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CHAP. 332 PUBLIC LAWS. 1979 

Sec. 5. 30 MRSA § 4865, sub-§ 2, as enacted by PL 1977. c. 397. is amended by 
adding a t the end the following new sentence: 

The cost of maintenance and operation shall be in addition to the cost of 
maintenance and operation already being performed by the municipality within 
the district at the time of the adoption of the development district. 

Sec. 6. 30 MRSA § 4865, sub-§ 3-A is enacted to read: 

3-A. Apportionment formula. A municipality may adopt ordinances 
apportioning the value of improvements within a development district according 
to a formula that reflects actual benefits which accrue to the various properties 
by reason of the development and maintenance. 

Sec. 7. 30 MRSA § 4869, as enacted by PL 1977. c. 397, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

§ 4869. Administration 

The governing body of a municipality may create a department, designate an 
existing department, office, agency, municipal housing or redevelopment 
authority, or enter into a contractual arrangement with a private entity to 
administer activities authorized under this subchapter. 

Sec. 8. 30 MRSA § 4870, first sentence, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 397, is amended 
to read: 

The governing body of the municipality sfia-l.l may create an advisory board a 
majority of whose members must consist of owners or occupants of real property 
located in or adjacent to the development district which they serve. 

Effective September 14, 1979 

CHAPTER 332 

S. P. 549 - L. D. 1611 

AN ACT Concerning Assistance to Blind or Disabled Voters in Marking Ballots. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. 21 MRSA § 862, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975, c. 761. ~ :35. is 
a mended to rea d : 

§ 862. Assistance 
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A voter who is unable to read or mark his ballot because of blindness or other 
physical disability or because of illiteracy or whose religious faith prevents him 
from marking the ballot may obtain assistance in marking the ballot from 2 
election officials or from the voter's father. mother. brother. sister. husband. 
wife. son or daughter. as seleeted-b;v-the voter or from a person selected by the 
voter with the approval-Bf-an election official. provided tha t such aide is of voting 
age and that no candidate for election shall act as aide. When the assistance of 
election officials is requested. the warden shall designate 2 election officials 
representing different political parties. but in primary elections representing the 
same political party as the voter. When 2 such eleetion officials assist a-vcler-; 
they shall mark the ballot or-a-ssist the voter in doing so \vitOOttt-a-ttempting to 
influence his vete:-They shall 'Nrite on the outside of the baliot-tft..a.t:--tt-was-+f!-aFk.ed 
b;v-them or by the voter ',Vitll their assistance and shall sign their names. When-a-n 
aide. as described in this section. assists a voter. the warden shall write on the 
Otltside of the ballot tha t it -w-as-marlced by sueh aide or by the voter \VAA-sttefl 
aide's assistance and shall vvrite the aide's name. In addition. the aide shaJ+-.s.ign 
his naffie;-

Sec. 2. 21 MRSA § 1253, sub-§ 2-A, as enacted by PL 1977. c. 496. ~ 25. is 
amended to read: 

2-A. Assistance to certain voters. A person who is unable to read or complete 
his application because of blindness or other physical disability or because 01 
illiteracy or whose religious faith prevents him from completing the application 
may request his father. mother. brother. sister. husband. wife. ~ 
jtts-ttee of the peace. notary public. dedimus justiee. clerk or deput:,· clerl, or a 
munieipa~ or clerk of courts. provided that sueh aide iG of voting age any 
person to read the application to him or sign it. or both. accorciing to his 
instructions or to assist him in signing the application, provided that aide is of 
voting age. When such an aide assists a person in this way. tha t aide shall write on 
the application that he has so assisted the person in signing the application. the 
reason such person was unable to complete or sign. or bOlh. the application. anc! 
shall sign his name. 

Sec, 3. 21 MRSA § 1254, sub-§ 6, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975. c. 76l. 
~ 42. is amendeci to read: 

6. Assistance. A voter who is unable to read or to mark his ballot because or 
blindness or other physical disability or because of illiteracy or whose religious 
faith prevents him from marking the ballot may request one of the officials listed 
in subsection 1 or the voter's father. mother. brother. sister. husband. wife. son 01' 

daughter -as--llie voter may select. provided that such aide is of voting age any 
person to read the ballot to him and mark it according to the voter's instructions 
or to assist the voler in marking the ballot, provided that aide is of voting age. The 
official may. at the request of such voter. complete and sign the affidavit on the 
envelope. When such official or such an aide assists a voter in this way. the official 
shall write on the envelope that he or an aide marked the ballot or assisted the 
voter in marking the ballot and. if an aide. shall write the aide's name. In addition. 
the aide shall sign his name. 

Effective September 14, 1979 


