
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



AOTS AND RESOLVES 

OF THE 

FIFTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE. 

1877. 

Published by the Seoretary of Stato, agreeably to Resolves of Juno 28, 1820, 
February 28, 184,0, and .Maroh 16, 184,2. 

AUGUSTA: 
SPRAGUE, OWEN & NASH, PRINTERS TO THE STATE. 

18'1'1. 



RESOLVES 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE. 

1877. 

26 



STATE LIBRARY.-SEC. OF STATE.-CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 221 
and for postage, the sum of three hundred and eighty-one CHAP, 290 
dollars and eighty-two cents. 

Approved February 9, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of an Assistant in tho State Library. 

Resolved, 'I'hat the sum of two hundred dollars be and 
hereby is appropriated to pay an assistant in the state library 
for one year from date of passage of this resolve. 

Approved February 9,1877. 

Resolve in favor of tho Socretary of Stllte. 

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars 
be, and hereby is appropriated as a contingent fund, for the 
use of the secretary of state. 

Approved Fcbruat·y 9, 1877. 

Resolves providing for oertain amondmonts to tho Constitution of the State of Maine. 

Resolved, Tivo-thirds of both houses of the legislature con­
curring, that the following be proposed as amendments to 
the constitution of the State of Maine, to wit: 

Electors. 
No person shall vote at any election in this state, unless he 

has paid a poll tax within two years preceding the election in 
which he proposes to vote, provided said tax has been legally 
assessed upon him. 

Municipal Indebtedness. 
No city or town shall hereafter create any deUt or liability, 

which, singly, or in the aggregate with previous debts or 
liabilities, shall exceed fiv.e per centum of the last regular 
valuation of said city or town; pj'ovided, however, that the 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

adoption of this article shall not he construed as applying' to 
any fund recciyed in trust by said city or town, nor to any 
loan for the purpose of rcnewing existing loans, or for war 
or to temporary loans to be paid out of money raiscd by 
taxation during the year in which they are made. 

Resolved, That the aldermen of the several chies, and 
selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors of the 
several Iilantations, in the sta,t.e, are hereby empowered and 
directed to notify the inhabitants of theiT respective cities, 
towns and plantations, in the manner prescribed by law, at 
the annual meeting in the month of September next, to give 
in their votes upon the questions whether the amendments 
proposed in the foregoing; resolve, to the constitution of the 
state, shall be madc; and the questions submitted to said 
inhabitants shall be as follows, to wit : 

Shall the constitution of the State of Maine be amended, as 
proposed by resolves of the legislature, approved on the 
ninth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-seven, to wit : (Here insert all 
the above named proposed amendments, se1'iatim et ve1'batim.) 

Resolved, That the aldermen of the several cities, the 
selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors of the 
several plantations, in this state, at the general election to be 
held in this state on the second Monday of September next, 
shall provide, at each poll in the state, a separate box to 
reeeiye the ballots of the electors in relation to said amend­
ments ; and each elector may prcsent a ballot on which shall 
be printed or written, or partly printed and partly written, 
in the form following, namely: For all the propositions on 
this ballot which are not cancelled with ink or pencil, and 
against all which are so cancelled. For the proposed amend­
ment in relation to 

Electors. 
For the proposod amendment in relation to 

Municipal Indebtedness. 
~ho\V conuteu, Each of said ballots shall be counted as a vote for each 

Vote., how re· 
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proposition thereon not cancelled with ink or pcncil, and 
against cach proposition so cancelled. And the ballots shall 
be received, sorted, counted, declared and recorded in open 
ward, town and plantation meeting, and lists of the votes 
shall he made by the alderme1;l, selectmen, assessors and 
clerks of ' the several cities, towns, wards and plantations, and 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

returned to the office of the secretary of state, in the same 
manner as votes for governor. And the governor and council 
shall count the sflme, and make return thereof to the next 
legislature, and if a majority of the votes are in favor of any 
of said amcndments, such amendments shall be declared by 
proclamation of the governor to be adopted, and the consti­
tution shall be so amended, to take effect on the first 
vVednesc1ay of January, in the year of our Lord one thou­
sand eight hundred and sevcnty-eight. 

Resolved, That the secretary of state shall cause printed 
ballots to be prepared, in the form hereinbefore prescribed; 
and said ballots, and also proper blanks for the return of the 
votes, shall be furnished to the aldermen of the several cities, 
the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors of the 
several plantations in this state, at the same time ana in the 
same manner as blank returns for the votes for governor, and 
shall be kept at every poll during the time of voting, in 
sufficient quantities for the use of the electors; and one of 
said printed ballots shall be posted up with every warrant for 
calling the meeting for said general election, in every place 
where such warrant is required to be posted. up. 

Resolved, That the secretary of state be directed to season­
ably prepare and furnish to the municipal officers of the 
several cities, towns and plantations in the state, blank war­
rants, in due form, for the calling the neArt annual meeting 
in the month of September next, containing proper articles 
for the election of all officers required by law to be voted for, 
and also proper articles setting forth the proposed amend­
ments to the constitution of. the state, as named in the first 
resolve. 

Resolved, That the secretary of state shall publish these 
resolves, in the same manner and at the same time that the 
public acts of the legislature are required 'to be published. 

Approved FebL'Uary 9, 1877. 
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