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1..D. 1297
Date:55)25 (Filing No. $-42. )

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate,

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
132ND LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ¢ A’ ? to S.P. 527, L.D, 1297, “Resolve, to Establish
the Committee to Study the Use of Sunflower Crops to Produce Biofuels”

Amend the resolve by striking out the title and substituting the following:

'Resolve, to Establish the Committee to Study the Use of Sunflower Crops to Produce
Biofuels and Other Products'

Amend the resolve by inserting after the title the following:

'Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, the Legislature finds it is important to explore the feasibility of new
opportunities for agricultural producers in Maine, to enhance on-farm efficiencies and to
expand new matkets while contributing to the growth of rural economies in Maine; and

Whereas, this legislation establishes the Committee to Study the Use of Sunflower
Crops to Produce Biofuels and Other Products; and

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect before the expiration of the 90-day
period to allow the Committee to Study the Use of Sunflowetr Crops to Produce Biofuels
and Other Products to conduct its work as soon as possible so that it may report back to the
Legislature by December 3, 2025; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within
the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore, be it'

Amend the resolve in section | in the 2nd line (page 1, line 2 in L.D.) by inserting after
the following: "Biofuels" the following;: 'and Other Products’

Amend the resolve by striking out all of section 2 (page 1, lines 4 to 27 in L.D.) and
inserting the following;:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “ /L * to S.P. 527, L.D. 1297 (' S ‘1%

‘Sec. 2. Committee membership., Resolved: That, notwithstanding Joint Rule
353, the committee consists of 9 members appointed as follows:

1. Two members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate, including a
member fiom each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature,
one member who serves on the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and
Technology and one member who represents Aroostook County;

2, Two members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the
House, one member who serves on the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry and one member who represents Aroostook County;

3. One member who serves on the Maine Potato Board, appointed by the President of
the Senate;

4. One member representing the Maine Energy Marketers Association, appointed by
the President of the Senate;

5. One member representing the University of Maine at Presque Isle, appointed by the
Speaker of the House; and

6. Two members representing renewable energy companies in the State, appointed by
the Speaker of the House.'

Amend the resolve in section 5 in the 2nd line (page 1, line 39 in L.D.) by inserting
after the following: "biofuels” the following: ', food-grade oil and livestock feed'
Amend the tesolve by adding before the summary the following:

'Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation
takes effect when approved.'

Amend the resolve by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or
section number to read consecutively,

SUMMARY

This amendment renames the study committee established in the resolve the
Committee to Study the Use of Sunflower Crops to Produce Biofuels and Other Products,
The amendment revises the membership of the committee. The amendment directs the
committee to study the feasibility of using the State's sunflower crops to produce food-
grade oil and livestock feed in addition to biofuels as proposed in the resolve. The
amendment adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause to the resolve.

FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
(See attached)
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Resolve, to Establish the Committee to Study the Use of Sunflower Crops to Produce Biofuels

Fiscal Note for Bill as Amended by Committee Amendment 'ﬂ" (5 b,é)
Committee: Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Fiscal Note Required: Yes
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Fiscal Note
Legislative Cost/Study

islative Cost/Study

The general operating expenses of this study are projected to be $3,050 in fiscal year 2025-26. The Legislature’s
proposed budget for the 2026-2027 biennium includes $22,196 in each of fiscal years 2025-26 and 2026-27 for the
costs of legislative studies, as well as $8,265 in projected balances from fiscal year 2024-25 and $33,073 of balances
carried over from prior years for this purpose. Whether these amounts are sufficient to fund all studies will depend on
the number of studies authorized by the Legislative Council and the Legislature. The additional costs of providing
staffing assistance to the study during the interim can be absorbed utilizing existing budgeted staff resources,

al Detail and Notes

Additional costs to the University of Maine System for a representative of the University of Maine at Presque Isle to
serve on the committee can be absorbed within existing budgeted resources.
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