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1 L.D, 1365

2 ^:i\m^[B yv^iA^y}-^) (FilingNo.H-^

3 VETERANS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS

4 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House,

5 STATE OF MAINE

6 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

7 132ND LEGISLATURE

8 SECOND REGULAR SESSION

9 COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/t" to H,P, 888, L,D. 1365, "An Act to Allow
10 Consumption of Adult Use Cannabis in Uocally Approved Hospitality Lounges"

11 Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:

12 'An Act to Allow Adult Use Cannabis Stores to Operate Cannabis Consumption
13 Lounges'

14 Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause aud inserting the
15 following:

16 'See. 1. 221MRSA §1542, sub-§2, ^O is enacted to read;

17 0, Smoldne of adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis oroducts, as defined in Title

18 28-B. section 102-A. subsections 1 and 2. respectively, is not prohibited in the

19 designated smokine area in a cannabis consumotion lounge operated at a cannabis store

20 licensed under Title 28-B, chapter 1 with a cannabis consumBtionlounge endorsement
21 issued under Title 28-B, chapter 1. subchapter 12 as long as;

22 fl) Sales and services are^ not msyided m th^^ smoldngarea;

23 (2} Emulovees do not work in and are not required to pass through the desienated
24 smokine area;

25 (3) Members of the public, except for those who choose to be present in the

26 desienated smoldne area. are not required to use or pass throueh the designated

27 smoking area for any purpose;

28 (4) IndiYiduals under 21yearsof aee are not pertnitted in the designated smoking
29 area;

30 (5) The designated smoking area is located entirely within a separately enclosed
31 areasnJhepremise^Q^^^^^^^ authorized to onerate a cannabis
32 consumption lounee and prooer siens are mounted to the exterior of the designated

33 smoking area indicatine that use of that area is for cannabis.consumotionjQunE.e

34 patrons only;
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1 ('61 The designated smoking area's ventilation system, at a minimum, meets the

2 requirements for ventilation established in the International Mechanical Code
3 f202n:

4 f7) The municipality in which the licensed cannabis stojejs located has authorized
5 smoking at cannabis consumution lounees. includine authorizine: smoking onlv

6 with the use of an electronic smoking device, within that municioalitv, For the
7 purposes of this subparaeraoh. "municioality" has the same meanine as in Title

8 28-B. section 212; and

9 f8) If the cannabis store licensee does not own the premises where the carmabis

10 consumption lounee is located, the cannabis store licensee receives the express

11 written consent of the owner of the premises to_authorize smoking on the premises

12 as expressed through a lease, rental agreement or other arrangement for possession
13 of the premises or an addendum to the lease, agreement or arraneement,

14 The on-oremises service or preparation of food or drink, if the cannabis store is also

15 licensed for such service or oreparation, is prohibited in the designated smoking area,

16 Sec. 2. 28-B MRSA §102-A, sub-§9-A is enacted to read:

17 9-A. Cannabis consumption lounge. "Cannabis consumption lounge" meansan area

18 lQcated_Qn_the premises of a licensed cannabis store where the licensee may allow the on-
19 premises consumption of adult use cannabis and adult use cannabis products sold by the

20 licensee,

21 See. 3. 28-B MRSA §102-A, sub-§9-B is enacted to read:

22 9-B. Cannabis consumption lounge endorsement, "Cannabis consumption lounee
23 endorsement" or "endorsement" means the authorization granted by the office to a licensed
24 cannabis store pursuant to section 1201,

25 See. 4. 28-B MRSA §207, as amended by PL 2023, c, 679, Pt, B, §39, is further
26 amended by amending the section headnote to read:

27 §207. Application fees; license and endorsement fees

28 Sec. 5. 28-B MRSA §207, first ^, as amended by PL 2023, c. 679, Ft. B,§39, is
29 further amended to read;

30 The office, in accordance with the provisions of this section, shall adopt by mle a
31 licensing and endorsement fee schedule establishing fees that are designed to meet, but not
32 to exceed, the estimated licensing or endorsement, enforcement and admmistrative costs of
33 the office under this chapter,

34 Sec. 6. 28-B MRSA §207, sub-§2-A is enacted to read;

35 2-A. Fees for cannabis consumption lounge endorsement for cannabis stores. For

36 a cannabis consumption lounge endorsementjor a cannabis store license, the office shall

37 reciuire payment of an application fee of $250 and an endorsement fee of not more than

38 $2.500,

39 Sec. 7. 28-B MRSA §207, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2023, c, 679, Pt, B,§39,is
40 further amended to read;
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1 4. Payment of fees; fees to be deposited into Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory
2 Coordination Fund. An applicant shall pay the application fee required by the office at
3 the time that the applicant submits an application for licensure or endorsement, as
4 applicable, to the office for processing. An applicant shall pay the license or endorsement

5 fee. as applicable, required by the office in accordance with section 205, subsection 4, All

6 fees collected by the office pursuant to this section must be deposited into the Adult Use
7 Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund established in section 1102,

8 Sec. 8. 28-B MRSA §207, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2023, c. 679, Ft, B,§39,is
9 further amended to read;

10 5. Return of fees prohibited. The office may not return to an applicant or licensee or

11 reimburse an applicant or licensee for any portion of an application e?i license or

12 endorsement fee paid by the applicant or licensee, regardless of whether the applicant
13 withdraws its application prior to a final decision of the office on the application, the
14 licensee voluntarily terminates its license pursuant to section 212 of^ the office suspends or
15 revokes the licensee's license in accordance with the provisions ofsubchapter 8 or the office

16 suspends or revokes the licensee's endorsement in accordance with section 1204,

17 Sec. 9. 28-B MRSA §215, first ^, as amended by PL 2023, c, 679, Ft, B,§47, is
18 further amended to read;

19 The office shall notify a municipality within 14 days of the date the office approves,
20 renews, denies, suspends or revokes the license of a licensee whose licensed premises are

21 located or proposed to be located in the municipality; imposes a monetary penalty on a
22 licensee located within the municipality; approves relocation of the licensed premises of a
23 cannabis establishment to or from the municipality; w approves a transfer of ownership
24 interest in a license with respect to which the licensed premises are located within the
25 municipality; or approves, renews. denies, suspends or revokes the cannabis consumption
26 lounge endorsement of a cannabis store licensee whose licensed premises are located or
27 ryoposed to be located in the municipality,

28 Sec. 10. 28-B MRSA §401, as amended by PL 2019, c. 676,§10 and PL 2021,c.
29 669, §5, is farther amended to read;

30 §401. Municipal regulation of cannabis establishments generally

31 In accordance with the applicable provisions of this subchapter and pursuant to the
32 home rule authority granted under the Constitution of Maine, Article VIII, Part Second and
33 Title 30-A, section 3001, a municipality may regulate cannabis establishments and
34 cannabis consumption lounges within the municipality, including, but not limited to,
35 adoption of the following types of regulations and restrictions,

36 1. Land use regulations. A municipality may adopt an ordinance providing land use
37 regulations applicable to cannabis establishments and caimabis consumption lounges

38 within the municipality.

39 2. General authorization or limitation ofcannabis establishments. A municipality
40 may adopt an ordinance generally authorizing the operation of some or all types of cannabis
41 establishments and cannabis consumption lounges within the municipality. A municipality
42 may adopt an ordinance limiting the number of any type of cannabis establishment and
43 cannabis consumption lounges that may be authorized to operate within the municipality,
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1 3. Municipal licensing requirements. A municipality may adopt an ordinance
2 providing licensing requirements applicable to cannabis establishments within the
3 municipality, which may include, but are not limited to, provisions establishing a municipal
4 licensing fee schedule pursuant to Title 30-A, section 3702.

5 4. JMunicioal licensine requirements; cannabis consumption lounees. In_addition
6 to any licensing requirements under subsection 3 aoolicable to a cannabis store, a

7 municipality may adopt an ordinance orovidine endorsement requirements aoolicable to
8 cannabis consumption lounges within the inuniciQality, which may_ include, but are not

9 limited to. provisions establishing a mumctoal endorsement fee schedule pursuant to Title

10 30-A, section 3702; t)rovisions outlinine how a licensee with a_cannabis consumption

11 lounee endorsement must assist a person who is visibly intoxicated with means of

12 transportatiotLorothe^ervices;and_^QvisiQ^^ smoking_Qf adult use cannabis or
13 adult use cannabis products in a cannabis consumption lounee. includine authorizing
14 smoking, authorizing smoldng only with the use of an electronic smokine device, as

15 defined in Title 22. section 1541. subsection 1-A, or urohibitmg smoking within the
16 municipality,

17 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a municipal ordinance regulating
18 cannabis establishments within the municipality adopted pursuant to this subchapter is not
19 subject to the requirements or limitations of Title 7, chapter 6 or 8-P, Nothing in this This
20 subchapter may not be construed to require an applicant for a sample collector license or a
21 sample collector licensee to seek local authorization prior to the issuance or renewal of an

22 active license.

23 Sec. 11. 28-B MRSA §402-A is enacted to read:

24 M02-A. Local authorization of cannabis consumption lounees within municiDaUties

25 1. Request for local authorization to operate cannabis consumption loungejn
26 municipality prohibited unless authorized by municipal ordinance or warrant article^

27 A person seeking to onerate a camiabis consumption lounee within a municiualitv may not

28 request local authorization to operate the cannabis consumption lounge pursuant to

29 subsection 2 and a municipality mav not accept as complete the person's reauest for local

3 0 authorization unless;

31 A, The legislative_bodv of the mumcinaUty has yoted to _adQT)t a new ordinanc^amend

32 an existing ordinance or approve a warrant article allowing the operation of cannabis

3 3 stores within the municipality;

34 B, The lepislative body of the municbality has voted to adopt a new ordinance, amend

35 an existing ordinance or approve a warrant article allowine the operation of cannabis

36 cQnsumption lounges within the municipality; and

37 C, The person has been issued bv the office a conditional license to operate a canaabis

3 8 store pursuant to section 205. subsection 3 or an active license to otierate a cannabis

3 9 store pursuant to section 205. subsection 4.

40 2, Local ^uthorizatiQn^equii'edJ'or operation of cannabis consumption lounee

41 within municipality. A person may not operate a cannabis consunwtion lounge within a

42 municipality unless:
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1 A. The leeislative body of the municiualitv has voted to adopt a new ordinance, amend
2 an existing ordinance or aoorove a warrant article allowine the operation of cannabis

3 storesjvjthm the municipality;

4 B, The legislative body ofthemunicipalitv has yoted_tQ_adgpt a new ordinance, amend

5 an existing ordinance or approve a warrant article allowine cannabis consumption

6 lounees within the municbalitv;

7 C, The person has obtained all applicable municipal aporovals. permits or licenses that
8 are required by the municipality for the operation of a cannabis consumption lounge;

9 D. The person has been issued by the office an active license to operate a cannabis

10 store.pursuant to section 205, subsection 4; and

11 E, The person has been issued by the office a cannabis consumption lounge

12 endorsement on that person's active cannabis store license pursuant to section 1201.

13 A municipality may certify to the office a person's compliance with the requirements of
14 mra&raoh C on the form prepared and furnished by the office pursuant to section 1201,

15 subsection 3,

16 3. Municipal failure to act on reauest for local autborwation. If a municipalitv

17 whose legislative bodv has voted to_adopt a new ordinance, amend an existine ordinance

18 or approve a warrant article allowine cannabis consumption lounees within the
19 municipality fails to act onaBerson's request for local authorization to operate a cannabis

20 consumption lounge within the municipality, the municipality's failure to act does not
21 satisfy the local authorization requirement of subsection 2, paraeraph Q

22 4. Appeal ofmunicipal.iaUure to act on request for local authorization. If a

23 m.umcit)alifv whose leeislative body has voted to adopt a new ordinance, amend an existing

24 ordinance or aBorove a warrant article allowine camiabis consumption lounees within the

25 municipality fails to act on a person's request for local authorization to operate a cannabis

26 consumption lounee within the municipality within 120 days after the date the person
27 submitted the regyest to the municinalitv. the request is deemed denied and the denial
28 constitutes a final eoyemment action that may beapnealed to the Superior Court in
29 accordance with Rule SOB of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, except that, if the

3 0 municipality^ notifies the person in writine prior to the exoiration of the 1 20-dav period that
31 the request cannot be processed prior to the expiration of the 120-dav period, the request is

32 deemed deniedand_the_denial constitutes a final government action only if the municipality

33 fails to act on the request within 240 days after the date the person submitted the request to
34 the municipality.

35 See. 12. 28-B MRSA §403-A is enacted to read;

36 S403-A. Local authorizatioiL^f cannabis consumption lounees within towns,
37 plantations and townships in the unorganized and deoreanized areas

38 1. Request for local authorization to operate cannabis consumDtion lounge in
39 town, plantation or township in unoreanized and deoreanized areas prohibited unless

40 eenerallv allowed by town or plantation or by county commissioners on behalf of

41 township. A Dersonseeking_tQ^Q^^^ a camiabiscQnsumption lounpe within a town,
42 plantation or township located within the unorganized and deorganized areas may not

43 reauest local authQrization_BursuanU^^ subsectkm 2 to operate the cannabis consumotion
44 lounge and the town. plantation or, in the case of a township, the county commissioners of
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1 the county in which the township is located may not accept as complete the person's request

2 for local authorization unless;

3 A, In the case of a town or plantation. the legislative body of the town or plantation

4 has voted to allow cannabis stores and cannabis consumptKmJounges within the town

5 or plantation and the person has been issued by the office a conditional Jjcense. to

6 SBCTate the cannabis store nursuant to section 205. subsection 3__or_an active license to
7 operate the cannabis store pursuant to section 205. subsection 4; or

8 B. In the case of a township, the county commissioners of the county in which the

9 township is located have voted to allow cannabis stores and cannabis consumption
10 lounges within the townshit) and the person has been issued by the office a conditional
11 license to operate the cannabis store pursuant to section 205, subsection 3 or an active
12 license to operate the cannabis store pursuant to section 2Q5^ubsection_4,

13 2. Local authorization required for operation of cannabis consumption lounee in

14 town, plantation or township in unoreanized and deoreanized areas. A person may
15 not operate a cannabis consumption lounge within a town, olantation or townshio located

16 within the unoreanized and deoreanized areas unless:

17 A. The legislative body of the town or plantation has voted to allow cannabis stores
18 within the town or plantation or. in the case of a township, the county_ commissioners
19 of the county in which the township is located have voted to allow cannabis stores

20 within the township;

21 B, The legislative body of the town or plantation has voted _to allow cannabis

22 consumption lounges within the town or plantation or, in_the case of a township. the

23 county commissioners of the county in which the township is located have voted to
24 allow cannabis consumption lounges within the townshb;

25 C. The person has obtained all applicable local approvals, permits or licenses not
26 relatine to land use olannine and development that are required for the operation of the

27 cannabis consumtition lounge by thetown, plantation or, in the case of a townshio, the
28 county commissioners of the county in which the townslupis located;

29 D. The person has obtained all applicable aDprovals, permits or licenses relatine to
30 land use tilanning and develoDment thaLare required by the Maine Land Use Planning
31 Commission for the develoBment ancLoBeration of the cannabis consumption lounge;

32 E, The person has been issued by the office an active license to operate the cannabis

33 store pursuant to section 205. subsection 4; and

34 F, The person has been issued by the office a cannabis consumption lounge

35 endorsement on that person's active cannabis store license pursuant to section 1201.

36 The town, plantation or, in the case of a township, the county commissioners of the county
37 in which the township is located shall certify to the Maine Land Use Planning Commission
3 8 that the person has obtained all awlicable local approvals, t)ennits_or licenses not relatine

39 to land use planning and development as required under paraeraoh C. The Maine Land
40 Use Planning Commission may certify to the office a person's compliance with the

41 requirements of oaraeraphs C and D on the form orenared andjumished by the office
42 pursuant to section 1201. subsection 3,
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1 3. Failure to act on request for local authorization. This subsection governs a

2 failure to act on a reguest for locaLauthorization by a town or a plantation or. in the case of

3 a township, by the cQuntv_commissioners of the county m which the township is located,

4 or by the Maine Land Use Planning Commission.

5 A._If a town or plantation whose legislative body has voted to allow cannabis

6 consunrotion lounges within the town or plantation fails to act on a person's request for
7 local authorization under subsectiQn 2. paraeraoh C. the town or plantation's failure to

8 act does not satisfy the local authorization requirement of subsection 2. paragraph C,

9 B, If the county commissioners of the county in which a township is located, who have

10 voted to allow cannabis consumption lounees within the township, fail to act on a

11 person's request for local authorization under subsection 2, paraeraph C, the county
12 commissioners' failure to act does not satisfy the local authorization requirement of

13 subsection 2, paragraph C ,

14 C. If the Maine Land Use Planning Commission fails to act on a person's request for

15 local authorization under subsection 2, oaraeraoh D. the commission's failure to act

16 does not satisfy the local authorization requirement of subsection 2. oaraeranh D.

17 4. Appeal of failure to act on request for local authorization. This subsection

18 governs the appeal of a failure to act on a request for local authorization by a town or a

19 plantation or, in the case of a townshb. by the county commissioners of the county in which

20 the township is located. or by the Maine Land Use Planning Commission,

21 A, If a town or plantation whose legislative body has voted to allow cannabis
22 consumption lounges within the town or plantation fails to act on a person's request for
23 local authQrizatiQn under subsection 2, paraeraoh C within 90 days after the date the
24 person submitted the request to the town or olantation, the request is deemed denied

25 and the denial constitutes a final eovemment action that may be awealed to the

26 Superior Court in accordance with Rule SOB of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
27 except that. if the town or plantation notifies the person in writing wior to the expiration

2 8 of the 90-dav periocLthat the request cannot be processed prior to the expiration of the
29 90-dav period, the request is deemed denied and the denial constitutes a final

3 0 government action only if the town or plantation fails to act on the request within 180

31 daysafter thedatethe_&erson submitted the request to the town or nlantation,

32 B, If the county commissioners of the county in which a townshiu is located, who have
33 voted to allow cannabis consumotion lounges within the township. fail to act on a
34 person's request for local authorization under subsection 2. paraeraoh C within 90 days

3 5 afte^the date the nerson submitted the request to the county commissioners, the request

36 is deemed denied and the denial constitutes a final eovemment action that may be
37 appealed to the Superior Court in accordance with Rule SOB of the Maine Rules of
38 Civil Procedure, except that. if the county commissioners notify the person in writing

39 prior to the expiration of the 90-day period that the request cannot be processed prior
40 to the expiration of the 90-dav period, the request is deemed denied and the denial
41 constitutes a final eovernment action only if the county commissioners fail to act on
42 the request within 180 days after the date the person submitted the request to the county
43 commissioners,

44 C, If the Maine Land Use Plannine Commission fails to act on a person's request for

45 local authorization under subsection 2, paragraph D within 90 days after the date the
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1 cerson submitted the request to the commission, the request is deemed denied and the

2 denial constitutes a final aeencv action that may be appealed to the Superior Court in
3 accordance with Rule 8QC of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, except that, if the
4 commission notifies the person in writine prior to the expiration of the 90-dav period

5 that the request cannot be processed prior to the expiration of the 90-dav penod, the
6 request is deemed denied and the denial constitutes a final agency action only if the
7 commission fails to act on the request within 180 days after the date the person
8 submitted the request to the commission.

9 Sec. 13. 28-B MRSA §405, first ^, as amended by PL 2023, c. 679, Ft, B,§60, is
10 further amended to read;

11 A municipality may request that the office provide any infonnation obtained by the
12 office pursuant to the provisions of subchapter 2 or 3 that the municipality determines
13 necessary for the administration of its local authorization process for cannabis
14 establishments and cannabis consumption lounges under this subchapter. Unless the
15 information is confidential pursuant to law or rule, the office, in a timely manner, shall

16 provide the information requested pursuant to this section. For the purposes of this section,

17 "municipality" has the same meaning as in section 212,

18 Sec. 14. 28-B MRSA §406, first ^[, as enacted by PL 2017, c, 409, Pt. A, §6 and
19 amended by PL 2021, c, 669, §5, is further amended to read;

20 A municipality shall notify the department within 14 days of the date the municipality
21 authorizes the operation of a cannabis establishment or a cannabis consumption lounge

22 within the municipality; issues or renews a license for the operation of a cannabis
23 establishment within the municipality; withdraws authorization or suspends or revokes a
24 license for the operation of a cannabis establishment within the municipality; withdraws.
25 suspends or revokes authorization for the operation of a cannabis consumption lounge
26 within the municipality; approves relocation of the licensed premises of a cannabis

27 establishment to the municipality; or approves a transfer of ownership interests in a license
28 the licensed premises of which are located within the municipality. For the purposes of this
29 section, "municipality" has the same meaning as in section 212,

30 See. 15. 28-B MRSA §502, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2017, c, 409, Ft. A, §6 and
31 amended by PL 2021,c.669,§5, is further amended to read;

32 5. Sampling by employees. A products manufacturing facility licensee and its
33 employees may sample adult use cannabis and adult use cannabis products manufactured

34 at the licensed premises of the products manufacturing facility for the purposes of product
3 5 quality control and product research and development only, The licensee may not otherwise
36 allow the consumption of adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis products within the

37 licensed premises, unless the licensee is also a cannabis store licensee with a cannabis

38 consumption lounge ^ndorseinenLQQe^^^^ provisions of subchaoter 12, The
39 sampling of adult use cannabis and adult use cannabis products authorized under this
40 subsection may not involve the consumption ofcannabis or cannabis products by means of

41 smoking the cannabis or cannabis products, For the purposes of this subsection, "smoking"

42 has the same meaning as in Title 22, section 1541, subsection 6,

43 Sec. 16. 28-B MRSA §504, sub-§12, as enacted by PL 2023,c. 679,Pt. B,§94, is
44 amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
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1 A cahnabis store shall package and label samples in accordance with the applicable
2 provisions of this chapter and the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, A cannabis store
3 may not provide samples to a person who is visibly intoxicated. The total amount of

4 samples, adult use cannabis and adult use cannabis products given or sold to a person in

5 any one 24-hour period, including any amount given or sold to a person for on-premises

6 consumption pursuant to subchapter 12, may not exceed the maximum amount of adult use
7 cannabis or adult use cannabis products allowed under section 1501, subsection 1,

8 paragraph F,

9 Sec. 17. 28-B MRSA §507, first ^ as enacted by PL 2023, c. 679, Ft. B,§105, is
10 amended to read:

11 A minor may not enter the licensed premises of a cannabis store unless accompanied

12 by the minor's parent, legal guardian or custodian, as defined in Title 22, section 4002,
13 subsection 5, A minor may not enter any area designated as a cannabis consumption lounge
14 on the nremises of a licensed cannabis store, An individual identification card holder who
15 is the parent, legal guardian or custodian of a minor may bring that minor into the licensed
16 premises of a cultivation facility, products manufach.iring facility or cannabis testing
17 facility in an emergency,

18 Sec. 18. 28-B MRSA §508, sub-§2-B is enacted to read:

19 2-B. Cannabis consumption lounge. A licensee issued a cannabis consumntjon

20 loynge endorsement by the office_may allow a person to^^^^^^c^^^ adult use cannabis or
21 adult use cannabis products within the cannabis consumption lounee on_ the licensed

22 premises pursuant to the reQuirements in subchaptet

23 Sec. 19. 28-B MRSA §509, as enacted by PL 2017,c. 409, Ft, A, §6, is amended to
24 read;

25 §509. License to be conspicuously displayed; endorsement

26 A licensee shall ensure that the licensee's license, or a copy of that license, is at all

27 times conspicuously displayed within its licensed premises, If the licensee operates a

28 cannabis consumption lounee. the licensee shall ensure that the licensee's caunabis

29 consymption lounge endorsement, or a copy of that endQrsement. is at all times

30 conspicuQuslY_disi3UYed within its^^^c consymption lounge.

31 Sec. 20. 28-B MRSA §512, sub-§l, as amended by PL 2023, c. 679, Ft, B,§110,
32 is further amended to read:

33 1. Inspections. A licensee shall submit to an inspection of its licensed premises,

34 including, but not limited to, any area designated as a cannabis consumption lounge on the
35 premises of a licensed cannabis store under subchapter 12 and any places of storage and

36 any locked areas, upon demand and without notice during the licensee's business hours by

37 the office, a criminal justice agency or an official authorized by the municipality in which
38 the licensed premises are located,

39 For the purposes of this subsection, "municipality" has the same meaning as in section 212,

40 Sec. 21. 28-B MRSA c.1,sub-c. 12 is enacted to read;

41 SUBCHAPTER 12
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1 CANNABIS CONSUMPTION LOUNGES

2 §1201. Endorsement requirements

3 1. Endorsement process. The office, upon receipt of an application in the prescribed

4 form _that_meets all aDplicable_reqmrements for endp^r^ under this chapter and the

5 rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, shall issue to an anplicant^who has been issued an

6 active cannabis store license an endorsement on that license to cwerate a cannabis

7 consumption lounee on the premises of the licensed cannabjs stoj'e. An aOTlication for a
8 cannabis consumption lounee endorsement or renewal application may be included with

9 an initial aoolication or renewal application for a cannabis store license, as apDlicable, To

10 the extent possible, an application for an endorsement under this subchaoter that is included
11 with an initial amlication or renewal auolication for a cannabis store license may not

12 regyire_dupHcatign of matenal^m^ _cannabis store__license application or
13 renewal application,

14 2. Endorsement criteria. An applicant for an endorsement to operate a cannabis
15 consumption lounge must meet each of the following requirements

16 A, The atwlicant must have an active cannabis store license issued by the office for
17 the facility seeking endorsement under this subchaoter or the aoplicant must have a
18 conditional license issued by the office and be applvine for the endorsement at the same

19 time that the applicant is auplyine for a cannabis store license for that facility. An active
20 cannabis store license is required for the_QfBceJoJssue an endorsement under this

21 subchaoter.

22 B, The applicant must receive certification of local authorization from thejnunicipality
23 in which the facility seeking endorsement is located as required by section 402-A.
24 subsection 2, tiaragraoh C or, in the case of a cannabis store located in the unorganized
25 and deoreanized areas, from the Maine Land Use Planning Commission as required by

26 section 403-A, subsection 2, r>araeraohs C and D,

27 C, If the applicant does not own the premises where the cannabis consumotion lounee

28 will be located, the applicant must _submit _alease, _rental_agreement or other
29 arrangement for possession of the premises. or an addendum to such.an agreement,
30 from the owner of the premises grantine explicit tiermission to ouerate a cannabis

31 consumption lounge at that premises.

32 D. The applicant must submit copies of properly endorsed general liability and

33 cannabis liability insurance,

34 E, The applicant must submit a facility aLan ^s_^eauired_nyrsuant to_sectiQn_12Q5,
35 subsection 5,

36 F, The applicant must pay the endorsement fee required pursuant to section 207,

37 3. Forms for local authorization; office to notify applicant. The office shall Brcpare
38 and furnish to applicants, municipalities and the Maine Land Use Planning Commission a
39 certification form by which the municipality may certify to the office that the aoolicant has
40 Qbtamed local authorization as required by section 402-A. subsection 2. oaraeraph C orjn

41 the case of a cannabis consumntion lounee to be located in the unoreanized and

42 deorgamzed areas, the Maine Land Use Planning Commission may certify tothe^ ofiicethat
43 the applicant has obtained local authorization as required by section 403-A. subsection 2.
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1 paragraphs C and D, The office shall notify the applicant that certification of local
2 authorization has been confirmed within 10 days of receivine certification of local
3 authorization from a municipality or the Maine Land Use Plannine Commission, as

4 applicable.

5 4. Endors ement for cannabis store licensee that is also licensed cultivation facility

6 or manufacturing facility. A cultivatLon facUitv_QF a products manufacturmg facility that
7 has obtainecL from the office a seearate license to ooerate a cannabis store and otherwise
8 complies with all applicable requirements under this chapter and the rules adopted pursuant
9 to this chapter concemine the oneration of cannabis stores and the operation of cannabis

10 consumption lounges may awlv for a caimabis consumotion lounge endorsement on the

11 cannabis store license.

12 5. Endorsement not transferable to other licensed premises. An endorsement
13 issued by the office to a cannabis store licensee to operate a cannabis consumption lounee
14 is valid only for the licensed premises ofthecannabis store. The endorsement may not be

15 transferred to any other licensed premises.

16 6. Compliance with application process; no false statement of material fact. An

17 applicant must complete all aoplication forms required by the office fully and truthfully
18 and comulv with all information requests of the office relating to the endorsement

19 application. An endorsement may not be issued to an apolicant that has knowingly or
20 recklessly made any false statement of material fact to the office in applvine for an

21 endorsement under this subchapter, The office shall revoke the endorsement of a cannabis

22 store licensee pursuant to subchaoter 8 if, subsequent to the issuance of the endorsement,

23 the office determines that the licenseeJcnQwinRly or recklessly made a false statement of

24 material fact to the office in awlvine for the endorsement.

25 81202. Denial of endorsement

26 l.Denial for good_ cause,_The office, for good cause, may deny an aoplication for an
27 initial or renewal cannabis consumBtiQn lounee endorsement, Denial of an apolication by

28 the offire^^ to this section^constitutes a final aeencv action as defined in Title 5,

29 section 8002. subsection 4,

30 2. Good cause defined. For the purposes of this section, "good cause" has the same

31 meaning as in section 206, subsection 2 and also includes a findine by the office that an
32 apoUcant Qtlicensee has failed to comDlv with any special terms, consent decree or

33 conditions placed upon the m-eviouslv issued endorsement pursuant to an order of the
34 office; the municioalitv in which the licensed premises are located; the town or plantation

35 in the unorganized or deorganized areas_m_which the licensed premises are located; in the
3 6 caseofatownship in the unorganized and deorganized areas in which the licensed premises

37 are located, the county commissioners of the county in which the township is located; or.

38 in the case of a cannabis store located intheunoreamzed and deoreanized areas, the Maine

39 Land Use Planning Commission,

40 3. Notification of denial and rieht to appeal. Upon the office's determination to

41 deny an endorsement application, the office shall notify the applicant in writme of the
42 denial, the basis for the denial and the applicant's right to appeal the denial to the Superior
43 Court in accordance with Rule 80C of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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1 4,^Denial of endorsement separate from license. A determination to deny an
2 endQrsement aoolication is a separate detennination from any determination. for an
3 application, including a renewal aoolication, for the awlicant's cannabis store.

4 §1203. Endorsementterm; renewal

5 1. License term. A cannabis consumption lounge endorsement issued pursuant to
6 section 1201 is effectwe for the license term under section 208 for an active caunabis store

7 license issued by the office pursuant to section 205. subsection 4, Except as otherwise

8 provided inthis sectioiL acannabis stQre licensee seekine to renew, an existing cannabis
9 consumntion lounge endorsement must file an aoplication for renewal with the office, on

10 forms prepared and furnished by the office, not less than 30 days prior to the date of
11 expiration of the license, An application for endorsement renewal must be submitted with

12 the_aBBUcant's cannabis store license renewal application.

13 2, Notification of expiration date. The office shall notify a cannabis store licensee
14 who has been issued a cannabis consufflption lounge endorsement prior to the expiration

15 of the endorsement in the same manner and at the samelime as notification under section

16 209. subsection 1,

17 3. Extension for good cause; late application; operation under expired
18 endorsement. The provisions under section 209, subsections 2. 3 and 4 applicable to an

19 apolication jor renewal of an existing cannabis store license for which a cannabis

20 consumption lounge endorsement was issued amlv to the awlication for renewal of an

21 endorsement,

22 4. Expired endorsement; cessation of activity. Except as provided in subsection 3,
23 a person whose cannabis consumption lounge endorsement has expired shall immediately

24 cease all activity relating to the ooeration of the cannabis consumrition lounee previouslv

25 authorized under the endorsement, A cannabis store licensee whose cannabis consumption

26 lounee endorsement has expired is not reciuired to cease activity related to the ooeration of

27 the cannabis store,

28 5. Renewal application process; fees; rules. An applicant seeking renewal of an
29 endorsement to operate a cannabis consumotion lounge shall pay to the office a renewal

30 apolication fee_or, ifLaD&licable. a late renewal atiplication fee and shall demonstrate
31 continued compliance with all am)licable endorsement criteria under this chapter.
32 includine, but not limited to, obtainine local authorization as required by section 402-A,
33 subsection 2, oaraeraoh C or. in the case of a cannabis consumotion lounge located in the

34 unoreanized and deoreanized areas. as required by section 403-A. subsection 2. paraeraphs

35 C and D.

36 A. The office may not issue an _endorsement to a cannabis store licensee seeking

37 renewal of an endorsement until the licensee obtains local authorization for a cannabis

3 8 CQnsumotjon lounge_as required by section 402-A, subsection 2, paragraph C or. in the
39 case of a cannabis store located in the unoreanized and deorganized areas, as required

40 by section 403-A,subssction2,wmKWhs^^^^^^ applicable endorsement
41 fee required under section 207 and meets all other applicable requirements for the
42 issuance_of anendorsement under section 1201,

43 B, The office shall by rule establish requirements for the submission, processing and

44 approval of an endorsement renewal apclication, which must include. but are not
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1 limited to. a reasonable renewal atwlication fee and a reasonable late renewal

2 application fee,

3 §1204. Suspension or revocation

4 The office, by written order,jnayfor_gQod cause as defined in section 1202, subsection
5 2 suspend or revoke a cannabis consumption lounge endorsement issued to a cannabis store,

6 §1205. Facility requirements

7 A cannabis store licensee seekine an endorsement to operate _a_cannabis consumBtion
8 lounee on the premises of a licensed cannabis store must meet the requirements of this

9 section,

10 1. Designated area. A cannabis consumDtion lounee must be located on the physical

11 premises of the cannabis store licensee in a designated area that is separate frQm anv_other
12 area of the facility conducting activity licensed under this chapter or under Title 22, chapter
13 558-C,

14 2. Separate entry. The area designated as a cannabis consumption lounee must have

15 a separate entry from the cannabis store_retail area,

16 3. Visually conspicuous delineation. The delineation between the cannabis store

17 retail space and the area designated as a cannabis consumption lounee must be visually

18 conspicuous.

19 4. Smokine within cannabis consumption lounee. Except as otherwise provided in

20 this chapter, a cannabis store operating a cannabis consumption lounge may allowjhe
21 consumption of adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis products by smoking, as defined
22 in Title 22. section 1541. subsection 6, pursuant to the requirements in section 1206. This

23 subsection does not require a cannabis store licensee ooeratine a cannabis consumption
24 lounge to allow smokine of adult use cannabis and cannabis products,

25 5. Cannabis consumption lounge facility plan. An applicant for a cannabis

26 consumption lounge endorsement must include in the initial or renewal application a

27 facility plan that mcludes a diaeram and description of the desienated area and that specifies
28 the location, size and layout of the cannabis consumption lounge area on the premises of

29 the cannabi^^ descrmtignof points of ingress and egress. the
30 location and a description of the visually conspicuous delineation between the cannabis
31 store retail space and the area designated as a cannabis consumption lounge and any other
32 information as detenmined by the office by rule.

3 3 6. Rules. The office may adopt mles for cannabis consumption lounee areas located
34 on the premises of a licensed cannabis store, including. but not limited tQimles_est^Us^^^

35 security and public health and safety requirements. Rules adopted pursuant to thjs
36 subsection are routine technical mles as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A,

37 §1206. Operatine requirements

38 In addition to the requirements outlined in section 504 and any rules adopted under this
39 chapter regarding the operation ofcannabis stores, a cannabis consumotion lounee located

40 on the premises o^^^^^^ store must be onejii^^^ with the

41 urovisions of this section and the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter,
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1 1. Productsauthorized for_consumption. Except as provided in subsection ,3, a
2 cannabis store may authorize for consumption only within an area designated as a cannabis
3 consumption lounge on the premises of the licensed cannabis store;

4 A, Adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis products purchased at retail from the

5 cannabis store;

6 B, Consumable products not containine cannabis, including, but not limited to, sodas.

7 candiesandbaked goods^A catmabis store may restrict the consumotion of consumable

8 products not containine cannabis to only products sold by the cannabis store at retail;

9 and

10 C, Consuinable Broducts not containine cannabis that are purchased at a location other
11 than the cannabis store.including, but not limited to,_m"oductsdeliveredtothe cannabis

12 store premises, products providedbv a food truck located on or near the cannabis store

13 premises or other products provided by a customer for personal consumption,

14 2._Products_not fully consumed. Adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis products
15 not fully consumed by a person within a cannabis consumDtion lounee:

16 A. May be removed by the person who purchased the adult use cannabis or adult use
17 cannabis products at retail if the adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis product beine

18 removed is in the original nackaging provided at the final point of sale or is repackaged
19 in child-resistant and tamper-evident packagine that includes the labeling information

20 required under section 701, subsection 1 and any other information required by rule by

21 the office; or

22 B, Must be disposed_Qf or destroyed by_an employee ofthe_cannabis_store licensee,

23 3, Total amount sold in 24-hour period. The total amount of adult use cannabis and

24 adult use cannabis products, includine samples, given or sold to a person in any one 24-
25 hour period, including adult use cannabis and adult use cannabis products sold at retail for
26 consumption in_acannabis consumotion lounee. may not exceed the maximum amount of
27 adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis products allowed under section 1501. subsection

28 1. paragraph F.

29 4. Prohibitions, A store licensee operatine a cannabis consumption lounge
30 on the licensed cannabis store premises may not;

31 A, Permit any person under 21 years of age to enter any area designated as a cannabis
32 consumution lounee on the premises of the licensed cannabis store;

33 B, .Sell adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis products to a person who is visibly

34 intoxicated;

35 C, Allow a person to consume adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis products not

36 purchased atthe time^QfconsumiitiQn at retail from the licensed cannabis storei

37 D,_A,llow a person to consume cannabis and cannabis nroducts for medical use,except

38 as provided insection_5Q8, subsection 1 ^

39 E. Allow a person to consume any alcoholic beveraees;

40 F, _Allow a person to consume any tobacco products, as defined in Title 22. section
41 1551. subsection 3; or
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1 G, Except as provided in section 1207. permit smoldne of adult use cannabis or adult

2 usecannabis products,

3 5. Compliance with packagins, labeling and health and safety requirements. All

4 adult use cannabjs and adult use cannabis products sold or offered for sale for consumption

5 bv a person in a cannabisconsumBtion lounge located on thepremises of the licensed

6 cannabis store must meet all applicable packaging, labeling and health and safety

7 requirements of subchaoter 7 and the rules adopted under subchaoter 7,

8 6. Verification ofage.__A_aer_son must be 21 years of age or older to enter any area
9 designated as a cannabis consumotion lounee on the premises of a cannabis store. Prior to

10 allowing a person to enter an area designated as a camiabis consumption lounee, an
11 emnloYe&ofthe cannabis store licensee shall verify that the person has a valid govemment-

12 issued nhotoeraohic identification card or other acceptable photoeraphic identification as
13 determined by the department by rule pursuant to section 504. subsection 4, paragraph B

14 demonstrating that the person is 21 years of age or older,

15 7. Required employee training. All employees of a licensed cannabis store with an

16 endorsement to operate a cannabis consumption lounge who directly conduct retail sales of
17 adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis nroducts or who are directly involved with the

18 operation of a cannabis consumption lounee must complete an aoproved cannabis server
19 education course as provided in section 1208,

20 §1207. Smoking; additional reauirements

21 A licensed cannabis store with a cannabis consumption lounge endorsement operating

22 a cannabis consumption lounge may allow the consumptiQn Qf adult use cannabis or adult

23 use cannabis products by smoking in accordance with the provisions in Title 22, section
24 1542 and of this section and rules adopted pursuant to this section,

25 1. Smoking Brohibited; exception, Smokine is prohibited in any area of the facility
26 conducting activity licensed under this chaoter or under Title 22. chapter 558-C. including
27 any area on the premises of the licensed cannabis store where retail sales are conducted.
2 8 except in the designated smoking area of the cannabis consumption lounge.

29 2._SmokinE and nonsmokln2 areas. A licensed cannabis store operatine a cannabis
30 consumrrtion lounge may designate an area for consumption that does not include smoking

31 and a separate area for consymBtiotuncludings^^ that meets the requirements of this

32 section and the rules adopted pursuant to this section and of Title 22, section 1542, A
3 3 separate _area that includes smoking is not required,

34 3. Consumption by smoldne not required. A licensed cannabis store operatine a

3 5 cannabis consumtrtion lounee is not required to authorize consumption of adult use

36 cannabis and adult use cannabis products by smokine,

37 4. Employee access not required; monitorine. A licensed cannabis store ooeratine
38 a cannabis consumption lounee where smoldne is permitted may not require employees of

39 the licensed caunabis^ store to workjn, pass through or enter the designated smoking area.

40 Emfiloyees must be able to monitor the designated smoldne area without enterinp it,

41 5. Additional information required in application for initial endorsement or
42 rene'wal, An_apoUcant for an initial canuabis consumption lounge endorsement or for
43 renewal of an endorsement that intends to permit smokine within a cannabis consumption

44 lounge must inc^^^^^
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1 A. If the applicant does not ownJhgDremises where the cannabis consumption lounge

2 will be located, explicit permission by the owner of the premises erantine the arolicant
3 pennission to Tiennit smoking of adult use cannabis or adult use caimabis tiroducts at

4 that.premises and any other requirements related to that permission as expressed in a

5 lease, rental agreement or other arraneement for possession of the premises or an
6 addendum to such an agreement;

7 B, Information reeardinp the smokine area's ventilation system;

8 C, Information detailing the monitorine system that will be used by employees to
9 monitor the smoldne area; and

10 D. Any other infonnation related to the health and safety of enrolovees and lounge
11 patrons as determined by the office by rule,

12 6. Rules. The office may adopt rules to implement this section, Rules adopted under

13 this section areroutine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

14 §1208. Cannabis server education courses

15 1. Approval of cannabis server education courses. The director or the director's
16 desienee shall approve cannabis server education courses for a period of 2 years that meet
17 the criteria develoned under this section, The director may renew an awroval as lone as

18 the course meets the criteria aoulicable at the time of renewal,

19 Course providers may request a renewal by submitting current course material at least 60

20 days prior to the date of expiration,

21 2. Advisory committee; appointment. The Cannabis Safe-serve Education Advisory

22 Committee, referred to in this section as "the advisory committee." is established and

23 consists of 8 members. awointed as follows;

24 A, The director, or the director's designee;

25 B, The Director of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy, or the director's desienee;

26 C. The Attorney General, or the Attorney General's desienee;

27 D. _The Commissioner of Health and Human Services, or the commissioner's designee;

28 E. A representative of the education community, appointed by the director:

29 F. A representative of a statewide adult use cannabis licensee oreanization, appointed

30 by the director:

31 G, A representative of a statewide trial lawyers' oreanization. appointed by the

32 director; and

33 H,__ A cannabis establishment inspector. apDointed by the director,

34 3. AdvisoUL committee; course criteria. The advisory committee shall determine

35 specific criteria that a cannabis servereducation course must contain to_ receive approval

3 6 undersubsectionj^ The specific criteria must be based on and include the following,

37 A, The instructors of the course or the advisor pursuant to subsection 11 must possess

38 the relevant skills to provide instruction,

39 B, The course must provide instruction and the development of skills in the followine

40 subject areas;
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1 d) Identification of intoxicated individuals, includine minors;

2 f2) Intervention to prevent excessive consumption of cannabis and edible cannabis

3 nroducts by such methods as serving food and using known antidotes to the effects

4 ofTHC;

5 (31 Making consumers aware of their condition and their responsibility for drivine
6 in an intoxicated condition and urovidine alternate transDortation when available;

7 (4) Knowledge of state laws relating to the cultivation, manufacture, distribution
8 and sale of cannabis and the legal resoonsibilities of servers and consumers;

9 (51 Knowledee of the effect of THC by potency. method of consumntion and
10 timing of consumption relative to an individual's weight or other relevant factors;

11 (6) Exammationof proof of age identification and methods of detecting false or
12 altered age identification documents;

13 f7) Policies and practices to prevent the sale or service of adult use camiabis and
14 edible adult use cannabis products to minors and visibly intoxicated individuals;
15 and

16 f8) The effects ofcannabis on the human body, includine the disease concept of
17 substanceuse. disordeT

18 C, Participants must be evaluated before taking the course and after cQmoletionofthe

19 course,

20 D, Participants who successfully complete the cQnrse and the final evaluation must be
21 awarded certificates recognizing that they have successfully completed an aooroved

22 cannabis server education course.

23 4Jnstructor trainine. Each instmctor Drovidine instruction as part of an awroved

24 cannabis ser/er education course shall bietiniaUv attend a seminar on the adult use camiabis

25 laws of the State provided by the office. The instructor shall attend the seminar prior to
26 providing instmctiQn as partof anaBDt'oyed cannabis server education course in this State,

27 If the instructor meets the requirements of subsection 5, the mstmctor mustreceive a
28 cannabis server instructor's certificate, There is a $50 fee for the seminar to offset expenses

29 incurred in carrying out this subsection.

30 5. Instructor qualifications. In order to qualify for a cannabis server instructor's

31 certificate, an instructor shall;

32 A. Attend a seminar bienniallv as provided in subsection 4:

3 3 B, Apply for a certificate for each approved course to be instmcted by the instmctor;

34 and

35 C, Provide a letter from the administrator of a course approved by the advisory

36 committee to train instructors acknowledeine that the instructor is in eood standing and

37 has_ completed the aooroved course,

3 8 In additionto the reguire_iiients of paraeraphs A to C, an instructor seekine recertification

39 shall instruct a minimum of 4 courses during the previous certification term for the course

40 for which the instmctor is seeking recertification,
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1 6. Suspension of certificate. The director or the director's designee may suspend or

2 revoke a cannabis server instructor's or advisor s certificate upon the recommendation of

3 the advisory committee. The following are grounds for an action to suspend or revoke a

4 certificate:

5 A, Repeated instances of failure to provide timely, accurate or legible infonnati on

6 required by subsection 9;

7 B. Repeated instances of failure to follow the course outline that was approved by the

8 advisory committee or cover the course criteria that was approved; _or

9 C, Receipt of a request to suspend or revoke a certificate from the administrator of the

10 course approved by the advisory committee to train instructors,.

11 7, Advisor training. Each advisor, oursuantto subsection 1 L must be certified under
12 subsection 8 prior to oroviding advisory assistance in an anuroved Intemet-based cannabis

13 server education course and shall bienniallv attend a seminar on the adult use cannabis laws
14 of the State provided by an officer of the office. The fee for the seminar is the same as in
15 subsection 4,

16 8. Advisor qualifications, In order to qualify for an advisor's certificate, an advisor
17 shall;

18 A, Attend a seminar bienniallv as orovided insubsectionA

19 B, Apply for a certificate for each arioroved course for which the advisor offers

20 services; and

21 C, Provide a letter from the administrator of a courseapproved by_the adYisorv

22 committee to train advisors acknowledeme that the advisor is in good standing and has
23 completed the aooroved course.

24 9. Course accountabUity. _The director or_the director's designee may appoint an

25 employee of the office to monitor each camiabis server education course to ensure that the
26 course presents proper trainine and meets the aonroved criteria, The office shall maintain

27 a record of the uarticipants who have completed an awroved course. Each instructor of an
28 approved course shall provide the office_with the names, addresses, dates of birth and

29 driver's license numbers, state identification card numbers or social security numbers of

3 0 individuals who .completejthe course and the date of completion, The instructor^ shall
31 forward $3 to the office for every name submitted. The amounts collected must be retained
3 2 by the office to cover costs related to cannabis server education trainine,

33 10. Cannabis server education courses; approval; suspension; revocation. The
34 director or the director's desienee may refuse to issue or renew atmroval for a cannabis

35 server education course, The director or the director's designeejnay suspend or revoke

36 approval for a cannabis server education course upon the recommendation of the advisory
37 committee after reviewine the report of a monitor appointed under subsection 9, The

3 8 following are grounds for an action to refuse to issue or renew awroval or to suspend or

39 revoke approval;

40 A, Theadvisory committee finds that a cannabis server education course does noimeet

41 the criteria listed in subsection 3 or other specific criteria determined bv the committee;

42 B, The course, when m'esented, does not follow specific criteria determined by the

43 advisor/ committee before issuance of atiproval;
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1 C, The instructor of the course does not provide information or access to a monitor as

2 required by subsection 9: or

3 D. Fraud or deceit is^ used to obtain course approval or in providing the course or
4 issuing certificates,

5 A person aeerieved by a decision of the director or the director's desienee to refuse to issue

6 or renew approval or to suspend or revoke awroval for a cannabis_servere^ducatio^^^

7 may, within 30 days of receipt of the decision, appeal the decision to the District Court.

8 11. Approval of Internet-based cannabis server education courses. The director

9 or the director's designee may approve an Intemet-based cannabis server education course
10 if the course meets the criteria developed under this section, An apwoved Intemet-based

11 cannabis server education course must have an advisor certified under subsection 8

12 available to answer questions for persons_ysmg the Intemet-based cannabis server
13 education course,

14 §1209. Rules

15 The office may adopt rules necessary to implement, administer and enforce this
16 subchapter, Rules adotited pursuant to this subchaoter are routine techtiical rules as defined
17 in Title 5, chapter 375. subchauter 2-A,

18 See. 22. 28-B MRSA c. 1, sub-c. 13 is enacted to read;

19 8UBCHAPTER13

20 MAINE CANNABIS LIABILITY ACT

21 §1301. Short title

22 This subchaoter may be known and cited as "the Maine Cannabis Liability Act,"

23 §1302. Definitions

24 As used in this subchapter, unless the context indicates otherwise, the follQwing terms
25 have the followme meanings,

26 1. Intoxicated individual. "Intoxicated individual" means an individual_who ism a
27 state of intoxication,

28 2. Intoxication. "Intoxication" means a substantial impairment of an individual's

29 mental or physical faculties as a result of liquor, cannabisordrue use,

30 3. Licensee. "Licensee" means a person licensed pursuant to this chapter to operate a
31 cannabis establishment,

32 4. Nonlicensee. "Nonlicensee" means a person who_ is neither a licensee nor an
33 employee or aeent of a licensee and is not required to be licensed under this Title,

34 5. Server. "Sei-ver" means a person who sells, gives or otherwise provides adult use
35 cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products to an individual,

36 6. Service of adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products. "Seryice

3 7 of adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products" means any sale. gift or other

3 8 furnishing of adult use cannabis or edible adult use caimabjs products,
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1 7. Visibly intoxicated._"yisibly intoxicated" means a state of intoxication

2 acconroanied by a perceotible act, a series of acts or the appearance of an individual that

3 clearly demonstrates a state of intoxication,

4 S1303. Plaintiffs

5 1. Persons who may bring suit.__Except_as provided in subsection 2. a person who
6 suffers damage, as wovided in section 1307. may brine an action under this Act against a

7 server for neelieentlv or recklessly serving adult use caimbis or edible adult use cannabis

8 products to an individual,

9 2. Persons who may not brine suit. The followme may not brine an action under

10 this Act aeainst a server for negligently serving adult use cannabis or edible adult use

11 cannabis products to an individual:

12 A. The intoxicated individual if the intoxicated individual is at least 18 years of aee
13 when served by the serven

14 B, The_estate oftheintoxicated in_dividualjfthe intoxicated individual was at least 1 8
15 years of aee when served by the server; and

16 C, A person asserting clams arisine out of the personal injury or death of the

17 intoxicated individual if the intoxicated individual was at least 18 years of age when
18 served by the server.

19 S1304. Defendants

20 1, Licensee as _defendant^ A licensee or employee or aeent of a

21 licensee who commits an act eiving rise to liability. as provided in sections 1305 and 1306.
22 may_be made a defendant to a claim under this Act,

23 2.__Non!icensee as defendant. A server who is a nonlicensee who commits an act
24 eivine rise to liability. as provided in section 1305, subsection 1 and section 1306, may be
25 made a defendant to a claim under this Act.

26 §1305. Neelisent service of adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products;

27 HabilK

28 1. Neelieent service to minor. A server who neelieentlv serves adultusecanjiabis or

29 edible adult use cannabis products to a minor is liable for damages proximately caused by

30 that minor's consumotion of the adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products,

31 l._ Negligent service to visibly intoxicated individual. A server who negligently
3 2 serves adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products to a visibly intoxicated
3 3 individual is liable for damages woximatelv caused by that individual's consumption of the
34 adult use cannabis or edible adult use camiabis products,

35 3. Negligent conduct. Service of adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis

36 products to a minor or toan intQxicatedindividual is neglifient if the server knows_or if a

37 reasonable and prudent person in similar circumstances would know that the individual
38 being served is a minor or is yisibly mtoxicated,

3 9 4. Server's knowledge of individual's consumption. A server is not chargeable with

40 knowledge of an individual's consumption of adult use cannabis or edible adult use
41 cannabis products, liquor or other drnes off the server's premises, unless the individual's
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1 appearance and behavior or other facts known to the server would out a reasonable and
2 pmdent person on notice of such consumption,

3 S1306. Reckless service of adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products;

4 liabilit

5 1, Reckless service to minor. A_server whorecldesslY provides adult use cannabis or

6 edible adult use camiabis products to a minor is liable for damages proximately caused by
7 that minor's consumption of the adult use cannabis or adult use cannabis products,

8 2. Reckless service to visibly intoxicated individual. A server whojrecklesslv

9 adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis woducts to a visibly intoxicated individual
10 is liable for damages proximately caused by that individual's consumption of the adult use
11 cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products,

12 3. Reckless conduct. Service of adult use can.nabjs or edible adult use cannabis
13 products is reckless if a server intentionallv serves adult use cannabis or edible adult use

14 cannabis products to an individual when the server knows that the individual being served
15 is a minor or is visibly intoxicated and the server consciously disregards an obvious and

16 substantial risk that serving adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products to that
17 individual will cause physical harm to the user or to others,

18 For purposes of this Act. the disregard of the risk, when viewed in light of the nature and
19 purpose of the servers conduct and the circumstances known to the server, must involve a

20 gross deviation from the standard_of conduct _that a reasonable and prudent person would
21 observe in the same situation,

22 4. Evidence of reckless conduct. Specific serving Mactjces^^ as

23 evidence of reckless conduct include, but are not limited to. the followine:

24 A, Active encouragement of intoxicated individuals to consume substantial amounts

25 of adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products; and

26 B, Service of adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products to an individual

27 who is under 1 8 years of age when the servev has actual or cojistructiye knowledge of

28 the indiyidu^^^^^

29 S1307. Damaees

3 0 1. Damaees. Damages may be awarded for property damage, bodily iniyi-Y or death

31 pmximately caused by the consumotion of the adult use cannabjs or edible adult use
32 cannabis products served by the server,

33 2, Damages under wroneful death and survival laws. Except as otherwise provided

34 in this Act. damaees may be recovered under Title 18-C. sections 2-807 and 3-817. as in

3 5 other tort actions, subject to the damage limit of section 1308,

36 S1308. Limit on awards

37 1. Limitation on damages forjosses Qthe^?^ for medical care and

3 8 treatment. In actions for damages permitted by this Act. the claim for and award of

3 9 damages for all losses, except expenses for medical care and treatment, including devices

40 or aids, aeainst both a server and the server's employees and agents, may^ not exceed
41 $350.000 for all claims arising out of a single accident or occurrence.
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1 2. Multiple claimants. When the amount for all losses. except expenses for medical

2 care and treatment, includine devices and aids. awarded to or settled for multiple claimants.

3 exceeds the limit imposed by this section, any party may awly to the Superior Court for
4 the county_where the server is located to allocate each claimant an equitable share of the

5 total, limited as required by this section, Any award by the court in excess of the maximum

6 liability limit specified by subsection 1 must be automatically abated by operation of this
7 section to the maximum limit of liability,

8 §1309. Common law defenses

9 Defenses applicable to tort actions based on neelieence and recklessness in this State

10 may be asserted in defending actions brought under this Act,

11 §1310. Exclusive remedy

12 Tliis_Act is the exclusive remedy against servers who may be made defendants under

13 section 1304,_fQr claims by those suffering damaees based on the servers' service of adult

14 use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products.

15 §1311. Named and retained; several liability

16 1. Named and retained. An action aeainst a server may not be maintained unless the
17 minor, the intoxicated individual or the estate of the minor or intoxicated individual is
18 named as a defendant in the action and is retained in the action until the litieation is
19 concluded by trial or settlement,

20 2. Several but not joint liability. The intoxicated individual and any server, as
21 described in section 1304, are each severally liable andnot iointly_ liable for that percentage
22 of the plaintiffs damages that correstionds to each defendant's percentage of fault as

23 determined by the court or a jury.

24 §1312. Notice required

25 Evenuslajntiffseeldne damaees under this Act must give written notice to all
26 defendants within 180 days of the date of the server's conduct creating liability under this
27 Act, The notice must specify the tune. place and circumstances of the server's conduct
28 creating liability under this Act and the time. nlace and circumstances of any resultmg

29 damages, An error or omission in the notice does not voicLthe_ effect of the notice, if

3 0 otherwise valid, unless the error or omission is substantially material, Failure to give

31 written notice within the time specified is grounds for dismissal of a claim, unless the
32 plaintiff provides written_notice_witliin the limits of section 1313_and shQws_gQodcause
33 why notice could not have reasonably been filed within the 180-dav limit. For purposes of
34 this section, "good cause" includes but is not limited to the mabilitv of the plaintiff to obtain
35 investisative records from a law enforcement officer or law enforcement aeencv.

36 §1313. Statute of limitations

37 Amr action under this Act against a server allesine neelisent or reckless conduct must

3 8 be brought within 2 years after the cause of action accrues.

39 §1314. Evidence of responsible serving practices

40 1, Responsible practices. Proof of the server's responsible serving practices is

41 admissible as evidence that the server was not neeligent or reckless. Responsible servine

42 practices include, but are not limited to;
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1 A_, The server's and server's employees' attendance at an^^^^^^

2 trainine course; and

3 B. The server's implementation, at the time of service, of responsiblejnanagement

4 policies, procedures and actions.

5 2. Neither proof nor disproof of neelieence or recklessness. Proof or disproof that

6 the server was adhering to resi3onsible_servuig practices is notby ^itself Tiroof pr dispropf of

7 negligence or recklessness,

8 51315. Privileees

9 1. Refusal to serve. A licensee is not liable for damages resultine from a eood faith

10 refusal to serve adult use cannabis or edible adult usecannabis r»roducts to any individual

11 who;

12 A. Fails to show proper identification of aee;

13 B, Reasonably appears to be a minor; or

14 C, Is refused service in a good faith effort to prevent the individual from becoming
15 visibly intoxicated,

16 2. Holdine identification documents. A licensee is not liable for retaining
17 identification documents presented to the licensee as proof of theindiyidual'sage for the
18 purpose ofreceiving adult use cannabis or edible adult use cannabis products, as long as;

19 A, Retention is for a reasonable length of time in a eood faith effort to determine
20 whether the individual is of legal aee;and

21 B. The licensee informs the individual why the licensee is retainingJLhe identificatipn
22 documents,

23 3. Other defenses not limited. This section does not limit alicensee's right to assert
24 any other defense provided by law,

25 4. Failure to exercise privileees. A licensee may not be held liable under this Act for
26 failing.tQ exercise any orivileee orovided in this section, This section^ does not nrQvide
27 immunity from liability under sections 1305 and 1306.

28 §1316. Insurance records

29 1. Superintendent shall keep records. The Superintendent of Insurance shall collect

3 0 and maintain records on the followine statistics concemine cannabis liability insurance in
31 this State:

32 A, The number and names of companies writing cannabis liability insurance, either as

33 a_seoarate line or in a large policy;

34 B. The number and dollar amount of premiums collected for cannabis liability
3 5 insurance policies; and

36 C, The number and dQllaLa^^^^

37 insurance,

38 2. Superintendent shall make records available. The Superintendent of Insurance
39 shall make available to the Legislature the information collected and maintained under

40 subsection 1,
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1 Sec. 23. 28-B MRSA §1501, sub-§2, ^[A, as enacted by PL 2017, c, 409, Pt, A, §6
2 and amended by PL 2021,c. 669, §5, is further amended to read;

3 A. A person 21 years of age or older may consume cannabis or cannabis products only

4 if that person is;

5 (1) In a private residence, including curtilage; of

6 (2) On private property, not generally accessible by the public, and the person is
7 explicitly permitted to consume cannabis or cannabis products on the property by

8 the owner of the propertVT; or

9 f3) Within the area designated for use as a cannabis consumtition lounge on the

10 premises of a licensed cannabis store issued a cannabis consumption lounge
11 endorsement under section 1201 and operating pursuant to the provisions for

12 cannabis consumtition lounees in chapter 1,

13 Sec. 24. Office of Cannabis Policy to develop and implement public service
14 campaign related to on-premises consumption of cannabis. The Department of
15 Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Cannabis Policy shall develop and
16 implement a public service campaign related to on-premises consumption ofcannabis. The
17 office may work with relevant stakeholders, including the Cannabis Safe-serve Education

18 Advisory Committee under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 28-B, section 1208, members

19 of law enforcement, public health officials and those familiar with similar campaigns
20 related to on-premises alcohol consumption,

21 See. 25. Appropriations and allocations. The following appropriations and
22 allocations are made,

23 ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF

24 Adult Use Cannabis Public Health and Safety and Municipal Opt-in Fund Z263

25 Initiative; Provides a one-time allocation for a public service campaign related to on-

26 premises consumption ofcannabis.

27 OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2025-26 2026-27
28 AllOther $0 $250,000
29
30 OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0 $250,000

31 Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund Z264

32 Initiative; Provides a one-time allocation for the development costs of adding consumption

33 lounge endorsement to the licensing system,

34 OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 2025-26 2026-27
35 AllOther $0 $12,400
36
37 OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL $0 $12,400

38

3 9 ADMINISTRATIVE AND FmANCIAL
40 SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
41 DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2025-26 2026-27
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1
2 OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $0 $262,400
3
4 DEPARTMENT TOTAL-ALL FUNDS $0 $262,400

5 See. 26. Effective date. Except for that section of this Act that makes appropriations
6 and allocations, this Act takes effect January 1,2028,'

7 Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section

8 number to read consecutively,

9 SUMMARY

10 This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title, The amendment authorizes,

11 beginning January 1, 2028, the operation ofcannabis consumption lounges on the premises
12 of a licensed cannabis store that has received an endorsement to operate a cannabis

13 consumption lounge from the Office of Cannabis Policy within the Department of
14 Administrative and Financial Services, The amendment does the following,

15 1, It defines "cannabis consumption lounge" and "cannabis consumption lounge
16 endorsement" within the Cannabis Legalization Act.

17 2, It authorizes a municipality to adopt an ordinance providing endorsement
18 requirements applicable to cannabis consumption lounges, in the same manner as for

19 cannabis establishments.

20 3, It establishes a process for local authorization of cannabis consumption lounges

21 within municipalities or within towns, plantations and townships in the unorganized and
22 deorganized areas in the same manner as for cannabis establishments.

23 4, It establishes the requirements for the operation of a cannabis consumption lounge,

24 including certain prohibited activities and additional requirements if smoking is permitted
25 at the cannabis consumption lounge,

26 5, It establishes the requirements for endorsement from the office,

27 6, It establishes a required cannabis server education course for employees directly

28 involved in retail sales for and management of cannabis consumption lounges,

29 7, It establishes the Maine Cannabis Liability Act modeled on the Maine Liquor
30 Liability Act,

31 8, It directs the office to design and implement a public service campaign related to on-

32 premises consumption of cannabis,

33 9. It makes other necessary changes to the Cannabis Legalization Act and smoking

34 provisions in law,

35 FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED

36 (See attached)
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An Act to Allow Consumption of Adult Use Cannabis in Locally Approved Hospitality Lounges

Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment "/^
Committee: Veterans and Legal Affairs ^

Fiscal Note Required: Yes

Fiscal Note

Projections Projections

FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 FY 2027-28 FY 2028-29
Appropriations/Allocations

Other Special Revenue Funds $0 $262,400 $0 $0

Fiscal Detail and Notes

This bill, effective January 1, 2028, authorizes the Office ofCannabis Policy (OCP) within the Department of

Administrative and Financial Services to issue an endorsement allowing licensed cannabis stores meeting certain

criteria to operate a cannabis consumption lounge. The bill establishes an application fee of $250 and an endorsement
fee not to exceed $2,500 for a cannabis consumption lounge endorsement, These fees are deposited into the Adult Use

Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund (AUCRCF).

The bill includes a one-time Other Special Revenue Funds allocation of $12,400 to OCP in fiscal year 2026-27 for the

cost of updating the licensing system to accommodate the new endorsement, The bill also includes a one-time Other

Special Revenue Funds allocation of $250,000 in fiscal year 2026-27 for the development and implementation of a

public service campaign regarding on-premises cannabis consumption.

Application, endorsement and training fees associated with the issuance of cannabis consumption lounge
endorsements and cannabis server education courses will result in increased Other Special Revenue Funds revenue to

the Office ofCannabis Policy, Because the number of licensed cannabis stores that will seek the endorsement and

meet the qualifying criteria, as well as the number of individuals required to obtain a cannabis server education

certificate, cannot be determined at this time, the amount of additional revenue cannot be estimated.
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