
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



AOTS AND RESOLVES 

OF THE 

SIXTY -SEOOND LEGISLATURE 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE. 

1885. 

Published by the Secretary of State, agreeably to Resolves of June 28, 1820, 
February 18, 1840, and Mllfoh 16, 1842. 

AUGUSTA: 
SPRAGUE & SON, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

1885. 



PRIVATE AND SPECIAL LAWS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE. 

1885. 



598 
CHAP. 438 

BIDDEFORD AND SACO RAILROAD COMPANY. 

An Act to incorporato the Biddoford and Saoo Railroad Company, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Iioase of Representatives 
in Legislatlwe assembled, as follows: 

Corpo,'ators. SECT. l. Stephen F. Shaw, EsretI' H, Banks, Francis G. 
vYarren, Simon Newcomb, Charles A. Moody, Charles H. 
Prescott, Carlos Heard, Zopher R, Folsom, .Toseph vI'. Hob
son, ,Toseph F. Dearing, Joseph G, Deering, Horace vYoodman 
and Stephen S, Mitchell, their associates and successors, are 

Corporate name. hereby constituted a corporation by the name of the Biddeford 
and Saco Railroad Company, with authority to construct, 
maintain and use, a railroad to be operated by horse power, 
with convenient single 01' douhle tJ'acks, fl'Olll such point 01' 

Route. points in the city of' Biddeford, and over such streets and 
bridges therein. as shall from time to time, be fixed and 
determined by the municipal officers of said city of Biddeford 
and assented to i.n writ.ing by the directors of said corporation, 
to the boundary line between said city and the city of Saco, 
Hnd thence over and upon such steeets and bridges therein as 
from time to time may be fixed by the municipal officers of 
said city and assented to in wl'iting by the directors aforesaid,. 
to some point at 01' nettr the junction of Main and King streets, 
or to such other point 01' points in said city of Saco as may 
in like manner from time to time, he fixed and determined by 
the municipal office!'!; of said city and aS8ented to in writing 

[Vowers and 
duties. 

by the directors afot'e'3aid, Said c()rpomtioll shall also have 
authority to COllstl'llCt, maintain and use said railroad, OVCl' 
and upon fLny lands where the land damages have been 
ll111illldly settled by said C01'P01'lttioll Rnd the uwners thereof; 
p1'ovided, however, thut all trudes of said railroad shall be laid 
at snch distances from the !;idewalks of' said cities of Biddeford 
and Sa co as the lllunicipal officers thereof' respeetively shall, 
in their oeder fixing the l'outes of l:iuid railroad, determine to 
be for public safety and eOl1venience. The wl'itten assent of 
the directors afore~aic1 to any vote 01' votes of the municipal 
officers of either of said cities, pl'escl'ilJing from time to time 
the routes of Baid railroad, shall be filed with the respective 
clerks of said cities, and shull be taken and deemed to be the 
location thereof. Said cOl'pomtio!l slmll have power from 
time to time to fix such mtes of compensation foe transporting 



BIDDEFORD AND SACO RAILROAD CO~IPANY. 

persons or propel'ty as it may think expedient, and generally 
shall have all the power and be subject to all the liabilities of 
cOl'pomtions, as set forth in tho fOl'ty-sixth chapter of the 
revised statutes. Rails shall not be laid down in said cities 
without the assent of the municipal officers thereof respect
ively. The original location of the route when granted shllll 

be for the terlll of t1yenty-five yeal's. The same lllay be 
renewed fl'om time to time for a tel'm not exceeding twenty
five years at anyone time by said lllunioipal officers, upon 
such tel'ms as they may deem expedient. No such renewal shall 
be granted pl'ior to two yeal's before the expiration of the 
location then established. No location shall be granted 01' 

l'enewed except upon reasonable l)1'iOl' notice to all parties 
interested, If at the expil'ation of any of said terms the 
use of the streets, roads 01' highways occupied by said com
pany's railroad b granted by the lllunicipal officers of either 
of the said citieR, 01' both, to any other cOl'poration 01' pel'son, 

it shall be upon condition that such corporation 01' persoll 
shall pnrchase of said company all its property of every 
description in necessary use for the purpoBes of said railroad 
upon sllch tel'ms as may be agreed upon by the parties 01' 

determined by persons selected by them, and if they are 
ullable to agree, the value of the same shall be determined by 
three disinterested persons appointed hy a judge of the supreme 
judicial court, on application of either party and hearing 
thereon. Said appraisers shall be SWOl'l1, give notice of the 
time and place of their meeting to examine, and appraise said 

property, Hnd shall make to each pal'ty a written award, and 
their services shall be paid in eqnal proportion hy the parties. 
If the municipal officers of either of the said cities, or hoth, 
cletermine that at the expiration of any of said terms the use 

of the st1'8ets, roads or highways occupied by said company's 
railroad shall be granted to any person 01' corporation, for 

the pUl'poses of a horse railroad, on the payment of any sum 
of money yearly, or ill any other manner, said company shall 
have the preference, and such use shall be grantecl 01' renewed 
to said compuny, JJI'ovicled, it will pay as 11111Ch therefor as 
any other corporatioll 01' person. 

SECT, 2, Said mil road shall ba operated and used by said 

cOl'[lol'atioll with horse power only, The municipal officers 
of'said cities of Biddeford and Saco, respectively, shall have 
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BIDDEFORD AND SACO RAILROAD COMPANY. 

power at all times to make all such regulations as to the rates 
of speed and removal of snow and ioe from the streets, roads 
and high ways by said company, at its expense, anel mode of 
use of' the tracks of said railronds, within said cities, as the 
public convenience and safety reqltire. 

SEOT. 3. Said corpomtion shall koep aDd maintain in 
repair such portions of the streets as shall be occu pied hy the 
tracks of its railroad, and shall make all oth~r repairs of said 
streets which, in the opinion of the muoicipal officol's of ;,mid 
cities, respectively, may be rendered uecesstll·y hy the occu
pation of the same by said railroad, and if not ropaired 
within reasonable notice, sllch repairs may be made by said 
cities rospoctively, at the expense of said cOl'poration, and 
said corporation shall be liable for nny loss 01' damage which 
any person may sustnill by reason of any carolessness, neg
loot 01' misoonduct of its agonts 01' servants. 

SEOT. 4. If any person shall wilfully 01' maliciously 
ohstl'llct said corporniion in the nse of its road 01' tracks, 01' 

the passing of the cars or cHrringes of said corpol'lltion 
thereon, snoh per::;on, and all who shall aid and ahet therein, 
shall bo punishod by a fine not oxceeding two hundred dol
lars, or may be imprisoned in the county jail for a period 
not exceeding sixty days. 

SEOT. 5. The capital stock of said oorporation shall not 
exceed one hundred thousand dollars, to be dividod into 
shares of fifty dollars eaoh, und no share shall be issued for 
less than the pal' value. 

SEOT. 6. Said corporation shall have power to purohase 
and hold such real estate as may be necessary and oonvenient 
for tho purposes and management of said rnilroad. 

SEOT. 7. Said rai ll'Oad shall bo oonstructed nnd lllaintained 
in snch form and manner, and with such rail and npon snch 
grade as the lllunicipal officers of said cities of Biddeford and 
Saoo, respectively, shall from time to time prescribe and 
direct; and whellever, in the judgment of saiel corporntion, 
it shall be necessary to alter the grade of any street ocoupied 
by its railroad, said alterations may be made at the sole ex
pense of said oorporntion,p1'ovided, the same shall be assented 
to by the municipal officel's of said cities of Biddefol'd nnd 
Suco respeotively. If the tracks of said railroad Ol'OSS any 
other railroad of any kind, in either of said cities, and u dis-



BIDDEFORD AND SACO RAILROAD COMPANY. 

pute arises in any way in regard to the manner of crossing, 
said tllunicipal officers of the city in which said proposed 
crossing is to be made, shall upon hearing decide and deter-
mine, in writing, in what manner the crossing ::lhaJI be made, 
which shall be constructed accordingly. 

SECT. 8. Nothing in this act shall be construed to pre
vent thc proper authorities of sai(l cities, respectively, from 
enteriug upon and taking up any of the streets, occupied by 
said railroad for [my purposes for which they may now law-
fully take IIp the same. 

SECT. 9. This act shall be void unless the same shall be 
accepted by said corporation, and ten per cent of the capital 
stock thereof be paid within five years from its passage. 

SECT. ] O. SHid corporation is hereby authorized to issue 
bonds for the purpose of constructing its railroad, or for 
money which it may borrow for any purpose sanctioned by 
Inw, but the bonds so issned shall not exceed the amount of 
the capital stock paid in by the stockholders. Said hands 
may be i8slled in sums of not less than fifty dollars each, 
payable ill not more than twenty years from their date, with 
interest at a rate to be determined by the directors of said 
corporation, payable semi-annually. 

SECT. 11. Such bonds shall be approved by a majol'ity of 
the finance committee of said corporation, who shnJI certit:y 
that each of said bonds is properly iss lIed and recorded upon 
the books of said corporation. All bonds and notes which 
shall be issued by said corporation 8hall be binding and col-
lectable in law, notwithstanding such bonds or notes may be 
negotiated and sold by said corpomtion or its agents at 
less than their pal' value. 

SECT. 12. Said bonds shall be seclLred by a conveyance 
of the corpol'ate property to three tmstees by a snitable 
instl'lltllent of mortgage to secure the payment of said bonds. 
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SECT. 13. Said corporation shall pay semi-annually to 8ink~ll" n",<l 
pl'ovull;;!ll ror. 

said trustees a sum equal to one per cent on the amount of 
said bonds for the P~ll'p()Se of creating a sinking fund. Said 
tl'llstees shall have the ll1111Utgement and care of all moneys, 
funds and securities belonging to said sinking fund, and they 
shall ft'OIll time to time, nt their diseretion, invest the moneys 
on hand secllrely, and so that the same shall be productive, and 
the same Buty be invested in the Lands of said corporation, 
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city or town, or any bank in this state, 01' the same may be 
loaned on interest, well securcd by a first mortgagc of real 
estate, to an amount not exceeding onc-half the value thcreof, 
or by pledge of the scrip or stock of any of the New Eng
land states, or of any city, county 01' town as aforesaid; and 
the said fund, with the accruing interest, shall coustitute a 
:'linking fnnd for the paymcnt and redemption of said b~)t1ds. 

Provisions of 
general law reJa~ 
tive to mortgages, 
applicable. 

J urisdictioll over 
eel'taln land ceded 
to the United 
Btntes. 

Provieo. 

SECT. 14. The provisions of the fifty-first chapter of the 
revised statutes, relative to the foreclosl\l'e and redemption of 
mortgages, are hereby made applicable to said bonds and to 
said mortgages made to secure the same, but saiel corporation 
shall not be subject to the other general provisions of the 
law relating to railroads. 

SECT. 15. This act shall take effect when approved. 
Approved Februllry 24, 1885. 

All Act to cedo to the United States jurisdiction over cert,lin land in Augusta. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repl'esentatives 
in Legislattwe assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. That there be and hereby is ceded to the United 
States of America the jurisdiction of such lot or parcel of 
land as may be selected in the city of Augusta, as n site for 
a pu blic building in said plnce; pl'oviiled, always, that this 
cession of jurisdiction is granted and made upon the express 
condition that the state of .Maine shall rctain a conClll'rent 
jurisdiction with the United States in and over the said tract 
of land and every portion thereof, so far, that all process, 
civil or criminal, issuing under the authority of said state, or 
any officers thereof, may be executed by the proper officcrs 
thereof, upon any persons amenable to the same, within the 
limits and extent of said tract of land, in like manner ancfto 
like effect as if the said jurisdiction had Bot been ceded, 
saving however, to the United States security to their prop
erty within the limits and extent of such lot as lllay be 
selected, an exemption of the same and the said trnct of land 
from any taxation under the authority of said state or city, 


