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SETTLEMENT OF SUITS 

PUBLIC, 1945 

101 

CHAP. 62 

cases the consent to adoption hereinbefore provided for may be given by 
such incorporated society, asylum, or home, or state department of health 
and welfare, and the consent of the parents or parent of said child sh.all not 
be required.' 

Effective July 21, 1945 

Chapter 61 

AN ACT Relating to Witnesses Summoned to Appear Before the State 
Liquor Commission. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 57, § 6, sUb-:§ XVII, amended. Subsection XVII of section 6 
of chapter 57 of the revised statutes is hereby amended by adding at the 
end thereof the following: 

'Whoever, having been summoned as a witness by any member of the com­
mission to appear before the commission, without reasonable cause fails 
to appear at the time and place designated in the subpoena or summons 
shall be punished, on complaint or indictment by a :tine of not more than 
$100, or by imprisonment for less than 1 year.~ 

Effective July 21, 1945 

Chapter 62· 

AN ACT Relating to Settlement of Suits. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 145, § 31, amended. Section 3I of chapter I45 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 3I. Settlement of suit not to be valid unless approved by court; 
authority of court. No settlement of any suit brought in behalf of an in­
Jant by next friend or defended on his behalf by guardian or guardian ad 
litem shall be valid unless approved by the court in which the action is 
pending, or to which the' writ is returnable, or affirmed by an entry or 
judgment. The court may make all necessary orders for protecting the 



102 DETERMINATION OF :MENTALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN 

CHAP. 63 PUBLIC, 1945 

interests of the infant, and may require the guardian ad litem or next 
friend to give bond to truly account for all money received in behalf of the 
infant.' 

EffectiVe July 21, 1945 

Chapter 63 

"AN ACT Relating to the Determination of Mentally Defective Children. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S.,C. 133, § 6, amended. Section 6 of chapter 133 of the revised stat­
utes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 6. Powers of the court in juvenile cases. A municipal court may 
place children under the age of 17 years under the supervision, care, and 
control of a probation officer or an agent of the department of health and 
welfare or may order the child to be placed in a suitable family home sub­
ject to ~he supervision of a probation officer or the department of health 
and welfare or may commit such child" to the department of health and 
welfare or make such other disposition as may seem best for the interests 
of the child and for the protection of the community including holding such 
child for the grand jury or commitment of such child to the Pownal State 
School upon certification of 2 physicians who are graduates of some legally 
organized medical college and have practiced 3 years in this state, that such 
child is mentally defective and that his or her mental age is +:e ~ €H' 

~ not greater than :y.i of subject's life age nor under 3 years, or to the 
state" school for boys or state school for girls; but no boy shall be com­
mitted to the state school for boys who is under the age of I I years and no 
girl shall be committed to the state school for girls who is under the age of 
9 years, and no municipal court shall sentence a child under the age of 17 

, years to jail, reformatory, or prison; any child or his" next friend or guar­
dian may appeal to the superior court in the same county in the same 
manner as in criminal appeals, and the" court may accept the personal 
recognizance of such child, next friend, or guardian, and said superior c,ourt 
may either affirm such sentence or order of commitment or make" such 
other disposition of the case as may be for the best interests of such child 
and for the peace and welfare of the community.' 

Effective July 21, 1945 
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