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CONSTITUTIONAL RESOLUTIONS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 
AS PASSED BY THE 

One Hundred and Sixth Legislature 

AT THE 

SPECIAL SESSION 
January 2,1974 

to 

March 29, 1974 

Supplementary to the Acts and Resolves of the Regular Session 

CHAPTER 3 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Eliminate 
the Three-month Voting Residenc.e Requirement Following a Change of 
Residence Within the State. 

Constitutional amendment. RESOLVED: Two-thirds of each branch of 
the Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution 
of this State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article II, Section I, amended. The first sentence of Section 
J of Article II of the Constitution is amended to read as follows: 

Every citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years and upwards, 
excepting persons under guardianship for reasons of mental illness, having 
his or her residence established in this State, shall be an elector for Governor, 
Senators and Representatives, in the city, town or plantation where his ,)1' 

her residence has been established, fH't4 h~ er ~ ~ ee-trHffite te fi.e fttt 

e+eeti* itt Sttffl ~, tswft er plaHtGtiott ~ ~ ~ &f ~ ffiOHtR9 a#er 
tM~ er ~ ~ftH'¥'ftt thereffoffi if he or she continues to reside in this State 
tffiflttg stteft t*fl€ffi., unless barred by the provisions of the secone! paragraph 
of this section; and the elections shall be by written ballot. 
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CHAP. 4 CONSTITUTIONAL RESOLUTIONS, 1973 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re­
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the asses­
sors of the several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to 
notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet 
in .the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of 
said inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next 
general election in the month of November to give in their votes upon the 
amendment proposed in the foregoing resolution. and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
Legislature to eliminate the three-month voting residence requirement fol­
lowing a change of residence within the State?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot 
on said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against 
1 he words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be 
received, sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation 
meetings and returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same 
manner as votes for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Gov­
ernor and Council shall review the same, and if it shall appear that a majority 
of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amendment. the 
Governor shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation. and the 
amendment shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a 
part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
~tate shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations 
hallots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolution, accom­
panied by a copy thereof. 

Effective June 28, 1974 

CHAPTER 4 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Provide for 
Appointment of Justices of the Peace and Notaries Public to an Initial 
Term by the Gov,ernor with the Approval of the Executive Council and for 
Additional Terms of These Officers to be by Renewal of Commission, as 
Provided by Law. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the 
Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of 
this State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article V, Part First, Section 8, amended. Section 8 of Part 
First of Article V of the Constitution is amended to read as follows: 

Section 8. To nominate officers. He shall nominate, and, with the advice and 
consent of the Council, appoint all judicial officers (except judges of probate), 
coroners, and notaries public, except that he shall appoint justices of the peace 
and notaries public for an initial term only, and additional terms of these 
officers shall be by renewal of commission, as provided by law; and he shall 
also nominate, and with the advice and consent of the Council, appoint all 
other civil and military officers, whose appointment is not by this Constitu-




