed by the unit in a 
given year as certified to the school administrative 
unit by the commissioner. The commissioner shall cer
tify,the amount due to the unit within 30 days of its 
appropriation by the Legislature. 

3. Collection. After assessment and reduction, 
the remaining sum shall be payable from ad valorem 
taxes which may be levied without limit as to rate or 
amount upon all the taxable property within the unit. 

Sec. 3, Unallocated balances to be carried for
ward. Any unallocated balances in the School Finance 
Act shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year. 

Sec. 4. Effective date. This Part shall take 
effect July I, 1985. 

PART H 

Sec. 1. Consolidation of certain programs. The 
Certification and Placement of Teachers function and 
the Teacher Education function shall be combined and 
operated as a single unit wfth the Department of Edu
cational and Cultural Services. 

For the remainder of the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1985, this new function shall be funded through 
the 2 existing appropriations. Effective in the fis-
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cal year ending June 30, 1986, the 2 appropriations 
will be combined for funding purposes. 

The combined functions shall be known as "Certi
fication, Placement and Teacher ~ducation." 

Sec. 2. Effective date. This Part shall take 
effect 90 days after adjournment of the Legislature. 

Sec. l. 
read: 

PART I 

20-A MRSA §13012, sub-§S is enacted to 

5. Qualifying examinations. The provisional 
teacher certificate shall only be issued to those ap
plicants who have taken the teacher qualifying exami
nations set forth in chapter S02-A. 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA c. S02-A is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER S02-A 

QUALIFYING EXAMINATIONS FOR INITIAL TEACHERS 

§13031. Purpose 

The Legislature declares that the purpose of this 
chapter is to establish standardized qualifying exam
inations for those persons seeking provisional teach
er certificates to teach in the State. 

§13032. Qualifying examination 

The provisional teacher certificate shall only be 
issued to those applicants who have taken the teacher 
qualifying examinations. The examinations may be ad
ministered in separate parts and may be taken by ap
plicants for provisional teacher certificates at any 
time after completion of the sophomore year of at
tendance at a post-secondary higher education insti
tution. The examinations shall test the applicant in 
the following areas: 

1. Communication skills. Communication skills, 
which include listening, reading and writing; 

2. General knowledge. General knowledge, which 
includes concepts from a variety of disciplines, in
cluding literature and fine arts, mathematics, sci
ence and social studies; and 
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3. Professional knowledge. Professional knowl
edge, which focuses on the knowledge and cognitive 
processes the teacher uses in decision-making, with 
emphasis on how those processes will be applied in 
the classroom. 

The applicant shall be responsible for the costs 
associated with taking the teacher qualifying exami
nations. 

§13033. Transitional period and study 

The Department of Educational and Cultural Ser
vices shall conduct a study during the first 3 years 
of the program in order to validate the use of a na
tionally accepted teacher examination or a state cre
ated teacher examination to be authorized by the 
State Board of Education and the commissioner in ac
cordance with the procedures required under the Maine 
Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375. 
The study shall be used to establish the minimum 
score requirements which an applicant shall attain to 
qualify for a provisional teacher certificate and 
shall also provide statewide information on the qual
ifications of applicants for provisional certifi
cates. 

§13034. Certification records 

The score on the teacher aualifying examinations 
shall become part of a teacher's certification 
records. These records shall be confidential to the 
extent authorized under section 13004. 

§13035. Qualifying scores 

An applicant will not be eligible to receive a 
provisional teacher certificate after June 30, 1988, 
unless he has received a minimum qualifying score on 
the teacher qualifying examinations. The minimum 
qualifying score shall be determined by the State 
Board of Education and the commissioner by December 
I, 1987, to be based on their study of the data de
veloped during the first 3 years the tests are admin
istered. 

§13036. Applicant rights 

An applicant shall be informed of the results of 
the qualifying examinations and have the right to re
take the qualifying examinations, in whole or in 
part. 
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Sec. 3. Effective date. This Part shall take 
effect 90 days after adjournment of the Legislature. 

PART J 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §1001, sub-§9, as amended by PL 
1983, c. 82, is further amended to read: 

9. Earnable compensation. "Earnable compensa
tion" means actual compensation, including workers' 
compensation benefits and maintenance if any, but 
shall not include payment for more than 30 days of 
accumulated or accrued sick leave or unused vacation 
leave or a combination of both, nor include any other 
payment which is not compensation for actual services 
rendered or which is not paid at the time these ser
vices are rendered. Any money paid by an employer 
under .an annuity contract for the future benefit of 
an employee shall be considered part of the 
employee's earnable compensation. The earnable com
pensation of a member retired with a disability re
tirement allowance under section 1122 shall be as
sumed, for the purposes of determining benefits under 
this chapter, to be continued after his date of ter
mination of service at the same·rate as received im
mediately prior thereto, subject to the same percent
age adjustments, if any, that may apply to the amount 
of retirement allowance of the beneficiary under sec
tion 1128. The term "earnable compensation" does not 
include Teacher Recognition Grants paid pursuant to 
Title 20-A, section 13503. 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA c. 506 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 506 

TEACHER RECOGNITION GRANTS 

§ 13501. Purpose 

This chapter establishes the Teacher Recognition 
Grants Program, a state-funded program to recognize 
the importance of teachers in our state's schools. 

It is the purpose of this program to retain and 
attract intelligent people within the teaching pro
fession by providing state funded recognition grants' 
in addition to, and not in lieu of, locally estab
lished salary schedules. The program will be admin
istered by the commissioner. 

§13502. Definitions 
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As used in this chapter, unless the context oth
erwise indicates, the following terms have the fol
lowing meani!lgs. 

1. Qualifying schools. "Qualifying schools" 
means the following: 

A. Public schools that are governed by a school 
board of a school administrative unit; 

B. Private secondary schools approv~d for tui
tion whose school enrollments are at least 60% 
publicly-funded students as determined by the 
previous school year's October to April average 
enrollment; and 

C. Schools operated by an agency of State Gov
ernment, including the following: 

(1) Baxter School for the Deaf; 

(2) Arthur R. Gould School; 

(3) Pineland State (Berman School); and 

(4) Education of children in unorganized 
territories. 

2. Teacher. "Teacher" means a person certified 
by the Department of Educational and Cultural Ser
vices who is an employee of a public school, an eli
gibIe private school or a state operated school in
cluding elementary and secondary teacher, specialized 
sub'ect teacher, vocational-industrial teacher as de
fined in the certification ru es of the State Board 
of Education. "Teacher" includes, by position title, 
only the following: 

A. Classroom teacher; 

B. Itinerant teacher; 

C. Guidance counselor; 

D. Librarian-media specialist; 

E. Special education teacher; 

F. Special teacher of reading; and 

G. Speech clinician-teacher. 
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Teacher recognition grants of $1,000 shall be 
awarded twice during the school year to only those 
teachers who have been employed full time in qualify
ing schools since the first day of each corresponding 
semester. Teachers employed less than full time or 
less than a full semester, as determined by the qual
ifying school, shall not receive a prorated grant 
amount. 

§13S04. Schedule of payment 

Grants will be issued by the Treasurer of State 
on February 15th and August 15th of 1986. 

§ 13505. Local filingi certification 

Qualifying schools shall file with the commis
sioner a certified list of teachers eligible to re
ceive grants under this chapter, including their 
names, mailing addresses, social security numbers, 
income tax withholding status and current salary. 
Filing information shall be submitted on or before 
January ~Sth for the February 15th schedule of pay
ment; the filing for the August 15th schedule of pay
ment shall be submitted on or before July 15th. 

§13506. Responsibility of the commissioner 

The responsibilities of the commissioner to im
plement this program are as follows. 

1. Notification of filing deadlines. The com
missioner shall notify all qualifying schools at 
least 45 days in advance of the filing deadline. 

2. Transmittal of information. The commissioner 
shall transmit the necessary filing data to the De
partment of Finance and Administration in sufficient 
time to allow the issuance of payments on Febuary 
15th and August 15th of each year. 

3. Financial records. The commissioner shall 
design and maintain financial and filing records. 

4. Rulemaking. The commissioner may adopt rules 
pursuant to the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, 
Title 5, chapter 375, to implement this chapter. 

§13S07. Local collective bargaining 
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The state-funding recognition grants shall not be 
considered during local collective bargaining for the 
purposes of setting teachers' salaries. 

§13508. Future appropriations 

It is the intent of the Legislature that 
$13,500,000 be appropriated in fiscal year 1985-86, 
$27,000,000 be appropriated in fiscal year 1986-87, 
and $27,000,000 and any additional funds that may be 
appropriated in fiscal year 1987-88 by the 112th and 
113th Legislatures to carry out the intent of this 
chapter. It is also the intent that appropriations 
shall be made in subsequent years to continue the 
programs established under this chapter. The appro
priations referred to in this section shall be placed 
in a nonlapsing account to be used to carry out the 
intent of this chapter. 

§13509. Payments 

Payments made under this chapter shall be made: 

1. School year 1985-86. For the school year 
1985-86, in accordance with sections 13503 to 13505; 

2. School year 1986-87. For tbe school year 
1986-87, in accordance with the interim recommenda
tions of the commission ~stablished in section 13510; 
and 

3. School year 1987-88 and subsequent years. 
For the school year 1987-88 and subsequent years, in 
accordance with the permanent recommendations of the 
commission established in section 13510 for a perma
nent solution. 

§13510. Special Commission to Study the Implementa-
tion of Educational Reform 

1. Commission established. There is created the 
Special Commission to Study the Implementation of Ed
ucational Reform. The commission shall consist of 12 
members. Eight members shall be legislators of whom 
5 shall be members of the Joint Standing Committee on 
Education and 3 of whom shall be members of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs. The President of the Senate shall appoint 3 
of the legislator members; and the Speaker of the 
House shall appoint 5 of the legislator members. 
Legislative members shall represent a bipartisan 
point of view. The remaining 4 members shall be ap
pointed by the Governor and shall be persons familiar 
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with education and education finance, 2 of whom shall 
be the Commissioner of Educational and Cultural Ser
vices, or his designee, and the Commissioner of Fi
nance and Administration, or his designee. Members 
shall serve until accomplishment of the tasks speci
fied in this chapter. Legislative members shall not 
be disqualified for discontinuance of legislative 
service. Vacancies may be filled with qualified ap
pointees by the appointing authority. 

2. Commi ssion duties. ,The commi ssion shall 
study issues related to the implementation of educa-
tion reform in Maine. The commission shall address 
the following concerns and take the following action. 

A. study the impact on local communities of the 
education finance act and of implementing in
creased curriculum and graduation requirements 
and recommend ways to meet increased local needs. 
The commission shall estimate projected local 
costs, including catastrophic costs, and propose 
alternative methods for meeting those costs, in
cluding 'recommendations for additional state 
funding of education costs; 

B. Study and make recommendations on ways to 
permanently enhance teacher compensation, includ
ing examination of a statewide salary schedule, a 
minimum base salary, stipends and other options 
which may be submitted to the commission for con
sideration; 

C. Study and make recommendations on the need 
for and methods of ensuring the maintenance of 
local educational efforts and that state funded 
recognition grants shall not be considered in the 
collective bargaining process; 

D. Study the definition of teacher, including 
part-time personnel, for the purpose of determin~ 
ing which educational personnel qualify for 
teacher recognition grants. In conducting this 
part of its study the commissioner shall bear in 
mind that the purpose for those grants was to en
hance the status of and to reward classroom 
teachers. The commission shall make recommenda
tions on the short-term and long-term implementa
tion of a teacher compensation plan; and shall 
include in its report an assessment of the need 
for a panel to settle disputes regarding teacher 
compensation; 
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E. Study the advantages and disadvantages of and 
make recommendations on the inclusion of teacher 
recognition grants in earnable compensation for 
retirement purposesi 

F. Study the operation of collective bargaining 
at the local level and make recommen.dations for 
changes which would improve the quality of educa
tioni and 

G. Examine and make recommendations on other is
sues which the commission determines affect the 
quality of education in Maine. 

3. Commission report. The comm~ssion shall re
port to the Joint Standing Committee on Education. 
The report shall include estimated state and local 
costs of recommendations and implementing legisla
tion, if necessary. The first report shall be due on 
April 1, 1985. In the succeeding years, the commis
sion shall report annually on January 1st, until such 
time as the committee determines it has completed its 
task. 

A. On April 1, 1985, the commission shall recom
mend an interim mechanism for expending allocated 
moneys to enhance teacher remuneration. 

B. The commission's permanent recommendation for 
the use of allocated funds shall be in accordance 
with the following intent of the Legislature. 

It is the intent of the Legislature that the 
$27,000,000 per year initially utilized for 
teacher recognition grants and such additional 
moneys as the Legislature may appropriate to im
plement this chapter shall continue to be availa
ble to enhance education in Maine, including use 
for teacher compensation, increasing state aid to 
local units through the finance act or other pro
grams which the Legislature determines will en
hance the quality of education in Maine. 

Sec. 3. Study of career ladder. The Commissioner 
of Educational and Cultural Services and the State 
Board of Education shall study integrating the Teach
er Recognition Grant Program with the establishment 
of a career ladder. The results will be presented as 
part of the 3tudy required by Public Law 1984, chap
ter 845, AN ACT to Revise the Laws Governing Certifi
cation of Educational Personnel. 
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Sec. ,4. Nonlapsing account. Moneys allocated to 
fund this chapter shall be placed in a nonlapsing ac
count to be used for teacher compensation. 

Sec.s. Staff. The commission may request staff 
assistance from the Legislative Council and the Gov
ernor's Office. 

Sec. 6. Appropriation. There is appropriated 
from the General Fund $3,000 for the fiscal year end
ing June 30, 1985 to carry out the purposes of this 
Part. 

SPECIAL COMMISSION TO STUDY THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF EDUCATIONAL REFORM 

Personal Services 
Per diem for Legislators 

All Other 
Travel and expenses 
for members 

Total 

1984-~5 

1,750 

Sec. 7. Effective date. This Part shall take 
effect 90 days after adjournment of the Legislature, 
except that section 3 becomes effective on August I, 
1985, for the school year 1985-86. The first payment 
to teachers will be made on February IS, 1986. 

PART K 

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §12004, sub-§10, ~A, as enacted 
by PL 1983, c.812, §39, is amended to read: 

A. Th~s classification includes the following: 

FIELD NAME OF RATE OF STATuTORY 
ORGAN! ZA TI ON COMPENSATION REFERENCE 

(1) Agriculture Eastern States Not Autho- 7 NRSA §403 
Exposition ,Ad- rized 
visory Board 

(2) Civil ' Emer- Citizens' Civil Expenses 37-AMRSA §56-A 
gency Emergency Com- only 

mission 

(3) Community Community Ser- Expenses 5 MRSA §35l7 
S'ervices vices Advisory only 

Board 
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(4) Corrections 

(5 ) Education 

(6) Education 

(7) Education 

(8) Education 

(9) Education 

(10) Education 

(11) Education 

(12) Education 

(13) Education 

(14) Education 

(14B)Education 

(15 ) Energy 

PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 

Maine Correc- $25/day 
tional Advisory 
Commission 

Advisory Coro- Not Autho-
mittee on Medi- rized 
cal Education 

Archives Advis- Expenses 
ory Board only 

Committee for Expenses 
the Training of only 
Firemen 

Indi.an Scholar- Not Autho-
ship Committee rized 

Maine Education Not Autho-
Council rized 

Educational Not Autho-
Leave Advisory rized 
Board 

Maine Historic Expenses 
Preservation only 
Commission 

~laine Library 
Commission 

Post-secondary 
Education' Com
mission of 
Maine 

Maine State 
Commission on 

the Arts and 
the Humanities 

Advisory Com-
mittee on Early 
Elementary 
Education 

Advisory Coun-
cil on Energy 
Efficiency 
Building Per-
formance Stan-
dards 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

~25/day 

Expenses 
only 

34-A MRSA §1204 

20-A MRSA §11807 

5 MRSA §96 

20-A MRSA §9002 

20-A MRSA §12403 

20-A MRSA § 651 

5 MRSA §723 

27 ~lRSA §501 

27 MRSA §111 

20-A t-IRSA §10304 

27 :1RSA §401 

20-A MRSA §260 

10 MRSA §1414 
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(16) Energy 

(17). Environment 

(18) Environment: 
Natural Re
sources 

(19) Finance 

(20) Finance 

(21) Finance 

(22) Finance 

(23) Housing 

(24) Housing 

(25) Hous ing 

(26) Housing 

State Energy Not Autho-
Resources Ad- rized 
visory Board 

Low-level Waste 
Siting Commis
sion 

Ground Water 
Protection Com
mission 

Advisory Coun
cil on Deferred 
Compensation 
Plans 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Natural Re- $25/day 
source Financ
ing and Market
ing Board 

Standardization $2S/day; 
Committee Public ~lem

ber 

Maine Veterans' 
Small Business 
Loan Board 

Advisory Board 
to the Maine 
State Housing 
Authority 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Passamaquoddy Not Autho-
Indian Housing rized 
Authority - In-
dian Township 

Passamaquoddy Not Autho-
Indian Housing rized 
Authority 
Pleasant Point 

Penobscot Trib- Not Autho
al Reservation rized 
Housing Author-
ity 

(27) Human 
vices 

Ser- Maine Aid to Not Autho
Families With rized 
Dependent Chil-
dren Coordinat-
ing Committee 
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5 MRSA §S007 

38 MRSA §1476 

P&SL 1979, c. 43 

5 MRSA §884 

10 MRSA §985 

5 MRSA §1814 

10 "lRSA § 1100-A 

30 :lRSA §4602 

22 MRSA §4733 

22 MRSA §4733 

22 MRSA §4733 

22 MRSA §3773 
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(28) Human 
vices 

Ser- Advisory Coun- Not Autho
cil to Maine rized 

22 MRSA §3774 

(29) Human Ser-
vices: Health 
Facilities 

(30) Human 
vices 

Ser-

Aid to Families 
With Dependent 
Children Coor-
dinating Com-
mittee 

Certificate of 
Need Advisory 
Committee 

Maine Council 
on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Pre
vention and 
Treatment 

$25/day 

Expenses 
only 

22 MRSA §307 

22 MRSA §7107 

(31) Human 
vices 

Ser- Maine Dental Expenses 
only 

22 ~fRSA §2096 

(32) Human Ser-
vices: Public 
Heal th-

(33) Human Ser-
vices: HQspi
tals 

(34) Human Ser-
vices: Health 
Finance 

Health Council 

Environmental 
Health Advisory 
Committee 

Expenses 
only 

22 MRSA §1693· 

Hospital Advis- Not Autho- 22 MRSA §396-P 
ory Committee rized 

Payor Advisory Not Autho- 22 MRSA §396-P 
Committee rized 

(35) Human 
vices 

Ser- Professional Not Autho- 22 MRSA §396-P 

(36) Human Ser-
vices: Public 
Health 

(37) Judiciary 

(38) Judiciary: 
Criminal law 

(39) Judiciary: 
Law 

Advisory Com- rized 
mittee 

Radiological 
Emergency 
Preparedness 
Committee 

Expenses 
only 

Judicial Coun- Expenses 
cil only 

Criminal Law 
Advisory Com
mission 

Expenses 
only 

Probate Law Re- Expenses 
vision Commis- only 
sion 

37-B MRSA §954 

4 MRSA §451 

17-A MRSA §1351 

P&SL 1975, 
c. 14, §1 
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(40) Labor 

(41) Labor 

(42) Local and 
County Gov-
ernment 

(43) Local and 
County Gov-
ernment 

(44) Local and 
County Gov-
ernment 

(45) Marine Re-
sources: In-
dustry 

(46) Marine Re-
sources 

(47) Marine Re-
sources 

(48) Mental Health 
and Retarda
tion 

(49) Mental Health 
and Retarda-
tion 

(50) Mental Health 
and Retarda-
tion 

State Advisory 
Council 

Displaced 
Homemakers Ad-
visory Council 

County Records 
Board 

~lunicipal 

Records Board 

Regional Coun-
cil of Govern-
ments 

Lobster Advis-
ory Council 

Atlantic Sea 
Run Salmon Com-
mission 

Maine Marine 
Resources Com-
mission 

Board of Visi
tors (for each 
State institu
tion under the 
department) 

Maine Committee 
on the Problems 
of the Mentally 
Retarded 

Mental Health 
Advisory Coun-
cil 

(51) Mental Health State Planning 
and Retarda- and Advisory 
tion Council on De

velopmental 
Disabilities 

$25/day 26 MRSA §1082 

Not Autho- 26 ~IRSA § 1604 
rized 

Kot Autho- 30 NRSA §347 
rized 

Not Autho- 30 ~IRSA § 2214 
rized 

Paid by 30 :-lRSA §1981 
member gov-
ernments 

Expenses 12 MRSA §6462 
only 

(a) Total expenses for the 
council shall not exceed 
$2,000 per year 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Not Autho
rized 

Expenses 
only 

Not Autho-
rized 

Expenses 
only 

12 MRSA §6251 

Senate Paper 64, 1973 

34-B MRSA §1403 

34-B MRSA §12l0 

34-B ~IRSA §1209 

34-B ~IRSA §1211 
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(52 ) Natural Re- Forest Fire Ad- Expenses 12 ~IRSA §9621 
sources: For- visory Council only 
ests 

(53 ) :-Iatural Re- Forest Land Expenses 36 ~IRSA §584 
sources: For- Valuation Ad- only 
ests visory Council 

(54 ) Natural Re- Keep Maine Sce- Expenses 12 I'IRSA §633 
sources: Pro- nic Committee only 
teet ion and 
Promotion 

(55 ) Natural Re- Maine Trails Not Autho- 12 MRSA §602 
sources: System Advisory rized 
Recreation Committee 

(56 ) Natural Re- White Water Ad- $25/day 12 MRSA §7369-A 
sources: visory Commit-
Recreation tee 

(57) Natural Re- White Water $25/day 12 MRSA §7367 
sources: Safety Commit-
Recreation tee 

(58 ) Occupations: Auctioneers Ad- Expenses 32 MRSA §271 
Auctioneers visory Board only 

(59 ) Occupations: Emergency Medi- $20/day 32 MRSA §88 
Ambulance cal Services 

, 

Services Advisory Board 

(60) Occupations: Computer Ser- $25/day 5 MRSA §1855 
Computers vices Advisory 

Board 

(61) Occupations: General Lines Expenses 24-A ~!RSA §1525 
Insurance Agent Examina- only 

tion Advisory 
Board 

(62) Occupations: Life Agent Ex- Expenses 24-A tlRSA §1525 
Insurance amination Ad- only 

visory Board 

(63) Occupations: Continuing Edu- Not Aucho- 32 I'IRSA §4115-B 
Real Estate cation Commit- rized 

tee 

(64) Occupations~ Professional Not Aucho- 24 ~RSA §2802 
~edicine ~a1practice Ad- rized 

visory Panel 
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(65) State Govern- Capitol Plan- Expenses 
ment ning Commission only. 

(66) State Govern- State Compensa- Expenses 
ment tion Commission only 

(67) State Govern
ment 

(68) State 
ning 

Plan-

(69.) Transporta
tion: Mo:tor 
Vehicles 

(70) Transporta
tion: Ferry 
Service 

(71) Transporta
tion: Highway 

(72) Transporta
tion: Motor 
Vehicles -

(73) Transporta
tion: Motor 
Vehicles 

State Govern
ment Internship 
Program Advis
ory Committee 

Maine 
Areas 
Board 

Maine 
tical 
Board 

MaIne 
Ferry 
Board 

Maine 
Safety 
tee 

Critical 
Advisory 

Aeronau
Advisory 

State 
Advisory 

Highway 
Commit-

Advisory and 
Review Board on 
Driver Licens
ing and Vehicle 
Registration 

Medical Advis
ory Board (Li
censing of 
Drivers) 

Expenses 
only 

Expenses 
only 

Not Autho
rized 

Not Autho
rized 

Not Autho
rized 

Expenses 
only 

Not Autho
rized 

(74) Transporta- Public Trans- Not Autho-
tion: Public portation Ad- rized 
Transportation visory Commit-

(75) Tourism 

(76) Tourism 

(77) Telecommuni
cations 

tee 

Travel Informa- S25/day 
tion Advisory 
Council 

~laine Vacation 
- Travel Com
mission 

Expenses 
only 

Advisory Com- Not Autho
mittee on State rized 
Telecommuni-
cations 
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5 MRSA §298 

3 ~lRSA §2-A 

5 MRSA §293 

5 MRSA §3313 

6 MRSA §302 

23 MRSA §4301 

25 MRSA §2902 

29 MRSA §2246 

29 MRSA §547 

23 ~lRSA §4209 

23 ~lRSA §1904 

5 :lRSA § 7 005 

5 MRSA §350 
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(78) Telecommuni
cations 

Sec. 2. 

PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 

Advisory Com
mittee on Maine 
Public Broad
casting 

Expenses 
only 

20-A MRSA §801 

20-A MRSA §260 is enacted to read: 

§260. Early elementary, kindergarten to grade 3, 
school assistance program 

1. Program' established. The commissioner shall 
establish a state early elementary, kindergarten to 
grade 3, school assistance program which shall in
clude the following. 

A. There shall be a statewide kindergarten 
screening ~nd assessment program as part of the 
statewide assessment program. 

B. The commissioner shall direct the research, 
development and distribution of an integrated, 
standardized kindergarten to grade 3 screening 
and assessment program to assist schools and 
teachers in assessing performance and progress in 
kindergarten to grade 3. 

C. The commissioner shall require the research 
and development of kindergarten to grade 3 cur
riculum guide for distribution to schools. 

2. Implementation. To implement this program, 
the commissioner shall take the following action: 

A. Employ departmental staff to implement the 
assistance program; 

B. Enter into such contracts as may be necessary 
to carry out the development and implementation 
of the assistance program; 

C. Adopt rules to implement the program; and 

D. Appoint the Advisory Committee on Early Ele
mentary Education of not more than 8 persons 
qualified and experienced in early elementary ed
ucation to advise and assist the department in 
designing and implementing the program. 

Sec.3. 20-A MRSA §lOOl, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 
1981, c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: 
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8. Operate kindergarten and grades 1 to 12. 
They shall either operate programs in kindergarten 
and grades 1 to 12 or otherwise provide for students 
to participate in those grades as authorized else
where ~n this Title. They shall determine which stu~ 
dents shall attend each school, classify them and 
transfer them from school to school where more than 
one school is maintained at the same time. 

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §15509, first ~, as enacted by 
c. 693, §§5 and 8, is amended to read: PL 1981, 

Adjustments to the state-local allocation shall 
be made as allowed in sUbsections 1 to 8 9. A school 
administrative unit may not be eligible-for the ad
justments identified in sUbsections 2, 4, 5, 6 and 8 
unless it has raised the maximum amount of its local 
allocation. 

Sec. 5. 
read: 

20-A MRSA §15509, sub-§9 is "enacted to 

9. Kindergarten adjustment. Administrative 
units, which operate a one-year kindergarten program 
starting in the school year 1985-86 but did not oper
ate one in the 1984-85 school year, will have their 
cost paid directly by the commissioner in the fiscal 
years ending on June 30, 1986, and June 30, 1987, to 
cover the allowable costs of operating a kindergarten 
program in those years. This direct payment may not 
extend beyond the fiscal year ending in June 30, 
1987. The costs of operating the kindergarten pro
gram for the base years ending on June 30, 1986, and 
June 30, 1987, may be reported for future subsidy al
locations. 

Sec. 6. 
read: 

20-A MRSA §15612, sub-§8 is enacted to 

8. Kindergarten adj~stment. Administrative 
units, which operate a one-year kindergarten program 
starting in the school year 1985-86 but did not oper
ate one in the 1984-85 school year, will have their 
operating costs adjusted by the commissioner in the 
fiscal years ending on June 30, 1986, and June 30, 
1987, to cover the allowable costs of operating a 
kindergarten program in those years. This adjustment 
may not extend beyond the fiscal year ending in June 
30, 1987. The costs of operating the kindergarten 
program for the base years ending on June 30, 1986, 
and June 30, 1987, may be reported for future subsidy 
allocations. 
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Sec. 7. Effective date. This Part shall take 
effect 90 days after adjournment of the Legislature, 
except that section 6 of this Part shall take effect 
July I, 1985. 

PART L 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §1590S, sub-§I, ~A, as amended· 
by PL 1983, c. 426, §3, is further amended to read: 

A. The state board may approve projects so long 
as no project approval will cause debt service 
costs, as defined in section 15503, subsection 9, 
paragraphs A and D, to exceed $39,999,999 
$35,000,000 in a subsequent fiscal year. 

Sec. 2. Intent It is the intent of the Legisla
ture that the state board should examine priorities 
for approval of school construction grants in light 
of the increased requirements and to reduce the num-

. ber of wavers. 

Sec. 3. Effective date. This Part shall take 
effect July I, 1986. 

Sec. l. 
read: 

PART M 

36 MRSA §1752, sub-§2-B is enacted to 

2-B. Extended cable television services. "Ex-
tended cable television services" means all cable 
television service which is in addition to the mini
mum s~rvice which can be purchased from a cable tele
vision supplier ~ncluding the use of associated 
equipment for which a charge is made. It does not 
include installation of the associated eqUipment for 
which a separate charge is levied. 

Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §1752, sub-§II, as amended by PL 
1983, c. 560, §§1 and 6, is further amended to read: 

11. ke~ail sale or sale at retail. "Retail sale" 
or "sale at retail" means any sale of tangible per
sonal property, in the ordinary course of business, 
for consumption or use, or for any purpose other than 
for resale, except resale as a casual sale, in the 
form of tangible personal property, any rental of 
living quarters in any hotel, rooming house, tourist 
or trailer camp, any rental of automobiles on a 
short-term basis, other than rental to a person en
gaged in the business of renting automobiles, a~a the 
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sale of telephone or telegraph service and the sale 
of extended cable television service. The term "re
tail sale" or "sale at retail" includes conditional 
sales, installment lease sales, and any other trans
fer o~ tangible personal property when the title is 
retained as security for the payment of the purchase 
price and is intended to be transferred later. The 
term "retail sale" or "sale at retail" also means 
sale of products for internal human consumption to a 
person for resale through coin-operated vending ma
chines when sold to a retailer whose gross receipts 
from the retail sale of tangible personal property 
derived through sales from vending machines are more 
than 50% of his gross receipts, which tax shall be 
paid by the retailer to the State. The term "retail 
sale" or "sale at retail" does not include any sale 
by an executor or administrator in the settlement of 
an estate, unless such sale is made through a retail
er, or unles~ such sale is made in the continuation 
or operation of a business; nor does the term include 
any other isolated transaction in which any tangible 
personal property is sold, transferred, offered for 
sale or delivered by the owner thereof, such sale, 
transfer, offer for sale, or delivery not being made 
in the ordinary course of repeatad and succesiive 
transactions of a like character by such owner, such 
transactions being elsewhere sometimes referred to as 
"casual sales." "Casual sales" includes transactions 
by a civic, religious or fraternal organizat~on, 
which is not a registered retailer, at bazaars, 
fairs, rummage sales, picnics or similar events but 
not exceeding 8 days in a calendar year. The sale by 
a registered retailer of tangible personal property, 
which that retailer has used in the course of his or 
its business, is not a casual sale and is a retail 
sale subject to taxation under this Part, if that 
property is of a like character to that sold in the 
ordinary course of repeated and successive transac
tions. "Casual sale" 'shall not include any transac
tion in which tangible personal property is sold, 
transferred or offered for sale by a representative 
for the owner's account when such representative is a 
registered retailer, in which event such registered 
retailer shall have the same duties respecting such 
sale as if he had sold on his own account. "Retail 
sale" and "sale at retail" do not include the sale of 
tangible personal property which becomes an ingredi
ent or component part of, or which is consumed or de
stroyed or loses its identity in the manufacture of, 
tangible personal property for later sale or lease, 
other than lease for use in this State, but shall in
cl·ude fuel and electricity but shall not include 
electricity separately metered and consumed in any 
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electrolytic process for the manufacture of tangible 
personal property for later sale, nor any fuel oil or 
coal, the by-products from the burning of which be
come an ingredient or component part of tangible per
sonal property for later sale. "Retail sale" and 
"sale at retail" do not include the sale, to a person 
engaged in the business of ~enting automobiles, of 
automobiles, or integral parts thereof or accessories 
thereto, for rental or for use in an automobile 
rented, on a short-term basis. It shall be consid
ered that tangible personal property is "consumed or 
destroyed" or "loses its identity" in such manufac
ture, if it has a normal physical life expectancy of 
less than one year as a usable item in the use to 
which it is applied. "Retai 1 sale" or "sale at re
tail" do not include the sale of containers, boxes, 
crates, bags, cores, twines, tapes, bindings, 
wrappings, labels and other packing, packaging and 
shipping materials when sold to persons for use in 
packing, packaging or shipping tangible personal 
property sold by them or upon which they have per
formed the service of cleaning, pressing, dyeing, 
washing, repairing or reconditioning in their regular 
course of business and which are transferred to the 
possession of the purchaser of such tangible personal 
property. 

Sec. 3. 
read: 

36 MRSA §1754, sub-§9 is enacted to 

9. Extended cable television service. Every 
person furnishing extended cable television service. 

Sec. 4. 36 MRSA §1760, sub-§11 is repealed. 

Sec. 5. 36 MRSA §1760, sub-§36, as enacted by PL 
1975, c. 741, §33, is repealed. 

Sec. 6. 36 MRSA §1760, 
read: 

sub-§50 is enacted to 

50. Certain libraries. Sales to any nonprofit 
free public lending library which is funded in part 

.or wholly by the State or any political subdivision 
or the federal government. 

Sec. 7. 36 MRSA §1811, first ~, as amended by PL 
1977, c. 198, §6, is further amended to read: 

A tax is imposed at the rate of 5% on the value 
of all tangible personal property 8Re, on telephone 
and telegraph service and on extended GabIe televi
sion service sold at retail in this State, and upon 
the rental charged for living quarters in hotels, 
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rooming houses, tourist or trailer camps and the 
rental charged for automobiles rented on a short-term 
basis, other than a rental charged to a person en
gaged in the business of renting automobiles, mea
sured by the sale price, except as in chapters 211 to 
225 provided. Retailers shall pay such tax at the 
time and in the manner provided, and it shall be in 
addition to all other taxes. 

36 MRSA §4365, as amended by PL 1983, c. Sec. 8. 
477, Pt. F, sub-Pt. 2, is further amended to read: 

§4365. Rate of tax 

A tax is imposed on all cigarettes held in this 
State by any person for sale, Baiathe tax to be at 
the rate of i8 14 mills for each cigarette and the 
payment thereof to be evidenced by the affixing of 
stamps to the packages containing the cigarettes. If 
a federal program similar to that provided in Title. 
22, section 3185, becomes effective, this tax is re
duced by one mill for each cigarette. The Governor 
shall determine by proclamation when the federal pro
gram has become effective. Any cigarette on which a 
tax has been paid, such payment being evidenced by 
the affixing of such stamp, shall not be subject to a 
further tax under this chapter. Nothing contained in 
this chapter shall be construed to impose a tax on 
any transaction, the taxation of which by this State 
is prohibited by the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Each unclassified importer shall, within 24 hours 
after receipt of any unstamped cigarettes in this 
State, notify the State Tax Assessor of the number of 
cigarettes received, and the name and address of con
signor. The State Tax· Assessor thereupon shall noti
fy the unclassified importer of the amount of the tax 
due thereon, which shall be at the rate of i8 14 
mills per cigarette. Payment of the amount due the 
State shall be made within 10 days from mailing date 
of notice thereof. 

Sec. 9. 
c. 572, §l, 

36 MRSA §4641-A, as enacted by PL 1975, 
is amended to read: 

§464l-A. Rate of tax 

There is imposed a tax upon the privilege of 
transferring title to real property at the rate of 
55$ $1.10 for each $500 or fractional part thereof, 
of consideration therefor. The grantor shall be lia
ble for payment of sa~a the tax. 
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Sec. 10. 36 MRSA §4641-B, 5th ~,as amended by 
P&SL 197?, c. 78, §2l, is further amended to read: 

Each register of deeds shall, on or before the 
10th day of each month, pay over to the State Tax As
sessor 8S% 90% of the tax collected during the previ
ous month. The remaining ~S% 10% shall be retained 
for the county by the register of deeds and accounted 
for to the county treasurer as reimbursement for ser
vices rendered by the county in collecting the tax. 

Se~. 11. 36 MRSA §5102, sub-§ll, as amended by 
PL 1983, c. 855, §14, is further amended to read: 

11. Other terms. Any other term used in this 
Part has the same meaning as when used in a compara
ble context in the laws of the United States relating 
to federal income taxes, unless a different meaning_ 
is clearly required. Any reference in this Part to 
the laws of the United States shall be construed as a 
reference to the provisions of the United States In
ternal Revenue Code of 1954, and amendments thereto 
and other provisions of the laws of the United States 
relating to federal income taxes as of Jafi~a~~ 3~ 
~983 September I, 1984. This subsection shall be ef
fective as to items of income, deductions, loss or 
gain accruing in taxable years ending on or after 
January I, 1984 but only to the extent that those 
items have been earned, received, incurred or accrued 
on or after that effective date. Notwithstanding 
other provisions of this subsection, for taxable 
years ending in 1981 and 1982, any reference in this 
Part to the laws of the United States shall be con
strued as a reference to the provisions of the United 
States Internal Revenue Code of 1954, and amendments 
thereto and other provisions of the laws of the 
United States relating to federal income taxes as of 
December 31, 1981 for items of income, deductions, 
loss or gain earned, incurred or accrued within those 
taxable years. Notwithstanding other provisions of 
this subsection, for taxable years ending in 1983, 
any reference in this Part to the laws of the United 
States shall be construed as a reference to the pro
visions of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 
1954, and amendments thereto and other provisions of 
the laws of the United States relating to federal in
come taxes as of January 31, 1983 for items of in
come, deductions, loss or gain earned, incurred or 
accrued within those taxable years. 

Sec. 12. Appropriation. The following funds are 
appropriated 'from the General Fund to carry out the 
purposes of this Act. 



PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION, 
DEPARTMENT OF 

Bureau of Taxation 

Positions 
Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

TOTAL 

This appropriation 
provides funding to 
establish by ,January 
1, 1985, an audit job 
classification beyond 
that of senior reve
nue agent to support 
acquisition of 4 au
ditors who are certi
fied public accoun
tants to enhance the 
bureau's audit and 
collection capabili-
ties. 
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1984-85 

( 4) 
$90,000 
16,000 
2,000 

Sec. 13. Effective date. Section 9 of this Part 
shall be effective October 1, 1985. All other sec
tions shall be effective December 15, 1984. 

PART N 

Sec. 1. 30 MRSA §4863, sub-§l, as.amended by PL 
1983, c. 858, §1, is repealed and the following en
acted in its place: 

1. Districts. The governing body of a munici
pality may designate development districts within the 
boundaries of the municipality. Prior to designating 
a district, the governing body shall consult with the 
municipal planning agency or department and with an 
advisory board, if established under section 4870, 
and shall also hold at least one public hearing, no
tice of which shall be published at least 10 days 
prior to the hearing in a newspaper of general circu
lation within the municipality. 
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A. Not less than 25%, by area, of the real prop
erty within such district shall meet at least one 
of the following criteria: 

(1) Is a blighted area; 

(2) Is in need of rehabilitation or conser
vation work; or 

(3) Is suitable for industrial sites. 

B. The total area of a single development dis
trict shall not exceed 2% of the total acreage of 
the municipality and all development districts 
shall not exceed 5% of the total acreage of the 
municipality. The aggregate value of equalized 
taxable property of the district plus all exist
ing districts does not exceed 5% of the total 
value of equalized taxable property within the 
municipality. The boundaries of a district may 
be altered only after meeting the requirements 
for adoption under this subsection. 

C. The designation of captured assessed value of 
property within a development district shall be 
subject to the following limitations: 

(1) The annual increase in captured as
sessed value of property within development 
districts must not exceed $5,000,000 in any 
county; and 

(2) The annual increase in captured as
sessed value of property within development 
districts must not exceed $15,000,000 state
wide. The Director of the State Development 
Office shall promulgate any rules necessary 
to allocate or apportion the designation of 
captured assessed value of property within 
development districts in accordance with 
these limitations. 

D. Before final designation of a district, the 
Director of the State Development Office shall 
review the proposal to ensure that it is in com
pliance with statutory requirements and shall 
identify tax shifts within the county where the 
district will exist. A designation under this 
subsection shall be effective upon approval by 
the governing body of the municipality and the 
Director of the State Development Office. If the 
municipality has a charter, the designation shall 
be done in accordance with the provisions of the 
charter. 



PUBLIC LAWS, THIRD SPECIAL SESSION-1983 
4387 

CHAP. 859 

Sec. 2. 
PL 1983, c. 

30 MRSA §SOSS, sub-§4, ~B, as amended by 
858, §2, is further amended to read: 

B. Property tax burden. "Property tax burden" 
shall mean the total real and personal property 
taxes assessed in the most recently completed mu
nicipal fiscal year, except the taxes assessed 
f~em on captured value within a tax increment fi
nancing district, divided by the latest state 
valuation certified to the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §30S, sub-§l, as amended by pt 
1983, c. 858, §3, is further amended to read: 

1. Just value. Certify to the Secretary of State 
before the first day of February in the year of 'the 
regular session of the Legislature the equalized just 
value of all real and personal property in each mu
nicipality and unorganized place which is subject to 
taxation under the laws of this State, except cap
tured assessed value located within a tax increment 
financing district. Such equalized just value shall 
be uniformly assessed in each municipality and unor
ganized place and shall be based on 100% of the cur
rent market value. It shall separately show for each 
municipality and unorganized place the actual or es
timated value of all real estate which is exempt from 
property taxation by law or is the captured value 
within a tax increment financing district. The valu
ation as filed shall remain in effect until the next
valuation is filed and shall be the basis for the 
computation and apportionment of the state and county 
taxesi 

Sec. 4. 
858, §4, is 

36 MRSA §381, as amended by PL 1983, c. 
further amended to read: 

§381. State valuationi definitioni to be filed with 
Bureau of Taxation annuallYi abatement 

The term "state valuation" as used in reference 
to the unorganized territory in this Title, except in 
this chapter, means an annual valuation of all prop
erty subject to a Maine property tax but not taxable 
by a municipality. The annual valuation is to be 
completed by and on file in the office of the Bureau 
of Taxation prior to the assessment of the annual 
property tax in the unorganized territory. The annu
al valuation is t--o be based on the status of prope'rty 
on April 1st. In this chapter and outside of this Ti
tle, the term "state valuation" means the valuation 
filed with the Secretary of State pursuant to section 
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305, subsection 1, eRee~t ea~t~~ee va~~e ~eeatee 
w~tfi~fi a taR ~fie~emefit f~fiafie~fi~ e~5t~~et. 

Effective December 11, 1984. 

CHAPTER 860 
H.P. 1901 - L.D. 2496 

AN ACT to Create a Special Commission to 
Study the Implementation of Educational Reform. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis
lature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, educational reform measures are being 
considered and must be implemented now in order to 
improve the quality of education in Maine; and 

Whereas,- the implementation of educational reform 
measures necessarily involves additional costs; and 

Whereas, the impact of these additional costs 
needs to be carefully assessed to determine what they 
are and their impact on local communities; and 

Whereas, it is necessary to begin to assess these 
costs now rather than to wait until the local commu
nities have felt the brunt of their burden; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preser
vation of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §256, sub-§l, as amended by PL 
1983, c. 859, Pt. B., §3, is further amended to 
read: 

1. Report to Governor and Legislature. -The com
missioner shall prepare and deliver to the Governor 
and Legislature an annual report on the status of 
public education in the State, including any sugges
tions and recommendations to improve public educa
tion. 


