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Date: 4--8 -/ i 
L.D. 1581 

(Filing No. H-8Ifo) 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House. 

STATE OF MAINE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

126TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

HOUSE AMENDMENT "A-" to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 1152, 
L.D. 1581, Bill, "An Act To Increase Access to Quality Child Care" 

Amend the amendment by striking out all of the 2nd indented paragraph and 
paragraphs C, D and E (page 1, lines 13 and 17 in amendment) and inserting the 
following: 

'Amend the bill in section 1 by striking out all of subsection 3 (page 1, lines 4 to 26 in 
L.D.) and inserting the following: 

'3. Quality differential. To the extent permitted by federal law, the department shall 
pay a differential rate for child care services that meet or that make substantial progress 
toward meeting nationally recognized quality standards, such as those standards required 
by the Head Start program or required for accreditation by the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children, and shall do so from the Child Care Development Fund 
25% Quality Set-aside funds or by other acceptable federal practices. Rules adopted 
pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter H-A 2-A. The rules must limit payment of the differential for substantial 
progress to a period of one year establish a 4-step child care quality rating system and 
must provide for graduated quality differential rates for step 2, step 3 and step 4 child 
care services. The rules must provide differential rates for substantial prolrress and must 
define substantial progress as: 

l\. Having submitted program descriptions and awaiting a scheduled visit from an 
accrediting body approved by the department; or 

B. For family child care, having submitted a portfolio for a child development 
associate and awaiting a scheduled observation. 

Nothing in this subsection requires the department to pay a quality differential rate for 
child care services provided through the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families block 
grant.' , 

SUMMARY 

This amendment amends Committee Amendment "A" to remove the requirement that 
the Department of Health and Human Services adopt rules to implement a differential 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT "j" to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to H.P. 1152, L.D. 1581 

rate for child care services as specified in the bill. This amendment also removes the 
specific quality differential rates for step 2, step 3 and step 4 child care services as 
specified in the committee amendment and instead requires the rules to provide for 
graduated quality differential rates for step 2, step 3 and step 4 child care services. Like 
the bill, this amendment removes the requirement that the rules limit payment of the 
differential for substantial prgg.t:t:ss to a pe99d of one year. 

SPONSORED BY: F('-/ ./VL~I'LVV(.....-'" ~u \./ 

(Representative SAN 

TOWN: Chelsea 
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