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No 115. 

STATE OF :MAINE. 

RESOLUTIONS concermng an amendment of the· 

eonstitution of Maine. 

Re;:5olvecl, That the following amendment to the 

2 constitution of this state be proposed for the action 

3 of the legal voters of this state in the manner pro-

4 vided by the constitution, to wit: 

5 Biennial elections and biennial sessions. 

6 1~he governor, senators and representatives in the 

7 legislature, shall be elected biennally, and hold 

8 office two years fr0111 the first 1V ednesday in Jan-

9 nary next succeeding their election; and the legis-

10 lature, at the first session next after the adoption 

11 of this article, shall make all needful provisions by 

12 law concerning the tenure of office of all county 

13 officers, and concerning the annual or biennial re-· 

14 ports of the state treasurer and other state officers 

15 and institutions; and shall make all such provisions 
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lG by law as may bi~ rcqnired in consequence of the 

17 dumge from amnal to biennial elections, and from 

18 annual to biennial sessions of the legislature. Tbe 

19 first election und,2r this article shall be in the year 

20 one thousand eight hundred and eighty; and the 

21 first meeting of the legislature under this article 

22 shall be on the :first Wednesday of January, eigh-

23 teen hundred and. eighty-one. 

24 Section four, article two; section five, pal't one, 

25 article four; section four, part two, artiele four; 

.2G section one, part three, article four; section thirteen, 

· 27 part one, article five; seetion two, part hvo, article 

28 five; section one, part three, article five; section 

· 29 one, part four, article five; section four, part four, 

. 30 article five; section three, article seven; section 

: 31 four, article nine:, and section eleven, artido nine, 

· 32 are amended, by substituting the word "biennial" 

· 3B for the word "a1nual" wherever it occms. 

34 Section two, part one, article five, is amended, 

35 by striking out all after the word "office" and sub­

. 36 stitnting therefor the following words: "for two 

37 years from the Jlrst 1Vednesday of January next 

38 following the. eleetion." Section seven, article six, 

39 is amended, by striking out the following words: 

40 '~ annual election on the second Monday of Septein­

. 41 ber" and h1bert in lieu thereof the following words: 



Ai\lE\"D~lENT OF THE CONSTITUTIO~. 3 

42 "bimmia1 election on the first Tuesday next after 

48 ihe first l\Ionclay in November." Section seven, 

44 article six, is amended hy striking out the ,vord 

45 "September," where it occurs the second time, and 

4G in~erting in lieu thereof the word "November." 

47 Section ten, arti,Je nine, is amended by striking 

48 out the words "second Monday of September," and 

49 inserting in lieu, '· first Tuesday next after the first 

50 Monday of N overnber." Section twelve, artic-le 

51 nine, is amended by striking out the followi11g 

52 words: "second Monday in September, annually," 

53 and inserting in lieu thereof, "first Tuesday next 

54 after the first Monday in N ovemher." Section two, 

55 artidc ten, is amended by striking out the words 

56 "annual meetings in the month of September," and 

57 in~erting in lieu thereof, "biennial meetings in the 

58- month of November." 

Resol1-:ecl, That the aldermen of cities, the selcct-

2 men of towns, and the assessors of the several 

3 plantations of this strite, are hereby empowered 

4 and directed to notify the voters of their respective 

5 cities, towns and plantations, in the manner pre .. 

6 scribed hy law, at the annual meeting in September 

7 next, to give in their votes upon the amendment 

8 proposed in the foregoing resolution; and the ques--

9 tion shall be, " Shall the constitution be amended 
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10 as proposed by a t·esolution of the legislature, pro-

11 viding for biennial sessions of the legislatme ; 

12 and that the governor and other state officers shall 

13 he elected on the : □ rst 'l\1esday next after the first 

14 ]\fonday in November biennially?'' And the in-

15 habitants of the said ('ities, towns and plantations 

16 shall vote by ballot on said question, those in favor 

17 of said amendment expressing it by the word 

18 "Yes," upon their ba1lots, and those opprn,ed to the 

19 amendment expreE:sing it by the wora "No,'' upon 

20 their ballots. And the ballots shall be received, 

21 sorted, counted and declared, in open ward, town 

22 and plantation meeting, and lists shall be made out 

2:C3 of the votes by tlw aldermen, selectmen, a~sessors 

2J and clerks of the several wards, towns and planta-

25 tions, and returned to the ofiiC'e of the secretary of 

2G state, in the same manner as votes fm sc~nators; 

27 and the governor and coum'.il shall count the same 

28 and make return thereof to the next legislature; 

2D and if a majority cf the votes al'e in favm of said 

30 amendnwnt, the constitution shall be amended 

$1 aceordingl_y. 

Resolved, That the: secretary of state shall prepare 

2 and furnish to the 1,everal <-·ities, towns and p]anta-

3 tions, blank returm;, in eonformity to the resolves, 

4 accompanied with a copy of these rcsol ves. 
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Minority Heport, introduced by Mr. BROWN of Bangor, and-
011 bis n1otio1; urdere<l printed. 

B. L. STAPLES, Okrk. 




