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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §611 is enacted to read:
3 §611.  Dates for absentee voting
4 No later than January 31st of each year, the Secretary of State shall establish the dates 
5 by which all municipalities shall begin issuing and accepting absentee ballots for each 
6 regular election for state offices and federal offices occurring in the election year.  The 
7 dates established by the Secretary of State may not be less than 30 days before the election 
8 for which the absentee ballot is issued. This section does not apply to a uniformed service 
9 voter or an overseas voter who requests an absentee ballot under subchapter 4, article 2.

10 Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §752-B, sub-§1, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 273, §12, is 
11 amended to read:
12 A.  "Absentee voting period" means the time period beginning on the first date 
13 established by the Secretary of State under section 611 that absentee ballots are issued 
14 by the municipality and ending at 8 p.m. on election day.

15 SUMMARY
16 This bill requires the Secretary of State to establish by January 31st annually the dates 
17 by which all municipalities must begin issuing and accepting absentee ballots for each 
18 regular election for state offices and federal offices occurring in the election year.  The bill 
19 also amends the definition of "absentee voting period" to reflect the Secretary of State's 
20 responsibility to establish dates for the furnishing and acceptance of absentee ballots.
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