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SEVENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

SENATE NO. 219 
-- ---- - -

-- ---------- ---·-----------

In Senate, Feb. 5, r9r3. 

Presented by Senator vflalker of Somerset. and on motion 

by Senator H erse_v of Aroostook laid on the table for printing 

pendiny reference to a committee. 

W. E. LAWRY, Secretary. 

ST ATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN. • 

.\N ACT to regulate the practice of the system, method or 

science of healing known as osteopathy, creating a board of 

examination ancl registration for those desiring to practice 

the same and providing penalties for violation of this act. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Section r. \Vi thin thirty days after this act shall take 

2 c:ffcct, the goYernor, by and with the advice and consent of 

3 the council. shall appoint five persons who shall constitute 

4 a board of registration of osteopathy. Said persons shall 

S he residents of this state, shall he graduates of a legally 

G d:artercd osteopathic college or university having the power 

7 to confer degrees in osteopathy. shall have been at the time 
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8 of their appointment actively engaged 111 the practice of 

9 their profession for a period of at least three years. One 

ro of said persons appointed as aforesaid shall be designated 

11 to hold office for five years, one for four years. one for three 

12 years, one for t\\"o years and one for one year. At the 

1 3 expiration of the term of service thns designated each ap-

1 --1. pointment thereafter shall be for the period of five years. 

15 .\ny ,·acancy in said board caused by death, resignation or 

r6 for any other cause except completion of a full term of 

17 service shall he filled hy the appointment of a person quali-

18 ficd as aforec,aid to hold office during the unexpired term 

, () of the member whose place he fills. The person designated 

20 to hold office for one year shall be deemed chairman of the 

•2 1 board for the purpose of designating the time and place for 

22 holding the first meeting of the board for the purpose of 

23 organization. 

Sect. 2. Said board shall meet on the first Tuesday of 

2 St::ptcmber of each year at such time and place as its chair-

3 man may designate for the purpose of organization. They 

4 shall elect one of their members as chairman for a term of 

5 one year, and one of their members as secretary and treas­

(j urer, to hold such office at the pleasure of the board; pro-

7 vided, however, that the first meeting for organization un-

8 ckr the provisions of this act shall be within fourteen days 

9 after the appointment and confirmation of said board, and 

Jo the officers elected at the first meeting shall continue as 

11 such until the annual meeting of the board in the year 1914 
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u The person elected as secretary and treasurer shall g1Ye a 

I 3 bone! to the treasurer of state in the penal sum of one thou­

LJ. sane! dollars with sureties to be approved by the gonrnor 

r 5 and council for the faithful discharge of the duties of his 

16 office. Said board shall hold regular meetings at least twice 

T 7 in each year for the purpose of considering applications. 

I 8 examining applicants and such other business as may prop-

19 erly come before the board, the time and place of such meet-

20 ings to lie determined by the board. Special meetings may 

2 r be called at the pleasure of the president, and in case of the 

22 death or inability of the president, the secretary may call 

23 special meetings. Said board shall cause a seal of suitable 

2-t iilscription to be procured and to be affixed to such papers 

2.=; as may require such seal, shall keep a correct record of a11 

21S its proceedings, and shall have power to make such mies 

27 and regulations, not inconsistent with law, as it mzi.y cleem 

28 necessary for the successful enforcem:cnt of its authorit\' 

2() a11d the performance of its duties. The presicle11t am! sec-

J'.) rctary sball be empowered to administer oaths in matters 

.'l r connected with the clnties of said board. The records of 

32 said board shall include among otber things a list of all 

33 applicants for certificates, giving the name and location of 

3-!- the i11stitution granting a degree of doctor of osteopathy 

"~ to the applicant, and the fact shall Le recorded \\'hether the 

,{, applicant \Yas grantee! or denied a certificate. Such n::conl 

,,;:- sha11 Le a public re::-ord and shall be prirna facic e\'iclence of 

3;,,; all matters recorded therein. Three members of the board 



3lJ sh.11 cc11stit1_:te a quorum for the transaction of business 

-P l,,:t no cc.rtihcate to practice ost:,opathy shall be grantee! 

~-I e~cept on an affirm:-ttin:: \"Ote of at least three m:::mbers of 

.(2 the board. 

Sect. 3. Each applicant for a certificate to practice oste-

2 opathy. when making application, shall deposit ,vith the sec-

3 n,tary of the 1Joarcl a fee of t\\·enty dollars which shall be 

-i ret1.,rned to the applicant if the application is rejected. Each 

j applicant must be at le:ast twenty-one years of age, may be 

G of either sex. and shall present a diploma from a high school, 

I academy, state normal school, college or university, or oth,::r­

~ \ 1·ise satisfy the members of the board of sufficient prior 

(_) academic education. The applicant shall also present a cli-

ro ploma granted by a iegally chartered osteopathic college or 

r I unin:rsity in good standing and having the j)ower to confer 

12 degrees in osteopathy, which diploma shall show that it was 

1 J granted on .personal attendance of the applicant and com-

1--+ pletion of a course of not less than nine months in a year 

I 5 for three s(parate years, or of a course of not less than 

16 eight months in a year for four separate years. The appli-

17 cant must also present a certificate of good moral character 

r ~ signed by some reputable resident of the state of Maine. 

19 The applicant shall also present such other reasonable and 

20 proper facts as the board in its blank application may re-

2 I qmre. 

Sect. --J-. Th:; board shall thcn require the applicant to sub-

2 rnit to an examination as to his or her other qualifications 
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3 for the practice of osteopathy which shall inclu(te. among 

--!- other subjects, the subjects of anatomy, physiology. chem­

_, istry. bacteriology, toxicology, pathology, dietetics. diagno­

(i sis, hygiene, obstetrics and gynecology, 1t1inor surgery. prin-

7 ciples ancl practice of osteopathy. If such examination is 

~ pa~;:ed in a manner satisfactory to the board, then the board 

9 ~;hall issue to the said applicant a certificate granting him 

10 or her the right to practice osteopathy in the state of l\faine; 

1 I 1iro,·iclccl. that any person having a diploma from a legally 

12 chartcrccl ostrnpathic college or university haYing the pmy,:cr 

r3 to confer degrees in osteopathy which was in good standing 

l ..J. at the time of issuing such diploma and who has been in 

15 actiYe practice in the state of Maine for three months prior 

l (i to January 1, 1913, may, upon the payment to the secretary 

17 of a fee of ten dollars, be granted a certificate by the board 

1 :--( to practice osteopathy in this state without examination, if 

19 application for such certificate is filed within ninety days 

20 after this act becomes effectiYe. Prnvided also that any 

2 r person ,,·ho has been a practitioner of osteopathy in this 

22 state for a period of three years next prior to January I, 

.::3 ICJI 3, shall, upon exhibition of satisfactory proof thereof 

2..J. to saicl board and upon the payment of a fee of ten clolbrs, 

2_1 be entitled to registration if the applicatioi1 for such regis-

26 tration is filed within ninety clays after this act becomes 

27 ·cffecti,·e. The board may refuse to gra11t a certificate to 

:::8 any person conYictecl of a felony, or of gross unprofessional 

2<J comkct, or ,v\10 is aclclictecl to any Yice to such degree as 
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30 to render '.'Uch person unfit to practice osteopathy, and may, 

3 t after due notice and hearing, re,·oke a certificate already 

32 icsued, for like cause. 

Sect. 5. \,Vhen the board shall have granted to a person 

2 the certificate mentioned in section 4 of this act such cer-

3 tificate shall be publicly displayed at the person's principal 

-!- place of business so long as said person continues to prac­

.:i ticc osteopathy for gain or hire, shall entitle the person 

() to whom granted the right to practice osteopathy in any 

7 county in this state, and shall confer upon such person all 

S the rights and duties conferred by law upon other medical 

<J practitioners, except the right to administer medicine in-

r o ternally and perform major surgery, and provided further 

1 1 that nothing in this act shall be construed to discriminate 

r 2 against any particular school of medicine or surgery or any 

, 3 ~ystem or mode of treating the sick or afflicted. 

Sect. 6. Any person who shall practice, or pretend or 

2 attempt to practice, or use the science or system of oste-

3 opathy in treating diseases of the human body by fraud or 

-!- rnisr-:::prcsentation; or any person who shall buy, sell, or 

J fraudulently obtain any diploma, license, record, or regis-

6 tration to practice osteopathy, illegally obtained, or signed 

7 or issued unlawfully under fraudulent representations; or 

~ who shall use any of the forms or letters, "Osteopathy,'' 

<J "Usteopath," ''Osteopathist," ''D. O.,'' ''D. Sc. O.," "Oste-

1 o opathic Physician,'' "Doctor of Osteopathy," or any other 

1 r title or letters, either alone or with other qualifying words 
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12 or phrases. unrkr such circumstances as to induce the belief 

13 that the person who uses such term or terms is engaged 

1._+ in the practice of osteopathy, without ha\·ing complied with 

1.=; the prO\·ision" of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a rnis­

I I> demeanor. and, upon c01wiction thereof, shall be fined not 

17 less than t\\'t:nty-t1 ,·e dollars, nor more than one hundred 

1 :-.; dollars, for each offense, or not less than three months, 

1 <J nor more than six months in the county jail. 

;-'ect. 7. .\11 fees receiYecl by the secretary and not re-

2 turned to the applicant shall be paicl monthly to the state 

3 treasurer. 'J'he compensation of members of the board 

._+ shall be J-iye dollars per day for each clay actually spent 

:i in the discharge of their duty and in addition thereto they 

(> shall recei\·e necessary trawlling expenses. The secretarv 

7 shall he allowed extra compensation for books, stationery, 

.~ postage and other ne,:essary expenses authorizecl by the 

() hoard ancl actually incurred. 'l'he compensation and ex-

J o pense of said hoard ancl its secretary and all other expenses 

1 1 proper and necessary in the opinion of said board to dis-

12 charge its duties hereuncler and to enforce the provisions of 

13 this act shall be paid out of said fund upon the warrant 

J ._+ of the state auditor issued upon a requisition signed by the 

1 .=; prcsidrnt ancl secretary of said board, provided, that the 

I h amounts so paid shall in no case exceed the total amount 

17 n:cei \'Cd for the current year by the treasurer of state from 

T K the board as fees, and so much of said receipts as may be 

1 <J necessary is hereby appropriated for the compensation and 
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2:::i expenses of the board as aforesaid. 

Sect. 8. The board. its members or agents shall innsti-

2 gate all complaints, and all cases of non-compliance with 

3 or Yiolation of the proyisions of this chapter relating to the 

-+ registration of octrnpathic physicians and shall bring all 

5 sucli cases to the notice of the proper prosecuting officer. 

(i Said board, after a com·iction before a proper court for 

7 crime in the course of professional business, of any per-

8 son to whom a certificate has been issued by them, and after 

() hearing. may by \"Ole of four-fifths of the entire board 

IO rcrnkc the ccrtificall: and cancel the registration of the per-

1 I son to whom the same was issued. Said board may also 

12 suspend or revoke any certificate bv a four-fifths ,·ote of 

T 3 the entire boa rel, in any case where such certificate has been 

l ..J. wrongfully obtained or for any fraud connected with the 

1 5 saicl registration. 

Sect. 9. Said hoard shall ammally oi1 or before the first 

2 clay of January in each year. make a report to the governor 

3 containing a full aml complete account of all its official acts 

-+ cluring the preceding year, also a statement of its receipts 

5 and disbursements and such comments or suggestions as 

(j it may deem essential. 

Sect. IO. Osteopathic physicians shall obsen·-:: ancl be snb-

2 ject to all state ancl municipal regulations relating to the 

3 control of contagious diseases; the reporting and certifying 

-+ of births and deaths; ancl all matters pertaining to public 

J health, the same as physicians of other schools of medicine. 
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Sect. IL Nothing in this act shall be construed as pro-

2 liiLiting any lc:gally authorized practitioner of medicine or 

3 surgery in this state from the practice of his profession as 

-J. prm·idecl by the statutes of this state. 

Sect. I 2. This act slwll not apply to an osteopathic physi-

2 nan \\"ho is calkcl from another state to treat a particular 

3 case ancl does not otherwise practice in this state, nor to 

-J. prohibit gratuitous sen·ice or the rendering of assistance 

J in emergency cases; nor to dairyoyants or persons pr:i.c­

(l ticing hypnotism, magnetic healing, mind cure, massage, 

I C11ristian Science, or any other method of healing; pro­

~ \·ided. such clain-oyants anrl other persons clo not Yiolate 

<J any of the prm·isions of the preceding section in relation 

10 to the 11se of the word "Doctor," or the letters "Dr." when 

T 1 w;e:(l in connection with the words or letters "Osteopathy,'' 

12 "Usteopatli," ··Osteopathist,'' "D. O.,·, '·D. Sc. O.," "Oste-

13 opathic Physician,'' "Doctor of Osteopathy." 

Sect. I 3. All acts ancl parts of acts conflicting with the 

2 1irov1s10ns of this act are repealed in so far as thev are 

3 inconsistent licrc\\·iLh. 




