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NINETY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 576 

H. P. 1014 House of Representatives, February 9, 1951 
Referred to the Committee on Judiciary. Sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Chase of Cape Elizabeth. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY-ONE 

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Make Tem­
porarily Inoperative any Measure Adopted by the People which Fails to 
Provide a Revenue Adequate for its Service. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of 
the legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the constitution 
of this state be proposed: 

Constitution, Art. IV, Part Third, § 19, amended. The 1st sentence of 
s~ction 19 of part third of article IV of the constitution, which became a 
part of the constitution by the adoption of article XXXI. is hereby amended 
to read as follows : 

'Any measure referred to the people and approved by a majority of the 
votes given thereon shall, unless a later date is specified in said measure, 
take effect and become a law in 30 days after the governor has made public 
proclamation of the result of the vote on said measure, which he shall do 
within IO days after the vote thereon has been canvassed and determined; 
provided, however, that any such measure which entails expenditure in an 
amount in excess of available and unappropriated state funds shall remain 
inoperative until 45 days after the next convening of the legislature, unless 
the measure provides for raising new revenues adequate for its operation.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re-, 
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solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the as­
sessors of the s~veral plantations of this state are hereby empowered and 
directed to notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and planta­
tions to meet in the mc).nner prescribed by law for calling and holding 
biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of senators and repre­
sentatives at the next general or special state-wide election, to give in their 
votes upon the amendment proposed in the foregoing resolution, and the 
question shall be: 

''Shall the constitution be amended as proposed by resolution of the 
legislature to make temporarily in0perative any measure adopted by the 
people which fails to provide a revenue adequate for its service?" 

And the inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by 
ballot on said question, those in favor of the amendment voting "Yes'' upon 
their ballots and those opposed to the amendment voting "No" upon their 
ballots, and the ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in 
open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns made to the office of 
the secretary of state in the same manner as votes for governor and mem­
bers of the legislature, and the governor and council shall count the same. 
and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting on the 
question are in favor of the amendment, the governor shall fortlnvith make 
known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall thereupon, 
as of the elate of said proclamation, become a part of the constitution. 

Secretary of state shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the secretary 
of state shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations 
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accom­
panied by a copy thereof. 




