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Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order. 

NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1246 

H. P. I I II House of Representatives, March 3, 1953 
Referred to the Committee on Public Health. Sent up for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Roberts of Dexter. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY -THREE 

AN ACT Relating to the Registration and Practice of Osteopathic 
Physicians and Surgeons. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 64, § 4, amended. Section 4 of chapter 64 of the re
vised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

·Sec. 4. Registration; qualifications; fees. Any person, before engag
ing in the practice of osteopathy in this state, shall make application for a 
certificate to practice osteopathy to the board, on a form prescribed by said 
board. Said application shall be filed with the secretary of the board, at 
least 7 days before the date of examination, together with a deposit of $25, 
which said deposit shall be returned to the applicant in case the applica
tion is rejected. Each must be at least 21 years of age and shall present 
a diploma from a high school, academy, state normal school, college or uni
versity, or otherwise satisfy the members of the board of sufficient prior 
academic education. The applicant shall present evidence of having com
pleted 2 years professional study in a reputable college or university, if 
he matriculated in an osteopathic college after October I, 1941. The appli
cant shall also present a diploma by a legally chartered osteopathic college 
or university in good standing and having the power to confer degrees in 
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osteopathy, which diploma shall show that it was granted on personal at
tendance of the applicant and completion of a course of not less than 9 
months in a year for 4 separate years. Applicants graduating from an 
osteopathic college after October I, 1953 shall present evidence of having 
completed an internship in a hospital conforming to the minimum standards 
for the approval of intern training hospitals of the American Osteopathic 
Association. All applicants 111ust also present a certificate of good moral 
character, and such other reasonable and proper facts as the board in its 
blank application may require.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 64, § 5, amended. The 4th sentence of section 5 of 
chapter 64 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Every graduate of a reputable school of osteopathy who has been strictly 
examined and thereafter licensed to practice osteopathy in another state, 
which has the same or equivalent educational standards as this state, may 
be licensed to practice osteopathy in this state upon the payment of ~ 
$50 and the production to the board of his or her diploma, the license ob
tained in such other state, and satisfactory evidence of good moral char
acter; but the board may, at its discretion, require an examination of any 
such applicant.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 64, § 6, amended. The 1st sentence of section 6 of chap
ter 64 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Every osteopathic physician legally licensed to practice osteopathy and in 
practice in this state shall, on or before the 1st day of January of each year, 
pay to the secretary of the board a fee of $2 $4 for the renewal of his or 
her certificate to practice; provided that in addition to the payment of 
such renewal fee, each licensee so applying for the renewal of his or her 
certificate shall furnish to said board satisfactory evidence that he or she 
has attended in the year preceding at least 2 days of 5 hours each ~ ~ an 
annual osteopathic educational program devoted to postgraduate instruc
tion and training in osteopathy, surgery and obstetrics approved by the 
board; and the board may in its discretion approve courses meeting such 
standards conducted by the Maine osteopathic association, or its equivalent 
to the approval of said board, in the year preceding.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 64, § 7, amended. Section 7 of chapter 64 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: """"""" 

'Sec. 7. Certificate publicly displayed; rights under certificate. When 
the board shall have granted to a person the certificate mentioned in section 
5, such certificate shall designate the holder as an osteopathic physician, 
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and shall be publicly displayed at the person's principal place of business 
as long as such person shall continue to practice osteopathy for gain or 
hire. Such certificate shall entitle the person to whom it is granted to prac
tice osteopathy in any county in this state, in all its branches as taught and 
practiced by the recognized schools and colleges of osteopathy, with the 
right to use such drugs as are necessary in the practice of osteopathy, sur
gery and obstetrics, including narcotics, antiseptics and anesthetics. Pro
vided, however, that no osteopathic physician shall practice major surgery 
or obstetrics, who has not graduated from an accredited osteopathic school 
or college, after a 4-year course therein, or taken sufficient postgraduate 
proper courses to constitute the equivalent thereof, properly evidenced to 
said board; and that no person heretofore registered under the provisions 
of this chapter shall practice obstetrics or surgery vvithout passing an exam
ination in surgery before said board. Any person to whom a certificate 
has been granted under the provisions of section 5. may prefix the title 
"Doctor" or the letters "Dr." to his name, when accompanied by the ~ 
words, "D.O." "osteopathic and/or surgeon" or "osteopath." , 




