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COUNTY TAXES-ACCIDENTS ON RAILROADS. 

Clm)Dtel' 119. 
An Act relating to the assessment of the County Taxes in the severul OQlluti8S 101' the yeur 

eighteen hundred and ninety-ollc. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative& 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SEOT. 1. The county tax for the year eighteen hundred 
and ninety-one shall ue assessed during the month of April, 
upon the state valuation, adopted and fixed by the legislature 
in the year eighteen hundred alld ninety-one. All cOllnty 
taxes assessed or that may be assessed in the year eighteen 
hundred andllinety-one, upon any other valuation, are hereby 
declared void. 

SEOT. 2. This act shall take effect when approved. 

Approved March 30, 1891. 

An Aet to amend section one hundred and twenty-six of chapter fifty.one of the Revised 
Stat.utes, fiB amended by chaptel',three hundred and twenty-one of Public Laws of eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five, relating to Accidents on Railroads. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Legislatu'l'e assembled, aB follows: 

SEOT. 1. Section one hundred twenty-six of chapter fifty­
one of the revised statutes, alld chapter L1nee hundred twenty­
one of the laws of eighteen hundred eighty-five, amending 
the same, are hereby repealed. 

SEOT. 2. 'Whenever a I:lerious accident occurs within the 
state to any passenger or freight train on any railroad, 
whether any person be fatally injmed 01' otherwise, notice 
thereof shall be given immediately by telegraph, if practica­
ble, otherwise in writing, hy the officers of the company 
operatiug the railroad on which the accident occlll'red, to the 
raill'Oad cotllmissioners. 

SEOT. 3. In the event of allY such accident, the railroad 
commissionerl:l, or the chairman thereof, shall, if they or he 
deem the puhlic interests require it, cause an investigation to 
be made forthwith by the board, which investigation I:lhall 
be held in the locality of the accident, unless, fOl' reasons 
touching the convenience of all concerned, the commisl:;ioners 
shall order it to be eotllmenced at some othet· place; but in 
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either case, the investigation may be adjourned to some other _C_H_A_P_. _1_2_0 
suitable and convenient place. The board or the chai.rman 
thereof, shall seasonably notify the officers of the company, and 
also, if the accident shall have resulted fatally to one or more 
persons, the county attorney of the county where the accident 
occurred, of the time and place of the investigation. The 
board shall have power to issue subpoenas for witnesses, and 
the testimony of each witness shall be taken before a sworn 
stenographer and written out in full and signed by the wit-
ness either at the time of the investigation, or as soon there-
after as practicable. Prefixed to his signatnrc shall be a 
statement that the deposition has been carefully read by the 
witness, or carefully read to him, befol'e signing. Immediately 
after the investigation the board shall make a special report, 
stating what it finds to he the cause of the accident, transmit 
copins thereof to such county attorney, and the raill'Oad cor-
poration concerned, and publish the same in its annual report. 
The taxablc costs of the investigation shall be made up and 
certified to the governor and council by the board, and the 
same shall be paid by the state. 'Witnesses in all such cases 
shall be allowed the same fees as in the supreme judicial 
court. 

SECT. 4. 'V"henever, in consequence of any such accident 
having resulted fatally to one or morc persons, notice shall 
have been given by the board or the chairman thereof to the 
county attorney of its intention to investigate as hcrein pro­
VIded, the authority of all coroners over the case shall cease; 
and thereafter, no coronel' nor any jury snmmoned by him, 
shall proceed further with reference thereto. 

SECT. 5. Any corporation, 01' pel'son interested in the 
subject matter of the investigation, may be present and heard 
at tbe same, either in person or by counsel, and with 
wi.tnesses and other proofs; and shall he entitled to the aid of 
the board in securing the attendance of witnesses, the fees of 

-shull make 
special report. 

-costs, how 
paid. 

,Vhen acci,lent 
l'esulls fatally J 
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snch witnesses, nevertheless, to he paid by the corporation -fees, how 
paid. 

or person securing their attendance, except so till' as the 
board shall find that justice requires that the same shall be 
paid by the state; and such corporation or person shall be 
entitled to a copy of the whole or ariy portion of the proceed-
ings or report of the board, and of the evidence taken by it" 
on paying the reasonable cost of making the same. 

Approved :!.hrch 31, 1891. 


