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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU. 97 
CHAP. 129 

Whereas, the present laws of the State of Maine do not provide adequate 
punishment and penalties for the commission of such wilful and wanton 
acts, and, 

Whereas, the public peace, health and safety render the provisions of 
the following act in the opinion of the legislature to be an emergency 
rendering the passage of said act immediately necessary for the preserva
tion of the public peace, health and safety, now therefore, 

Be it enacted bjl the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 129, § 4, relating to malicious mischiefs to property 
of water systems, amended. Section four of chapter one hundred twenty
nine of the revised statutes is hereby amended by striking out a11 of said 
section and substituting therefor the fo11owing, so that said section as 
amended sha11 read: . 

'Sec. 4. Public buildings, wharves, fortifications, etc., included; penalty 
increased. ·Whoever knowingly and wilfully destroys or injures any public 
building, armory, breast work, trench, fortification, wharf, pier or dock 
or whoever knowingly and wilfully destroys or injures any property, 
conduit, pipe line, reservoir, structure or apparatus used in supplying 
water to the public or to any portion thereof, shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for any term of 
years.' 

Sec. 2. Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble this act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved March 29, 1917. 

Chapter 129. 
An Act to Establish a Legislative Reference Bureau In the State Library. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. State librarian to establish legislative reference bureau. The 
state librarian is hereby authorized to establish in the state library a legis
lative reference bureau which shall collect, arrange, and place on file books, 
pamphlets and other material relating to legislation, shall prepare abstracts 
of laws in other states and present such other information as may be 
useful and necessary to the legislature in the performance of its legislative 
duties. 

Sec 2. May incur expense and employ assistance. The state librarian 
shall employ such assistance and incur such expense as may be necessary 
for the proper administration of the bureau. 

Approved March 29, 1917. 


