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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec.1. 22 MRSA §1597-B is enacted to read:
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A, Money damag £ 1 injuri hologi n
i ion h i i i ion:
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Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §1598, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1993, c. 61,

§2, is further amended to read:

1. Policy. It is the public policy of the State that the
State not restrict a woman's exercise of her private decision to
terminate a pregnancy before viability except as provided in
section 1597-A. After viability an abortion may be performed
only when it is necessary to preserve the life or health of the

mother r in h £ artial-birth rtion when
permitted under section 1597-B, subsection 2. It is also the

public policy of the State that all abortions may be performed
only by a physician.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §1598, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 405,

§2, is amended to read:
‘ 4. Abortions after viability; criminal liability. A Except
a rovi in ion 1597-B person who performs an abortion

after viability is guilty of a Class D crime if:

A. He That person knowingly disregarded the viability of
the fetus; and

B. He That person knew that the abortion was not necessary
for the preservation of the life or health of the mother.

Page 2-LR3010(1)



SUMMARY

This initiated bill prohibits partial-birth abortions except
when such an abortion is necessary to save the life of the
mother., Performance of a partial-birth abortion in violation of
the provisions of this initiated bill is a Class D crime. 1In
addition, the physician performing the abortion is subject to
damages in a civil suit. The mother may not be prosecuted.
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