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Cosponsored by Senator CATHCART of Penobscot and 

tJ.~ 

Representatives: CLARK of Millinocket, DUNLAP of Old Town, HATCH of Skowhegan, 
LEMAIRE of Lewiston, McKEE of Wayne, SAXL of Portland, STANLEY of Medway, 
Senator: RAND of Cumberland. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, the State was ravaged by 2 ice storms in January of 
6 1998 and has been declared a Federal Disaster Area; and 

8 Whereas, these storms caused a tremendous amount of damage 
in municipalities across the State; and 

10 
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 

12 create an emergency wi thin the meaning of the Constitution of 
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 

14 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety: now, therefore, 

16 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

18 
Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §1513, sub~§l-I is enacted to read: 

20 
J..=.L_l'~M~f_e~frm'L-*i.:t:m~iu Day f~Ji&i§~c;.e_t2 

22 mwicipalitie~L-i~e stQm:::~elated c:;lftanUJ? Notwithstanding: 
.5J.w..L~i!:.UL..L __ Md...Ji.e.ction -1585, $4, QO~JliL in fiscal year 1997 -98 

24 mlilit. . ..b.LliSLIlU.Qlled from the §y.~U_ab.le b§l§ns;:e in the~.ine R§iny 
D§Y--.1'J,uld to tttEL11.ullitiP§l Dis §s tftr Assist§nce Program in the 

26 Department Q~L§bor tQ be made ay§ilable by financial order, upon 
.th.ELJ~CQmmendation of the State Budget Qfficer and approval of 

28 .the ___ .G...ove_rn9~_t.~1LEL_~ to assist munidp§lities_ with ice 
~-rel§ted cle§nup. 

30 
Sec. 2. Use of funds by Department of Labor. All funds 

32 transferred by this Act to the Department of Labor from the Maine 
Rainy Day Fund must be used to assist municipalities with ice 

34 storm-related cleanup. The department shall recruit and refer 
unemployed workers to municipalities to assist in the cleanup. 

36 The department shall reimburse municipalities for the wages and 
fringe benefits of the individuals employed for this purpose. 

38 
Sec. 3. Repayment to Maine Rainy Day Fund. The Department of 

40 Labor shall seek reimbursement of all funds expended pursuant to 
this Act from all available sources, including the Federal 

42 Government. The department shall deposit all funds received as 
reimbursement for funds expended pursuant to this Act, plus all 

44 unused funds received pursuant to this Act, if any, in the Maine 
Rainy Day Fund. 

46 
Emergency clause. In view of the emergency ci ted in the 

48 preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 
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SUMMARY 
2 

This bill provides assistance to municipalities for ice 
4 storm-related cleanup. It transfers $4, 000, 000 from the Maine 

Rainy Day Fund in fiscal year 1997-98 to the Department of Labor 
6 to enable the department to recruit and refer unemployed workers 

to municipalities to assist in the cleanup. The department 
8 reimburses municipalities for the wages and fringe benefits of 

the individuals employed for this purpose. The department is 
10 required to seek reimbursement of these funds from all available 

sources, including the Federal Government, and must deposit the 
12 reimbursed funds in the Maine Rainy Day Fund. 
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