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PUBLIC LAWS, 1979 

CHAPTER 169 

S. P. 207 - L. D. 580 

229 
CHAP. 169 

AN ACT to Permit Juvenile Offenders who are Deaf or Mute, or Both, to be 
Committed to the Maine Youth Center. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become 
effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, at the present time there is a statutory prohibition against committing 
deaf or mute juvenile offenders to the Maine Youth Center; and 

Whereas, this prohibition forces commitment of deaf or mute juvenile offenders 
to other institutions, such as mental health institutes, which are incapable of 
properly supervising these juvenile offenders; and 

Whereas, the Maine Youth Center can provide proper supervision for these 
juvenile offenders; and 

Whereas, it is imperative that commitment o~ these juvenile offenders t~ ~he 
Maine Youth Center be permitted as soon as pOSSIble to enable proper supervIsIOn 
to begin; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the ~eg.islature, t~ese facts cre~te an emerge~cy 
within the meaning of the ConstitutIOn of Mame an~ reqmre the ~ollowmg 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preservatIOn of the public peace, 
health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

15 MRSA § 2714, 2nd sentence, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975, c. 538, § 9, 
is amended to read: 

All commitments of such children shall be until the age of 21, and discharge from 
the center shall be in accordance with section 2718; but no child shall be 
committed who is deaf, mute blind or a proper subject for the Augusta Mental 
Health Institute, the Bangor Mental Health Institute or the Pineland Center. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act 
shall take effect when approved. 

Effective May 3, 1979 


