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,118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. H20 

S.P.343 In Senate, February 20, 1997 

An Act to Allow the Recording of Registry Records on Optical Disks. 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator GOLDTHW AIT of Hancock. 
Cosponsored by Representative MAYO of Bath and 
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Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: DAGGETT of Kennebec, LIBBY of York, NUTTING of Androscoggin, 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 33 MRSA§651, as amended by PL 1965, c. 215 , is 
4 further amended to read: 

6 §651. Records; index 

8 The records in each registry office saa±± must be made on a 
paper of firm texture, well sized and finished, the principal 

10 ingredient of which is linen. The registers shall make an 
alphabetical index to the records without charge to the county, 

12 in the form known as ledger index, so that the same surnames 
saal-l--ee are recorded together in each column of index, or in, 

14 lieu of sblsa ~ book shall make a sui table card index. All 
indexes made under this section saa±± ~ show in addition to 

16 the names of the parties and the nature of the instrument, the 
date of the instrument, the date of its record and the name of 

18 the city, town or unincorporated place where the land conveyed is 
situated. As ·often as every 10 years-,- the register shall revise 

20 and consolidate saea the index in saea £, manner that all deeds 
recorded since the last revision of the index saa±,l--oo--se are 

22 indexed .QQ that the same surnames saa±± appear together and all 
names are in alphabetical order. Saea The revised and 

24 consolidated index saa±± !!illtl contain all data as to each and 
every saea deed or other instrument as ~ is aaeve--se-t--:fi:eJi't;a 

26 referred to in this paragraph. WaeBeVeJi'-~ep-aBy-eablse When it may 
aeeeme becomes necessary to revise, renew or replace any index, 

28 the new volume saa±± must be made in conformity with this 
section. 

30 
~ae-~~~~~-&aal-l--ptepate7-~--have-~€pa~€~7-~-mieJi'e~i±m 

32 FeeeFa-~-~-pa~e-e~-~~-iB&&F~B&r-p,laB-~-~&h&~-aeeameBt; 

FeeeFaea-~~-eaeh-~~4~~~y-~~~iG&r-~£€-~~r~~~~-EeeeEa-~-maae 

34 saa±±-B€-~~~-~-a-~iEepFee~-~~€~~-~~~-~~~-Fee&FG-aee*s 

eE-~~£~-~~-e&B&i4eFeG-ey-~~-r~i&t~~-t;e-ee-~~~~-eeBaitieB 

36 te - -wa-l'-r-ant- -wit;haF-awal- - -f~~ -F-e<3'-a-l-aF - -1:l.£€- --he- - may- -p-r-o-v-Hl&- - sai taa ± e 
meaBs--~et--~ea~4£~--~~~~~~--r~~-~~--&~--iB&t;Ji'1:lmeBt;&--Se 

38 witaaFawBT 

40 The registers shall prepare a photograph, microfilm or 
optical disk copy of each page of every instrument, plan or other 

42 document recorded in each registry office. The microfilm or 
optical disk records must be kept in a fireproof area. When 

44 original record books or plans are in excess of 50 years old or 
are in poor condition, the register may withdraw those documents 

46 from regular use and instead provide access to microfilm or 
optical disk copies of the documents. 

48 

50 
SUMMARY 

52 
This bill allows the recording of deeds on microfilm or 

54 optical disk. 
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