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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 5§ MRSA §12004-G, sub-§3-A, as amended by PL 2001, c.
421, Pt. B, §1 and affected by Pt. C, §1, is further amended to
read:

3-A. Pull Events Expenses 7 MRSA
Agriculture Commission Only §75-A
So8

Sec.2. TMRSA c. 3, as amended, is repealed.
Sec.3. 7TMRSA ¢c. 4 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 4
AGRI FAIR IN
§81. Definitions

As used i this chapter, unless the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

to, the following:
A. The awarding of premiums for livestock competitions:

B. The display of and awarding of premiums for
h icultural pr ;_an

« Th i n r ion of ricultural iviti

3. Animal, "Animal" means an animal entered in an event.

4 Even "Event'" mean a i i m ition or
1i k hibition.
Fair Fun “"Fair Fund" means the £ lished in
section 85.
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r
n
r
a
Li k "Li k" mean l in
mem f th nu; it wi
9. Poultry. "Poultry" means domesticated fowl and

domesticated waterfowl.,

11, Prohibite . "Prohibi nce" m .

A, A ‘ggimglang. depressant, tranquilizer or local
anesthetic that could affect the conduct, actions.
endurance, strength, speed, performance, appearance _ or

ion of an

BB

B. An u n ha h mmissioner thr h rulemakin
in accordancé with section 96, subsection 6 determines could
affect the conduct, actions, endurance, strength, speed,

rforman : bearan r di ition of nimal;

. A dru regardl f how harmles r inn hat

interferes with the detection of any other prohibited
substance: or.
D. A m 1i r rivativ £ rohibi nce.

12, ipen "Stipend" mean n n istri from th

14, Trainer. "Trainer" means a person who has the

an animal, including, but not limited to, any person who signs an
entry blank for an event.
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Mak i i i from th ipend Fun n Fair
Fund in r with thi h r.

A ri n, Th mmissioner m on and
xamin n h fficer or dir r of an nti holdin
fair license or any person whose testimony the commigsioner
considers necessary in the proper discharge of the commissioner's

i nder hi chapter, The commissioner may require
witnesses to offer for examination books or records in their
custody or control that the commissioner considers necessary for

forman f th mmissi r' i

not entitled to a stipend unless the licensee completes and
r rn lanks i in cordan with ction 2. Neglect or
h r £ li r he r irement
r i £fi n for withholdi hat

Rul i Th mmissioner hall rul
establish procedures for licensing and awarding dates _for
i ral fair n rforman n r 1 in
agricultural fairs. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection
re r in chnical rul as defin in Title 5 h r 375

subchapter 2-A.

A rson r entit i n ligibl r iv ipend
unless that person
rtmen hold an ricultural fair
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1 i fai T mm3i
£ which anm icul 1 fair 1i . ffecti . 3
witl les ad 3 t | ti 82 1 L 5. No laf
) M 15¢t) ¢l lend ¥ 1 T .
each 3-year license period, the commissioner shall announce the
assignment of fair dates and issuance of licenses.

2. R in A 1i m ition
the commissioner for a change in the fair dates assigned under
this section. The petition must be received a minimum of 90 days

rior e licen 's fir ign fair for th r.
Upon r i h ition h mmission h r ider

the dates assigned, following the same procedure by which the
within 30 calendar days.

3 llation o ion in fair A licen
n

r
shall notify the commissioner of a cancellation or any proposed
£

cr in the n r £ i Thi ifi ion m

be made a minimum of 60 days prior to the first fair day assigned

licen for iven
85. Fair F
The Tr rer £ hall lish the Fair F n

shall annually credit a sum of money equal to 5% of the total

amoun ign s har in rdan with Titl
secti 2 h Fair Fund. Th mmissioner h mak

Page 4-LR3053(1)
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ipen r ion i Distri i r

B. Has improved its racing facilities: and

H me h ndar for facili improvements set b
the commissioner for that licensee.

A 1i h mp1 i wi impr n ndar

proportion to the sums expen for i licen in
that year for reimbursement to each licensee that;

A D not n ari-m l racing: an

B. H me h ndar for facili improvements b

h mmissioner for th icen

A licensee that has not complied with the improvement standards

set by the commissioner for a given year is not eligible for a
reimbursemen nder thi ion for th r.
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u tion are limi h for;
A, Liv k an ultr
B. V tabl rain frui nd flow :
. Produc rived from liv k:
D. Home-cann home-cook n me - :
E. ran nd farm exhibits;
F B ' an irls' cl xhibits:

G. Mechanical arts exhibits:

H. Dom ic and fan rticl by in the home;

I, Pulling contests for equines and oxen: and
J. Pulling contests for farm tractors and pickup trucks.

A. The licensee holds a license that is valid for the year
for which the stipend is calculated:;

Page 6-LR3053(1)
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r r rl ispl in an r i manner
n th r rin h ir h T hibi
re repr i £ th x in n in which
ir i h h f i
1 h mmissioner:
The health £ m i n hown or hibi
h r he h T rem h
mm n r with 1 nd r

E, The minimum premiums established in subsection 7 are paid.
7. Minimum premiums required. To be eligible to receive a

ipen licensee must:

A, n receivin n initial licens nd a minimum of

$750 per year on premiums for 3 years for displays of
agricultural products, excluding premiums for equine and ox
113 n nd farm tr Y an ick ruck pullin

n S2 n

B. Upon fulfilling the regqguirement under paragraph A,

minj f ium rly for
1 ricul 1 X i remi r
in nd o ullin n nd farm tr r an icku
T lin n .
i 11 istribution from ipen F . A
licen m n cei i from th ipend Fun reater
han n rai n n licen on
r r in th 1 rovi ion
m n r iv nd in
X f $1 XC h h limi ion n iy t
n itional ipen rovi for Ti ion 287 or to
fun igtri from the Fair Fun r the Agricultural Fair
rt Fund in r with ion 91.
7. Li ineligible for ipen:
1 Di i ion of profi rim A 1cen e
. . 3 . with
§;ggkholgg rs or member § and the commissioner Qgggrm;;gg that the
rimar r £ licen nti i he distri ion of
rofi its mem by ockhol

Page 7-LR3053(1)
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aid licen .« _When in j i rmin
licen h iol hi h n h
iny i ion i id from th h w herwi have

been paid to that licensee. a icensee against which the
complaint is made receives its ai Q by §pgg;§1 enactment, then the
expense of the investigation is paid from the appropriation for

Licen holdi ri 1l racin
In ition her r iremen rovi in this ch r
a_licensee that holds pari-mutuel racing meets must put on an
ricultural fair rin ne racing m h r ligibl
to r i i Exhibi m k in an r i
display for a mlnxmgm of 3 consecutive days during the meet, The
al premi for th xhibi m n n 1

Page 8-LR3053(1)
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r gr r than th remi id for llin n he

fair and race meet, and not less than 25% of the premiums paid
for harness horse races conducted during the annual fair.
Th n in f ri-mu 1 i n_enti licensed
h Harn Racin mmission in r with Titl
h r 1l is n for withholdi h nti ' ipen
§90. Annual reports
1 Ann T r N han D r £ th by

C. Additional information requested by the commissioner
relative to the character of displays and the conduct of
exhibitions.

Th licen hall mi h requir information on bilanks
rni mmissioner. n j fter examination
£ m if isgi fi mission
x mpl i n with ion
86, the commigsioner shall issue the certificate required under
section 88.

Tr rer follows:

A. Thirty-four percent of these funds must be distributed to
all commercial tracks as defined in Title 8, section 275-A
and to all fair licensees that during the previous year were
licensed to and did accept pari-mutuel wagers on harness

hor r ._These funds istr in the manner

prescribed in Title 8, section 298: and

Page 9-LR3053(1)
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nl for h ri m_n r
mmencemen h i i £ r
termination of the fair. A__constable appointed under this
ion h h wers an i n 1 Titl
30-A ion 2673.
Pr r m n
An ricul j m
n rsonal, T n i f i r m
for i i !
for i m r iv r £f pr r f
h i h m r
treasurer using this authority to manage property shall give
bond o th r e f the i for safek in nd the

faithful discharge of the treasurer's duties.

4 En f : lien on imal r articl

1. Payment of entry fee. A person who enters an animal or
article in a competition for premiums offered by a licensee must

h ntr f i r wi h
regqulati f the licen lon he r r lation

are not in conflict with the laws of the State or rules adopted
in_accordance with the laws of the State.

2, Lien for failure to pay. When an entry fee is not paid

as r ired under ion 1 lien i o n_an animal
or article to secure payment with costs, The lien may be
enforced by a civil action against the person owning the animal
or article, or the person entering the animal or article in the
competition, Alternatively., the lien may be enforced in the same
manner as liens on goods in possession,

Page 10-LR3053(1)
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C
m

laint.
in he 1i

H 1IN,

A forfeitur

n

under this section

X in even

1, Prohibition on administration of prohibited substance. A
person may not feed, inject, insert or otherwise administer or

r

r m

n

r
r

r

r

to administer a prohibited substance to an animal,
2, Prohibited use or exhibition of drugged animal. A

r

instr
nyone wh

u in an even

n

ir
i

nimal

wi

h

r

h

her
mpts

en

administered a prohibited substance. The commissioner may require

n

1

rin

n

b3

ibited

r i m i i n n
to perform duties under this section that are not prohibited by
r igi f law T xami ion m in ical
i r bl r her r h
h i inarian nsi n r rr h
r hi i The licen rinarian m xamine
n anim r in an event i h nimal i n roun £
h v h icen rinarian m xXamin n imal
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withdrawn by the owner or trainer of the animal within 24 hours

rior n nt for which imal h n r

i
s
=4

6. Al ri £ r to make rules. The
commissioner may adopt rules relating to the administration of
h £ r
n r r r £ hi ion R
r i ion i hnjcal r

as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A,

know b h n 0
r lation i i rainer i
reven from rformi h r j
responsibility for an animal under this subsection, by illness or
her r i nt_ from th W n im nder
the trainer's care is entered and stabled, the trainer
immediately shall notify the secretary or general manager of the
event. At the time of notification, the trainer shall specify a
substitute trainer and the substitute trainer gshall place the
substitute trainer's name on the entry blank, The substitute
trainer has the same regponsibilities as the trainer concerning
the condition of an animal jin that trainer's care.

8. Administrative hearing: suspension. In lieu of a ¢ivil
actio under subsection 9, the commissioner may _institute an

section, If the commissioner institutes an administrative
roc in h mmissioner shall gi noti n n rtuni
for h in nder Ti h r 7 h r 4 n

Page 12-LR3053(1)
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ivi . w . . . ion of
hi ion h mmigssioner sh immedi 1 rohibi hat
person from competing in an event within the State. This
prohibition remains in effect for 30 days or until the
ommlgglong*_§ deglglgn following the hggg;gg is gggg ived,

which fir bid rohi n ri i
xten n 1 f the h i r

in whom the violation i 11

I h rson in whom th iolation i n
request a hearing or if, after a hearing, the commigsioner finds
rson h mm i h iolati igsi r shall
rohibi h rson from com ing in an nt within th
for ri £ 2 r n hal 1 h nimal from
m ing in an nt within i £ r
ivil violati A rson wh iol ion 1, 2
r 4 mmai ivil violation for which the following m e
adjudged:
A. For the first wviolation fi fn les han $100
nor mor han : or
B. For 2n r nt violation fin f n less
han nor mor han §$1
Fines ] nder this ion must b eposited in the

General Fund,

1 ion When violation i judi e nder
mmissioner hall immedi 1 n he
person adjudicated to have committed the wviolation from
rtici ing in events for eri £ 2 by nd shall al
xcl h nimal invol from m ing in an vent for a
riod of on r An ion he commissioner s n an
judi ion under thi ion i utomati n here is no
right to a hearin for h mmissioner on the s nsion. A

nimal th m rin ri £ nsion or prohibition
mmi n itional violation of thi ion.

11. Forfeiture. Th wner of an animal found have
dmini r rohibited n in violation of this sectiogn
forfei 11 prize mon n n hi ri n nd ints won
at an event by the affected gnlmgl, he prize money and
rophi ribbon nd in m redistribute b the
r r r neral manager of th vent in rdan with its

rules or bylaws.

Page 13-LR3053(1)
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n rohibi h inistration to an animal of r £
which i x ir for r men £ illn r ndition
nrel h rforman £ th nimal in an An
animal in an event that receives a medication that contains a
prohibited substance is not eligible for the event, unless the
followi x iremen hav n m n he f r
submi ment in writin

nl licen rinarian or rainer in r
the direction of a llcgnggd vg;grlnarlgg ay administer
medj ion. Th rainer m ini r m h
dir ion of licensed _veterinarian if h icen

rinarian h by nsibili f makin ical
judgments regqgarding the health of the animal, has sufficient
knowl f th nimal mak ner r preliminar

nosi f th nimal and i il vailabl re for
h nimal in the even f an r r ign medi ion

he failur f a trainer her her regimen,
D. The n ren n m inigtration £

medication must be identifi

E. The statement must inciude the date and time of the

administration of medi ion.

F. Th nimal m identifi n ex lor
and entry number.

G. Mtaterwwww

admin erin he medi ion.

H. The statement m igned b h rson inisterin
the medication.

I. Th s emen m b filed with h r r r
general manager of the event within one hour after the
administration of medication or one hour after the retar
general manager of the event return to duty, if the
administration is at ime other than rin vent h .

Page 14-LR3053(1)
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I n man X

I mical analysi £ k r n ion

hi i h n m he i rmati ) in th

r hor nd when those sales are held or conducted on the
premises of a racing association under the jurisdiction of, and
with the authorization and approval of, the State Harness Racing
Commission.

A in hi ion "r "  mean liv horse
including a stallion, mare, gelding., ridgeling., colt or f£filly,
h . 1igibl . . . ] . ! in thi
wher ri-m 1l racin is rmi nder h rul

Harn Raci mmission j ion
n X T r rtici ing i n ver

this chapter.
7. Pullin n n imal

rmi r i A r r entj m n nsor
public or private pulling event between animals or pairs of
animals within the State without a permit from the commissigner
issued in accordance with this secgtion and rules adopted pursuant
to this section.

2, Application. A p n r nti hall mak an
application for a permit in writing to the commissiomer at least

Page 15-LR3053(1)
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charge a seasonal permit fee of $75 to a person or entity that
o . . . . . .
covers _all pulls conducted by that entity for the year in which
h rmit is i All r ri i
m i i n in

A.  All rs wh r in h

time.

B. Check weighing must be allowed prior to the official
weigh-in, All weighing must be done in the forenoon if

i T m n r Hor i
must have on shoes.

cC. Measuring must be in a straight line to the nearest

in n _th ine~-to-1i m in llow Th
fron £ th m h lin for rni T

h
get the full-line measure, the @rag must be turned more than
m

1/2 w or th ack of th r ver the line,

D Team m hooke h T 11 imes.

E An tual separation reakin r ing of ipmen

reakdow. reaki W k h
1 l1ed : ! ! ] . . 3 11
Qver. Only one breakdown is allowed.

F. Time limits are a maximum of 5 minutes. Time starts

when h r i m . Th im limi hook n_in

distance pulls is 3 minutes.

G. On horses, the very 1light use of the reins on the
hindquarters only is allowed and over and under is not
allowed. Whips, brads or goads are not allowed. Reins may

n 1 1 rical or el roni i re not
llowed. Open bridles are n allowed. Ponies may not be

struck except in a sweepstakes, when they may be struck with

or r en hand.

Page 16-LR3053(1)
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J All rticipan u r 1 r Pr r
n m 1l tim An rticipan nder
inf f from h

n . T m b de t rmine intoxi ion. The

drinking of intoxicating beverages by participants in and

roun he ring i rohibi

s
[~
E]

K Th rson or entity sponsorin he event decides the

splitting of teams.
L. Heading of horses or oxen is not allowed. One inch

1 nsti hitch. in ver the rail unts

as a hitch and 5 minutes are allowed for hitching,. Three

m m made within th ri Tim ken t

position the drag for the next pull may not be counted,
Teamsters may not be changed after the first load is

pulled. A _team deliberately driven over the rail is
disqualified from the contest. In case of a tie on the
longest distance, the 2nd-longest distances already pulled
will take first place. Persons acting as eveners shall

remain guiet after hitching on. This paragraph does not
apply to di nce 1ls.

M. There may not be heading of horses after a pull starts
unless there is a mix-up, snarl or breakdown,

N. A substantial barrier must be maintained at the end of

the ring toward which the pull is proceeding to prevent or

substantially impede runaways. A teamster losing control of
the team is digqualified immediately.

Page 17-LR3053(1)
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0] There is 1 nds’' ler raf rs _an en

P. An animal that is thin or dehydrated, shows open sores
r i i i 1ifi
B r i llow 131 h wner hall
r rtifi n n
of $300,000.
5, Rules. The commissioner may, with the advice of the
Pull Even mmissi r r h
ur n hi ction r r in hnical rules
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
mmissi
Th Pull Even mmission authoriz Titl 5
section 12004-G, subsection 3-A, is established in accordance
with this section.
1. Membership. The Pull Events Commisgion consigts of 9
members:
A, Tw member in wi iation

representing owners of draft horses and oxen who participate
in pulling events:

B. n member oin b n ociation representin
owners of oxen who participate in pulling events:

C. One member appointed by an association representing
wner £ i wh rticipa in 1llin vents:

D. One fair superintendent appointed by a state association
of agricultural fairs:

E. Qne representative appointed by state humane

organization

F. One member, appointed by the commissioner, representing
h neral lic:

G. One member in by the commissioner, representin
the animal pulling industry:; and

H. One member appointed by the Animal Welfare Advisory
Council.

Page 18-LR3053(1)
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The commission shall meet a minimum of twice annually. The

agricultural fair coordinator from the department shall serve as
r by he Pull Even igssion

« T : i A intmen h Pull Even
Commission must be for terms of 2 years, The appeinting
authority may remove a commission member for cause, which
includes poor attendance, The chair shall make recommendations
to the appointing authority concerning a removal.,

4. Rulemaking, The Pull Events Commission shall adopt rulesg
establishing the qualifications and procedure for the
certification of pull superintendents and assistant pull
superintendents and guidelines for dealing with violations of

ion n he r nder thi ion Rul

rsuan his ion are r in hnical rul

fin in Title 5 hapter 37 ubch r 2-A.

5. r i The Pull Even mmission shall:

A. Periodicall review th r for 11 a
ntai in ion 97 ion 4 and r mmen h

L r h H

B. Giv vi nd r mmen ion h mmissioner on

r r h mmission considers n ry: an

C. Coordinate, develop and conduct pull superintendent
training seminars.

§99. Pull superintendent

1. A in n Each rson or enti n ing a 11lin
event shall appoint a pull superintendent who is certified by the
commissioner as gualified in accordance with rules adopted under
section 98. The name of the pull superintendent must be
submi _in njunction with th plication for a permit to
conduct each event. Only a person listed on the application as a

11 rintenden i n 11 uperinten ma

officiate.

2. R riction n officiating. A 11 intendent ma

not officiate as pull superintendent for a class in a pulling
event in which that pull superintendent is participating as a

m itor. An i n 11 rinten m n ficiate

as pull superintendent for a class in a pulling event in which

Page 19-LR3053(1)
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h i n 11 ri nden i ici in

Violation T nr i wri nr rt
alleging that a teamster has violated the laws or rules governing
pulling events, the Pull Events Commission may after a hearing

i 1if r from rtici ion i llin n
2 Vi ion 11 rintenden r i 1
rinten nr i f wri n r r llegin hat
ull ri nden r i n 11 rinten h iol
the laws or rules governing pulling events or has failed to take
ropri ion nfor h W n r rnin
pulling events, the Pull Events Commission may after a hearing
s n r revok h rson' rtifi ion a a_pull

superintendent.

101 Violations relatin 11in ven

1l. Co ng; ng pulling event without permit. pgrsgn that

n on r nsor b11 rivat
pulling event bg;wggn animals or pairs of animals wighin the
ith rmi from th mmission mmi ivil
vi ion for which fine of n 1 han §1 nor _mor han
m | ed
n
who h n nvi f violation of Titl 7 ion 1031
or has been adjudicated to have committed a civil violation Qf
section 4Q11 within the previous 5 years may not participate
n_animal owner or handler or in an her i directl
indir 1 in ullin vent. A person wh rtici s in a
ullin vent in violation of thi u ion mm3i a civil
violation for which a fin fn les han $1 nor more than
£500 may be adjudged.
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3. Permit revocation. The commissioner may., in accordance
with Title 5, chapter 375, revoke or refuse to renew a permit to
hol 113 nt:

A, If after receiving notice from the department the
sponsor of a pulling event allows a person to participate as
an _owner or handler or in any other capacity, directly or
indirectly, in a pulling event within 5 years of that
person's being convicted of a violation of Title 17,
section 1031 or being adjudicated of a civil violation of
section 4011: or

B. When the commissioner has received written notification

from the Pull Even ission of vi i law T
rules at a pulling event conducted under a permit held by
h nsoQr,

Sec. 4. 8 MRSA §271, sub-§2, YA, as amended by PL 1993, c.
388, §4, is further amended to read:

A. The revenues to be generated, consistent with the
profitability and financial health of the licensee, for the
General Fund pursuvant to section 275-H; the purse
supplements pursuant to section 275-I; the Sire Stakes Fund
pursuant to section 281; and the Stipend Fund pursuant to
Title 7, section 62 86;

Sec. 5. 8 MRSA §271, sub-§2, JE, as enacted by PL 1985, c.
444, §2, is amended to read:

E. With respect to agricultural societies seeking licenses
to conduct harness racing meets at the time of their annual
fairs, the scheduling of agricultural fairs determined by
the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources
pursuant to Title 7, sections 65 83 and 65-A 84;

Sec. 6. 8 MRSA §287, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 528,

§46, is amended to read:

3. Payment to Stipend Fund. Nine percent of the revenue
credited to the General Fund under this section that is
attributable to amounts in excess of §$35,000,000 must be
distributed to the Stipend Fund as provided in Title 7, section

62 86.

Sec. 7. 8 MRSA §289, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 528, §46, is
amended to read:

§289. Payment to Stipend Fund share
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1. Initial distribution to Stipend Fund. The Treasurer of
State shall credit .189% of the commission on regular wagers made
to interstate commingled pools, .402% of the commission on exotic
wagers made to interstate commingled pools, 0.72% of the regular
wagers made to all other pools and 0.49% of the exotic wagers
made to all other pools to the Stipend Fund as provided in Title
7, section 62 86 and shall distribute the balance as provided in
subsection 2.

2. Extended meet account. The Treasurer of State shall
distribute the balance of the amount calculated as Stipend Fund
share as follows.

A. The first $400,000 of the total amount, regardless of
when actually collected, must be credited to the Stipend
Fund as provided in Title 7, section 62 86.

B. From the balance of the total amount in excess of
$400,000, regardless of when actually collected, 80% must be
paid and returned no later than 30 days after the end of the
calendar year to those persons, associations and
corporations that during that calendar year conducted an
extended meet purswant to a license granted by the
commission in section 271. This payment must be divided in
the proportion that the contributions of regular and exotic
wagers to pari-mutuel pools on live racing made or conducted
at the extended meets of each racing licensee during that
calendar year bear to the total contributions of regular and
exotic wagers to pari-mutuel pools on live racing made or
conducted at the extended meets of all racing 1licensees
during that calendar year.

Licensees sharing in this distribution shall use 1/2 of the
funds so received for the purpose of supplementing the purse
money.

c. The remaining 20% of the total amount in excess of
$400,000 must be credited to the Stipend Fund as provided in
Title 7, section 62 86.

Sec. 8. 8 MRSA §295, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2001, c. 567,
§5, is further amended to read:

2. Distribution. On May 30th, September 30th and within 30
days after the close of all off-track betting facilities for the
year, amounts payable under subsection 1 for distribution in
accordance with this subsection must be distributed to all
commercial tracks that have provided simulcast transmission of
live racing in the State on any date and to those agricultural
fair associations that have provided simulcast transmission of
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live racing in the State on the dates assigned by the
commissioner pursuant to Title 7, section 65 84. Distribution
must be in the proportion that the amount of exotic wagers placed
at off-track betting facilities on simulcast races from each
licensee up to the last day of the preceding month bears to the
total amount of exotic wagers at off-track betting facilities on
races simulcast from all commercial racetracks and agricultural
fair associations up to that date. The 1last payment of the
calendar year must be adjusted to reflect each licensee's exotic
wagers in proportion to the total of the exotic wagers at
off-track betting facilities in that calendar year.

Sec. 9. 8 MRSA §298, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 687,
Pt. A, §3 and affected by Pt. B, §11, is amended to read:

2. Distribution. On May 30th, September 30th and January
30th of each year, all amounts credited to the fund established
by this section as of the last day of the preceding month and not
distributed before that day must be distributed to each
commercial track, as defined in section 275-A, subsection 1, and
to each agricultural fair association that during the preceding
trimester has conducted live racing with pari-mutuel wagering on
dates assigned by the commissioner pursuant to Title 7, section
66 84, with each commercial track and each agricultural fair
association receiving an amount of money determined Dby
multiplying the amount of money available for distribution times
a fraction, the numerator of which is the total number of live
race dashes conducted by the commercial track or agricultural
fair association during the preceding time period and the
denominator of which is the total number of race dashes conducted
by all commercial tracks and agricultural fair associations
during that time period. The payment in January must be adjusted
so that for the prior 3 time periods each commercial track or
agricultural fair association entitled to a distribution receives
that fraction of the total money distributed over the full year
from the fund established by this section, the amount determined
by multiplying the total amount of money by a fraction, the
numerator of which is the number of 1live race dashes conducted by
the commercial track or agricultural fair association during the
calendar year that qualify for a distribution and the denominator
of which is the total number of race dashes conducted during that
calendar year by all such fairs on dates assigned by the
commissioner pursuant to Title 7, section 65 84 and by all
commercial tracks during that <calendar year. The  funds
distributed pursuant to this section must be used to supplement
harness racing purses.

Sec. 10. 8 MRSA §1036, sub-§2, §D, as enacted by PL 2003, c.
687, Pt. A, §5 and affected by Pt. B, §11, is amended to read:
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D. Three percent of the total gross slot machine income
must be forwarded by the board to the Treasurer of State,
who shall credit the money to the Agricultural Fair Support
Fund established in Title 7, section 77 91;

Sec. 11. 13-B MRSA §201, sub-§3, §E, as amended by PL 1985, c.
737, Pt. A, §35, is further amended to read: .

E. County-and-leeal-agrieultural Agricultural societies, as
that term is used in Title 7, chapter 3 4;

Sec. 12. 17 MRSA §330, sub-§1-C, as enacted by PL 2001, c.
672, §1, is amended to read:

1-C. Agricultural society. "Agricultural society" or
"fair"” means a nonprofit agricultural fair society eligible for
the-state a stipend under Title 7, seetien-62 chapter 4.

Sec. 13. 17 MRSA §331, sub-§6, JA, as repealed and replaced by
PL 2001, c. 471, Pt. F, §4 and affected by §5, is amended to read:

A. Any agricultural society eligible for ¢he--state a
stipend under Title 7, seetionr-62 chapter 4, or any bona
fide, nonprofit organization that is either charitable,
educational, political, <civic, recreational, fraternal,
patriotic or religious or any auxiliary of such organization;

Sec. 14. 17 MRSA §332, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2001, c. 538,

§2, is further amended to read:

1. Organizations eligible. Notwithstanding other provisions
of law, the Chief of the State Police may issue a license to
operate a game of chance to an agricultural society eligible for
the-state a stipend under Title 7, seetieon-62 chapter 4, or to a
bona fide nonprofit charitable, educational, political, civic,
recreational, fraternal, patriotic or religious organization, or
to a volunteer fire department or to an auxiliary of any of these
organizations, any of which must be founded, chartered or
organized in this State for a period of not 1less than 2
consecutive years before applying for a license.

Sec. 15. 22 MRSA §1607, as amended by PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A,
§88, is further amended to read:

§1607. Application
This chapter does not apply to fairs licensed, exhibitiens

and---similar---events ---held --by --agriecultural---cecieties---and
asseeiationsr--pomological - societdies -eor--poultry - associations-as
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defined and regulated under Title 7, chapter 3 4, or military
activities. It shall does not apply to persons, associations,
corporations, trusts or partnerships licensed under Title 8,
chapters 11 and 19.

Sec. 16. 36 MRSA §652, sub-§1, §C, as amended by PL 2001, c.
596, Pt. B, §24 and affected by §25 and amended by PL 2003, c.
689, Pt. B, §6, is further amended to read:

c. Further conditions to the right of exemption wunder
paragraphs A and B are that:

(1) Any corporation claiming exemption under paragraph
A must be organized and conducted exclusively for
benevolent and charitable purposes:;

(2) A director, trustee, officer or employee of an
organization claiming exemption is not entitled to
receive directly or indirectly any pecuniary profit
from the operation of that organization, excepting
reasonable compensation for services in effecting its
purposes or as a proper beneficiary of its strictly
benevolent or charitable purposes;

(3) All profits derived from the operation of an
organization claiming exemption and the proceeds from
the sale of its property are devoted exclusively to the
purposes for which it is organized;

(4) The institution, organization or corporation
claiming exemption under this subsection shall file
with the tax assessors upon their request a report for
its preceding fiscal year in such detail as the tax
assessors may reasonably require;

(5) An exemption is not allowed under this subsection
in favor of an agricultural fair association holding
pari-mutuel racing meets unless it has qualified the

next preceding year as a recipient of a stipend from
the “Stipend Fund provided in Title 7, section 62 86;

(6) An exemption allowed under paragraph A or B for
real or personal property owned and occupied or used to
provide federally subsidized residential rental housing
is° limited as follows: Federally subsidized
residential rental housing placed in service prior to
September 1, 1993 by other than a nonprofit housing
corporation that is acquired on or after September 1,
1993 by a nonprofit housing corporation and the
operation of which 1is not an unrelated trade or
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business to that nonprofit housing corporation is
eligible for an exemption 1limited to 50% of the
municipal assessed value of that property.

An exemption granted under this subparagraph must be
revoked for any year in which the owner of the property
is no longer a nonprofit housing corporation or the
operation of the residential rental housing is an
unrelated trade or business to that nonprofit housing
corporation.

(a) For the purposes of this subparagraph, the
following terms have the following meanings.

(i) "Federally subsidized residential rental
housing" means residential rental housing
that 1is subsidized@ through project-based
rental assistance, operating assistance or
interest rate subsidies paid or provided by
or on behalf of an agency or department of
the Federal Government.

(ii) "Nonprofit housing corporation" means a
nonprofit corporation organized in the State
that is exempt from tax wunder Section
501(c)(3) of the Code and has among its
corporate purposes the provision of services
to people of low income or the construction,
rehabilitation, ownership or operation of

housing.

(iii) “"Residential rental housing" means one
or more buildings, together with any
facilities functionally related and

subordinate to the building or buildings,
located on one parcel of land and held in
common ownership prior to the conversion to
nonprofit status and containing 9 or more
similarly constructed residential units
offered for rental to the general public for
use on other than a transient basis, each of
which contains separate and complete
facilities for 1living, sleeping, eating,
cooking and sanitation.

(iv) "Unrelated trade or business" means any
trade or Dbusiness whose conduct is not
substantially related to the exercise or
performance by a nonprofit corporation of the
purposes or functions constituting the basis
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for exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Code.

(b) Eligibility of the following property for
exemption is not affected by the provisions of
this subparagraph:

(i) Property used as a nonprofit nursing
home, residential care facility licensed by
the Department of Health and Human Services
pursuant to Title 22, chapter 1663 or a
community 1living arrangement as defined in
Title 30-A, section 4357-A or any property
owned by a nonprofit organization licensed or
funded by the Department of Health and Human
Services to provide services to or for the
benefit of persons with mental illness or
mental retardation:

(ii) Property used for student housing;
(iii) Property used for parsonages;

(iv) Property that was owned and occupied or
used to provide residential rental housing
that qualified for exemption under paragraph
A or B prior to September 1, 1993; or

(v) Property exempt from taxation wunder
other provisions of law; and

(7) In addition to the requirements of subparagraphs
(1) to (4), an exemption is not allowed under paragraph
A or B for real or personal property owned and occupied
or used to provide residential rental housing that is
transferred or placed in service on or after September
1, 1993, unless the property is owned by a nonprofit
housing corporation and the operation of the
residential rental housing is not an unrelated trade or
business to the nonprofit housing corporation.

For the purposes of this subparagraph, the following

terms have the following meanings.

(a) "Nonprofit housing corporation" means a
nonprofit corporation organized in the State that
is exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Code and has among its corporate purposes the
provision of services to people of low income or
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the construction, rehabilitation, ownership or
operation of housing.

(b) "Residential rental housing” means one or
more buildings, together with any facilities
functionally related and subordinate to the
building or buildings, containing one or more
similarly constructed residential units offered
for rental to the general public for use on other
than a transient basis, each of which contains
separate and complete facilities for 1living,
sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

(¢) “"Unrelated trade or business'" means any trade
or business whose conduct is mnot substantially
related to the exercise or performance by a
nonprofit organization of the purposes
constituting the basis for exemption under Section
501(c)(3) of the Code.

Sec. 17. 38 MRSA §488, sub-§23, as enacted by PL 2005, c. 217,

§1, is amended to read:

23. Agricultural fair property. Development on property
that is used for one or more agricultural fairs licensed by the
Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources under Title
7, chapter 3 4 is exempt from review under this article if:

A, The property is not used for motorized vehicle racing
for more than 14 days beyond those days authorized for the
operation of the agricultural fair;

B. Motorized vehicle racing on the property is licensed by
the Department of Public Safety:

C. Use of the property beyond those days authorized for the
operation of the agricultural fair meets a noise standard
pursuant to section 484, subsection 3. The department shall
enforce the noise standard under this paragraph; and

D. The property has been identified as the location of an
agricultural fair in an agricultural fair license issued by

the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources
prior to September 15, 2006.

SUMMARY

This bill repeals the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7,
chapter 3, "County and Local Societies," and replaces it with
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chapter 4, "Agricultural Fairs and Pulling Events." It enacts
definitions and deletes provisions relating to the Maine State
Pomological Society and poultry associations. It establishes the
Fair Fund and clarifies provisions for deposit into and
distribution from the fund. It requires a fair to be licensed to
be eligible to receive a distribution from the Stipend Fund or
the Fair Fund. It removes language relating to the licensing of
exhibitions that are not agricultural fairs. It amends the
provision for requesting a change in fair dates to require a
petition to be received a minimum of 90 days prior to the first
assigned date. It allows premiums paid on pony pulling and
tractor and truck pulling to be included when determining
distribution from the Stipend Fund or the Fair Fund. It
restructures and updates other provisions regarding the licensing
of agricultural fairs and distribution of funds to the fairs. It
restructures and makes technical changes to the laws governing
animal pulling events.
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