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STATE OF MAINE. 
IN SENATE, January 17, 1826. 

The joint standing Committee on State Lands, to whom was 
refered so much of the Governor's Message as relates to the 
North Eastern boundary of the Stat~, have had the same un~ 
del' consideration, and REPORT :-That, notwithstanding 
more than forty years have elapsed since the bOlmdary line of 
the United States, a part of which forms the North Eastern 
boundary of Maine, was agreed upon and defined in the Trea­
ty of peace between tlw United States and his Britannic Ma­
jesty, and although that line is so described as would seem to 
present but few difficulties in ascertaining its true course and 
location, yet it has been and still is a subject of difference and 
disagreement between the two nations, where that line shall 
be made and establislwd.--:And notwithstanding the 'estabHsh­
ment of this line has been a §ubject of negotiation between 
the Governments of the United States and Great Br~tain, and 
arrangements f9r its ~nal adjustment have been made, it is 
feared that it is not now less difficult, than heretofore, to bring 
tl~e que~tion to (i just or speedy determination. When the 
government of the United States consented to adopt the source 
of the Schoodic, as and for the source of the st. Croix river, 
mentione,d in the Treaty of 1783, it was to have been expected 
that 1\0 fnrther difficuities or embarrassments, wonld have, 
been interposed Py the British Agents, in running a line from 
that point" directly North to the Northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia," thence" along the highlands which divide those, riv­
ers that empty themselves into the river St. Lawrencfl from 
those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean," and establishing it 
as the true boundary between the Pr,ovince. of Ne,w Bruns­
wick and the United States; but so far from this reasonable 
expectation being realized, it is believed that the Agent and 
Surveyors of the British government, after ascertaining that 
such line WQ\tld include within the United States a large por­
tion of the St. Johns river, and the settlements at Madawaska, 
refused to continue it further North than Mars hill, which is. 
about forty miles North of the Monument agreed to be at the 
source of the St. Croix :-this line has been extended under 
the authority of the United States to and across the S~. Johns, 
but is very far short of the Northwest angle of Nova Scotia" 
a,s contended for by the United States, and the part thus run 
is not admitted by the British government to be the tnie boun­
dary line. By the fifth ar,ticle of the Treaty of (}hent, pro­
vision was made for ascertaining and determin,ng this boun­
dary, in pursuance of which Commissioners have been ap­
pointe~ by the respective Governments to agree upon and e,So 



NORTH EASTERN BOUNDARY. 4,81 

tablish the line, but they have wholly failed to effect the ob­
ject, and their Reports of disagreement have been made to 
their ref.pective Governments, by which the question would 
appear more difficult of decision and settlement than was be­
fore apprehended. 

Th&e COlllmissioners, after six yell's of meetings, examina­
tions and surveys, have differed upon the point where 'the 
Northwest angle of Nova Scotia is-upon the meaning of the 
words" along the highlands which divide those rivers that 
empty themselves into the river S1. Lawrence from those 
which fall into the Atlantic Ocean"-and upon the admission 
of the maps presented by each Commissioner as indicating the 
boundary, and their reports upon these differences are elabo­
rate, contradictory and voluminous, and probably contain 
much information on the points in controversy highly inter­
esting to this State. The Treaty of Ghent also provides that 
in the event, which has happened, of the Commissioners dif­
fering upon all or any of the matters referred to them, they 
should make jointly or separqtely Report or Reports to the 
two Governments stating in detail the grounds on which they 
differ, and the grounds upon which their respective opinions 
have been formed, upon which the two Governments would 
refer the Report or Repol'ts to some friendly sovereign who 
should be requested to decide on the differences which should 
~e stated in such Report. It must be f~een that such an appeal 
1tnde1' such statements milY be hilzardous to the just rights of this 
State, and shoul~ be avoided if any other mode of settling the 
boundary more likely to develope the truth of the case, can 
be adopted.-It is presumed that for these, among other con­
siderations, the government of the United States are attempt~ 
ing to Eettle the boundary by negotiation, and although the 
subject is entrusted to the care and management of those who 
will conduct it with ability and a due reg;al'd to the interests 
of this 8.tate, there is but little reason to expect a recognition 
on the part of the British government of our just rights, or 
an early adjustment of the difficulty. 

The extent of territory affected by the different contructions 
contended for is very great, and its value and importance to 
Maine are far beyond what is generally apprehended, and the 
time has arrived when it behooves a wise Legislature to give 
its attention to the subject.-It is believed that the Agents of· 
the British government and the leading men of the Provinces 
contiguous to Maine, have been for years and yet are vigilant, 
attentive and persevering in their efforts to obtain, arrange 
and preferve all such maps, documents, surveys and evidence, 
its tend to strengthen their claim and emba~Tass QUI'S, while 



482 NORTH EASTERN BOUNDARY. 

we, relying upon the justice and clearness of our claim, 'havii 
remained so inactive and inattentive to the subject, that few, if 
any, of our citizens can say with any conlhlence where, or 
within fifty miles of what place, we claim that the line should 
be fixed and established-and ~f any proposition of compromis~ 
should be made to the General Government and referred to this 
State for acceptance or rejection, who among us could say 
whether it ought to be submitted to or not? 

Your Committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of such 
measures as will ensure the procurem~nt and deposite; within 
the State, of copies of llll such maps, documents, publications, 
surveys and evidence, as may tend to indicate and establish th!.) 
extent of our rights in the interesting subject of our North Eas­
tern bounda.ry, for which pnrpose they respectfully submit th~ 
Il.CCOmpanymg Resolve. 

R. WILLIAMS, Pel' Ol'dj;l'" 

CHAPTER II. 

Resolve respecting the North Eastern boundury of the State. 

Resolved, That the Governor, for the time being, be atlthori~ 
zed and requested to take such measures as he may think expe, 
dient anu effectual, to procure for the use of the State, copies of 
all such maps, documents, publications, papers and surveys, 
relating to the North Eastern boundary of the United States, 
described in the treaty of 1783, and such other information on 
that subject, as he may deem necessary and useful for this State 
to be possessed of; and that the sum of five lUUldred dollars be 
appropriated to carry into effect the provisions of this Resolve; 
and that the Governor be authorized to draw his warrants on 
the Treasury for the same, as occasion, 6'om tiIll-e to time, may 
require, 11e to be accountable for the same. 

Resolved, That the Governor of this State, in conjunction 
with the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massaehusetts r 
(provided said Commonwealth shall eon em- in the measure,) 
be authorized to cause the Eastern and Northern lines of the 
State of Mainc to he explored, and tlt"e monuments, upon those 
lines, mentioned in the treaty of 1183, to be ascertained in such 
J113.nner as may be deemed,most expedient. . 

[<qppr-overl by the Governor', Jr.Htt6W·Y 26, ~82{q 


