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124th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST PJ:GULAR SESSION=2009 

Legislative Document No. 208 

H.P.173 HOllse of Representatives, January 21, 2009 

An Act To Require a Municipality That Abuts a Body of Water To 
Contribute to the Cost of Upkeep of Municipally Owned Dams on 
That Body of Water 

Reference to the Committee on Natural Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative JONES of Mount Vernon. 
Cosponsored by Senator BRYANT of Oxford and 

'17/~ /h. 7lltl£~{ 
MILLICENT M. MacFARLAND 

Clerk 

Representatives: DUCHESNE of Hudson, GILBERT of Jay, PERCY of Phippsburg, PIEH of 
Bremen, Senator: NUTTING of Androscoggin. 
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Mandate preamble. This measure requires one or more local units of government 
to expand or modify activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures from local 
revenues but does not provide funding for at least 90% of those expenditures. Pursuant to 
the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 21, 2/3 of all of the members elected to 
each House have determined it necessary to enact this measure. 

6 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

7 Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §841-A is enacted to read: 

8 §841-A. Municipally owned dams; apportionment of maintenance and repair costs 

9 Costs of maintenance and repair for a municipally owned dam must be apportioned 
10 pro rata between the municipality that owns the dam and a municipality or municipalities 
11 in which an impoundment from that dam is located. The pro rata share must be based on 
12 the respective linear feet of shoreline on the water impounded by the dam within each 
13 municipality or in accordance with a method set forth in an interlocal agreement entered 
14 into by the municipalities pursuant to Title 30-A, section 2203. 

15 SUMMARY 

16 This bill requires the apportionment of maintenance and repair costs for municipally 
17 owned dams between the municipality that owns the dam and all municipalities that abut 
18 the body of water contained by the dam. 
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