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CITY OF W ATERYILLE. 

An Aot to inoorporate the oity of Waterville. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Legislature assembled, as follows: 

SECT. 1. 'l'he inhabitants of the town of vVaterville, in 
the county of Kennebec, shall continue to be a body politic 
and corporate by the name of the city of vVaterville, and as 
such shall have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, immunities, 
powers, privileges and franchises, and be subject to all the 
duties and obligations now appertaining to or incumbent upon 
said town as a municipal corporation, 01' appertaining to or 
incumbent upon the inhabitants or selectmen thereof; and 
may ordain and publish such acts, laws and regulations, not 
inconsistent with the constitution and laws of this state, as 
shall be needful to the good order of said body politic; and 
impose fines and penalties for the breach thereof not exceed­
ing twenty dollars for anyone offense, which may be recovered 
to the use of said city, by action of debt, or on complaint 
before the municipal court in said city. 

SECT. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential 
and municipal affairs of snid city, with the government thereof, 
shall be vested in one principal magistrate, to be sty led the 
mayor; and one council of seven, to be denominated the 
board of aldel'men ; all of whom shall be inhabitants of said 
city; which boltrd shall constitute and be called the city 
council; all of whom shall be sworn to the faithful perform­
ance of the duties of their respective offices; provided, the 
board of aldermen shall not vote, assess 01' appropriate any 
money for any object or purpose for which the town of Water­
ville is not authorized to vote, assess and appropriate money, 
except for such purposes as are authorized by this act. And 
provided fU1'tlW1', that neither the board of aldermen nor any 
agent Ol' officer for the city shall borl'ow 01' hire money for or 
on account of the city 01' illhabitants thereof, except for the 
purposes for which the town of W"aterville is now by law 
Hnthorizcd to raise money; and all noteR, bonds, obligations, 
scrip or orders given by the city council or any officer or 
agent thereof, for money or property obtained for any other 
purpose, shall be void except those negotiable and in the 
hands of a bona-fide holder for value. 
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CITY OF WATERVILLE. 

SECT. 3. The mayor of said city shall be the chief execu· 
tive magistrate thereof. It shall be his duty to be vigilant 
and active in causing the laws and regulations of the city to 
be executed and enforced, to exercise a general supervision 
over the c()nduct of all subordinate officers, and.to cause their 
violations or neglect of duty to be punished. He may call 
special meetings of the board of aldermen when, in his 
opinion, the interest of the city requires it, by a notice in one 
01' more of the papers printed in the city, or by causing a 
sunllllons or notificatiou to be given in hand or left. at the 
usual dwellinf!: place of each member of the boaru to be con­
vened. He shall, from time to time, communicate to the 
board of aldermen such information and recommend such 
measures as the business and interests of the city may, in his 
opllllon, require. He shall preside in the board of aldermen, 
but shall have only a casting vote. The salary and compen­
sation of the mayor shall be two hundred dollars pel' year, 
which shall not be increased or diminished during his con­
tinuance in office, unless by the vote of the qualified electors 
in ward meetings called for that purpose, nor shall he receive 
from the city any other compensation for any services by him 
rendered in any other capacity 01' agency; provided, lwweveJ', 
the boat'd of' aldermen mny elect the mayor to any city office, 
and allow him a reasonable compenslltion for services rendered 
in such office; bnt the aldermen shall not receive any salary 
01' compensation for any services by them performed as snch, 
nOl' shall they be eligible to any other city office. 

SECT. 4. The executive powers of Raid city generally, and 
the administration of police, with all the powers of the select­
men of the town of 'Waterville, shall be vested in the mayor 
and aldermen as fully as if the same had been herein particll­
larly enumerated; all other powers now vested in the inhabi­
tants of said town, and all powers granted by this act, shall 
be vested in the mayor and aldermen of said city. The board 
of aldermen shall, annnally, on the third Monday in March, 
01' as soon thereafter as may be convenient, elect, and appoint 
for the ensuing year, all the subordinate officers and agents 
for the city, including a chief engineer, and other nccessary 
engineers of the fire department, which chief engineer, and, 
in his absence, the subordinate engineers, shall have all the 
power and authority that firewurds now have; shall define 
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their duties, fix their compensation~ and may, by vote, remove CHAP. 281 
officers when, in their opinion, sufficient cause for their ~~~~~~s:emoved 

removal exists. All officers shall be chosen and vacancies 
supplied, for the current year, except as herein otherwise 
provided. All the said tlubol'dinate officers and agents shall 
hold their offices during the ensuing year, and till others shall 
be elected and qualified in their stead, unless sooner removed 
by the board of aldermen; and all moneys received and 
collected for and on account of the city, by any officer or 
agent thereof, shall forthwith be paid into the city treasllry. 
The hoard of aldermen IOhall take care that moneys shall not 
be paid frolll the treasnry unless granted 01' appropl'iated: 
shall lOeClll'e a prompt and just accountability by reql1il'ing 
bonds with sufficient penalties and sureties, from all pel'sons 
trusted with the receipt or custody of the pulllic moncy; 
shall have the care and superintendence of the city public 
buildings, and the custody and management of all the city 
property, with powers to let 01' sell what lllay be legally let 
or sold; and to purchase, in tho name of the city, such real 
or pertlOllUl propertYl not exceeding the sum of one humli'ed 
thoutland dollars, including the property now owned by the 
tOWI1, as they may decm of public utility. And the hoard of 
aldermen shall, as often as once u year, cause to be published 
for the informution of the inhabitants, an account of reeeipts 
and expellditures, und a schedule of the city pl'operty; and 
no monoy shall be paid from the tl'easUl'y u nles;.; the same be 
appropriated by the hoard of aldel'men, and upon a warrant 
signed hy the mayor, which WlU'l'uut shall state the appropri­
ation II nder which the same is dm wn, 

SECT. 5. Every law, act, ordinllnce or bill appropriating 
money, having passed the hoard of aldermen, shall be 
presented to tho mayor, and if he approve the same, he shall 
sign it; if not, he shall retul'l1 it within seven days, with his 
objections, to the hoard of aldermen, which shall enter the 
ohjections at large on its joul'l1als, and \It'ooe€d to reconsider 
said law, act, ordinance or bill. If, upon such l'cconsidemtion, 
a majority of the whole numher of the lJOat'd of aldermon shall 
agree to pass it, it shall have the same effect as if signed by 
the mayor, 

RECT, 6, City assessors shall be annually nppointed hy 
the hoard of ald:'J'll1cn, wbo s!:nll excrc;,;;c amI 1)p sllhj('ct to 
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CITY OF W ATERVILL1<J, 

the same powers, duties and litLhilities that the assessors in 
the several towns in this state lllay exercise and be subject to 
under existing laws; p1'ovided, however, that the boat'd of 
aldermen may appoint one person in each ward, whose duty 
it shall he to furnish the assessors with all necessary informa­
tion relative to persons and property taxable in his ward, and 
who shall be swom to the faithful performance of his duty. 
All taxes shall be assessed, apportioned and collected in the 
manner prescribed by the laws of this Htate relative to town 
taxes; provided, lwweve1', that it shull be lawful for the board 
of aldermen to establish further and additional provisions for 
the collectioll thereof. 

SECT. 7. The board of aldermen shall have exclusive 
power and authority to layout any new street 01' public way, 
or widen 01' othcrwise niter or discontinue any street or way 
in said city, and to estimate the damage any person lllay 
sllstain thereby, and shall in all other respects be governed 
by, and be subject to, such rules and restrictions as are by 
law provided in this stnte for regulating the laying out of 
public highways and repairing streets. And any person 
aggrieved by the decision or judgment of said board of alder­
men, may, as fur as relates to damages, have them assessed by 
a committee or jury, as is now by law provided; and allY high­
way or town way, or bridge which has been, or may hereafter 
be located within said town 01' city, shall, nevertheless, be 
deemed to be legally located and established, provided that 
the county cOlllmissioners of Kennebec count.y, shall have 
power to layout, wielen, or ot.herwise alter 01' discolltinue, 
within said city, any part of any county road that has been 
01' shall he by them laid out in any adjoining town or towns, 
and passing thence into 01' through said city, according to the 
provisions of law; and any such county road which htLS' been 
so laid out, altered, widened or discontinued within the limits 
of said city, shall be deemed to be legally laid out, altered, 
widened or discontinued, reserving, however, in all cases 
where the proceeding'S have not been fully closed and recorded, 
to all persons whose land has been taken, the same rights, and 
the same time after the passage of this act, that they would 
have had if the proceedings had been legal, to petition for an 
increase of clamuges, and t.he same. mny be determined in the 
mallnel' now pr()vicled by law in oth~r l'H::iC8. 
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SECT. 8. It shall be lawful for the board of aldermen, by CHAP. 281 

a committee by them appointed, or by instructi.ons to the 
commissioners of ~tl'eets, to appropriate, set off and reserve 
as side-walks, such part or portion of the several streets in 
said city, now or hereafter to be establi~hed, as to said board 
of aldermen may appear necessary for the safety, convenience 
and accommodation of foot passengers. It shall be lawful 
for the board of aldermen to permit or direct posts of stone, 
or wood, or treRS to be placed along the edge of said side­
walk next to the traveled part of the street, in such number 
and manner as they may deem necessary to protect said side­
walks and the persons traveling thereon from damage or 
inconvenience from teams or carriages. So mnch of the 
several streets in said city as shall be appropriated and reserved 
as side-walks, agreeable to the provisions of this act, shall be 
taken and deemed to be reserved exclusively for the accom­
modation, convenience and nse of persons traveling on foot; 
and said city shall not be liable to damages for any injury 
done or occasioned in consequence of any cart, ca1'l'iages, 
wagon, or other vehicle, or any team or animal striking against 
any of said side-walks, or the posts or trees set or placed to 
defeud the same. The several side-walks on the streets. in 
said city, as at present established and used, shall be taken 
and deemed to be the proper and lawful reservation for that 
purpose, until altered or otherwise established by t.he proper 
authority. 

SECT. 9. The board of aldermen shall have power, on 
such terms and conditions as they may think proper, to 
authorize and empower any person or corporation to place in 
any street, for such time as may be necessary, any materials 
for making or repairing any street, side-walk, cross-walk, 
bridge, water-course or drain, or for erecti.ng, repairing or 
finishing uny building 01' fences, provided that no mOl'e than 
one-third of the width of the street shall be so occupied; and 
such materials so placed by virtue of any license obtained as 
aforesaid, shall not be considered an incumbrance or nuisance 
in such street, and the city, or person or corporation so plac­
ing the same, shall not be liable for any damages occasioned 
by such materials. 

SEC'!'. 10. All the laws and regulations now in force in 
snid town shall, notwithstanding this act, be and I'emain in 
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CHAP. 281 force until they expire by their own limitations, or be revised 
or repealed by the board of aldermen; and prosecutions and 
suits may be commenced Hnd proceeded thereon in the llame 
of the city, by officers or other persons thereby empowered 
or directed to prosecute and sue; and the fines and penalties 
shall g;o to the nses in snch laws or regulations named, and 
according to law. 

Wards. SECT. 11. For the plll'pose of holding elections, said city 
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shall, after the first election, be divided into not less than five 
nor more than seven wards, to contain, as ncar as conveniently 
may be, an equal number of inhabitants i and it shall be the 
duty of the board of aldermen, once in ten years and not 
oftener than five years, to review, and if it be needful, to 
alter said wards, in snch munner as to preserve as nearly as 
may he an equal numlJer of inhabitants in each ward. In 
each of said wards ·there slmll annually, on the first .Monday 
of March he chosen by ballot, a warden and clerk, who shall 
hold their offices until Tuesday next after the first Monday of 
Murch of the succeeding year, and until others have been 
chosen and qualified in their stead. Said wal'llen and clerk 
shall be SWOl'll to the faithful performance of theil' duty, by 
nny justice of' the peace or lJy the person presiding in said 
meeting or by the clerk of" said ward, and a certificate of snch 
oath having lJeen administered, shall be entered by the clerk 
on the records of said ward. The wardens shall preside at all 
wal'll meetings, with the powers of moderators of' town meet-
ings, Hnd if at any meeting the warden shall not be present, 
the clerk of the ward shall call the meeting to order and 
preside till a warden ))1'0 tem. shall he chosen. If neither 
the warden nor clerk shall be present, any legal voter in the 
ward may preside till a clerk pro tem. shall be chosen and 
qualified. The clerk shall record all the proceedings and 
certify the votes given and deliver over to his successor in 
office all sllch records and journals, together with all other 
docllments and papers held by him in said capncity. Tho 
inhalJitants of each ward may choose two persons to assist 
the warden in reoeiving, sorting and cOllnting the votes. 
The list of the llames of the l('glLl voters in ench ward shall 
be prepared by the assessors and board of' aldermen, assisted 
by the wardens, in the same manner and under the same 
restrictions, as [Ire imposed by the laws of this state on the 
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assessors and selectmen of towns; and aU regular ward meet- CHAP. 281 
ings shall be notified and called by the mayor and aldermen 
in the manner provided in the laws of this state for notify-
ing and calling town meetings by the selectmen of the several 
towns, excepting that ward mectings for the election of mayor, 
after the second trial, may be called within the time provided 
in slIch cases in this act. 

SECT. 12. The mayor shall be elected from the citizens 
at largc, by the inhabitants of the citv voting in their respect­
ive wards. One alderman shall be elected by each ward, 
being a resident in the ward where elected. All said officers 
shall be electcd by ballot, by a majority of the votes given, 
and shall hold their offices one year from the thil'd Monday 
in March, and uutil others Hhall be elected in their places; 
jJ1'ovided, however, that if the city slmll be divided into less 
thau seveu wards, then oue or two, as the case may be, of the 
aldermen shall be elected at large by the inhabitants of the 
city, the whole nUt11bel' of aldermen in no case to be more 
than seven, as provided in section two of this act. 

SECT. 13. The mayor and aldermen 'shall appoint a city 
marshal in the manner provided in section fOllr of this act, 
who sl{[tll have all thc powers and exet'cise all the duties that 
now nppel'tain to constables of towns, and who shall be chief 
of the city police, and as snch lllny enforcc slIch ordinances 
and regulations Hnder thc direction of the mayor as nmy be 
adoptcd by the board of aldermen for the' government of the 
city of ·Waterville. 

SECT. 14. On the first Monday of March, an llllltlly , the 
qualified electors of ellch ward shall ballot fot' a mayor, one 
alderman, wardcn and clcrk; all the votes given for the said 
seventl officers rcspectively shall be sorted, counted, dcelal'ed 
und regit3tered in open ward meeting by causing the ntLllletl of 
persons voted for and the numher of votes given for each to 
be written on the ward record at length. The ward clerk, 
within twenty-four hOllrH after such election, shall deliver to 
the person elected alderlnan a certificate of hi:; election, and 
shall forthwith deliver to the city clerk a ccrtified copy of the 
record of such election; )J1'ovicled, lwweve1', that if the choice 
of nn alderman cannot conveniently be effected on that day, 
the meeting may he adjourned from day to day to complete 
stich election. If 011 the second balloting for UllY aldel'man, 
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warden or clerk, It choice shall not he effected hy a majority 
vote, then the persons receiving the highest number of votes 
for any of those offices at the subsequent trial shall be declared 
elected; if no one shall then have such highest number, the 
balloting shall be continued f!'Om day to day until a choice is 
thns effected, The board of aldermen shall, as soon as con­
veniently may be, examine the copies of the records of the 
several wards, certified as aforesaid, and flhall cause the person 
who shall have been elected mayor, by a majority of votes 
given in all the wards, to be notified in writing of his election; 
but if it shall appeal' that no perflon shall have been elected, 
01' if the person elected shall refuse to accept the office, the 
said board shall issue their warrants for another election; and 
in case the citizens should fall on a second ballot to elect a 
mayor, the said board shall again issue their warrants for a 
third election, to be held not less than three nor more than 
seven days thereafter, at which election the candidate having 
the greatest number of votes shall be declared elected and 
notified as aforesaid; if no one shall then have snch number, 
fmther elections sliall in the same mannel' be ordered, till a 
choice shall be made by flame one having the highest number 
of votes; and in ease of a "aeancy in the office of mayor by 
death, resignation or otherwise, it shall be filled for the remain­
der of the term by a new election in the manner herein before 
provided for the choke of flaid officer; and in the meantime the 
president 1)1'0 tempore of the board of aldermen shall perform 
the duties of mayor, The oath prescribed by this act shall 
be administered to the mayor by the city cierk or any justice 
of the peace, The alclermen shall, on the third Monday of 
JYlllrch, at ten o'clock in the forenooll, meet in convention, 
when the oath requil'ed by the serond section of this act shall 
be ndministered to the members of the board of aldermen 
present, by the Il1ltyOI' 01' any j nstice of' the peace. 

SECT. 15. The city clerk shall be the clerk of the board 
of aldermcn; hc flhall perform snch duties as shall be pre­
sCI'ihed by the boaI'd of aldermen, and shall perform aU 
clnties, and exercise an the powers, by law incumbent upon or 
vested in the town clerk of the town of vVaterville; he shall 

Wnrlmeelings. give notice in oue or more of' the papcl's printed in said city, 
of the time Hnd place of regnlar ward meetings ; but the place 
of regular ward meetings, and also the clay and hOllr, when 
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not fixed by law, shall be determined by the board of nlder- CHAP. 281 
men. The board of aldermen may, in the absence of the 
mayor, choose a president P1'O tempore, who shall preside at 
meetings of the board. The board shall keep a record of its 
proceedings, and judge of the election of its own members; 
and in case of failure of' election, or vacancy by death, resig­
nation or otherwise, may order new elections. A quornm 
for the transaction of business shall consist of a majority of 
the members thereof; all meetings of the aldermen shall be 
open and public, and the presiding officer shall have the power 
of moderators of town meetings. At any meeting, when any 
two members shall request it, the vote shall be taken by yeas 
and nays, which shall be recorded by the clerk. 

SECT. 16. For the plll'pose of organizing the system of 
government hereby established, and pntting the same in oper­
ation in the first instance, the selectmen of the town for the 
time being shall seasonably, before the third Monday of 
March next aftel' the acceptance of this charter, issue their 
warrant for calling a meeting of the citizensat such place and 
honr upon said day as they shall think expp,dient, for the 
purpose of choosing a mayor and seven aldermen, to be taken 
from the city at large; and in case said elections shall not be 
completed at the first election, then to issue a new warrant 
until such election shall be eOlllpleted; and the town clerk 
fot'tlw time being shall give notice thereof to the several 
persons elected; and it shall be the duty of the board of 
aldermen, immediately after their first organization, to elect 
by ballot a city clerk and all other necessary city officers, who 
shall hold their offices respecti ve ly until others are chosen and 
qualified in their placcs. Anel it shall be the duty of the 
mayor and aldermen first elected at large, as soon as may be, 
after their organization, to cause a division of said city to be 
made into not less than five, nor more than seven wards, in 
such manner as to include as nearly as conveniently may be, 
consistently with well defined limits to each' ward, an equal 
number of inhabitants in each ward. And at the first meet­
ing after snch division into ward:..;, any inhabitant of said 
wards, being' n legal voter, may call the citizens to oreIer and 
preside until a warden shall have been chosen; and at said 
first meeting a list of voters in each ward, prepared and cor­
reetecl hy the linnI'd of alderlllen, shall be delivered to the 
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CHAP. 281 clerk of each ward when elected, to be used as pl'ovided by 
the laws in tOWI1 meetings. 
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SECT. 17. The bOHrd of aldermen shall have authority to 
establish and make l'egu lations for the measurement and sale 
of wood and bark in said city, whether brought by teams or 
railroad, and may affix suitable penalties for the violations 
thereof, anything in the public laws of the state to the con~ 
trat'y notwithstandi ng. 

SECT. 18. The board of aldermen are hereby authorized 
and empowered to pass any ordinance or ol'dinances regulat~ 
ing or fot'bidding the erection of wooden buildings on any 
street or streets in said eity, when they may deem it necessary 
01' conducive to the public safety. 

SECT. 19. The board of aldermen may mal;,:e and establish 
such ordinances 01' regulations as they may deem for the pub­
lic good for the regulation of carts, drays or othet' teams in 
said city, and prescribing the width of tire that shall be used. 

SECT. 20. All the power and authority 'Vested ·in the 
inhabitants of any school district in the city of ,Vaterville1 

by virtue of chapter eleven of the revised statutes relating to 
the education of youth, and of the amendments thereof and 
acts additional thereto, shall be, and the same is hereby 1 

invested in the board of aldermen of the city as aforesaid. 
SECT. 21. This act shall take effect and be in full force 

when the same shall have been accepteel by the inhabitants of 
said town qualified to vote in town affairs, at a legal mecting 
called fot, that plll'pose, provided it shall he acceptcd within 
five years from the passage of this aet; but no more than one 
meeting for that purpose shall be called in anyone year. 
And at such meeting the inhabitants of said town shall vote 
by a written ballot, those in favor of accepting this act hav­
ing on the ballot the word e yes,' and those opposed having on 
the ballot the word e no ;' and if a majority of all the ballots 
reeeived are in favor of accepting the same, it shall then 
become a law ailu take effect. And it shall be the duty of 
the clerk of said town to file a copy of the record of the vote 
of said town accepting the same, with the cleek of the city of 
,Yatcrville, when elected, who shall transcribe such copy intO' 
the records of the city, and sllch record shall be conclusive 
evidence that this act bas been accepted. 



MUNICIPAL COURT OF AUBURN. 

SECT. 22. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this 
act aee hereby repealed from and aftel' the time when this act 
shall have been accepted as aforesaid, find the government 
shall have been organized as herein provided. 

Approved February 28, 1883. 

An Act to amend an a.ct, entitled" An Aet to establish 11 Munioipal Court in the oity 
of Auburn." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repr'esentatives 
in Legislattt1'e a8sembled, as follows: 

SEm. 1. Parngl'uph four of section two of an act entitled 
"An Act to establish a municipal COlll't for the city of 
Auburn," approved Fp.bl'lutry seventeen, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-five, is hereby amended by striking out all 
between the words" and" in the fourth line, and" within" in 
the fifth line, and inserting instead thereof the words, 
'defendant resides,' so that said pal'llgmph, as amended, shall 
~'ead as follows: 

'Fourtl~. Ol'iginal jurisdiction, conClll'l'ent with the supreme 
judicial court and the municipal court of the city of Lewiston: 
of aU civil actions in which the debt or damages ,do not 
exceed one hUllched dollars, and the defendant· resides within 
the county of Androscoggin; p1'ovided that any action, civil 
or cl'iminnl, in which the judge is iuterested, but which would 
otherwise be within the exclusive jlll'isdiction of said cOllrt, 
may be brought in and disposed of by the Lewiston municipal 
court, in the same mnnner and with like effect as other actions 
therein.' 

SECT. 2. Section ten of said act is hereby amended so as 
to read as follows: 

'SECT. 10. The costs and fees allowed to parties, attorneys 
and witnesses in all civil actions in said court, in which the 
debt or damages recovered does not exceed twenty dollars, 
and in actions of forcible entry and detainer, shall be the 
same allowed by trial justices in like actions before them, 
except that the plaintifl', if he prevail, shall be allowed two 
dollars for his writ, and the defendant, if he prevail, two 
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