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NINETY-FIRST LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document , No. 327

S. P21y In Senate, February 4, 1943.
Referred to Comumittee on Judiciary. Sent down for concurrence and
ordered printed.
ROYDEN V. BROWN, Secretary.
Presented by Senator Good of Aroostook.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
FORTY-THREE

AN ACT Relating to Unstamped Cigarettes and Forfeiture Proceedings.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as {follows:

Sec. 1. P. L, 1941, c. 298, § 11, amended. Section 11 of chapter 298 of
the public laws of 1941 is hereby amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 11. Unstamped cigarettes subject to confiscation. Any cigarettes
found at any place in this state without stamps affixed thereto as required
by this act, unless such cigarettes shall be in the possession of a licensed
distributor, or unless they shall be in course of transit from without this
state and consigned to a licensed distributor or licensed dealer, or unless
they shall have heen received by a licensed dealer fross s=thout the state
within 72 hours, are declared to be contraband goods and are subject to for-
feiture to the state; and sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, police officers and duly
authorized agents of the said assessor, shall have the power to seize the
same with or without process. In case such cigarettes are seized without
a warrant, they shall be kept in some safe place for a reasonable time until
a warrant can be procured. When such cigarettes are seized as provided
herein, the officer or agent seizing them shall immediately file with the
magistrate before whom such warrant is returnable, a libel against such
cigarettes setting forth the seizure and describing the cigarettes, their con-
tainers and the place of seizure in sufficient manner to reasonably identify
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them, and that they were kept or intended for unlawful sale or use in viola-
tion of law, and pray for a decree of forfeiture thereof and such magistrate
shall fix a time for the hearing of such libel and shall issue his monition and
notice of the same to all persons interested, citing them to appear at the
time and place appointed to show cause why such cigarettes and their con-
tainers should not be declared forfeited, by causing true and attested copies
of said libel and monition to be posted in 2 public and conspicuous places
in the town or place where such cigarettes were seized, 10 days at least be-
fore said libel is returnable; provided, however, that in lieu of forfeiture
proceedings title to such seized, unstamped cigarettes may be transferred
to the state of Maine by the owner thereof. If title to and ownership in
such cigarettes is transferred to the state, a receipt for the cigarettes shall
be given to the former owner by the state tax assessor or his authorized
agent.

Sec. 2. P. L., 1941, c. 298, § 12, amended. The last sentence of section
12 of chapter 298 of the public laws of 1941 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

“All cigarettes declared forfeited to the state, or title to which has been
transferred to the state in lieu of forfeiture proceedings, shall be sold by the
treasurer of state at the approximate wholesale price thereof, and the funds
derived from such sales shall be paid into the state treasury.’





