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The mbneys appropriated under the Act shall be used to hire 2 unclassified
employees, one of whom shall be an administrative person and the other shall be a
clerical person to carry out the purpose of this Act.

Sec. 4. Effective date. This Act shall take effect 90 days following final
adjournment of the Legislature, except that the provisions of Title 10, sections
1415 and 1420 shall be suspended until March 1, 1980. All standards, rules and
regulations promulgated under Title 10, chapter 214 shall be presented to the Joint
Standing Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, and Title 10, sections 1415
and 1420 shall remain suspended until the committee has completed a review of
these standards, rules and regulations. All standards, rules and regulations
promulgated under Title 10, chapter 214 and reviewed by the committee shall
thereafter be in effect until 90 days after the date of adjournment of the next
regular session of the Legislature unless the next regular session shall adopt by
legislative enactment the standards, rules, regulations or amendments thereto.

Effective September 14, 1979 unless otherwise indicated

CHAPTER 504

H. P. 1163 — L. D. 1468

AN ACT to Allow the Board of Environmental Protection to Regulate Activities
Affecting Sand Dunes under the Alteration of Coastal Wetlands Program.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:
Sec. 1. 38 MRSA § 471, as enacted by PL 1975, ¢. 595, § 3, is amended to read:

§ 471 Prohibitions

No individual person firm—eorporation, municipatity: state-ageney or—other
legal-entity shall dreédge or cause to be dredged, drain or cause to be drained, fill

or cause to be filled or erect or cause to be erected a causeway, bridge, marina,
whart, dock or other permanent structure in, on or over any coastal wetland; or
bulldoze, remove, add or displace sand, or build any permanent structure in, on or
over any coastal sand dune without first obtaining a permit therefor from the
Board of Environmental Protection or a municipality acting under the provisions
of sections 473 and 474; nor shall any action be taken in violation of the conditions
of such permit, once obtained.

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA § 472, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 595, § 3, is repealed and the
following enacted in its place:

§ 472. Definition
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As used in the alteration of coastal wetlands law, unless the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms shall have the following meanings.

1. Coastal sand dunes. ‘‘Coastal sand dunes’”’ are sand deposits within a
marine hbeach system above high tide including, but not limited to, beach berms,
frontal dune ridges, back dune areas and other sand areas deposited by wave or
wind action. Coastal sand dunes may extend into the coastal wetlands.

2. Coastal wetlands. ‘‘Coastal wetlands’’ are all tidal and subtidal lands
including all areas below any identifiable debris line left by tidal action, all areas
with vegetation present that is tolerant of salt water and occurs pfimarily in a salt
water habitat, and any swamp, marsh, bog, beach, flat or other contiguous
lowland which is subject to tidal action or normal storm flowage at any time
excepting periods of maximum storm activity. Coastal wetlands may include
portions of coastal sand dunes. ;

Sec. 3. 38 MRSA § 474, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 595, § 3, is repealed and the
following enacted in its place:

§ 474, Permits; standards

1. Wetlands Permit. If the applicant for the wetlands permit demonstrates to
the satisfaction of the board or municipality as appropriate, that the proposed
activity will not unreasonably interfere with existing recreational and
navigational uses; nor cause unreasonable soil erosion; nor unreasonably
interfere with the natural flow of any waters; nor unreasonably harm wildlife or
freshwater, estuarine or marine fisheries; nor lower the quality of any waters, the
board or municipality shall grant the permit upon such terms as are necessary to
insure that the proposed activity will comply with the foregoing standards.

Within 30 days after receipt of a completed application for a permit, the board or
municipality shall either issue the permit or deny the permit setting forth the
reasons therefor or order a hearing thereon within 30 days of the order for which
hearing adequate public notice shall be given. Within 30 days after the
adjournment of such hearing, the board or municipality shall either issue the
permit or deny the permit setting forth the reasons therefor. In the event that a
permit applied for is denied either by the municipality or the board, the applicant
may request a hearing before either of the above with reasonable public notice
given.

The board shall issue no permit without notifying the municipality in which the
proposed alteration is to occur and considering any comments filed within a
reasonable period by said municipality.

No permit issued by a municipality shall become effective until 30 days
subsequent to its issuance, but if approved by the board in less than 30 days then
the effective date shall be the date of approval. A copy of the application for the
permit and the permit issued by the municipality shall be sent to the board
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immediately upon its issuance by registered mail. The board shall review such
permit and either approve, deny or modify it as it deems necessary. Failure of the
board to act within 30 days of the receipt of the permit by the municipality shall
constitute its approval and the permit shall be effective as issued,

When winter conditions prevent the board or municipality from evaluating a
permit application, the board or municipality, upon notifying the applicant of such
fact, may defer action on the application for a reasonable period. The applicant
shall not during the period of deferral fill or cause to be filled, dredge or cause to
be dredged, drain or cause to be drained or otherwise alter such coastal wetland.

2. Sand dunes permit. If the applicant for a sand dunes permit demonstrates
to the satisfaction of the board or municipality, as appropriate, that the proposed
activity will not unreasonably interfere with existing recreational or wildlife
uses; unreasonably interefere with the natural supply or movement of sand within
or to the sand dune system; unreasonably increase the erosion hazard to the sand
dune system; or cause an unreasonable flood hazard to structures built in, on or
over any coastal sand dune or neighboring property, the board or municipality
shall grant the permit upon such terms as are necessary to insure that the
proposed activity will comply with the foregoing standards.

3. Single permit. In the event that a project affects both wetland areas and
sand dune areas, the board or municipality, as appropriate, shall grant a single

permit upon such terms as are necessary to comply with the foregoing standards.

Effective September 14, 1979

CHAPTER 505
S. P. 495 — L. D. 1556

AN ACT Coordinating Regional and Intercity Public Transportation Programs.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become
effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, many state residents, including low income, elderly and handicapped
persons, are unserved or underserved by low cost public transportation; and

Whereas, federal funds are immediately available that will enable the State to
coordinate and expand its programs that address the growing need for public
transportation; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency
within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace,
health and safety; now, therefore,



