MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




Transmitted by Director of Legislative Research pursuant to joint order.

NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1100

S. P. 467 In Senate, March 6, 1951
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture. Sent down for concurrence

and ordered printed.
CHESTER T. WINSLOW, Secretary
Presented by Senator Greeley of Waldo.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FIFTY-ONE

AN ACT to Control and Eradicate Bang’s Disease.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 27, § 73, amended. Section 73 of chapter 27 of the re-
vised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 73. Cattle to be tested for “Bang’s disease.” For the eradication
of Bang's disease, the commissioner or his agent in charge of hwe stoel
livestock sanitary work shall continue to have blood drawn from the
animals over 6 months of age in all herds in the state dresw# by a regularly
employed federal or state veterinarian or technician or an authorized,
accredited veterinarian and tested at the state laboratory by what is known
as the blood agglutination test, and all animals showing a positive reaction
to this test shall be identified by a “reactor” eartag and brand and shall be
slaughtered, or quarantined and handled under direct supervision of the
commissioner or his agent as provided under Plan “C,” except vaccinated
animals under 36 months of age. Officially vaccinated animals over 36
months of age may be retested before being classified as reactors. Animals
not officially vaccinated, showing a suspicious reaction to the blood agglu-
tination test, must be held on premises where found fer 6o dess and re-
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tested, or sold for slaughter only. The movement of officially vaccinated
animals not over 24 months of age shall not be restricted. The movement
of officially vaccinated animals between the ages of 24 and 36 months shall
be restricted if the agglutination is higher than incomplete in 1-100.’

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 27, § 73-A, amended. Section 73-A of chapter 27 of
the revised statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 429 of the public
laws of 1949, is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 73-A. Procedure for control and eradication. The commissioner
of agriculture shall formulate the following methods of procedure for con-
trolling and eradicating Bang’s disease:

Plan A—TEST AND ERADICATION (A Brucellosis-free herd without
calfhood vaccination).

This plan aims to establish a herd in which all animals over 6 months
of age are negative to the official blood test and in which calfhood vaccin-
ation is not being used.

A certificate of eeereditation certification indicating freedom from Bang’s
disease, valid until the owner or the herd fails to comply with the require-
ments of aeereditation certification, will be issued semrienawals annually
by the commissioner swhesn el eligthle entmats in the herd hawve passed 3
of mere consecutive officint blood tests extended ever & period of 2
months, end when other necessary provistons of the plen as herein stated

Areeredited Certified herds shall be tested semtemnnuabs annually., The
blood samples must be taken by officially approved veterinarians or tech-
nicians and tested by the state laboratory. No Bang’s vaccine shalt be is
used in this herd.

Plan B—CERTIFIED VACCINATED HERDS (Brucellosis-free herds
using calfhood vaccination).

This plan aims at increasing the resistance of calves so that they will be
better protected against Bang’s disease as adult animals. It combines the
advantages of calfhood vaccination with eradication.

Officially vaccinated calves shall be vaccinated between the ages of G
and 10 months.

A certificate of certification indicating freedom from Bang’s disease, valid
until the owner or the herd fails to comply with the requirements of cer-
tification, will be issued sesiennuels annually by the commissioner wwhes
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3 of more conseentive offtcinl bloed tests extended over & period of 32
monthe, when el colves between the ages of 4 and 8 months shall have
beenr offretetty waceinated by en epproved vetertnarinn of techatetsn and
reported to the deparitment of agriculture, end when eother mecessary
previsiens of the plen shall have been complied with.

Certifred herds shell be tested semvanmualy The blood samples
mﬁbe%akeﬁbyeﬁﬂerﬁ&&ppﬁewémﬂsef%eehﬁ&&&s&né

Officially vaccinated animals over 36 months of age may be retested be-
fore being classified as reactors.

The requirements for certification under Plans A and B are as follows:

A “herd” shall be considered as including all animals over 6 months of
age except steers, spayed heifers and officially vaccinated animals not more
than 24 months of age (except vaccinates not over 36 months old with
blood titer not over incomplete in 1-100 dilution).

A herd may be placed under supervision, for certification as Brucellosis-
free, upon compliance with provisions governing the testing requirements
of the cooperative state-federal program,

Herds which have adopted practices leading to certification through the
elimination of reactors, shall be retested at intervals of not more than 60
days until negative, and again within 3 to 4 months following the date of
the first clean test. Such herds may be certified as Brucellosis-free when
they have passed at least 3 consecutive tests, with the 1st clean test and the
certifying test not less than 12 months apart, provided the animals under
30 months of age vaccinated as calves shall not be required to be negative
to the test.

Plan C—CALFHOOD VACCINATION IN REACTOR HERDS UN-
DER OFFICIAL SUPERVISION AND QUARANTINE.
tiead and desirable to heold reactors under querawtine restrictions untd
voecinated calves ean be ratsed for replaeesrents. This is a plan of con-
trol by quarantine and calfhood vaccination for herds not yet in a position
to meet the requirements of Plan B. A herd owner who fails to remove,
or cause to be removed, a reactor animal within 15 days after such animal
has been branded as such by the chief of the division of animal industry
or his authorized agent shall be deemed to be operating under Plan C.
Sueh herds epn use ealfhood waecinption as & progressive step toward
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enabling the developarent of resistant young stock whiek ean ewentustly
feplaee the repctor eows in the adult hesd.

The owner’s herd shall be tested at least 2 times a year or as often as the
state and federal officials deem necessary by an approved veterinarian or
technician without expense to the owner, and reported to the department of
agriculture.

All calves shall be vaccinated between the ages of # & & 6 to 10 months.
Such vaccinations may be taken care of at the owner’s discretion when a
state or federal veterinarian is on the premises in connection with this pro-
gram. Calves not so vaccinated sheowtd must be vaccinated at the proper
age at the expense of the owner. All replacements shall be properly vac-
cinated and under 6 years of age.

All reactors in this herd must be tagged and branded. If the reactor tag
is lost, the division of animal industry must be notified so that the tag can
replaced.

This reactor herd #5 shall be under official quarantine and must be satis-
factorily and carefully managed so that it will in no way menace human
health or the health of other herds and the fact of quarantine must be con-
spicuously posted on the outside of the barn and milk room with at least
2 signs supplied by the department.

No milk or milk products shall be distributed from this herd unless it s
the milk has been properly pasteurized at the farm or at the milk plant

The owner is personally responsible for keeping the cattle in this “C”
Plan herd away from all physical contact with other cattle and is required
to construct a double fence 6 feet apart where the pasture of this reactor
herd is adjacent to a pasture harboring cattle of another herd.

No cattle shall be removed from this herd, except veal calves for im-
mediate slaughter, without permission from the chief of the division of ani-
mal industry. All reactor animals removed from the herd must be slaugh-
tered and their slaughter must be witnessed and reported by a state or
federal official or other authorized agent. No indemnity shall be paid for
cattle slaughtered from such Plan C herd unless, at the time of slaughter,
the herd shall have had a clean test at least 60 days prior thereto.

of the division of antmet mrdusiry must be motifed of the ewner's tnten-
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and reported by & state o federal official or other authorized agent.

The owner con then apply for & new asreement under Rlan B.

No herd owner shall be allowed to operate under Plan C for a longer
period than 36 months, at the end of which time the owner of such herd
shall cause all natural reactors and all officially vaccinated reactors over
36 months of age to be removed and slaughtered. The owner then must
continue under Plan B. If the owner does not so continue the department
of agriculture or its authorized agent is authorized to remove and cause to
be slaughtered the reactor animals in the herd without payment of in-
demnity,

The owner or operator of a herd under Plan “C” who violates any of the
above provisions shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more
than $500, or by imprisonment for not more than 6o days, or by both such
fine and imprisonment.”
hewe beers property removed et the ewner's expense, and the herd has re-
cetved & elean test 60 days after thetr remeoval.

plans a9 19 satistectory to the department of agricutture and the United
States busest of antmel induotry untd Bane's disease hes beer eontrolled
in bis heed. M the ewner does neot so eontinte, the departrrent of agri-
eulture of to duly suthorized ament io euthorized to remeve and cause





