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GOVERNOR ROBIE'S ADDRESS . 
• 1 

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 

We have assembled under the sanction of constitutional 
authority for the purpose of consulting together on the pro~ 
motion of the highest and best interests of the State of 
Maine. As fit representatives of an intelligent constituency, 
I have the honor to welcome you to the Capitol of the State, 
and congmtlllate you that you holc1 a position which has here~ 
tofore been occupied by worthy and distinguished legislators. 

It is with feelings of personal pride that I acknowledge the 
high honor which has been conferred upon me by the illde~ 

pendent suffrage of a majority of the people of this State. 
r have accepted the position of Chief Executive, and taken 
the oaths of office with a profound sense of its responsibility 
and of my incapacity'to meet fully the expectations of the 
people, but this feeling is supplemented by a desire and de­
termination t'to act well my part," to the best of my ability. 
r, thorefore, respectflllly claim the indulgence of all. 

The real object of govel'l1ment hilS been cleal'ly defined in 
the preamble of our National and State constitutions; let our 
acts be in accordance with the wise teachings and principles 
therein expressed; and from the purposes indicated, let there 
be no depnl·ture. 

Before entering upon our Legislative duties, it becomes us 
to follow venerated customs, and acknowledge with gl'ateful 
hearts our obligations to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe; 
to thank Him devoutly for the manifold blessings bestowed 
upon oUl' State in the past, and to huinbly implore Divine aid 
and guidance for the futlll'e. The obligation8 and oaths which 
we have taken under the constitution, should render our re­
sponsibilities a matter of cOl15taut solicitude; that there 

. should be an exact and just observance of all those principles 
of economy and demands of justice which constitute and 
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measure wise legislation. One of the early GOVel'nOl'S of the 
"District of Maine," mentioned" piety, justice, moderation, 
temperance, industry and frugality as the essentials of good 
government." Let us not fail to heed and follow the wise 
teachings of our fathers, "for they left deep footprints wher~ 
ever they troc1." 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, the Ameri~ 
can people have passed through the trying experiences of a 
Divine dispensation which has before visited this nation. The 
wisdom of such repeated inflictions baffles man's comprehen~ 
sion; but we calmly submit, since the responsibility rests 
with a Supreme Power, whose acts are far beyond human 
understanding. President Garfield was a repl'esentative 
American; commencing at the lowest round of the ladder, 
he reached the highest summit of earthly honor. On his 
funeral day, the people of Maine stood thoughtfully beneath 
the shadow of a national bereavement and rendered their 
tribute of sincerest sorrow for the loss of their beloved Pres­
ident. Then, as when vYashington, Jackson and Lincoln 
died, partisan feeling was forgotton in universal grief. 

It is one of the out-growths of civilization and education, 
the leaven which preserves Out' nation, not to measure per­
sonal character by the standard of partisanship, but justly to 
award to all truly great men the meed which belongs to con­
scientious acts of patriotism and lofty statesmanship. 1t is 
the calm and reflective judgment, which is rendered nfter 
passion, selfishness and partisan criticism have lost their in­
fluence, that makes up a just and reliable history of events 
and writes the true biogl'Uphy of great men. Let us be ever 
ready to perpetuate the memory of our great leaders by suit­
able and enduring memorials and monuments. 

THE GROW'I'li AND RESOURCES OF THE S'l'ATE. 

In order to fully appreciate the obligation we owe to the 
public, it becomes a paramount duty that we should under­
stam1 the capacity arid reSOlll'ces of Ollr State, since its laws 
and general weltilre are to be the subject of special study. 
vVe have recently entered upon a new decade, and the work 
incident to making a new census haB been completed. A vast 
amount of important statistical fncts relating to the materinl 
illtel'e::;ts of the country and Stnte has ueen urong-ht to light 
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since the lust session of the Legislature. vVe draw from th~ 
information thus gathered, interesting and imporLaJlt conclu­
sions; and by a comparison of our substantial interests in the 
present and past, we have sufficient reason to rejoice in Ollr 
general increase in population, advancement in wealth, edu­
cation, morals, and all those elements of material power which 
make a State strong and its people prosperous and happy. 

The changes that have taken place in this country within 
the period of less than three centuries are, indeed, marvelous. 
In 1607, civilization first dawned on the shores of New Eng­
land and made Pemaquid famous in historic lore. In 
December, 1620, our PilgrIm Fathers immortalized Plymouth 
Rock on the shore of the ocean. Brave men, resolute women 
with self-reliant children, stood together upon a lonely shore 
and gazed upon a gloomy and unbroken wilderness. They 
lallded on and occupied a country where everything Wits pre­
historic. Nothing of importance existed of a traditional 
character, and the simple bow and arrow furnished the only 
evidence of a capacity for future enlightenment. To nse 
their own language: "They left their own beautiful homes 
to plant. poor cabins in the wilderness." They desired to 
found a free agricultural State, where Christianity would 
natmally filid its greatest security and perform its gl'etttest 
work. Daniel vVebster has truly said: "Our forefathers 
sought our shores under no high wrought spirit of commercial 
adventure, no love of gold, no mixture of purpose "warlike 
or hOiltile to any human being; accustomed, in their own 
land, to no more than a plain country life and the innocent 
trade of husbandry, they set the example of colonizing New 
England and formed the mould of the civil and religious 
character of its inhahitants." For this they first planted the 
church, and by its side immediately reared the school-house; 
and in these two institutions all our greatness had its origin. 
Under an equal yoke, they were the advance propelling 
power, which has opened America to civilization and freedom. 
Now, fortunately for us, with a population of over fifty mil­
lions, and rapidly increasing, on the corner of the cross-road 
leading to the village centre, may be seen the same New England 
school-house, and nestling in' the valley, the modest church 
with its spire pointing to the azure sky, where the religion and 
morals of our fathcrs are taught. I,Therever tbc"e "entineb 
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have appeared as the advance guard of progress, good 
government, art and science have moved forward and asserted 
control. Let these conspicuous elements of a free govern­
ment continue to be our national birthright, and whatever of 
higher education, general refinement and more enlarged cul­
tl1l'e we can add thereto, we thereby simply do om' duty. 
vVe shall thus transmit a rich inheritance to the future occu­
pants of Al1lericnn soil. 

The iuformation that we gather from the statistics of agri­
culture is very grati(ying, and furnishes conclusive proof that 
the vast increase of our population belongs to the producing 
classes. Along the Atlantic coast where commerce, manu­
f~lCtures and mercantile pursuits are largely represented, 
population shows an increase, during the last decade, of only 
13.6 per centum, while the central belt and the trans-Missis­
sippi region, which represent the farming and producing 
interests of the conntry, have increased in population 86.4 
per centum. The acres cultivated in the United States have 
nearly doubled in ten years, and the total amount of cereals 
produced in 1879 was 2,697,737,920 bushels over the crop 
of 11)69, or nearly 100 per cent. increase. In 1860 we pro­
duced five und one-half bushels of wheat to each inhabitant; 
it is now nine bushels, and is increasing in the same ratio. 
Formerly, France was king in cereal productions; now the 
United States leads the column and is prospectively the most 
powerful of all nations of the globe. There are over four 
million farms in the United States - an increase of fifty-one 
pel' cent during the past decade. The increase of the num­
ber of farms is relatively much larger in the Southel'l1 States, 
where formerly immense landed estates were owned by single 
individuals. 

The census of the district of Maine in the year 1800, gave 
a population of 151,719-which showed an unexpected 
increase of over 55 pel' cent between that date and the first 
enuineration of its inhabitants under the Federal constitu­
tion in 1790. In the year 1820, when Maine became a sov­
ereign and independent State in the Union, the population 
was unexpectedly large, being 298,269. For the four follow­
ing decades from 1820, the decennial increase of population 
was as follows: In 1830, 33 pel' cent; in 1840, 26 pel' cent; 
in 1850, 16 per cent; in 1860, 8 pel' cent; flO that the popu-



GOVERNOR ROBIE'S ADDRESS, 

lation that year was 628,279, In 1870 the census showed an 
actnal loss of 1364 inhabitants, The result gave rise to 
anxiety in regard to the future, and speculation in regard to 
its cnnses, It was, however, explained that the gl'eat loss of 
life among the brave soldiers of Maine during the civil war 
and other circumstances had contributed to this result, In 
1870, increase of population again commenced, and we now 
have a population of 648,936, which shows a gnin of 22,000 
over the census of 1870, a gain of 4 pel' cent over the last 
censns, and an addition of 118 pel' cent since 1819, 

The valnation of the real and persona} property of the 
Stnte, measures its aggl'egate wealth, and the hu'ge and rapid 
incrense that we hnve made in valuution (constantly advanc­
ing the past sixty yem's) represents better than population, 
the material condition of our people and the genel'HII)l'osperity 
of lhe State, In the year 1820, when Maine became an 
independellt Stute, our total valuation was only $20,962,778 ; 
ill 1830, $28,807,687; in lR40, $69,246,288; in 1850, 
$100,037,964; in 1860, $IG2,158,581; in 1870, $224,822,800; 
in 1880, our valuution reached the sum of $235,978,716, an 
incI'ease of 876 per cent since 1820, 

The increase of the n\lmher of miles of railroad in Maine 
during the past decade indicates a coudition of increasing 
prosperity, In 1870 we hnd 786-6 miles of railroads; we 
now have 1013 miles, The railroad bas been extended into 
Aroostook eounty, "the garden of Mnine," hri nging the pl'O­
duetions of that rich soil into the great markets of' the 
country, This has contributed very much towards incI'easing 
our populntion and valuation, In this cOllllection, I can but 
cOl1gi'atnlate the people of Maine on the excellent manage­
ment. and condition of Ollr railroads, For further particulars 
and statistics, I refer yon to the report of' the Railroad 
Commissioners, 

The censlis of 1880 showcd that there were in the State of 
Maine, 64,309 farms, an increase of' 4,49[;, 01' 8 pel' cent 
during the last decade, and that 60,528 of these were owncd 
by the farmer's who oceupied them, the balance beiug rented 
for money 01' worked on shnres, This certainly precludes 
the possibility of any immediate danger from non-ownership 
of land, or' from a landed Hristocl'acy, 
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The lumbering industry of the "Pine Tree State" has a 
high claim on our consideration. The number of establish­
ments devoted to this industry are 848, employing 9,836 men, 
and the total value of all products in 1880 was $7.933,868, 
Maine holds the rank of seventh State in the Union in the 
value of her lumber products, the States of Michigan, Penn­
sylvania, vVisconsin, New York, Ohio and Indiana, in the 
order named, taking the lead. The Forestry Bulletin from 
the Department of the Interior estimates the mel'chantable 
pine standillg on the large rivers and tributaries of our State, 
May 31st, 1880 at 475,000,000 feet, and spruce, 5,000,-
000,000 feet. Consequently with wise regulations for its use, 
Maine has the prospect of a prospel'OUS future {Ol' many years 
in its lumber as n source of industry and wealth. 

The ocean, river, and lake fisheries of Maine are becoming 
an increasing industry. The industrious and han1y popula­
tion of fishermen on the banks of our rivel's, and especially 
those who gain a livelihood amid the dangel's incident to the 
high seas, add llluch to the productive wealth of the State, 
and are entitled to the grateflll consideration of every citizen .. 
Maine leads the column :md stands at the head of the great 
fishing industry of the country. In 1880, the number of 
persons employed in the inclustry was 12,662; the number of 
vessels engaged was 606 ; the capital invested was $3,454,302 ; 
value of fishing products in marketable condition was 
$3,739,224. The value of the same products in 1870 was 
only $979,610. 

It is estimated that the number of our population who are 
largely dependent upon the fishiug iudustry for 11 livelihood 
will not fall shol·t of 48,000 men, women and children, which 
is equal to about 72- per cent of our population, llnd when, to 
the result of this labol' nre added the expense of trnnsporta­
tion and profits of hancUillg, fLnd the product is in the hands of 
the consumer, it represents all industry of nearly $7,000,000. 

The gathering and storing of ice is comparatively a new 
industry in Maine, but is a profitable one, and gives employ­
ment to many. The ice harvest on the Kennebec l"iver and 
vicinity in the year 1880, Hmounted to 1,000,000 tons, an 
increase of 750,000 tons ovcr 1870. 

The quanying, cutting, and shipping of granite in the 
hands of our enterpl'ising citizens has become one of the most 
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important industries and sources of wealth in the State. In 
this industry Maine leads. There is scarcely a large city in 
the Union whose finest public buildings and most costly mon­
uments do not display the richness of OUl' stone, and the skill 
of our artisans. 

:MANUF ACTURES. 

The statistics of manufactl\l'erR, which are furnished by the 
CenSllS Bulletin, show a marvelous increase in this industry. 
The increase ill the production of agricult11l'al implements 
surpasses cvcry other branch. There are now two thousllnd 
establishments, employing forty thousand mechanics, with a 
capital of $C12, 109,668, n nd turning out implements for Ollr 
farms valued at $68,640,4,1)6. The number of mllnllfactllring 
estahlishments in the United States, 253,840; capital, 
$2,790,223,506; pel'sons cmploycd, 2,737,950; wllges paid, 
$947,919,674; value of products over five billions. Maille 
stands well in the list, lind is becoming it leading manufac­
turing' State, bel' relative position being about thc iifteenth 
in the Union. The nUl1lUel' of manufacturing estahlishments 
in Maine are 4,481; capital, $4£),9,1)4,571; number of persons 
employed, 52,948 ; amount of wages pai(lyenrly, $13,621,538 ; 
value of materials, $51,119,2,1)6; vnille of products, $79,825,-
393. This army of mechanics and laborers, und the capital 
invested, form lin interest which calls for more than ordinary 
care Hnd judgment, in order that the rights of labor and 
capital should be regulated with regard to security and 
justice. That tl,le great interests of the country be pl'Opcl'ly 
protccted, and the wages of the laborer made remunerative 
to himself, should be the true end of legislation. 

The manufactories of ollr State are constantly increasing, 
and statistics show that every b\'anch of mechanical industry 
is making satisfactory l)l·ogress. The heautiful cities of 
Lewiston, Auburn, Biddeford, and the towns of 'Vat(~l'villc 
and vVestbrook may soon have their rivals ill other portions 
of the State. The manufaetll1'e of cotton takes the lead. 
There are but three States in the Union that lise more bales 
of cotton, but foul' work 1110re spindles, and but fOlll' employ 
more persons in the cotton mills, than the State of Maine. 
The growth of this department of industry is showll hy the 
following statistics: In 1870 the llumber of looms ill the 
State was 9,902; the I1nmber of spindles, 459,772; the 
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number of bales of cotton used was 46,000; the number of' 
persons employed, 9,439. In 1880 the number of looms 
was 15,978; spindles, 695,924; bales of cotton, 112,381; 
employes, 11 ,864. 

AGRICULTURE. 

A great statesman once said: ,e Agriculture feeds \lS, it 
clothes us, without it we conld not have manufactnre&, we 
should not have commerce; these all stand together like 
pillars in a cluster, the largest in the centre, that largest is 
Agricultnre." The 8tate of Maine fUl'l1ishes all the natural 
requisites and advantages for sncce8sful agricultlll'e, unlimited 
commerce and exten::;ive manufactures. It has an area of 
35,000 sqLlare miles or 22,400,000 acres; its settled area 
covers only one-half of its territory, and measures 17,895 
square miles. A large part of this territory is sparsely 
settled, 6,000 square milcs of its inhabited area having only 
from two to six inhabitants to a square mile. -YYe admit 
there nre many square miles of lam 1 which would require 
extensive drainage and costly cultivation for It livelihood, but 
therc is little luud so harren that intelligent labor cannot 
makc it valuable, and there are t.housands of acres of unil11~ 
proved land in the State of Maine, with as deep and rich a 
soil as can be found elsewhere, where all the staple agricul~ 
tural products of New England can be raised, and this with 
thc raising of sheep and other stock would furnish ample 
reward to a skilful and industrious fanner. -YYe il1vite those 
seeking new homes to examine the unimproved and rich 
furmi ng lands of Aroostook county and other portions of our 
State, now near the markets in consequence of new railroad 
facilities. In cereal productions, Maine mah;es a good record. 
The Department of Agricllitlll'e informs us that the soil of 
Maine produces more buckwheat per acre than that of any 
other State. In the yield of corn to thc acre, only six States 
in the Union make a better exhibit, the average beillg thirty­
foUl' bushels per acre, which is only five bushels behind 
Michigan, the State having the lnrgest prodlJction. In rye, 
Maine is the tenth State, aud in potatoes the same; bnt in 
hay, it is the thirtieth State in its yield per acre, which is 
evidence that more cultivation and fertilizers are needed on 
Ollr extended and wasted fields. In the year 1879, Maine 
produced per acre 16 7-100 pel' cent. more corn and 4 6-10 
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more wheat than the average yield of these crops in the 
United States. In all these staple pl'Oductions of the farm, 
Maine is ahead of Verlllont and Rhode Island of the East, 
and leaves behind her the great agricultural State's of Indiana, 
Illinois, 'Wisconsin, Kansas and Iowa of the West. In 1880 
the farming industry of Maine owned 87,848 horses, an 
increase of 23 per cent. over 1870, and 43,049 working oxen. 
Its dairy interest was represented by 150,845 milch cows, 8 
per cent. increase over 1870. There wae also credited to 
her 140,527 other cattle. The number of' sheep on Ollr farms 
was 565,91'8, 30 per cent. more than in 1870. The number 
of swine was 74,369, un increase of 63 per cent. over 1870. 
The value of Maine farm products, including stock, in 1869 
was $33,470,044; in 1879, $38,500,000, an increase of over 
14 per cent. 

The grand total shows Maine to be one of the leading 
agl'icultural States in the Union. These facts, which might 
be extended, should induce immigration to our Stnte nnd 
keep our young men nt home. The majority of the mnle 
populntion of this State, and even of the nation, are husband­
men and directly intet'ested in agl'iculture, more than half 
the wealth of the country being invested in that industry. 
The pionoor who uses the axe and the spade, hold,; the plough 
and guides it through the soil of Maine, best knows how 
stubborn it is in yielding to the dominion of labor; but when 
conquered, the result secures a good livelihood, an honor­
able citizenship, and an independent home. The Swedish 
immigrant and other settlers de~erve the hearty good will 
and encouragement of the State, and he who follows the 
pioneer and, by science and skill, " makes two blades of gmss 
grow where but one grew before," is a public benefactor. 
Both are entitled to the pretection of wise and generous laws. 
I desire to emphasize the fact thnt the cultivated fields are 
the prime source of nntional prosperity, wenlth and happincss. 
There is, consequently, no class of our fellow citizens, that 
bns higher claims on our consideration thnn the tiller of the 
soil. 

The demands of our agriculturists have been very few, nnd 
their 'petitions for legislation easily sntisfied. Heretofore 
there has been little within the scope of' legislative action 
that could specially promote the interests of agriculture; but 
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as it has become a science, its claims have increased, andmol'e 
should now be doue. Our National Government has wisely 
instituted and supports a Bureau of AgTieultlll'e, and it has 
donated lands for agricul tumI colleges. There al'e several 
plans before Congress calculated to e'nlarge the duties of the 
Commissioner of Agricultlll'e, and to make him a cabinet 
officer, which may result in creating tt National Department 
with several experimental, well distributed agricultul'lll sta­
tions. This will give the Department of Agriculture a J)l'oac1 

and dignified national charactel'. Let us be true to the 
interest that feeds and clothes us, gives life, lllotion and 
business to the commercial world, for its importance ovel'­
shadows all othol' interests. May we not introduce as one of 
the purposes of the agricultural department of the Stnte 
College, a plan whereby there shall be a closer and more 
advantageous connection between the college and the fanner? 
The people desire to kllow what is accomplished hy way of' 

experiment. That agriculturist is far behind the CHI' of 
progress, who has no belief or CO]] fidence in expel'illleutal 
agriculture. Private euterprise is supporting agricultural 
experimental stations with signal success, ami a few States 
are doing the same. As the result, pUl'e seeds andunadul­
terated fertilizer;.; are sold nnd distl'ihuted, silos and ensilage 
better understood, the interest ill raising the best farm stock of 
all kinds is illcreased, the treatment of diseases of animals macle 
a subject of investigation, illlfol'lnation obtained in regard to 
the prevention of the l'avages of illseets, soils are analyzed 
to ascertain what elements need to be supplied, experi­
ments are made as to the best llIode of cultivating the 
staple products of our State. All thesc fOl'm the bfulis of 
scientific agriculture. The Republic of France appropriates 
$20,534,410 for agricultural purposes; Prussia, $2,612,340; 

Russia, $14,82G,184; and even Sweden, with an area not 
Im'ger than the State of Californin, $G51, 7:17. The United 
States only appropriates $174,G8G to foster the productive 
interests of the entire country. 

I wonlel suggest that arrangements he made so that the farm 
of the State College, uncleI' the direction of the Professor of 
Agricultul'e nnd Chemistry, be used, as fat, as practit'able, 
for the npbuiltling and Jll'otecting of the agricultural interests 
of the State, as au experimental statioll, ami I woulel reCOlll-
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." 
mend It more general diffusion of experimental knowledge 
through the medillm of circulars and bulletins, and, if neces­
sary, that appropriations be made for that plll'pose. 

COi\UmRCE. 

It is a gratifying fact that ship building has been revived 
in THaine, and that the enterprise and ability of the shiphuild­
ers of ollr State are commanding nelll'ly the entil'e business 
of the country in building wooden vessels. But one ship has 
been Ll~lt outside of Maine during the past yea'r on the entire 
Atlantic coast. The energy and bU8ineRs capacity of the 
citizens of Bath have restored tu that city its fOl'mer import­
ance. Theil' ship yard" fUl'l1ish over two-thil'ds of the ship 
tonllllge of the State and nation. Ill1pOl'tant questions affect­
ing ship building and ship owners are before Congress, which 
will receive the careful consideration of om delegation. The 
result will deeply affect OUl' future pl'osperity~ The merchant 
murine of foreign countries, undet· less restriction and more 
libet'al laws than Olll' own, has an easy competition with 
American ve8sels. vVe are the gl'eatest exp0l'ting nation in 
the world. OUI' treaties with foreign nations should be mod­
ified, hUl'dens rellloved, and such protection affol'Cled n'S will 
restore our commerce nnd protect us in all the advantages 
that legitimately belollg to a great and powerful n:ltioll. 

I have noted thus far the general statistic8 of the cenSllS 
showing the solid grcJ'wth of the State, in order to refute n 

somewhat prevalent ImplessioLJ tbat Maine is not a prosperous 
:and vigorous commonwealth. I repel the flippant insinua­
tions thnt Maine is a good state to emigrate from. Its pros­
perity demol1states that it il:; one of tho best of States in 
wbich to live. I eongratnlate you, gentlemen, that all her 
interests wel'e never more prosperous and bel' future was 
never more promising tban it is to-day. 

EDUCATION. 

\Y e find by a recent tabulation of the llation's illiteracy that 
OUI' own Stnte occupies an ad vallee position in the matter of 
publie intelligence. I\'hile New Mexico shows a population 
in which GO.2 per cellt. cannot read, and several States flll'nish 
a deplol'able reeord, Maine shows an inahility to read of only 
3.5 pel' l!ent., there being but foul' States that show a less 
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number. Intelligence is un essential element of public pros­
perity, und if it does not seCllre, promotes industry, economy 
and morality. "Yhere these aee' wanting long continued 
prosperity is imposRible. Intelligence, then, must be made 
universal. If it is partial, class distinctions will urise, the 
equality of mun before the law will be endangered and the 
fundamental idea of free institutions will be made impossible. 
To secure this intelligence of our citizens, the State has in­
stituted directly a system of public schools, and indirectly, by 
jis encouragement and aid, a system of private instl'llction for 
higher education. This system received in substmibe from 
the purent Commonwealth of lHassachusetts has been some­
what modified in fonD to meet the exigencieR of changing 
cireumstances. It comprises the "Common Schools," the 
"Free High Schools," the" Normal Schools," and the Agri­
Gultural College; these constitute the public pmt of the sys­
tem. The State expended for the support of this system of 
public education, during the year ending April 1, 1881. 
$965,6~)7. An interest which demands so large a yearlv 
expenditure, is worthy of the careful legislation of the repre­
sentatives of thiR State. That the expenditure is not IInduly 
lnrge is shown by the fonowing facts: First, that Maine i-g 
the twenty-first in rank ncconling to the length of schools; 
while it is the thirty-third State in regard to wages paid, only 
five pnying less. May it not be well to inquire whether rn 

more liberal expenditure even, would not promote the material 
prosperit'y of the State? If it he true that industry anu 
economy rest on intelligence, and that skilled lahor, the most. 
potent factor in producing wealth, nbo rests on intelligence, 
is it not apparent that t? secnre the nc1vance of the State in 
prosperity, it must be ndvanced in educntion. The currying OIll 

of tbis school system employs 6,500 teachers, whose fitness for 
their work determines largely, whether the annual expenditllre 
for schools does or does not yield the greatest. possible returns 
to the State. One-third of these teachers enter the schools 
without experience or special trainillg. Like unskilled work­
ers in every other depnrtment of labor, they waste time and 
materials, and prove unprofitable. To prevent this loss, the 
State hns established three normal schools. That special 
normal and trnining schools for the l)J'ofessiollal prepara­
tion of teachers, nre recognized by all civilized States as an 
essential element of sound educational progress, is shown 
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by the fact that in the various countries of Europe, there 
are seven hundred and eighteen such schools with over 
eighty thousand pupils, and in the United States there are 
two hundred Hnd twenty such schools with more than thirty 
thousand pupils. That these schools in our State may fulfil 
the purposes foe which they were established, they must be 
liberally supported and flll'llished with appliances to do work 
of the highest excellence. vVhile the schools in the cities 
and manufacturing villages are increasing, more complete in 
organization, alldmore effective in educating their pupils by 
employitfg better teachers, the reverse is the case in the agri­
cultural districts. This accelerates an evil already gt'eat; 
the diminution of population in the agricultural districts, and 
the increase in the cities, That a State mny be truly 
prosperons, cities may grow, but the country must grow. It 
is a worthy object of consideration, to see whether better 
facilities for edncation in the rural districts would not have 
some influence in checking this evil, and if a radical change 
in the school district system would not give the advantage 
sought. I would respectfully refer to the forthcoming report 
of the Superintendent of Common Schools for COlTect statisti­
cal information. Its tabulations iudicate a more carofuland 
economical management of the schools, with, at the same 
time, a decided improvemcnt in their character as disclosed 
in better school rooms, more efficient teachings, and more 
vigilant supervision. Looking to further and more radical 
improvement in these directions, the superintendent will 
recommend legislation to secure a uniform and more careful 
examination of teachers, and a stronger, lllore permanent, 
and more economical Rupervision. The measures he will pro­
pose, seem to me, practical and worthy of your favorable 
consideration. 

The law regulating the course of study to be pursuod in 
our .public schools llnd the text books to be llsed, has, from 
time to time, been changed to meet the growing nccessities of 
OUl' progressive system. It may not have escaped the notice 
of many that several of the States have added to the comse 
of prescribed study, a treatise on the elementary principles 
of agriculture. The principles therein discllssed are of uni­
versal application, and are interesting and profitable for all 
classes, especially so to Olll' prospective farmers whose SllC­

cess in agriculture must depend largely upon a correct 
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knowledge of its principles as a science. This matter 
deserves the attention of those interested in edLlcation, and I 
recomlllend the introduction of sLlch a treatise to OUl' list of 
common school text books. 

FINANCES. 

It is custol11ltry on an occasion like this to give a summ!U'y 
of the condition of our financial affairs and the situation and 
wants of the several institutions of the State. I would re­
spectfully call yOLll' attention to the several official ~ports of 
the State officers, for more detailed information than I urn 

able to give. 
The following financial statement covers the pel'iod that has 

elapsed since the inaugural adeh-ess of my predecessor, the 
years 1881 and 1882 : 

The cash ill Treasury Jannary 1, 1881, was., ....... $160,33864 
The receipts during the Jear were. . . ... . ........ 1,417,526 83 

Total. ................... " .............. $1,577,865 47 
The expenditures dnring the year were.. .. . ....... 1,4a5,4GO 21 
The cash in Treaslll'y December aI, 1881, was..... 142,405 26 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ...... $1,577,865 47 

Thc rcceipts for the year 1881 were from the following 
sources: 
State taxes ............. "' .................... $1,104,14;') 77 

COllnty taxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 A04 50 

Taxes on Savings Banks. .. .. .... .. .. . ... . ... 177,8876G 
Tax on Railroad, Telegraph and Insul'anee Com-

panies .. , ' .. ' ........ " .............. , .. 78,19233 
Sale of bonds issued by the State College of' Agricnl-

tl1l'e and Mechanic Arts ...................... . 
Icterest on deposits 'and taxes ... " ....... , ....... . 
lIiiseellaneous sources ........................... . 

30,000 VO 
1,967 97 

15,92860 

$1,417,526 83 

The expenditures fol' the year 1881 may be conveniently 
grouped as follows: 
Pnulie Debt .................................. . 
Interest on Pnhlic Deht ......................... . 
Sinking Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..... . 
Pay-roll of Senate alJ(l Honse of Representatives .. , 

EdncaUonal purposes. . .. ............... . ..... . 
Bouuty on Beet 8ngar .......................... . 

$83,00000 
3BG,G,'il 00 

80,47!) 95 

35,5G3 65 
il.'iS,G3!) 2G 

7,OUO 00 
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Agricultural pUl'poses. . .. . ................. . 
State College of Agriculture and 1Y1echanie Arts .... . 
Penal and reformatory institutions. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 
Sundry other institutions ........................ . 
Insane and other State paupers .................. . 
1Y1illitary purposes .............................• 
Pensions.. .... . ............................. . 
Railroad and Telegraph taxes paid to the towns and 

cities ....... " ............... ........... . .. 
Indmn tribes ... " . . .......................... . 
Temporar~ loan and interest ..................... . 
County taxes paid. . . . . . . . .. .:............... .. 
1Y1iseellaneollR and current expenses of the State Gov-

ernment, including salaries of all State officers, 

$J 2,415 46 

2,500 00 

67,14G 56 
12,fJOO 00 
41,G34 77 

17,480 13 
19,65G 50 

3,0-18 68 
15,lGG 70 

202.4G9 77 

9,965 30 

Judges and County Attorneys ............ ,.... 129,712 48 

$1,435,460 21 

Cash on hand January 1, 1882, was .............. $142,405 26 
The receipts during the year were. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,432,13020 

Total ..................................... $1,574,53546 
The expenditures dl1l'ing the year were ... " ........ 1,099,830 9-1 
The cash in treasury December 31, 1882, was ... .. -174,704 52 

Total ........ " .......................... $1,574,53546 

The receipts for the year 1882 were from the following 
sources: 
State taxes .................................... $1,0;j5.2S9 G2 
County taxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,:501 OG 
Tax on Savings Banks .......................... .. 20G,-1G9 48 
Tax on Railroad, Telegraph, Express and Insurance 

Companies. . . . . .. .... .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . lSS,G01 89 
Interest on deposits and taxes .......... ' ........ . 10,532 31 
~1.iscellaneous sources. . . . . . .. . ............. . ~),785 89 

$1,432,180 20 

The expenditlll'es for the year 1882 were as follows: 
Pnblie Debt. ". .... ......... ............. $52,000 00 
Interest on Pnhlic Debt ......................... . 
Sinking Fund ....... ' ........................... . 
Edl1cational plll'poses , .......................... . 
Agrienltl1l'al pnrposes ........................... . 
Rtate Collf'ge of Agrieul1.l1l'e and the :M.cchallie Arts .. 
Penal and reformatory institutions ....... " .. 
SUllflry other institutions .... , .... ' ..... . 

Insane allll other State paupers ........ " ....... . 
:M:ilitary purposes ................... , ......... . 

32G,fJ12 00 

80,J7fJ 95 
870,005 43 

8,776 50 
1,000 00 

24,S15 40 

11,'100 00 
4·t,2ilfJ il7 

15,285 5G 
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Pensions $19,582 70 
Railroad and Telegraph taxes paid to towns and 

cities. . .. ................... . ............. . 
Indian tribes .......................... , ....... . 
County taxes paid ............. " .............. . 

14,727 09 
13,785 35 

9,384 49 

1YIiscellaneons and current expenses of the State Gov-

el'l1ment, including salal'ies of all State officers, 
Judges and County Attorneys... .... .... 107,487 10 

LIABILl'l'ES AND RESOURCgS. 

Liabilities. JWL. 1, 1882. 
Bonded DeLt .................... $5,801,90000 
Trust Funds .. ; . . . .. ........ '" 
Dne School Distl'ict No.2, Madison. 
Soldiers' Bounty Scrip ........ ' .. . 
Balance due on school fund, rolls of 

accounts, interest and warrants Ull-

called for, &c . . . .. . .......... . 
COUllty taxes collected. 

707,283 59 
1,000 00 

800 00 

414,679 86 

8,269 51 

$1,099,830 94 

Jan~ 1, 1883. 
$5,749,90000 

719,031 98 

1,000 00 
800 00 

459,065 82 
11,486 68 

$6,933,952 96' $6,941,284 48 

ReS01l1'Ces. Jan. 1,1882. 
Sinking Fund ......... '" ......... $1,436,36729 
Uncollected Taxes ................ 1,005,029 79 
Cash in Treasury. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142,405 26 
Balance, llet indebtedness of State .. 4,~50,150 62 

Jan. 1, 1883. 
$1,571,18503 
1,011,722 35 

474,704 52 
3,883,672 58 

$6,933,952 96 $6,!H1,284 48 

STATE DEBT. 

The total bonded debt of the State, less the sinking fund, 
Jan. 1,1881, was ......................... $4,576,043 00 
Jan. 1, 1882, it was ...................... 4,365,533 00 
Jan. 1, 1883, it was ....................... 4,178,715 00 

DECREASE OF THE BONDED DEBT. 

The reduction of the bonded debt of the State is hrought 
about in three ways: first., hy payments made annually upon 
the deht; second, by increase of the l'iinkillg fund by purchase 
of seelll'ities with the annual appropriation therefor; and 
third, by interest received npon the securities, belonging to 
that fund, alrcady held. 

The State debt reached its highest point October 1, 1869, 
upon the assumption by the State of the lllunicipal war debts 
in part, $3,084,400 being by this act added to the already 
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large indebtedness, bringing the bonded debt up to $8,100,-
900. There was, however, at the end of that year an aCCll­
mu latioll of securities in the treasury on account of the 
sinking funds, amounting to $872,530, which deducted from 
the total, left the net bonded debt Jan. 1, 1870, $7,128,370. 
This amount has been reduced. year by year, since that date 
us follows: 

During the year 1870 ..•.............•• $331,196 
1871. .........•....... 3G7,5G9 
1872 ...... " . . . . . . . . . .. 261,5U2 
1873. . • .. ..........•• 284,UUU 
1874 .................. 308,27(5 
1875 .................. 301,G90 
1876 .................. " 143,581 
1877. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. IGG,G43 
1878 .................. )4G,55U 
1879 ... " .. , . • . . . . . . . .. 133,Hi4 
1880 .................. 10G,G98 
1881 .................. 210,510 
1882. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. 186,817 

The interest on the bonded debt has heen reduced fl'om 
$509,000 in the yeaI' 1870, to $32G,813 in the yeaI' 1882. 

In the yenr 1883, $50,000 of the renewal bonds become 
due, lind $385,000 of the Ol'iginnl war loan bonds. The 
payment of the smaller slim is nln·udy provided for by law. 
The TI'GltsUl'er of State suggests that It portion of the surplu:-l 
cash ill the treasury be used to pay the larger sum in part, 
and that bonds be issued for the balanee, payable in years 
'when no outstanding bonds become clue. The b011l1s issued 
tinder this Hl'l'llugement call be purchased by tile Treasllrer 
of Stnte on account of the sinking fllnd, and not be placed 
lipon the market. The rate of taxation for 1883 and 1884 
will be no lurger than for the yem's 1881 and 1882, unless 
the appropriations are largely increased i the Treasllrer of 
State is of opinion that it may he somewhat reduced. 

SAVINGS BANKS. 

Tbe history of the Savings Bunks il3 interesting, and the 
incl'ease of deposits il3 remarkable, indicating the frugality of 
the industrial classes. 

The first Savings Bank in Maine was the Saco and Bidcle~ 
fOl'd Savings Institution, orgnnized May 27th, 1827. There 
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are noW Il1 active operation 55, all but six of which have 
been chartered since 1865. 

In 1860 the deposits wcrc ......... $1,466,457.56 
In 1870 the deposits were ......... 16,597,888.78 
In 1880 the deposits were ......... 23,277,675.82 
In 1881 the deposits were ....... " 26,474,555.97 
In 1882 the deposits wel:e ....... " 29,503,889.71 

The full and concise report of the Bank Examiner fl11'nisbes 
the State with much valuable information. It will be seen 
that very many of the securities held by onr Savings Banks 
will mature during the next two years, which will neces:.;itate 
a corresponding amount of ncw investments. In view of 
this he recolllmends that it broader field and more discretion­
ary power in the matter of investments he given to their 
managers. 

On the grollnd that the earnings of Savings Banks mllst 
necessarily grow smaller as the old secmities matllre, nncl 
now investments are made, the Dank Examiner calls attention 
to the fact that the Stnte tax of one pel' cent. on the deposits 
has heeome disproportionnte to their income, andrecolllmcnds 
that a reasonable reduction be made. These are questions 
worth'y of the careful consideration of the Legislature. 

TrIE STATE PRISON. 

In the forthcoming report of the "Varden and In:3pectors 
of thc State Prison, 'you will find It detailed statemcnt of the 
afl'airs of that Institution. Thc number of prisoners Nov. 
30th, 1882, was 147, It falling off of 37 since the eOl'l'espond­
ing elate of' 1881. There i:.; a marked increase in thc number 
of' life sentences. In 1870, the number was 10 or 6 pel' cent. 
of the whole numbcr of convicts, in 1876, it was 18 or ten 
pel' ecnt., now the nnmher is 36 01' 25 pel' cent. The net 
cost to the State for the two pnst years above earnings has 
been about $90 pel' annllm to each convict. The manufactllre 
of shoes being a losing business has been abandoned, and that 
of carriages increased. The discipline is excellent, the work 
in the various shops and the sales of the products very satis­
factory. The in1roclllction of steam power would add gTeatly 
to the capacity of the workshops and would in the end be an 
economical investment, both for power and for heating Pl1l'­
poset'o There i" a halallt'o of the illclchtC'Clnel'ls ('ol1tractetl 
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prior to 1880, amonnting to $30,066.44 with interest that has 
accrued since June, 1882, still unpaid. It was tempol':trily 
provided for by the Treasnrer of State on recommendation of 
the Executive, and should with all other bills of indebtedness 
be paid with the least possible delay. I recommend that sllch 
provision be made. 

INSANE HOSPITAL. 

There is no public Institution which has higher claims on 
public and private sympathy and action than the Hospital 
for the Insane. The dreaded malady insanity visits alike 
the palace and the cottage, and all classes are equally inter~ 
ested that wise provisions be made for the speedy restoration 
if possiblc, and for the safety and comfort of this class of 
unfortunates. This idea has been fully recognized by the 

authorities of every Stnte in tbe Union, and generous appro­
priations have heretofore been made when necessary. Let 

us simply do our whole duty. 

Insanity appears to be on the increase among our people· 
and unfortunately the dread of the hospital kecps away lllany 
curable cases until a chronic eOlldition and other complica­
tions rendcr the case 1110\'e uncertain. The increasing nUlllber 
of our insane calls for more accolUmodation, so tbat no appli­
cant should be refused admittance, and a better clnssifi-· 
cation of paticnts may be made; on this largely c1epoucl the 
chances for convalesuenue. It has been to frequently recom­
mended to send the inclIl'Hble and demented pntients to our 
poor-houses in ordcr to avoid expense. vVould it not be more 
COIli40nant with hllmmiit.y to provide for them bette\' accom­
modation than (muh hOllses usually afroI'd? The Gove\'l1or 
of Michigan has well said, "the poor-house is no place for 
the treatment and care of the insane as a class, a resfnt to 

the poor-house is a retrogacle movement unbecoming the 
State." 

The usual cHstom of sending insane criminals from the 

State Prison to the Hospital for the Insane, giving them the 
same accommodat.ions and rooms with other patients, has 
cansed just criticism, and should be abolished. Distinct and 
suitable apartments should be furnished for these unfortn­
nates. I trust that t.he Legislature will find some remedy for 

this canse of complaint. 
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A vacancy in the office of Superintendent of the hospital ex­
ists by the resignation of Dr. H. M. Harlow, who has faith­
fully served the institution fot' oVt'r a qnarter of a centul'Y. It is 
certainly desirahle to secure the services of the 1110st efficient 
and able Superintendent, ,,,,hich can only be done by an ade­
quate salary. I would recommend that a morc libeml salary 
be paid if it should be necessary, that such appropriation 

be made as may be necessary to complete and furnish the 
present unfinitihed building, and that such other appropt'iation 
be made as the puhlic necessity ,req uires, for the welfare of 

our immne. 

REFORM SCHOOL. 

I would respectfully suggest to the membel's of this Legis­
lature, that they carefully consider the reports of the Trustees 
of the Reforlll School for the past two yeaTS, also the several 
reports of the Commitisioncl's appointed by the Govcl'Ilor and 
Coullcil .to investigate the grave charges made against the 
management of that institution. These reports give valuable 
stati8tical information and suggestions, which would seem to 
be sufficient to a full knowledge of the histol'y and the financial, 

intellectual and mom 1 condition, of the school. The fact that 
therc has been much scvcre .criticism, which has [Jl'Ovoked 
both public und private discllssion in regHrd to its manage­
ment, cull;; f(Jl' a thol'ough investigation on your part, to 
ascertain if many of the seriollS causes of complaint do not 

have their origin in thc want of propcr legitilation. The 
lack of suitable arrangement for propel' classification of 
pllpils, is a question which should he considered. Hardened 
criminal;; ;;houldnot be w'lsociated with young boys who are 
sellt to the school for first offences, and who are perhnps more 
"sinned against than sinning," and who, uneler propel' influ­
ences, might become useful members of society. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 

The eighth annual repOl-t. of the Managers of the Industrial 
School for Gil'ls at Hallowell, ,vill soon he placed befol'e you. 

This institution is oue of' the most important of Ollr State; 
is under the direction of a board of managers composed of 

ahle, earuest men and womer., thoroughly alive to the impor­
tance of their work and deeply interesteel in the success of 
the school. During.' the eiptht yeal's it has been in operation, 
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148 girls have been admitted to the institution. Of this 
number, 81 are now in good homes provided for them, 8 have 
been returned to friends, 2 sent to the Orphans' Home at 
Bath, 3 have escaped, 6 have been dismissed and 4 have 
deceased, leaving 44 now in attendance. The average attend­
ance for the years 1881 and 1882, was 39 and 40 respectively. 
The buildings, with the farlll of thirty-two acres upon which 
they are located, and a set of farm buildings of moderate 
dimensions, cost the State $12,500, pl'ivate parties contrib­
uting various sums aggregating $13,500 additional. The 
school building is constructed to accommodate thirty pupils. 
The fact that 011 an average fotty girls have been for the past 
yoar domiciled in the building, (md that forty-folll' are now 
there, and thut the number is kept down to these figures by 
the most rigid restl'iction, shows conclusively the prossing 
necessity for increased accommodations. A new building of 
the sume capacity as the present one seems to be indispensa­
ble to the succel's of the schoo\. A resolve was presented to 

the last Legislature providing for an appropriation by the 
State of $5,000 for this purpose, conditioned upon a like 
amount bcing mised hy private subscription. This resolve 

met the unanimous approval of the committee to w.hich it was 
referred and n report wus made accordingly, but t.he Legis­
lature saw fit to refer it to this Legislature. Several thousand 
dollat·s have [tll'endy been raised by the friend" of the school 
and 1110l'e has been promised. Aside from the question of 
humanity and morals, as a question simply of economy nnd 
pu blic policy, the State cannot afford to llisl'egarcl the neces­
sities of this institution, aLudl trust yon will give it the con­
sideration its impol'tallce merits. 

SOLDIERS' ORPHANS' H01}lE AT BATH. 

This iustitl1tion commanded the cOl'dial sympnthy and 
enthusiastic support of the entire state at a time wlwn its 

necessity was apparent. It has accomplished its mission by 
wise and judicious management, aUll is still worthy of pll blic 
find private confidence. There are forty intcresting children 
within its walls, well cared for, clothed, and being educated 

at the city schools. By renson of the slllall number of in­
mates, each year decreasing', the expense to the State is lnrge 
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for each child. It is a question for the Legislature to consider 
whether the unoccupied departments could be utilized for 
other orphans of the State, so as to enlarge its sphere 
of usefulness and open its doors wider, to the intel'ests of 
humanity. 

MAINE GENERAL HOSPITAL. 

This institution has great claims on public and private 
charity; every man, woman and child of undcrstanding, 
should be interested ill its success. It is not considered to 
be a strictly charitable institution, but statistics show that a 
large proportion of the patients are entirely free, while there 
is still another class who pay only a part of the expense. 
Sincc 1878 more than one-half of tlie wOl'k of the hospital 
has been for fl'ee patients. But the charity of the institution 
is not limited to that class, as few of the paying patients pay 
more than $7 pel' week, while the cost to the hospital during 
the last foul' years averages more than $10 pel' week. "\Vhen 
we consider the cost of surgcon's fees, and skilled attendance 
at home, $7 per week would seem to be a small sum. It is 
not a local charity, for reports shuw that every year nearly 
every county is represented. Aside from the State appro­
I)['iations, three-fourths of the contributions al'e received 
from Portland people; this does not appear from reports 
except tiS contributions fOl' free beds; less than one-eighth of 
the relief is furnished to Portland people. The fund is 
small, being only $30,000. During the past year the total 
expenses have been less than $20,000. The cost of keeping 
up the house would not be much affected by an increase of 
patients. The institution is nncler the best management, 
and we trust that the Legislature will not fail to grant its 
usual appropriation for this worthy object. 

DEAF, DUMB AND BLIND. 

The institution at Hartford, Connecticut, furnishes adequate 
provision for the education of the deaf mutes of our State, 
and the learning by them of suitable trades. The faithful 
care and instruction bestowed on the pnpils of this institution 
are commendable, and warrant the continued support of the 
State. The school for the deaf in the city of Portland is 
worthy of commendation. The progress that has been made 
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by those who have availed themselves of the advantages of 
It homc institution, where the articulating method is used, is 
l'emarkable. This school is worthy of patronage. The 
unfortunate blind children of our State are educated at 
public expense, at the Perkins Institution for the Blind at 
Boston. The advantages of that institution are unsurpassed. 
There is no lack of financial means to furnish all needed 
appliances, in books and school apparatus, and every com­
fort is fUl'llished. I would recommend that the appropria­
tion of last year be continued. 

STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

I call your attention to the fact that many States advo­
vocate and el1joy the utility and advantage that result 
from a competent board of men and women, who are dele­
gated with it general official oversight of State institutions of 
a reformatory and penal character. There are in every State 
citizens of high charncter and attainments, imbued with a 
spirit of philanthropy and humanity, who are willing to serve 
the public in these great interests without pecuniary reward. 
In our State there may be it wide field open for refol'm in our 
prison, jails and reform school. A good result depends 
largely upon the character of such a board. The pl'ogl'ess of 
reforms which has been secured by experience, study and 
research, if properly applied and used, would undoubtedly 
still elevate the moral and intellectual character of our insti~ 
tutions, and benefit their financial management. 

THE COLLEGE OF AGRlOULTURffi AND MECHANIC ARTS. 

r commend this institution and its reports to your special 
interest and attention. It has gained largely upon pD blic 
confidence in consequence of what it has done for the State. 
It h,as received the fostering care of the general goverllmcnt, 
and of our own State, and its claims shonld be asserted until 
its efficirncy for permanent usefulness is fully appreciated. 
secured anel established. It sllpplemellts our common school 
system Hlld affords an opportunity for a more thorough and 
practical education of' those who intend to follow t'm'rn­

ing or mechanics as a business. It is a college for the 
people, and should receive popular support. It still needs 
t\ssi8tallce in t.he purchase of a shop ami apparatus for the 
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necessary development and continuance of tbe department 
of practical mechanics. vYith such aid, I am assured the 
institution will recover from the losi'> of numbers occasioned 
by charging tuition. The college still needs the fostering 
care of the Legislature, HllCl rests its claim on its faith in the 
promise of the State, when she accepted the grant of land from 
the National Government establishing the college. The en­
dowment is $132,500, yielding an annual revenue of $7,500. 
The tuition the past year has amol1nted to $2,000. This is all 
the revenue the pnst ye!tl·. In conscq uence of the abandon­
ment of free tuition, the number of scholars has been reduced 
from 100 to 80. The General Government, it is expected, 
will render further assistanee, and whatever is necessary to be 
done to sllstain the college is worthy of your prompt and 
generous consideration. 

THE MILITIA. 

Under Lhe laws our military force is composed of the en­
rolled, the reserve and the volunteer militia. The clll'olled 
militia consists of all able bodied male citizens between 
eighteen and forty-five years of age, as returned by munici­
pal officers, numbering 97,320. The reserve militia is 
organize"d, fnrnh;hed with arms and equipments, but is of 
no expense to the stnte unless ordered on duty by the com-· 
mander-in-chief. The volunteer force, consisting of two 
regiments of eight companies ench, and' one unattached. 
company of infantry and one four-gun battery of light 
artillery, remains su bstaniall.y as it was two years ago. The 
whole force is organized into one division, commanded. by 
Gen. Joshua L. Chamberlain, who has been untiring in his 
efforts to bring the militia of Maine up to n high standard of 
excellence. To his efforts, seconded by the staff, regimental 
and line officers, a large portion of whom have seen service 
on the sanguinary fields of their country in the late wnr, we 
are indebted for the effieiency and high eharncter of the 
militia of Maine, which has been highly complimented by an 
officer of the regular army detailed to attend the last annual 
review. 

STATE PENSIONS. 

The State continues to make provision, to a limited extent, 
to alleviate the pressing necessities of the deserving suldicrs 
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and seamen of the late war, who incurred disability in the 
service, and of their widows, orphans and dependent parents. 
The appropriation for the year 1881 was $23,000; the amount 
expended was $17,829.83; the Humber of applicants of all 
classes was 796; the number allowed was 543. The appro­
priation for 1882 was $22,000; the amount expended was 
$20,550.10; the number of applicants was 757; the number 
allowed was 611. 

The advance in the prices of staple products and illcrease 
in the cost of living in the year 1882 over that of 1881 will 
account hU'gely for the increased expenditure in the latter 
yeILr. 

The execution of this act devolves upon the Governor and 
Council, and the utmost care has been exercised by the mem­
ber having' this i.n charge to avoid needless expenditlll'e on 
the one hand, and injustice to appli.cants on the other. This 
act is intended to prevent thoi:le who served their country in 
the hour of peril and are reduced to poverty, from incnrring 
the odium of pauperism; a most worthy object and one that 
I trust will be continued by the law making power of the 
State of Maine so long as the necessity exists. 

.. 
REVISION OF PUllLIC LAWS. 

The last Legi8lature entrusted the Revision of the Public 
Laws of the State to Han. Charles W. Goddard of the city of 
Portland, by an unanimous vote of both branches. This 
important work Ims been executed iu an expeditious manner, 
and the result of the commissioner's labors, embodying the 
legislation of the past twelve years, will be before you. 
Judge Goddard was peculiarly fitted to discharge the duties 
of his office, and the clwracter of his work has vindicated the 
wisdom of the selection, for his valuable research and labor 
will be appreciated by the State. It is very satisfaetory to 
our State to learn that great economy has been practiced by 
the Commissioner. The entire cost, so far, of the revision, 
including all unavoidable charges, will not exceed $8,500. 
The State of Ma8sachusetts has just fully completed the same 
kind of labor, alJd the entire expense of revision and the cost 
of publishi llg the necessary amount of volumes will reach the 
sum of $87,487.75. Although the wbole amouut of our work 
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must be reprinted, it must fall far short of the Massachusetts 

expenditure. \ 
The revision is accompanied with a report and a valuable 

historical note on the SOllrces of land titles in Maine. The 
Commissioner also submits to your consideration forty-six 
amendments suggested by many of the eminent jlll'ists of the 
State and adds some impol'tant suggestions of bis own; 
among the lattel' thel'e is a reference to tbe taking effcct of 
constitutional amendments, to the publication of tbe laws and 
proclamations, a reconunendation for a legislative dl'llughts­
man, suggestions in regard to the double taxation of mol't­
gagell property, to the reorganization of thc Law Court to 
facilitate the more speedy beat·jng and adjudication of law 
questions, and to the calling of a convention for u revision 
of the Constitution, all which wi th the Commissioner's report, 
are commended to your cureful consideration. The addition 
of a reference index and reference index titles will greatly 
facilitate an examination of this new dl'uft, and a refel'enee to 
the revision of 1871 and tbe subsequent acts. It is hoped 
that the legislation of the coming session may be incorporated 
into the new volume, so that the fourth revj"ion of the Stat­
utes of IHaine may be issued first and need no supplementary 
volullle ul1til 1885. I wouldreeomlllend, if prncticahle, that 
such an addition be mude. 

LAW DEPAUnlEN'l'. 

The last report of the Attorney General of the State will 
be laid before you early. You will ohserve that the (Jourt 
has sl1stained the constitutionality of the statute by which 
express and telegraph companies have heen taxed ullder the 
provisions of the pu blie laws of 1880 ancll881. These taxes, 
heretofore resisted, have now heen paid into the treasury. 
The several suits iuvolviug the right of the State to tax rail­
roall companies, uuder the Inw of' 1880, have heell tried before 
the full Court, and tbe constitutionality of the law sustained, 
A suit lJrought against the Portland, Saeo and Portsmouth 
Railroad Company, under this act, is still pending. The 
Govel'nor and Council, under the provisions of the pl'esent 
Inw, levied a tax 011 railroad companies amounting to $99,-
122.29; of this amount $71,3G0.41 was promptly paid. The 
payment of the balance will clepemlupon the cOllstittltiollality 
of the statute, 
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The duties pertaining to the office of Attorney General are 
increasing. Important qllestions involving the construction 
of laws, the assessment and collection of taxes, the prepara­
tion of suitable blanks, and a variety of similar matters which 
require legal research and advice, have been submitted to the 
Attorney General, by the Executive nnd other departments, 
and have received prompt attentilHl, with satisfactory resnlts. 
The statistics and informalion contained in the report al'e 
valuable, and thc snggestions al'e worthy of your consideration. 

FISHEIUES AND GAME. . 
The reports of the COlllmissioner fo!' the past two years 

indicate favorable results from the money expended by the 
State. Populal' feeling justly sustnins the department of 
Fisheries and Game. Efficient laws should be passed and 
enfol'ced, sustaining the policy of the State in the pl'opaga­
tion of fish and game. Serious eomplaints have been made in 
regard to the manner of taking and the disposition of small 
lobsters, which without nome remedy will produce deletel'ious 
consequences. The suggestions of the Commissioner are 
worthy of cOllsideration. 

INSURANCE. 

The Commissioller has compiled valuable statistics in re­
gard to the several companies doing business in this State. 
r cOlllmencl to you his suggestionn and recommendations. 
The husiue:,;s is important, fa!' reiwhing in its effects, and re­
quires thorough supervision. 

INDIAN TRIBES. 

A persollal inspection by the Goverl1or and Council 
furnishes evidence tbat these wards of the State are making 
substantial improvement and advancement in education and 
agriellltlll·e. Tl'eaty obligations require the State to make 
annual appropriations for their henefit in these particulars. 

TAXATION. 

The necessary expenses of the State GOV8l'1lmcnt ,;hollld 
llot be curtailed. Tbe dcmands of edllcation, State institll­
tiol):';, cbarities, and military defence, call for adequate appro­
priations fiJI' the [Ill b lie good. There should be stric:t economy 
in all cxpellditul'es. 
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The Legislature of 1874 inaugurated a new system of tax­
ation, seeking to equalize it by removing a part of the burden 
from the productive industries of the State and transferring' 
it to capital invested in railroad, telegraph, express and 
insurance companies, savings banks, and like corporations 
and business. By repeated changes of law, u system of tax­
atiem has been legalized and snstained by the constitutional 
authorities of the State, which has brought a new revenue 
into our treasury, and thereby lightened the burden on visible 
property. 

The State of Yermont has already provided, by a tax on 
the several interests, a sum sufficiellt for all the State ex­
penditures without assessing a sing'le dollar on the several 
towns and cities. 

I would suggest that the Legislature investigate the present 
system of taxation, as far as practicahle, that measures may 
he devised to provide that all kinc1s of pl'Opcrty and interests 
be reached, so that, ill a just wny, public burdens may be 
equalized; to this end I recommend that It proper tax he 
levied on telephone companies doing business in the StaLe. 

TElIIPERANCE AND PROHIBITION. 

Temperance has been fOl' many yenrs one of the leading' 
public qucstions and has enlisted the service of many of the 
best men and womcn of our State. Prohibition had been 
pl'Ominent in the politics of the State; and, nfter nn active 
agitation through mallY years, the :Muine Law was adopted 
in 1851. The evidence is unmistnlmble that a majority of 
OUI' people favor the policy of prohibition, and there are few 
localities which do not favor a wise and impartial enforcement 
of all law relating thereto. There has undoubtedly been a 
difference of opinion among good and conscientioLls citizens 
in regard to the best mode of eradicating intemperance, but 
there are few who arc unwilling to admit that there has been 
a wonderful change for the hetter in public sentiment where 
the law hus been rigidl'y enforced. In 11 large part of the 
State, embracing more than three-fourths of our population, 
the liquol' tl'Uffic is practically unknown. It lingers on It 

small scale, and more or less secretly, in our larger towns 
and cities, pl'Oducing in them the evils which inevitably arise 
fl'Om it 'wherever it exists. 



GOVERNOR ROBIl!;'S ADDRESS. 

The sllccessful party at the recent election affirmed the 
principles of prohibition in its res~lutions, and also recom­
mended that the people of our State be allowed the 01'1'01'­

. tllnity of expressing an opinion at the polls, on a constitu­
tional amendment, which, if adopted, will nmke pl'ohibition 
a part of the organic law of the State. Kansas and Iowa, by 
a vote of the people, have illcorporated pl'ohibition into their 
respective constitutions, and a very active agitation is now in 
progress in many other States to the same end. The right of 
the people to determine for themseh'es what is most condu­
cive to their interests, is in accord with the theory of popular 
government. Fnrthermore, constitutional prohibition would 
have the effect of keeping the question, to a considerable 
extent, if not entirely, out of party politics. In view of 
th~se facts, the Legislature will be culled npon by petition 
and otherwise, as it has already been asked by the voice of 
the sovereign people, to submit to them the determination of 
this question. It is your province to consider this request, 
and whatever may be the final result, let the voice of the 
people be the law of thc land. 

IMPORTANT MATTEHS. 

I would call your attention to the consideration of some 
better method of collecting statistics in regard to the re­
sources, industries and material growth of our State; to the 
appointment of a valuation commission at some future day, 
looking for a more systematic and just valuation of the State, 
and a better distribution of the burdens of taxation. 

The question of giving' the women of our State the right 
of suffI'age on all occasions, at least the practicability of 
removing many restrictions, is in keeping with justice and 
progl'ess made by other States and worthy of favorable 
legisla tion. 

DANGEROUS HERESIES. 

Of late, public attention has been called to what is styled 
the unequal distribution of property by a class of agitators, 
whose purpose appears to be t"o create discontent among the 
masses, by the advocaey of some indefinite scheme for the 
equal distribution of property outside the law. Becanse all 
men are equal in the eye of the law, they illogically aSSllme 
that they should enjoy equal ownership in property. Plansible 

205 



206 GOVERNOR ROBIE'S ADDRESS. 

at; mny be this doctrine in theory, in practice it would destroy 
that motive and ambition which inspire the individnal to the 
highest effort. Under the most f:lVorable conditions a given 
number of men will not acquire the same possessions. Place 
two men side by side in the same occupation; one will acquire 
property year by year, while each year's end will find the 
other in less favorable circnmstances than at its beginning. 
Does anyone bclieve that any policy of government or any 
code of laws can make both these men equally successful? If 
not, is there any pretence of j llstice in a theoey which claims 
that these men should be put upon a level, by despoiling one 
of his accumulations to make up for lack of skill, care or 
industry in the other? 

Law can and should protect the poor and the weak against 
the exactions of the powerful and grasping; it can secme to 
the unfortunate a given amount of property which the credi­
tor should be forbidden to touch; it can make him secure in 
the prosecution of an honorable vocation; it can give the 
laborer a first lien upon the products of labor and' capital for 
his wages; it can and shou Id compel corporate wealth to 
respect pcrsonal rights, should it attempt to ignore them, 
All this the laws of this State now give to the humblest indi­
vidual. Further, our system of taxation treats with property 
rather than with pen;ons; to that end, Olll' public schools are 
largely supported by a gencral tax, so that many of the 
smaller and poorer towns receive more than they contribute. 

Is there a sane man in Maille who will say to-day, that the 
laws should be so changed, as to take the propelty of the 
more prosperous and divide it among those less so? Indeed, 
is there one who will ofrer a systcm by which pl'osent appal'­
ent inequalities can be prevented? 

Equality of conditions is known ollly among those savnge 
tribes where poverty and want are the common lot, As soon 
us men achieve civilization, a part will be more successful in· 
the accllmulation of wealth than the mallY, j List as a few men 
will excel the majority by force of their superior intellectual 
endowments, 

" The State can do this: it can give to all an edueation which 
will, as fnr as human agency Cttll do it, remove natural differ­
ences between men and enable them to intelligently make use 
of their natural endowments. Industry, energy, and pru-
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dence with good common sense, will uSllally insure a good 
degree of succeS8. 

Only the communist and the demagogue will ignore these 
truths. :More than all other influcnces, the teacher, the press 
and the pulpit can impress upon the young those principles 
of honesty, honor, self-reliance, per,~everance and economy, 
which will insure a competency to all. 

,CORPORATE VVEALTH. 

In this State the relations between capital and labor have 
always been pleasnnt and satisfactory. There exists hnrmony 
and good feeling and a reciprocity of interest between all 
classes and all vocations. This should be encouraged by 
every good citizen. The evils of monopoly and the power 
exerted by consolidated wealth, injuriously felt ill some com­
munities, are not likely to gain any dangerous foothold among 
an intelligent people, and where the ownership of land is so 
largely anel well distributeel as, it is in Maine. The general 
intelligence and virtue of the people will stand as a barrier 
against any unjust oppression arising from any SOUl'ce ; and 
it will protect the ownership of property, and the rights of 
evel'y individual, with the single purpose of doing justice to 
the citizen, whether rich or poor. Let every conces::;ion he 
made and all laws be passed, which will elevate those indus­
trial classes and interests which add so much to the dignity, 
importancc and material advancement of Oul' State. 

In the routine of business life there canllot be absolute 
secl1l'ity from wrong practices, neither can justice be meted 
out eqnally to all classes aud vocations. There sLould, how­
evel', be an intelligcnt watchfulness on the part of the less 
favored communities and their representatives who, by the 
nature of their vocations and the laws which regulate busi­
ness, can never accumulate large fortunes, so that justice, afl 
fnt' as possible by law, lllay be secured; the real ohject of 
popular government being to secmc to all the grentest good 
and the widest field for cffort. Popular opinion should not 
only be enlightened, but the l~lhlic conscience should be kept 
alive hy high staudards of excellence. A populm' judgment 
hased ujlon such high ideals will purify and elevate politics, 
will demnnd tl'ue refol'ms, National and State economy ill 
expenditures, the abolition of unnecessary offices, and will 
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tolerate only such taxation as is essential to the public wel­
fare. Such an intelligent and conscientious public sentiment 
will demand that every possible safeguard be placed ahout 
the ballot-box; will demand an untrammeled ballot and will 
hold the faith of the State sacred. Such a public sentiment 
will maintain that sound and exalted morality, that observance 
of' the sanctity of the Sabbath and religions institutions which 
characterizcd our forefathers. It will eradicate demagogisl1l 
and will entt'UBt the public affait·s to those men who, by 
devotion to the common interests, have shown themselves 
worthy of confidence. Such a public sentiment, such exalted 
patriotism and such elevotion to the well being of all classes, 
will make us a living illustration of' the great truth. "Right­
eousness exalteth a nation." 

THE SAFEGUARD OF POPULAR GOYERNMENT. 

During the past few years, issues have arisen and contro­
versies have taken place in the State government, which have 
not only been discreditable to the State, but are calcubted to 
bring official anthority and law into contempt. It is idle now 
to enumerate these dissensions or their causes. It is better 
to point out remedies. Popular govenllnent will maintain 
the respect and regarc1 of the people so long as elections are 
fairly conducted, votes are honestly counted, and the differ­
ent depat'tments of the govel'llment exercise their constitu­
tional functions without treuching' upon the others. The 
Executive shall take care that the laws are faithfully enforced, 
but the people have deelared in the late election, that the 
Govel'l1or must not ignore the Executive Council, by remov­
ing officers without that advice and consent which is necessary 
to create them. Moreover, the people by a decic1ec1mnjol'ity 
have declared that the Executive branch of the govel'llment 
is as mnch bound to conform its action to the opinion of the 
Supreme COlll't, when pl'omll,lgated in obedience to the con­
stitution, as private citizens are to obey its mandates. This 
decree of the people is in harmony with the letter and spirit 
of the Constitution and the pre~edent sillce the foundation of 
the State. Such a Supreme Court as Maine has bad from the 
beginning, men of integrity and purity of character, and 
learned in the law, is not a tribunal which will transcend its 
constitutional limits. The late election in which difl'erences 
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of opinion upon this question were prominent issues, ought 
to settle them for all time. The condition of the State is 
elevated and universal society protected, when the decisions 
of upright and conscientious judges are acknowledged by 
honorable treatment, when intended to give constitutional 
justice to a Stute and constitutional expression to the will of 
the sovereign people. The repeated lesson of history should 
not be di8regarded. The times are perilous and fmught with 
mischief when the public mind becomes influenced and 
debauched by purely personal aggrandizement, by the appeals 
of the selfish, however eloquent and talented. 

To be in fact, as in name, a government of the people, 
elections should not only be free and fair, but the votes should 
bc honestly counted. All strained interpretations of law, all 
legal hair splitting by which a different result muy be secured 
than that which the Imllots cast and couuted show, or nppear 
to have been intended to show, by those who deposited them, 
are crimes against popular government of the magnitude of 
treason, for snch that offence must be held, by which the will 
of the majority is set aside and that of the minority substi­
tuted. The people of a State and Nation will cordially 
acquiesce in the result of a free election, and an honest COUllt. 
On the other hand, lIny restraint upon the fl'eeelom of the 
citizen to vote as he chooses, the tumpering with ballot boxes, 
fraudulent counts and returlls, and tricky talJlllntious sup- ' 
pres::;ing or changing results in elections, will he followed by 
further abuses and if loug continued will end in anarchy. 

CONCLDSION. 

Fellow citizens of the LegiRlatul'e: Upon us has been 
conferred the highest honor, and to us htl ve been confided the 
nlO::;t sacred trllsts. To us has been confided the care of a 
State that hus made an illustrious record. ~Ye nre proud to 
be her sons; we cherish her hi~tory; we glory in hel'institu­
tions and achievements; we have the fullest faith in hel' future. 
In every other p[1rt of the countl'y her sons rise up to call her 
ble:;scd. Two score of shot-tom battle flags ill the hall helow 
tell us of the heroism llnd devotion of her sons. She hus 
never been without t1'lle Jlatriots and wise statesmen to serve 
her. Her escutcheon comes to us without a ::;tain. This 
goodly heritage we owe to fathers who founded Ol1l' free schools 
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and OUI' civil andl'eligious institutions by patriotic effort and 
sacrifice. It is not only a high privilege but a sacred duty to 
serve such a State. Forgetting that we are partizans, or that 
we represent this or tbat section, let us show ourselves 
worthy of OUI' ancestors, and mindful of the glorious past of 
the Dirigo State, by devoting ourselves with singleness of 
purpose to promoting the welfare of the whole State and all 
her people. In such an exalted endeavor I pledge you my 
heatty co-operation. vVe meet at a time when the depal'ture 
of the old and the beginning of the new year warns us of the 
flight of time and the decreasing' opportunities for public and 
private usefulness; let us, then, make use of present OPPOl'd 

tunities and .meet present responsibilities . 

• , For the truer life draws nigher 
Every year; 

Aud its morning star climbs highel' 
Every year; 

Earth's hold on 11S grolVs sligllterl 

Anti the heavy blll'dell lighter, 
And the da 1V1l illl1l10rtn 1 brightel' 

Every year." 

May the blessing of God attend the Legislatll1'e of 1883, 

FREDERICK ROBIE, 


