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BETIIEL WATER COUPANY, 

An Act to incorporate the Bethel Water Company. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HOll8e of Rep}'e8entatz've8 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 2. William E. Skillings, Addison E. Herrick, 
Enoch Foster, Samuel D. Philbrook, Enoch "T. V{oodhIll'Y, 
Gideon A, Hastings, Gilman P. Bean llnd CeylDn Rowe, 
with their as"'ociates and Sllccessors, arc hereby made a 
corporation, by the name of the Bethel "Vater Company, for 

the purpose of conveying to nnd supplying the villages of 
Bethel Hill, Mayville and vicinity, including the Steam :Mill 
district, all in Bethel, in the county of Oxf(1l'fl, with pure 

wnter. 
SECT. 2. Said corporation for said purposes, may holrl 

real and personal estate neeessary llnd conVOni!llt therefor, 
not exceeding sixty th'lusand dollar::>. 

SECT. 3. Said cfll'poration is herehy anthOl'izecl, for the 
plll'poses aforesaid, to tal,e, detain and lise the water of 

Chapman brook, so called, and all streams tributary thereto 
or running therefrom, in tllP towns of Bethel and Newry, 
county of Oxtilrd, and is also authorized 1.) erect anel main
tain reservoirs and dams, and lay down and maint/lin pipes 
and aqueducts necessary for the proper accumulating, 
conducting, disohal'ging, distributing and disposing of wllter, 
and forming pl'Oper reservoirs therefor; and said corporation 
mny take Ilnd hold by pUl'C.:hase Ot' olherwi8e, any lands 01' 

real estnte necessary therefor, and mny excavate through any 
lands, when neceslmry fot, the purposes of this incOl'poration. 

SECT. 4. Said corporation shall be held liable to pay all 

damages that shall be sustained by any persoll hy the taking 
of any land or olher property, 01' by flowage, or by excavat

ing through any land for the purpose of laying down pipes 
and aqueducts, building dnms and reservoirs, and also 
damages for any other injuries resulting from said acts; and 
if Hny pet'Son sustaining damage as aforesaid, and said cor
pomtion cannot lllutually agree upon the sum to be paid 
therefor, such person may cause his damages to be ascer
tained in the same manner and under the same conditions, 
restrictions and limitations as are by law prescribed in the 
case of damages, by the laying out of railroads. 
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SECT. 5. The capitul stock of said corporation shall be CHAP. 378 
. ]. h Capital Btock, forty thousand dollurs, which may be Increasec to SIxty t ou-

sand dollars by a votc of said corpomtiol1, and said stock 
shall be divilled into share:,; of fifty dollar,,; each. 

SECT. G. Said COl'po1'lltion i8 hel'eb'y authorized to lay 
down, in and through the streets and ways in said town of 
Bethel, and to take up, replace and l'epaie all such pipes, 
nqlleducts and fixtures as may bc nece8sllry for the purposes 
of their incOI'poration undel' slleh reasonable restrietiol1s as 
Illay be impo,;ed by the selectmen of said town. And said 
eOl'porntiol1 shall he respon8ible for all damages to persons 
and property oceasioned by tho u:,;e of sueh SLl'eets and ways, 
and shall flll'ther be liable to pay to said tOlVn all sums re-
eoverod agllinst ~aiJ tolVn for damages from ohstruetion 
enused by :,;aid corpomtiun, and for all oxpenses, ineluding 
reasonable counsel fees, incul'l'ed in defendillg such suits with 
intere8t on the same. 

SECT. 7. Saiel corporation is hereby authorized to make 
contracts with said town of Bethel, Bethel Village Corpora
tion, and with othel' eorpomtiolls and individuai8 for the pur-
poses of supplying water as contemplated by said act; and 
said town of Bethel, by its selectmen, anel saiel Bethel Village 
Corporntion, by its assessors, are hOl'ehy authOl'ized to enter 
into contracts with said eompany for the supply of water, 
:111d for such exemption from public blll'den as said town and 
Bethel Village Corporation and said eOlllpany ma'y agree 
upon, whieb, when made shall be legal aml binding upon all 
parties thereto. 

SECT. 8. Said corpol'Ution shall have power to eross any 
water eourse, private or pubJie 8cwer or to ehallge the direc
tion thereof when neCeS:ilHI'y for the purposes of their incor

poration, hut in sueh manuel' as not to obstruct 01' impair the 
lise thereof; and saiel eorporntion I:lhall be liable for lll1y injl1l'y 
enused thereby. vYhenever the said company shnillay down 
any pipes in any street, 01' make alterations or repairs npon 
its works in any street, it shall CHuse the same to be done 
with ns little ohstl'llOtion to public travel as may be practica-
ble, allll shall at its own expense, without unnecessary delay, 
cause the earth and pavements reUloved by it to be replaced 
in propel' condition. 
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BETHEL WATER COMPANY. 

SECT. 9. Said corporation is authorized to lay and main
tain its pipes nnder, in, 01' over the Androscoggin river and 
to build and maintain all necessary structures theref01', 

SECT, 10. Any person who shall wilfully injure any of 
the property of said corporation, or who shall knowingly 
corrupt the waters of the said Chapman brook or any of its 
tributary streams in any manner whatever, or render them 
impure whether the same be frozen or not, or who shall throw 

the carcasses of dead animals or other offensive matter into 
said waters, or who shall wilfully destroy 01' injure any dam, 
reservoir, aqneduct, pipe, hydmnt or other property held or 
owned by said corporation for the purposes of this act, shall 

be punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or 
by imprisonment not less than one year, and shall be liable 
to said corporation for three times the actullI damage, to he 
recovered in any propel' action, 

SECT, 11. Said corpomtioll may issue its bonds for the 
constrllction of its works, lipan such rates and times as it may 
deem expedient. not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, and 
seCllre the same by mortgage of the franchise und property of 
said compnny. 

SECT, 12, III case the works of this corporation shall 
not have been put into actual operation within fOllr years from 

the dttte of the approval of this act, the rights Hnd privileges 
herein granted shall be null and void. 

SECT, 13, The first meeting of said corporation may be 
ca11ed by a written llotice thereof, signed by any five cor
pOl'lltors herein named, served upon each corporator by giv
ing him the same in hand, or by leaving the sallle at his 

last usual place of' abode seven days hefore the time of meet
ing, 

SECT. 14, This nct shall take effect when appt'oved. 

Al'l'l'oved February 10, 1889, 


