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1 L.D, 2216

2 Date: L||^|t(tf (Filing No. H-10(^>)

3 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.

4 STATE OF MAINE

5 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

6 132ND LEGISLATURE

7 SECOND REGULAR SESSION

8 HOUSE AMENDMENT " ^\ " to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S,P. 903,
9 L.D. 2216, "An Act to Establish the Maine Blue Economy Center"

10 Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 4 and inserting the following;

11 'See. 4. 5 MRSA c. 407, sub-c. 5 is enacted to read;

12 SUBCHAPTER5

13 MAINE BLUE ECONOMY CENTER

14 §15341. Maine Blue Economy Center

15 1. Definitions. As used in this subchapter. unless the context otherwise indicates, the
16 followine terms have the followine meanines.

17 A, "Blue economy" means the aeereeate of persons engaaed in any economic activity

18 that depends upon the sustainable use of ocean, coastal or marine resources that
19 optimizes innovation to retain and expand economic opportunities in the State while
20 maintainmfi or improvine the lonR-term health of marine ecosystems. inoludine. but
21 not limited tojaisiness. manufacturine. research and education relatine to commeroial
22 fishingL sustainable aauacultiire and marine veeetation cultivation, marine
23 biotechnolofiv, ocean data and^ marine research. marine and coastal environmental

24 science, resilient coastal infrastructure. working waterfront access and infrastructure.

25 coastal ecosystem restQi'ation and stewardship. marine recreation and tourism and
26 sustainabLe boat building or marine m'opulsion or other industries erounded in the
27 State's marine heritaee. research expertise, location or traditional activities.

28 B. "BoaLd" means^the board of directors for the center established in subsection 3,

29 C,"C^iter"_n!eans the Maine Blue Economy Center established in subsection 2.

30 D. "Commercial^ fjshme" means the harvesting or processing, or both, of wild marine
31 organisms from natural habitats with the intent of disposine of them for profit or trade
32 in commercial channels.

33 2. Establishment; nurnose. The Maine BUieEcQnomV^ within
34 the MaineTechnolQgy Institute to serve as the State's central coordinatine entity for blue
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1 economy sector initiatives and to work in coUaboration with governmental entities, trade
2 associations, institutions of lusher education. research institutions, nonprofit oreanizations.
3 businesses and other entities to provide for tlie growth of the blue economy sector. The
4 center shall suDport the sustainable development of ocean-based industries while
5 recoenizing the hnportance of the Gulf of Maine ecosystem and the marine resources uDon
6 whjch^oastal communities and traditional marine industries depend. The center is
7 established to serve the following purposes:

8 A. To expand the State's blue economy by suDDortine collaborative research.
9 workforce trainine. entrepreneurial ventures. private sector investment and

10 commercialization of ocean-based innovations;

11 B, To gather and analyze data that inform decisions, measure progress, identify new
12 Qtmortunities for the blue economy and monitor the healthsf oceaiuesoyrees on which
13 the_blue economy depends, including throueh the development of a blue economy
14 database and accessible public tools, such as an online portal and other miblic resources
15 that improye understanding of the State's blue economy;

16 C, To communicate ongoing and emerging trends and performance metrics for
17 economic activity and the health of ocean resources on wliich the blue economy
18 depends through a regular public report on the state of the State's blue economyi

19 D. To serve as a statewide navieator and coordjnatine organization for the State's blue
20 economy by connectine partners. alienine initiatives. strenBthenmg_coinmunicatJQn
21 and reducing unnecessary duDlication across public. Dtivate and nonprofit efforts;

22 E. To coordinate with public and private partners, educational and research
23 institutions, nonprofit oreanizations and business stakeholders to strengthen the State's
24 blue economy and support collaboration across ocean industries:

25 P. To ensure that the traditional marine industries of this State, includine commercial
26 fishingAndl working waterfront activities. remain central to the State's blue economy
27 and are fully consjdered in the center's plannine. partnerships and recommendations;

28 G. To facilitate the creation of a highly skilled workforce and support attraction and
29 retention of workers in tlie blue economy sector, includine by oromotine mtemships.
30 aBorenticeshiDs and other work-based learnine ODDorfunities;

31 H. To conduct targeted workforce analyses, includine assessments of wofkforce
32 barriers, Darticipation, outcomes and future workforce needs in the blue economy
33 sector;

34 I. To support efforts to strenethen awareness about blue economy careers and
3 5 education pathways in kindergarten to erade 12 and hieher education;

3 6 J. To investigate QDportutiities for prants, loans and other resources to support blue
37 economy entities and initiatives;

38 K. To develop strategies to attract federal, ohilanthromc and private investment and to
39 position this State competitively for external fundine;

40 L. To identify ooliov. Droeraminatic and Dartnershb oDportunities that can suDport
41 sustajnable growth across the blue economy sector;
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1 M. To advise the president of the Maine Technolopy Institute designated under section
2 15302 on matters related to the blue^^^ and

3 N. To report reeularlv to the Leeislature i'6eai'din& its oDerations,^ctivities^^utcQin^s
4 andrecomineiidatiQns,

5 3. Board of directors. The work of the center must be overseen by a board of directors
6 composed of 17 members. of whom 4 members are ex officio. nonvotme members as
7 specified in paraeraph A and 13 members are appointed as specified in uaraeraph B, A
8 member appointed pursuant to paragraph B is entitled to one vote.

9 A. Ex officio members of the board are:

10 (1) The Commissioner of Economic and Community Development or the
11 commissioner's desienee;

12 (2) The president of the Maine Technoloev Institute designated under section
13 153 02 or the president's desJRnee;

14 (3) TheChancellQi'ofthe University of Maine System or the chancellor's desienee;
15 gnd

16 f4~) The Commissioner of Marine Resources or the commissioner's desienee.

17 B. The members of tlie board who are not ex officio members are appointed by the
18 Governor and are subject to confirmation bv tlie Senate and must be indhdiduals or
19 representatives of organizations that are in a position to advance the purposes and poals
20 of the center and are able to have a sienificant effect on improvine the State's blue
21 economy sector. When making appomtments under this paraeraph. the Governor shall
22 consider the multidiscipUnarv nature of the State's blue economy sector and the
23 importance of diverse representation from coastal and j'ui'al communities and from
24 businesses and shall consult with the board of directors of the Maine Technoloev
25 Institute and the board of directors of the Finance Authority of Maine to ensure the
26 alienment of those apDointments with tlie State's economic development strategies.
27 Membership under this paraeraph must include;

28 d ~} A representative of a business in the State with fewer than 25 employees that
29 is involved in tlie blue economy sector;

30 (2) A representative of a business in the State with 25 or more emolovees that is
31 involved in tlie blue economy sector;

32 (3) A representative of a nonprofit marine or ocean science research institution
33 based in tlie State tliat is involved in research and develoDinentin the blue ecQnomy
34 sector;

35 (4) A rem'esentative of a university, commuiutv colleee or trade school in the State
36 that is involved in the blue economy sector, including marine or coastal
3 7 environmental research in the Gulf of Maine:

38 (5~) A representative recommended by a federally recognized Indian tribe in the
39 State;

40 (6) Two representatives of trade associations or nonprofit oreanizations that
41 support the blue economy sector, at least one of which collaborates directly with
42 private sector marine industriesi
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1 f7) A representative of business investors or the banking or fmance sectors;

2 C8) A representative of a privatelv Qwned comtnercial fi^shmg or workine
3 waterfront business in the State:

4 (9) A municipal official of a coastal community in the State:

5 dO) A representative from the m-ivate sector with experience in sustainable
6 aauacnlture or marine vegetation cultivation in the State;

7 d 1) A representative with expertise in emergine ocean industries; and

8 f 12) AreDresentative ofa_t)nvatelv owned marine recreational tourism business
9 or trade association.

10 Members of the board who are not ex officio members serve 3-vear terms and may be
11 reaDDomted.

12 C. The Governor shall designate a chair from among the board's members who shall
13 preside at. set the agenda for and schedule meetines of the board.

14 D. Board members shall disclose any direct or indirect pecuniary interest in any matter
15 broughtto the center and recuse themselves from any Darticipation in the consideration
16 of such matters,

17 E. The board shall meet as oflten as it considers necessary to perform its work and. to
18 the extent practicable, the board shall conduct its work in a manner that is open and
19 accessibjeto the public. The board may conduct its work through subcommittees.

20 4. Operations of the center. The following provisions govern the operations of the
21 center,

22 A._ The center shall coordinate its activities with relevant state agencies, marine
23 industry oreanizations. research institutions and reeional economic cievelooment
24 oreanizations in order to strenethen collaboration and avoid duplication of effort across
25 the State's blue economy initiatives.

26 B. The center shall coordinate its activities with the other proerams under the
27 iyrjsdiction of the Maine Teohnoloev Institute, includine any proerams that Di'omote
28 life sciences and innovation in the State,

29 C, Thejsenter shall develop and implement a database composed of data that monitors
30 the economic performance, workforce composition and envh'omnental and resQurce

31 trends in the Gulf of Maine that are relevant to the blue economy sector. The center
32 shall assess economic oerfonnaiice by evaluating employment data of businesses
3 3 within the blue economy sector, includine wages paid to employees, the number of
34 businesses operating within the blue economy sector and the revenue generated by
35 ttiose businesses.

36 D, To support its activities under this section, the center may seek outside funds.
37 through direct solicitation or other fundraising methods, alone or with other groups.
38 and may accept gifts. grants and bequests from individuals. cot'Dorations. foundatiQn&t
39 eovernmental aeencies and public and private oreanizations and may expend those
40 funds for purposes consistent with this section.
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1 5. Staff and administrative support. TheMaine Technology InstLtute shaU Di'Qvide
2 staff as may be necessary to fulfill the center's mission and may seek assistance from other
3 state agencies and private entities to accomplish the eoals and work of the center,

4 (LAnnual report. The center shall submit annually to the Governor, the Executive
5 Director of the Leeislative Council and the joint standine committee of the Leeislature
6 having iurisdiction over economic development matters, no later than 120 days after the
7 close of the center's fiscal year. a conmlete report on the activities of the center^The^ret?ort
8 must also be made available to the public. The report must include the followine for that
9 fiscal year:

10 A, A description of the center's operations and an assessment of trends and
11 Berformance in the State's blue economy sector, including details on the methods used
12 to assess and measure the center's economic development impacts on the blue economy

13 sector;

14 B. An accounting of the center's receipts and expenditures, assets and liabilities at the
15 end of its fiscal year;

16 C. A listing of all investments, grants, loans and incentives provided by the center
17 durjne its fiscal year:

18 D, A statement of the center's proposed and projected activities for its ensuine fiscal
19 year;

20 E. An analysis of workforce trends, investment activity and emergine oDportunities in
21 the State's blue economy sector;

22 F, The most recent data available on the size. composition and growth trends in the
23 State's marine economy and environment that is compiled in the center's database
24 pursuant to subsection 4. paragraph C; and

25 0. Recommendations reearding further actions that may be suitable for achievin&the
26 purposes of this subchapter.

27 After reviewine the report under this subsection, the joint standing committee of the
28 Legislature havine Jurisdiction over economic development matters may report out
29 leeislatiou relatine to ttie report.'

30 Amend the amendment in section 5 in the 3rd line (page 6, line 15 in amendment) by
31 striking out the following: "15331" and inserting the following: '15341'

32 Amend the amendment in section 5 in the 6th line (page 6, line 18 in amendment) by
33 striking out the following: " 15331" and inserting the following:' 15341'

34 Amend the amendment in section 6 in the 2nd line (page 6, line 28 in amendment) by
35 striking out the following; " 15331" and inserting the following: ' 15341'

36 Amend tlie amendment by striking out all of section 7 and inserting the following:

37 'See. 7. Transfer. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the State
38 Controller shall transfer $160,000 from the Administration - Attorney General, Other
39 Special Revenue Funds account within the Department of the Attorney General from funds
40 received from settlement agreements to the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund no
41 later than June 30,2027.
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1 Sec. 8. Appropriations and allocations. Tlie following appropriations and
2 allocations are made,

3 ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT OF

4 Maine Blue Economy Center N569

5 Initiative: Provides one-time funding to support the operations of the Maine Blue Economy
6 Center.

7 GENERAL FUND 2025-26 2026-27
8 AllOther $0 $160,000
9
10 GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $160,000

11

12 Amend the amendment by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or
13 section number to read consecutively.

14 SUMMARY
15 This amendment replaces the appropriations and allocations section, adds transfer
16 language and makes tqje:Knica(\changes.

17 SPONSORED BY:

18 (Representative GATTmE, D.)

19 TOWN: Westbrook

NSCAL NOTE REQTORED
(See attached)
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Approved; 04/13/26 i-Rt-

132nd MAINE LEGISLATURE
LD 2216 LR 3009(06)

An Act to Establish the Maine Blue Economy Center

Fiscal Note for House Amendment "^' to Committee Amendment "A"^H-

Sponsor: Rep. Gattine of Westbrook
Fiscal Note Required! Yes

Fiscal Note

Projections Projections

FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 FY 2027-28 FY 2028-29
Net Cost (Savings)

General Fund $0 ($500,000) $0 $0

Appropriations/Allocations
General Fund $0 ($340,000) $0 $0

Transfers

General Fund $0 $160,000 $0 $0
Other Special Revenue Funds $0 ($160,000) $0 $0

Fiscal Detail and Notes

This amendment reduces the one-time General Fund appropriation to the Department of Economic and Community

Development from $500,000 to $160,000 in fiscal year 2026-27. The amendment also transfers funds from an Other

Special Revenue Funds account within the Department of the Attorney General to the unappropriated surplus of the

General Fund to offset the General Fund appropriation provided.
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