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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §2523 is enacted to read:

252 Municipal uisition of utility street lightin
1, Municipal rights regarding 1lighting equipment. Any
municipality receiving street lighting services from a

transmigsion and distribution utility pursuant to a tariff that
provides for the use by the municipality of lighting equipment
owned by the transmigssion and distribution wutility, such as
luminaries, lamps, brackets and other equipment necessary for the
conversion of electric energy into street 1lighting service, has
the rights with respect to such lighting equipment as set forth
in this section.

These righ ly in the event that the municipali s not
establish a municipal lighting plant in accordance with Part 3.
These rights apply in the event that a municipal lighting plant
is esgtablished but ownership and control of the distribution
facilities needed to deliver electric energy to the 1lighting
equipment are held and retained by the transmission and
distribution wutility serving the municipality prior to the
establishment of the lighting plant,

2 ici ions. A municipali ubjec he
provisions of this section, wupon 60 days' notice to the
transmigssion and distribution utility and to the commission and
subject to the provisions of subsections 3 to 8, may:

A, Purchase electric energy for use in lighting equipment
wn r 1 ed by the municipalit from the ransmission

and distribution utility or any other person allowed by law
rovi lectric energy:

B U he ace on an ole, lam ost or other mountin
surface previously used by the transmigsion and distribution
utility for the mounting of the lighting equipment of the
transmission and distribution utility: and

A ir n r all f the lighting equipment of th
issi i j ) ili in the municipality in

3. Municipality shall pay compensation. Any municipality
xercisin h tion o convert i stre lightin service
pursuant to this section shall compensate the transmission and
istri ion ili for i unamortiz inv men n f an
salvage value obtained by the transmission and distribution

113 nder th ircumstances, in the lighting equipment owned
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h nsmission and distribution ili in the municipali

f th h ransmission an istri ion ili r ives
noti £ h exerci ur nt t ign 2.
In meeting this requirement, the municipglity may acquire all or
an r £ he ightin egquipm £ h ransmission and
distri i ili upon he men f h n rtize
inv n 11 1 h i ipment.
Upon h n he municipali h righ lter
remove or replace the acquired egquipment in any way the

municipality considers appropriate.

The transmission and distribution utility, or any other gwner of
a pole, lamppost or other mounting surface previously used by the
transmission and distribution utility for the mounting of the
lightipng eguipment of the transmission and distribution utility
may n h municipali an n hm £
for the placement or removal of lighting equipment on any pole,
lamppost or other mounting surface.

4. Municipality may request removal, A municipality may
request that the transmission and digtribution utility remove any
unacquired part of the lighting equipment described under
subsection 3. After the trangmission and distribution utility
h remov ny unacquir by he municipali hall pay to
the transmission and distribution utility the cost of removal
along with the unamortized investment allocable to such
unacquired part, net of any salvage value attributable to the
removed equipment.

5. Limitations on actions of transmission and distribution
utility. The transmission and distribution utility may not
reguire that maintenance to the lighting equipment acquired
pursuant to this section meet any standard that exceeds that of
state law or rule.

the 1lighting equipment meet any code or standard that exceeds
h f law or rule.

The transmission_ and distribution utility may not reguire of the
municipality any greater liability protection for the community,
including, but not limited to, hazard insurance, than the
transmission and distribution wutility itself provides to the
community.

r mission distri ion wutilit In conn ion with the
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exercise by any municipality of the option to convert its street
lighting service pursuant to this section, any person other than
the transmission and distribution wutility controlling the right
to use space on any pole, lamppost or other mounting surface
previogusly used by the transmission and distribution utility in
the municipality shall allow the municipality to assume the
rights and obligations of the transmigsion and distribution
utility with respect to the space for the unexpired term of any
1 e r her reemen under which h transmission and

distribution utility used the space.

In h ion of he rights and obligations of the
transmission and distribution wutility by a municipality, the
municj i m in no w r ri impede or prohibit universal
access to the provision of electric and other services.
7. Dispute resolution. In connection with the exercise by
munici j £ th i i lightin
rvi i ion j ncernin h
ion i h x mission an istri ion utilit
or n her matter rising i conn ion with such exercise
in in n limit t he rms on which spa is to_be
provided to the municipality in accordance with subsection 6,
m e r ived by the commission within 60 days of any request
for r lution he municipali or an rson involved in a

dispute.

8. Affiliates may compete for business. Notwithstanding

n her provisi f law, any affili f an ransmission and

distribution utility whose street lighting service is converted
by a_ municipality in accordance with the provisions of this
sectio may sqlicit and compete for the business of any
municipality for the provision of lighting eqguipment or any other

service, such as equipment maintenance, in connection with street
1i in rvice.

SUMMARY

This bill creates several rights for municipalities with
respect to public utilities and streetlights. The bill does the
following:

1. Secures the right of municipalities to purchase only
energy for street lighting from the transmission and distribution

utility;

2. Secures the right of municipalities to place municipally
owned streetlights on utility-owned poles;
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3. Secures the right of municipalities to acquire existing
utility-owned streetlights after the payment of compensation to
the utility; and

4, Sets limits on actions a transmission and distribution

utility may take 1in connection with a municipal acquisition of
lighting equipment.
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