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of lists of votes shall be sealed and returned to the secretary's office in the same 
manner and at the same time as those for Senators. The Secretary of State for 
the time being shall, on the first Wednesday of January then next, lay the lists 
returned to the secretary's office before the Senate and House of Representa­
tives to be by them examined, together with the ballots cast if they so elect, and 
they shall determine the number of votes duly cast for the office of Governor, and 
in case of a choice by plurality of all of the votes returned they shall declare 
and publish the same. If there shall be a tie between the two persons having 
the largest number of votes for Governor, the House of Representatives and the 
Senate meeting in joint session, and each member of said bodies having a single 
vote, shall elect one of said two persons having so received an equal number of 
votes and the person so elected by the Senate and House of Representatives 
shall be declared the Governor.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the 
several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify the in­
habitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in -the manner 
prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants 
for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general election in 
the month of November, to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed 
in the foregoing resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Leg­
islature designating procedure for determining the eleotion of Governor?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on 
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ba110ts shall be received, 
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and 
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes 
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and Council 
shall count the same, and if it shall appear ,that a majority of the inhabitants 
voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall forth­
with make Imown the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall there­
upon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a par't of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations bal­
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied 
by a copy thereof. 

Effective September 21. 1963 

Chapter 119 

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Clarifying Provisions 
Governing Assumption of Office of Governor by the pJ'esident of the Senate 
or the Speaker of the House. 
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Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the Leg­
islature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of this 
State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article V, Part First, Section 14, amended. Seotion 14 of Part 
First of Article V of the Constitution, as amended, is further amended to read 
as follows: 

'Section 14. Whenever the office of the Governor shall become vacant e;. 
4ea4, t'esignation, re~ Hem e4Heo er e#t~, the President of the Sen­
ate shall assume the office of Governor until another Governor shall be duly 
qualified, Hr ~ e¥eH-t: s-t:teh. When the vacancy occurs Hef ±est; more than 
ninety days immediatoly preceding the date of the iwimat'ies primary election 
for nominating candidates to be voted for at the biennial election next succeed­
ing, the President of the Senate shall ffifOreise assume the office of Governor 
until the first 'Wednesday of January following s-t:teh the biennial election. At 
s-t:teh the biennial eleotion, a Governor shall be elected to fill the unexpired term 
created by s-t:teh the vacancy~. When the vacancy s*a±l htwe oeel:lHed 
occurs less than ninety days ~ediatel~y preceding the date of er a#er s-t:teh 
:J:3riR'lat'ies, Hr whteh eaee a primary election the ~ President of the Senate 
shall fill the unexpired tennt aed Hr ease ~ the 4ea4, resignation, r~ 
H:etn emeo er e#ter disEt<lalilleation ~ ~ :J:3resident ~ ~ seHftte, s-e ~­
ing ~ e4Heo ~ gO'iemOl', ~ s:J:3eakm' '* ~ heHse ~ re:J:3resentatives s*a±l 
ffifOreise tIte omes, Hntil a :J:3resident ~ t!Te senate s*a±l Ha¥e .aeen eHes.en, aed 
when ~ emee ~ govemot', :J:3t'esident of ~ seHftte, aed S:J:3Oa*er '* ~ heHse 
sAAl± l3eeoffiO ¥aeant, Hr ~ reee55 '* ~ seHftte, ~ persen, aetHrg as seef€­

tary '* s-tate fer ~ titHe -6eHrg, sAAl± ~ l*0elamation een¥ene ~ senate, 
that a :J:3resident may .ae e:ae.sen te ffifOreis-e ~ e4Hee ~ ge¥erner. 

Whenever the offices of Governor and President of the Senate are vacant at 
the same time, the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall assume the 
office of Governor for the same term and under the same conditions as the 
President of the Senate. 

Whenever the offices of Governor, President of the Senate and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives are vacant at the same time, the person acting 
as Secretary of State for the time being shall exercise the office of Governor and 
shall forthwith by proclamation convene the Senate and the House of Represent­
atives which shall fill respectively the vacancies in the office of the President 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, and by joint ballot of the Senators 
and Representatives in convention choose a person who shall assume the office 
of Governor for the same term and under the same conditions as the President 
of the Senate. And wHene¥8r Whenever either <tIle President of the Senate or 
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall s-e onereise assume said office of 
Governor, he shall receive only the compensation of Governor, but his duties as 
President or Speaker shall be suspended; and the Senate or House shall fill 
the vacancy resulting from such suspension, until his duties as Governor shall , 
cease. 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the 
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several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify the in 
habitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the manner 
presoribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants 
for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general election in 
the month of November, to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed 
in the foregoing resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Leg­
islature Clarifying Provisions Governing Assumption of Office of Governor by 
the President of the Senate or the Speaker of the House?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on 
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received, 
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and 
mturns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes 
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and ,the Governor and Council 
shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants 
voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall forth­
with make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall there­
upon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the SeoretalY of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations bal­
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied 
by a copy thereof. 

Effective Septembel' 21. 1963 


